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Belarus Home, New Admissions 
Policy Top Board Decisions

The Board of Trustees of The Baptist Home, 
meeting at the Arcadia Valley campus on 
Tuesday, September 12, voted unanimously to 
begin a fi ve year commitment to a Belarusian 
home for the elderly which Belarusian Baptist 
leaders have named the Baptist House of 
Mercy. The vote authorized a capital campaign 
to raise $500,000 with (the fi rst one half) up 
to $250,000 to go toward building renovations 
and furnishings and to include start up costs, 
training and travel; and the remaining one half 
to be put aside in an endowment fund to provide 
continued supplemental support as long as the 
Baptist House of Mercy stays within its stated 
purpose.

In addition, the 
trustees also 
unanimously ap-
proved a new 
admissions policy 
which removes 
restrictions based 
exclusively on 
age, locality and 
denominat ion. 
The new policy 

drops the age requirement and no longer lim-
its residency to members of Missouri Baptist 
churches. Please see the complete Admis-
sion for Residency Policy and president Steve 
Jones’ column related to the new policy on 
page 2.

Baptist House of Mercy in Belarus

In what serves as their own purpose and 
mission statement, Stepan Trubchik and other 
Belarusian Baptist leaders have said this: “The 
purpose of the Baptist House of Mercy is to 
make God real to persons and to extend mercy 
and help to those who are weak and left alone 
in this world.”

Trustees have been considering support of the 
newly named Baptist House of Mercy since the 

fi rst of the year. In March 
the Board authorized 
sending trustee Margaret 
Woolley and development 
director Jim Nelson on 
an exploratory and fact 
fi nding mission to Belarus 
(See photo story of their 
trip beginning on page four 
and Margaret’s column on 
page three).

Reasons for supporting the Baptist House of 
Mercy include: their plea for help; compassion in 
response to great need; the vision for the home 
which God laid on the heart of Stepan Trubchik 
and other parallels with the beginnings of The 
Baptist Home; the good experience which so 
many Missouri Baptists had during the earlier 
partnership; and the trust factor with Belarusian 
Baptist leadership.

At the same time, trustees, as always, were 
cognizant of the fi duciary responsibility they 
have. They and president Steve Jones built in 
some limits and some safeguards to protect The 
Home: fi nancial support is limited to $500,000; 
support is limited to a fi ve year time period; only 
funds raised specifi cally for that purpose will be 
sent to Belarus for the Baptist House of Mercy 
(see below); any funds dispersed from Baptist 

Home reserves must be reimbursed from funds 
raised during the campaign; money raised for 
endowment will be invested here to ensure 
safety and good return on investment. Earnings 
from the endowment will be sent annually to the 
Baptist House of Mercy.

Work is already beginning on the renovation of 
the building which will be the future home of the 
Baptist House of Mercy.  A $25,000 donation 
from a layman in the Kobrin church is buying 
wood for scaffolding and for fencing the property 
as well as sidewalks and landscaping. 

The Baptist Home Executive Committee had 
earlier approved sending up to $27,800  to get 
the building under roof and weatherproofed 
with windows and doors before the harshness 
of the Belarusian winter sets in. In addition, the 
Missouri Baptist Foundation Board of Trustees 
approved a $10,000 matching gift to The 
Baptist Home for the Baptist House of Mercy 
in Belarus.

Many Factors Involved in Decision on 
New Admissions Policy

For decades, The Baptist Home has been 
the only institution affi liated with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention to serve Missouri Baptists 
exclusively.

Many inquiries have come over the years from 
Baptists in neighboring states about residency 
at The Baptist Home. Until now, the only 
way a Baptist from Illinois, Iowa, or Arkansas 
could become eligible to make application to 
The Baptist Home was to move to Missouri, 
establish residence and become a member of 
a Missouri Baptist church.  In addition, retired 
missionaries with residence in other states 
have expressed interest in living in one of our 
Homes.  Numerous other retirees of similar 
evangelical roots and values consider places 
like The Baptist Home everyday.

As president Steve Jones says in his column 
on page two, “the whole climate of older adult 
ministry is changing.” That includes the choice 
to stay closer to home, church and family. 
The adaptor 
gene r a t i o n 
is demanding 
far more 
a m e n i t i e s 
and services 
than previous 
generations. 
“Revising our 
Admissions 
policy was necessary in order to position 
The Home for future growth and to fulfill the 
mission God has given us,” Steve said.

The decision was not made overnight. 
Trustees have been discussing changes in the 
admissions policy since 1999.  Trustees have 
accepted the challenge to grow and position 
The Baptist Home to fulfi ll its mission within the 
framework of preserving Christian values and 
Baptist heritage.

Chairman Russell Keeling

 
presides

Margaret is passionate about 
the need.

creo
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Refl ections
                    Margaret Woolley 

    Eight times I had journeyed to Belarus --
a country and peo-
ple I had learned to 
love.  I spent many 
hours in churches 
throughout their 
land, basking in 
their eagerness 
to learn how to be 
more effective Bible 
teachers in order to 
lay a spiritual foun-

dation in the lives of children and youth.

    I attended their church services fi lled 
with people--some standing motionless 
for hours as they engaged in a deep and 
meaningful worship experience.  This free-
dom to come together with other believers 
had only been made possible for a short 
period of time when I made my fi rst trip in 
1993.  You could sense their joy, awe and 
reverence toward a God who had brought 
them this far and the anticipation of many 
good things to come.

 Now, as a trustee of The Baptist Home, 
I was invited to make another journey to 
Belarus for an entirely different reason.  It 
was for the purpose of meeting with pastors 
and lay leaders on whose hearts God had 
laid a desire to establish a ministry to an 
aging population in need of mental, physi-
cal and spiritual care.  “Am I equipped to 
do this?”  I asked the Lord.  “Have I had 
enough experience as a trustee to function 
at this level?”  I thought what it has meant 
to me to be a trustee.  My eyes and heart 
have been opened to the philosophy of The 
Baptist Home, and how it is carried out by 
dedicated personnel.

 I pictured in my mind the small, sparsely 
furnished Belarusian homes where I had 
stayed, and the faces of many, many older 
people who even now need the kind of 
safe, loving environment a Baptist Home 
could offer, and I knew I should return to 
Belarus.

 I joined Jim Nelson as we sat for hours 
in sessions of sharing and exchanging of 
ideas with the Christian leaders in the Ko-
brin area of Belarus.  I sensed once again 
the great love for God these people have 
and their commitment to be guided by Him 
in making the right decisions to provide a 
ministry that would meet the needs of the 
aging population in their area.  Already they 
had looked beyond the “hospital” concept 
earlier voiced by them to “making God real 
to persons and to extend mercy and help to 
those who are weak and ill and left alone in 
this world.”

 This had been our prayer for them even 
before we began our journey!  As the hours 
passed, a site was selected in a building on 
the grounds of the Kobrin camp for children 
and approximate costs for renovation and 
equipping were reached.

 “It will be heaven on earth if I can live in 
a place like that,” were tearful words from 
an 84 yr. old woman with many physical 
needs and living alone in poverty.  These 
words echoed in my mind and heart as we 
boarded a plane for our return home.  “Jim,” 
I said, “we must waste no time in helping 
our believers in Belarus make a Baptist 
Home ministry a reality.”

The Baptist Home - Arcadia Valley
New Residents

William Curtis Twitchel
(Warrenton Baptist)

Anna Laura Mitchell
(First - Farmington)

Florence “Louise” O’Daniel
(Lynchburg Baptist)

Norval Russell Goddard
(Central - Eureka)

The Baptist Home is a Christian ministry. 
Any person desiring residency in The Baptist 
Home is required to complete, sign and sub-
mit an Application for Residency. All Applica-
tions for Residency are subject to approval 
by the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Trustees. 

The Executive Committee reserves the right 
to refuse admission to any person for any 
reason. This includes, but is not necessarily 
limited to those whose welfare and medical 
needs cannot be met or because the safety or 
health of individuals would be endangered. 

Applicants will be received as residents 
based on availability and type of residency. 
All residents shall sign an Admissions Agree-
ment, Partial Return of Equity Agreement or 
Lease Agreement, on or before the fi rst day of 
admission. All costs and charges will be due 
according to the terms of the agreement.  

All residents shall have a legal estate and 
aging plan that also defi nes responsible par-

ties and contact persons in case resident 
becomes incapacitated, such as wills, trusts 
and Durable Powers of Attorneys for fi nancial 
and health care decisions.  

Costs of prescription and non-prescription 
medicines, medical supplies, devices and 
supplements ordered by physicians, doc-
tors’ visits, oxygen, ambulance services, 
extra transportation, or services performed 
by providers other than The Baptist Home’s 
in-house personnel (such as dentists, optom-
etrists, podiatrists, therapists, etc.) and all fu-
neral and burial arrangements shall be the 
responsibility of the resident and his or her 
responsible party.  

The resident and his or her responsible party 
shall make timely application for all qualify-
ing income and insurance benefi ts. Benefi ts 
include, but are not necessarily limited to 
Social Security, the Missouri Nursing Home 
Cash Grant, Social Security Supplemental 
Income, retirement pensions and benefi ts, 
Veterans Benefi ts, Medicare, Medicaid, and 

Admission for Residency Policy

 The Baptist Home Board of Trustees has 
given approval for a new Admissions Policy 
that will broaden the scope of ministry and 
preserve historic Baptist values. One might 
think the controversy among Missouri Bap-
tists is what motivated the revision. I won’t 
deny that some MBC leaders have encour-
aged folks to shun this ministry. However, 
The Home has been thinking about the 
admission issue for several years and is 
trying to stay current with the ebb and fl ow 
of changes in retirement living and Baptist 
life. At the same time we want to provide a 
Christian, yet distinctively Baptist, ministry.  
 Not too long ago applicants had to wait 
as much as two years or more before hav-
ing an opportunity for admission. The in-
tentional planning of leadership was and is 
to become more relevant to people’s tim-
ing needs. TBH expanded into additional 
areas. The Chillicothe campus, located in 
North Central Missouri, is serving 72 resi-
dents. The Ozark facility has 96 residents 
living on its Southwest campus. And the 
fl ag ship facility in the beautiful Arcadia 
Valley near Ironton continues to serve 110 
residents.  
 The Arcadia Valley facility was purpose-
ly downsized for two reasons. A smaller 
campus is easier to manage. Also the cam-
pus originally built in 1923 is in need of up-
dating and remodeling. A reduced census 
will enable TBH to remodel the campus that 
has sacrifi ced to help make the others pos-
sible. 

 The whole climate of older adult min-
istry is changing. TBH understands these 
changes. People are choosing services 
closer to home, family, community and 
church. There are many good aging ser-
vices out there. TBH is one choice avail-
able to aging folks. We are committed to 
add more campuses as resources become 
available. All of this to say that revising our 
Admissions Policy was necessary in order 
to position The Home for future growth and 
to fulfi ll the mission God has given us.  

 The new policy has dropped the age 
requirement. Historically, the qualifying age 
for admission is on or after 65 years. Now 
we have more fl exibility to provide services 
to those with special circumstances related 
to age. Occasionally we have had inquiries 
from married couples in which a spouse 
is a few years younger than the qualify-
ing age of the older spouse. Also, we have 
had requests for admission from an adult 
child with special needs who is a few years 
younger than 65 and lives with a qualifying 
aged parent. Or we may provide services 
for a younger widow or widower who has 
interest in retirement living at The Baptist 
Home.

 Applicants who are members of church-
es historically related to Missouri Baptists 
shall receive certain priorities and con-
siderations for admission to The Home. 
Those who relate to churches of the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention, Baptist General 

Long-term Care Insurance, which he or she 
will receive directly and apply toward the cost 
of care. 

For those desiring current or future benevo-
lent assistance, The Baptist Home requires 
all applicants and residents to handle their 
fi nances honorably. Income and assets may 
not be given away or spent intentionally to 
hasten one’s qualifi cation for benevolent as-
sistance. A fi nancial statement for all assets 
and income is a part of the application pro-
cess. After applicant has been accepted for 
residency, The Baptist Home reserves the 
right to review his or her fi nancial circum-
stances to determine his or her qualifi cation 
for assistance. All income and assets owned 
or inherited by the resident must apply to-
ward the cost of care. Disposition of income 
and assets for other than customary living 
expenses requires approval for compliance 
with this Admission for Residency policy. 

Moving Forward: Focused on Ministry with a New Admissions Policy
Steven R. Jones, President

Convention of Missouri and Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, and new churches and 
missions related to any of the three orga-
nizations, will have considerable access to 
this ministry. 

 If space is available, admissions will be 
extended to those who live out-of-state and 
to those who have similar evangelical roots 
and values. Consideration for services will 
be offered to:

1.  Those who are members of churches 
historically related to Southern Baptists, or  
2.  Those who are members of evangel-
ical churches who have had a Baptist 
connection either as a former member 
of a historically related Southern Baptist 
church or have a signifi cant caregiver 
who is a member of a historically re-
lated Southern Baptist church, or 
3.  Those who are members of Baptist 
churches of like faith and practice, or
4. Those who are members of other 
evangelical churches who desire to live 
in a Baptist Retirement Community. 

 Again let me emphasize that, while 
preserving conservative Christian values 
and Baptist heritage, the new Admissions 
Policy will position The Baptist Home to 
grow and fulfi ll God’s mission for this minis-
try. We are excited about the new promises 
these revisions will unfold to us. We ask for 
your prayers and fi nancial support as we 
endeavor to meet the needs of aging hu-
manity for the cause of Christ.
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 One of the fi rst paper/pencil games I learned as a child 
years ago was “connect the dots.”  When a person drew 
lines between the dots in numerical order, he or she could 
see a picture hidden there. 
 A request came from Belarusian Baptists for helping 
them begin their own Baptist Home. To respond to this 
request, TBH has established a covenant agreement that 
will guide our relationship. TBH of Missouri will coach 
them as they start work on the construction, the training of 
staff, and developing the benevolent ministry that we have 
enjoyed here for years. We need to pause to “connect the 
dots” that God has placed before us.  
 Over the years, the Baptists of Belarus have been able 
to develop with government permission a camp setting for 
children. God has used Kobrin Camp, and many Missouri 
Baptists have been there. For those of you readers who 
have Internet, please visit the safe website of http://www.
kobrincamp.org. At the top of your screen you may choose 
English to read and view photos.  Kobrin Camp began as a 
Young Pioneer camp during the 70-year reign of communist 
rule. You may fi nd out more about Young Pioneer camps 
built by the Soviets at your local library or on the Internet. 
Thousands of Belarusian Baptist children and youth have 
been camping here as a result of the Chernobyl disaster. 

The Baptist Home - Chillicothe
New Residents

Virginia Ferguson
(Holmeswood - Kansas City)

Edwin “Mark” Eckert
(Shelburne - Trenton)

Mary Stottlemyre
(First - Trenton)

Ethel “Penny” Muller
(First- Hamilton)

Perry Pratt
(First - Harrisonville)

Nellie Osborn
(First - Trenton)

The Baptist Home - Ozark

Nema Hayter
(First - Springfi eld)

James Schweitzer
(First - Kimberling City)

June Schweitzer
(First - Kimberling City)

Mary Wheat
(First - Republic)

From 1993 to the present, Baptists from Missouri and other 
states, as well as believers in England and Denmark, have 
provided much help. Among the aid has been medical help 
and equipment, leadership for youth camps, and trainers for 
children and youth work in the churches. Donations have 
helped provide for construction projects and equipment.  
The Belarusian government has praised Kobrin Camp and 
has not presented any challenge that God has not met and 
answered.
 Stepan Trubchik, a Belarusian layman, has had a vision 
for over ten years of a place for older Baptists without family 
and resources. He will be the president of this Baptist 
Home. On the Kobrin campus is a building that Stepan and 
their Board of Trustees have found suitable for renovation 
as a home to aging Baptists.
 To encourage this vision the Trustees of The Baptist 
Home of Missouri are inviting Baptists of Missouri and 
others to participate in helping the Belarusian Baptists.  
This is a joint effort of the Baptist Union, the Brest region 
of Belarus where Kobrin is located, the large and infl uential 
Kobrin church, and TBH of Missouri. 
 When Milford and Mary Riggs introduced the idea of 
such a home in Missouri, the work was long and hard. The 
Riggs and TBH staff could measure how well things were 

FROM OUR HOME TO YOUR CHURCH

going by how many eggs and food crates arrived on any 
given day.  Having had this experience in early Baptist 
Home life has caused TBH leadership to respond to a 
Macedonian call for help from our brothers and sisters. 
 The Board of Trustees for TBH recently has made two 
strategic decisions that have thrust them on the world 
scene. The fi rst was to join the Baptist World Alliance. The 
BWA is a body of 214 national Baptist unions around the 
world in 120 countries with over 34 million members. TBH 
is seeking ways to participate in helping Baptists around 
the world with the ministry to aging persons.  The second 
decision was to embrace a covenant with the Baptists of 
Belarus in their request for help in establishing a similar 
ministry to TBH.
 To all believers in Jesus Christ who read this, it is the 
wonderful Holy Spirit that has drawn lines between the fi rst 
vision of Milford Riggs in 1913 and that of Stepan Trubchik, 
eight time zones and 93 years later.  Every prayer, every 
ounce of energy, every request for assistance, every 
sermon given and every dollar donated has been multiplied 
by the God of peoples everywhere.  Now, you and your 
church have an opportunity to be a part of “connecting the 
dots.”  We challenge you to pick up your pencil and draw.

New Residents

Roger Hatfi eld
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Two years ago as Roger Hatfi eld was driving home to 
Jefferson City from a development offi cer’s meeting at 
The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley, he received a phone call 
from his good friend, Tim Kennell of Virginia, formerly a 
Mennonite missionary to Belarus who was expelled from 
the country for preaching the gospel.

Tim told Roger about an opportunity for ministry in Belarus.  
It seems that Tim’s good friend, Stepan Trubchik, had had 
a dream and a vision for over a decade.  There was a 
tremendous need for a Home for elderly Baptists.  There 
were people in the Kobrin Church who were willing to 
serve on staff.  There was a building at Kobrin Camp which 
might be available for renovation to provide the housing for 
such a Home.  Would The Baptist Home be interested in 
helping?

Fast forward to December 2005 when Nickolay Sinkovets, 
president of the Belarusian Baptist Union, and Ivan 
Hrytsiuta, who has an offi ce at the Kobrin Camp, were in 
St. Louis.  Roger Hatfi eld arranged a meeting that included 
president of The Home, Steve Jones, and me.  There 
were pictures of the building and an estimate of what the 
renovation costs would be ($47,000).

The vision came into even sharper focus when the trustees 
approved sending trustee Margaret Woolley, a veteran of 
eight previous trips to Belarus, and me on an exploratory 
and fact-fi nding mission to Belarus.

The Trip

Margaret and I were fortunate and privileged to be able to 
travel with a group from our own church, First-Jefferson 
City.  There were ten of us, and in addition to our mission 
of exploring the possibilities for a Home in Belarus, our 
team was involved in Vacation Bible Schools, working with 
church planters, and introducing stewardship materials in 
the Russian language.

Our trip was from July 6 through July 16.  Unfortunately, we 
carried our Missouri weather with us and the temperatures in 
Belarus were mid-nineties with high humidity, very unusual 
for them they tell us.  There was no air conditioning and at 
Kobrin, we dealt with fl ies and mosquitoes in abundance.  
Even so, Margaret, Stephen Mathis, Phil Hunt and I had 
it easier at Kobrin Camp than some of our fellow church 
members.  Ken Enloe, our group leader, and Dan Hendrix 
were in an area without running water and indoor bathroom 
facilities.  The other members of our group were Jessie 
Mathis, Heber Mena, Kate Murphy and Geri Williams. 

The Building

When we arrived at Kobrin 
Camp, Stephen Mathis and I 
soon found the possible future 
site of the Baptist Home-
Kobrin.  I was discouraged by 
what I saw.  A man on a tractor 
was just then cutting the weeds 
around the building.  When I 
entered the door in the center 
of the building, it led only to the 

second fl oor.  It was dark, with lots of broken glass and 
plaster on the fl oor and there were some old ovens that 

looked like they had been vandalized.  At one of the doors 
downstairs, you could only go into the fi rst couple of rooms 
before dead ending.    Later Phil Hunt went down and took 
some pictures under the roof which clearly showed daylight 
leaking through.  $47,000 may go a lot farther in Belarus 
than in the USA, I thought, but it won’t repair this.  I think 
Stephen and Phil felt the same.  I was discouraged even 
more.

The Church

From that point on, things got better.  We met Ivan and he 
took us down to Kobrin Church which is about six miles 

from the camp in a primarily residential area.  Ivan Hrytsuita, 
a director of the Children’s Health Care Center in Kobrin, 
pointed out that the church started in a nearby house.  

The magnifi cent structure to which he now took us was 
built  in the early 1990’s with all volunteer labor at the cost 
of $100,000.  I guessed a minimum of $5 million would 
be the cost to build that same building in Missouri.  That’s 
when the math really started to play in my head.  If they can 
build a $5 million church for $100,000, perhaps they can 
renovate at a reasonable cost.

Our Translator

In addition, God or Ivan, or both 
(“the Lord through His people” 
as Dr. Riggs was fond of 
saying), found us a translator.  
“Hi, I’m Irene,” she said to 
introduce herself.  Actually her 
name was Irina Senina, and 
she was a native of Kazakstan.  

But since she had lived in Portland, Oregon for the past six 
years, and since few Americans could trill their r’s properly, 
she became Irene.  She was at the camp with her mother, 
Tonya and her brother, Roman.  The family had come to 
Kobrin after a visit in Moscow.  I believe they had delivered 
some mission funds from their church in Portland, Slavic 
Baptist Church, where Irene’s father was Second Pastor.  
She was as beautiful as her name, tall with dark hair and 
large brown eyes.

I don’t think she ever had any training as a translator, but 
she often listened to a whole paragraph and tried to distil 
the essential meaning rather than try to do word for word.  
The only time she was stumped all week (as far as I know) 
was on the fi nal day when she was trying to translate 
construction terms from Stepan’s written estimate on the 
building renovation, and she was not quite sure.  Even 
then she bounced questions off Stepan and her younger 
brother, Roman, who had construction experience, and 
came up with the terms she needed.  The only hint that 
she was only seventeen came when she frequently added 
a “you know” to her translation.

Meeting with Leadership

This was the day we had been waiting for.  All the key people 
we needed would meet with us at the Kobrin Church.  The 
key four for us were:  Nicolay Sinkovets, president of the 
Baptist Union, Vladimir Sobchuk, Senior Pastor for the 
Brest Region, Alexander Rizhuk, Senior Pastor of the 
Kobrin Church and Stepan Trubchik, who has had a vision 
for a Baptist Home-Kobrin for over a decade.

We simply told them that as a staff member and as a Board 
member of The Home, we had come on a fact-fi nding 
mission;  that we were not authorized to make any fi nal 
decisions.  Those decisions would be made by our Board 
of Trustees.  However, we wanted them to know that we 
greatly desired to partner with them and that Margaret and 
I thought our recommendations would carry great weight.

Stepan then talked about three different options for a 
home.  First, they had considered renovating an existing 
home.  The plus side of that was that it could be done 

A Baptist Home in Belarus
James Nelson

(continued on page 5)
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without great expense.  The downside was that space for 
residents would be limited.

A second option was to use property adjacent to the church.  
We thought from a couple of e-mails we had received 
that they might be favoring this option.  What we had not 
realized was that they did not own the property.  

Stepan considered the third option, to renovate an 
existing building at the Kobrin Camp, to be the most viable 
option.  They had renovated a similar building when they 
established the camp.  It was, in fact, the building where 
we were housed during our time at the camp and where 
the camp offi ces were.  He talked about what he thought 

needed to be done.  He knew the roof had to be replaced.  
He knew that they could do an asbestos roof for $5000 less 
than a metal roof.  When asked about the life of the roof, he 
said it was 20 to 25 years.  When asked about the life of a 
metal roof, he said 50 years.  We said we would rather see 
a metal roof in the estimate.

We said that if we were meeting with Missourians that 
we would do a head count to see if everyone favored the 
renovations option.  Was that a proper way to proceed in 
Belarus?  They said it was and each proceeded to give 
their agreement to the renovation of the building  at the 
Kobrin Camp.

Then we addressed the issue of cost, prefaced by saying 
that we knew costs in the USA and in Belarus were not the 
same but that we did not see how the building could be 
done for $47,000.  That, they said, was an old estimate and 
they thought costs would be considerably higher.   Stepan  
added that he thought their original plan of doing it with 
volunteer labor was no longer viable because almost all 
of their people were now working.  We suggested that we 
build in some appropriate labor costs.

Margaret let me lead and added appropriate remarks on 
one occasion and told me to shut up a couple of times.  
Actually, she very gently reminded me that I needed to 
pause occasionally so Irene would not have so much to 
translate at one time.  Stephen and Phil also added helpful 
comments from time to time.

When we broke for lunch, We were feeling 100 percent 
better about the project than we had when the meeting 
started.  We discussed what else we needed to deliberate 
over when we returned to the table.

Also, during the break, Stephen Mathis had asked us if we 
thought they might have an interest in raising some money 
in their churches in order to secure some matching funds 
that the Foundation had available.  It would only be about 
$10,000 or so but with the match that would mean an extra 
$20,000 or so toward the renovation.  I brought the issue 

up when we reconvened and it received a cold reception.  
They were bouncing things off each other, but they were 
poker faced and non-receptive.  For several minutes, 
we reached an impasse.  It fi nally came to us they they 
thought that was our only proposal to help them.  OH!  No, 
what’s the word for supplement?  Additional?  Extra?  This 
is just money that would be available to supplement what 
The Home would help them with if our Board approved.  
Understanding.  Relief.  Smiles returning.

Stepan also discussed in very practical terms their 
desire to get the roof replaced before winter and also the 
windows, if possible, so they could work inside when winter 
weather came.  I remember that the roof costs would be 
over $14,000.  The full cost of the renovation on Stepan’s 
written estimate was over $117,000.  Stepan indicated 
that because construction materials are rising rapidly, the 
fi nal costs may be more than this.  The total cost on the 
estimate includes a $30,000 alarm and sprinkler system 
which would be required.

Their vision is to start small, with 12 to 14 residents and 
learn how to serve them before any attempt is made to 
serve a larger population.

A Desperate Need

One of our goals for the trip was to meet some prospective 
residents. Although we had no advance warning, 
Alexander and Stepan responded to our request about 
seeing prospective residents. The following are three visits 
that we made:

Olga is an elderly lady from Soviet Georgia who has no 
family and lives in a fl at with Anna, a member of Kobrin 
Church who cares for her.  While we were there, Olga kept 
lifting her arms toward heaven and saying “praise God, 
praise God.”  We stood in a circle and prayed together.

It was obvious that Pastor Alexander and Stepan were no 
strangers to pastoral care.  The mutual love and concern 
was obvious to us everywhere we went.  Perhaps that was 
one of the reasons that they were to baptize 55 people in 
the nearby river on the next Sunday morning.  I wish our 
schedule had permitted us to witness that.

In spite of the language barrier, it was also obvious that 
Alexander and Stepan were on mission all the time.  We 
picked up a pedestrian who was walking into town on one 
of our bus trips from the camp to the church.  She got on 
and both men started a conversation.  They learned she 
knew about Kobrin Church because she knew some of their 
members.  Pastor Alexander had no trouble witnessing to 
her and driving the bus at the same time.

A visit with Lev and his mother, Stephanida, provided more 
evidence of the great need for the Home.  Lev who is 63, 

looks good in person, but is completely paralyzed on one 
side of his body.  His mother is 83.  Lev feels guilty that he 
is unable to care for his mother.  In fact, his mother has to 
care for him.  

“It would be wonderful if this home could be built.  It would 
be a great help to us.  Instead of being in a hospital, I could 
be in a Home,” Lev said.

“Thank you for coming.  There are lots of people who say 
they can help but don’t lift a fi nger.  You came all that way 
and will really do something.”

Even more dramatic was the third visit.  Victoria, age 84, 
lives in dire poverty.  She has been a Christian since 1990 
and her only visible help of any kind comes from the Kobrin 
Church.  At some point in the past, Victoria had fallen and 
broken both legs.  Because she had no money for proper 
medical help, her legs never healed properly, so she goes 
about painfully on crutches.

A little boy about 10 years of age who attends the church 
had ridden his bike over to the house to check on Victoria.  
When we arrived, he has a ladder up against a cherry tree, 
picking some fruit for her.

The new Home “would be heaven on earth for me,” 
Victoria says through our translator.

The Clinic

Margaret, Stephen, Phil, and I had the opportunity to tour 
the medical and dental clinic before we left Kobrin.  The 
chief doctor of the clinic, Dr. Nicholay Tarchela, gave us the 
tour.  It was an eye opener.  Much of their equipment came 
from Missouri.  One of the diagnostic machines reads 
“Randolph County, MO” on it.

A Baptist Home in Belarus

(continued on page 8)
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In Memory of ....
Ethel Allen by Mr. and Mrs. William Butler, Shawnee, KS.
Nell Bangert by Mrs. Mary Jones, St. Louis.
Catherine Barnard by Ms. Connie Garber, Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Davis, Rev. Norman Shands, Ms. Cora Grouse; Ms. Idella 
Akers,  Mr. and Mrs. J. Walter Miller, Ms. Martha Gaston, 
Chillicothe; Ms. Marie Duggan, Jefferson City; Mr. and Mrs. 
Clell Stephenson, Clinton; Ms. Macey Jett, Holts Summit;  Mr. 
and Mrs. Darrell Meyers, Meadville; Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Ray, 
Madison, WI.
Clyde Beck by Mr. and Mrs. Kelly York, Ms. Martha Gaston, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alden Neely, Rev. Norman Shands, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Emerich, Mr. and Mrs. John  Cook, Mr. Bobby Gipe, 
Mrs. Lorene Fish, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, Ms. Connie 
Garber, Mr. and Mrs. Reid Stephens, Ms. Martha Gaston, 
Chillicothe; Ms. Sherry Souders, Jamesport; Mr. William 
Riggs, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty; Mr. and Mrs. 
Darrell Meyers, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Dinsmore, Meadville; Mr. 
and Mrs. David Pyrtle, Chula; Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Fergu-
son, Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Tiller, Winfi eld; 
Earl Bogart by Mrs. Erma Bogart, Liberty.
Louis Boyce by  Martha Sappington, Raytown.
Ella Mae Boyer by Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Meyers, Meadville.
Ethel Brandt by First Baptist Church, La Grange.
James Bullock by Mrs. Darlene Bullock, Bonne Terre.
Esther Burkart by Mrs. Charlene Wright, St. Louis.
Marvin Carroll by Mrs. Darlene Bullock, Bonne Terre.
Juanita Cleland by First Baptist Church, Farmington. 
Mayme Couch by Mr. and Mrs. George Couch, 
Olive Branch, MS.
Frank Dick by Mrs. Mary Dick, California.
Rev. Clarence Dowell by Ms. Connie Garber, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Davis, Chillicothe; Mr. and Mrs. David Pyrtle, Chula.
Betty Ellinghouse by Mrs. Mary Jones, St. Louis.
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Schneider, 
St Louis.
Leroy Furgerson by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton; Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Daugherty, Mrs. Ola Kincaid, Mrs. Ann Duba, Ms. Berta 
Daugherty, Fenton, MI.
Margaret Gibson by Ms. Beulah Winger, St. Joseph.
Glenwood Gillam by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Mervil Hagan by Mrs. Athel McIntosh, Lebanon.
Jeanette Harper by Mr. Earl Sutherland, Farmington.
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Harter, James R. Harter, Joseph Harter, 
Thomas Harter and William Harter, by  Mr. and Mrs. Sherman 
Johnson, Farmington.
Lloyd and Mildred Hawkins by Ms. Bettie Deniston, Ironton.
Rev. George Hoech by Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Layer, Wentzville.
Edith Holder by Ms. Glyna Nickels, Mr. and Mrs. John Hart-
man, Mr. and Mrs. George Ketcham, Springfi eld; Ms. Gloria 
Buenzow, Ms. Evelyn Woodruff, Mr. John Russell, Lebanon; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Swearingen, Crane; 
Ms. Peggy Sharp, Marshfi eld; Mr. and Mrs. V. R. Hawkins, 
Yukon, OK.
James Houf by Ms. Marjorie Wybrant, Auxvasse.
Ada Hoyt by Mr. and Mrs. George Couch, Olive Branch, MS.
Rev. George and Mrs. Ruby Huffman by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Ossig, Glenallen.
Donald Hunter by Mrs. Minnie Jones, Joplin.
Donald Ingram by Mrs. Bonnie Ingram, Bowling Green.
Carl and Estella Ives by Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jarvis, Pevely.
Rev. J. Bedford Jackson by Mrs. Eva Jackson, Mrs. Marjorie 
Crum, Ms. Kathy Crum, Ozark.
Offa “Turk” James by  Mr. and Mrs. Kelly York, Mrs. Johnna 
Zachary, Chillicothe.
Ralph and Ruth Jarvis by Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jarvis, 
Pevely.
Rev. Noel and Mrs. Esther Johnson by Missouri Baptist Foun-
dation, Jefferson City; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Heil, Carbondale, IL.
Opal Johnston by Mr. and Mrs. Derald Routh, Florissant; 
Ms. Georgia Martin, Troy; Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Lovelace, West  
Plains; Ms. Della Norris and family, Santa Rosa, CA.
Clayton Joyner by Mrs. Laura Thurman, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Sheehy, Ms. Bettie Deniston, Ironton.
Dr. Elwood Kelley by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Nelson, 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Nelson, Missouri Baptist Foundation, 
Jefferson City; First Baptist Church, 
4 Seasons Siding & Window Co., Richmond; 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank Myers, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Lane, Jr., War-
rensburg; Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Mallicoat, Lee’s Summit; Ms. 
Fern Lillard, Excelsior Springs; Ms. Edna Eberting, Mr. Robert 
Eberting, Jr., Liberty; Mr. and Mrs. Erskine Wyatt, Munford, 
TN; Mr. and Mrs. Francis Bilancio, Yardville, NJ;  Mr. John 
D’Attoma, Ocala, FL; 
Rev. and Mrs. George Noble, Harlingen, TX; Mr. and Mrs. Lar-
rell M. Korb, Shawnee Mission, KS.
Herald Keltner by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith, Springfi eld.
Bill Legrand by Ms. Bettie Deniston, Ironton.
Harold Leonard by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Forrest Linville by Mrs. Dorothy Linville, Hamilton.
Philip Lyon by Mr. Frank Lyon, Jr., Huntsville.
Effi e Mattingly by Mineral Area Baptist Association, Farming-
ton.
Jean Mayer by Ollie Skinner, Kansas City.
James McIntosh and G. L. McIntosh by Mrs. Athel McIntosh, 
Lebanon.
Byron and Berneice Miller by Mrs. Laura Thurman, Ironton 
Elsie Mohr by Ms. Leslie Limbaugh, Ms. Norma Fannon, 
Mehlville Baptist Church, Ms. Yuvawn Weidemann, Overland 
Baptist Church, St. Louis; 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Anderson, St. Charles.
Forrest Eugene and Thelma Moore by Dr. and Mrs. David 

Moore, Nixa.
Ena Ann Morris by Mr. Richard Morris, St. Louis.
Susie Moulder by Mr. and Mrs. Albert Baughman, Edwards.
John Napier by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, Ironton.
Mannual Paxton by Mr. Jimmie Riley, St. Joseph.
Ethel Perry by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, Ms. Connie 
Garber, Mr. George Meinershagen, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
Savage, Ms. Betty Grimes, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Flassing, Ms. 
Lilliam DesMarias, Mr. H. B. Harrington,  Mr. Dell Gaston, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dale Whiteside, Chillicothe;  Mr. and Mrs. Darrell 
Meyers, Meadville; C. D. Jones Land & Cattle Co., Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Owens, Mr. and Mrs. Doug Assel, Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Jones, Ms. Erma Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Jones, 
Dawn; Mr. and Mrs. David Pyrtle, Chula; Ms. Cheryl Jones, 
Kansas City; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Treon, Mooresville. 
Lloyd Phillips by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Toma, Jackson.
Jewell Pratt by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Fox, St Louis.
Lee Proffer by Mrs. Marjorie Proffer, Cape Girardeau.
Crystal Raithel by Ms. Leah McNay, Jamestown.
Iva Raymo by Ms. Jackie Clovis, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Ward, 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert DeCiantis, Ms. Anna Davis, Ms. Patricia 
Powell, St. Louis; Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dallas, Statesboro, GA.
Roscoe Reeder by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lackey, Spring-
fi eld.
Viola Robbins by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty.
Lova Ryser by Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Thomas, Springfi eld;  
Mr. and Mrs. James Love, Strafford.
Dorothy Sayer by Mrs. Marilyn Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Campbell, Mr. Buford Long, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Bowe, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph England, 
Harden, Cummins, Moss & Miller, Chillicothe; Mr. Philip 
Sayer, Galt Lions Club, Galt Cafe, Doug’s HyKlas Market, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Berry, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilford, Mr. 
and Mrs. Loren Baugher, Galt; Southside Farm Club, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Pyrtle, Ms. Erma Urich, Chula;  Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Woodard, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Walker, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ervin Gray, Mr. and Mrs. William Robbins, Ms. Phyllis Webb, 
Ms. Mary Brown, Ms. Marian Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Meservey, Ms. Roberta Brick, Ms. Charlotte Kidd, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gary Black, Ms. Berniece Boyd, Ms. Anne Siebenborn, 
Ms. Batista Brantley, Mr. and Mrs. James Barnett, Ms. Laura 
Daniels, Ms. Lois Griffi n, Mrs. J. W. Kilburn, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Eads, Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Gray, Mr. Lelan Ryan, Mr. 
Robert McVay, Ms. Mildred Robinson, Ms. Mary Freeman, 
The Gift Nook, Trenton Fire Department, Trenton; Ms. Peggy 
Epperson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Schmidt, Rev. and 
Mrs. Dan Wilford, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Tate, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Wood, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward King, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Stalder, Mr. and Mrs. Billy 
Dougherty, Laredo; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jackson, Carrollton; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Stottlemyer, Spickard; Mr. and Mrs. Victor 
Gender, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thieme, Humphreys; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Canning, Kearney; 
Mr. Hubert/Garnett Scott, Milan; Ms. JoAnn Bowe, 
St. Augustine, FL; Ms. Toivo Rosander, Malabar, FL; Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Wolfe, Bismarck, ND; Mr. and Mrs. Robert Arm-
strong, Big Timber, MT.
Truman Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Catherine Shands by Rev. Norman Shands, Chillicothe.
James “Doc” Short by Dr. and Mrs. James L. Schrock, 
Picayune, MS.
Garry and Eunice Simons by Mr. and Mrs. Don McQuinn, 
Fairfax
Eva Singleton by Bellefontaine Baptist Church, St. Louis.
Mary Slinkard by Ms. Geraldine Stephen, Festus.
Marion Sutherland by Mr. Earl Sutherland, Farmington.
Ruth Thrasher by Sonshiners Class of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Doniphan.
Joseph Turner by Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Turner, 
Fort Pierce, FL.
Albert Wegener by Miss Cassandra Wegener, Higginsville.
Doris Welch by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Revelle, Viburnum.
Ruth White by Mrs. Mary Jones, St. Louis.
Jerry Wilkerson by Mehlville Baptist Church, St. Louis
Alta Williamson by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Tolbert, Strafford; Ms. 
Velma Breshears, Fair Grove.
C. Robert Williamson by Mrs. Aileen Williamson, 
St Louis.
Darlien Wilson by Dr. and Mrs. John Beard, Tyler, TX.
Lucille Wilson by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Thomas, St. Louis; 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Richardson, Arnold; Ms. Beulah Tief-
enauer, Desloge.
Cathy Young by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, Ironton.
Myra Yount by Mr. John Yount, Leadwood.

In Honor of ....

Rev. and Mrs. Webster Brown by Mr. and Mrs. James Nel-
son, Jefferson City.
Ruby Cunningham by Fremont Hills Baptist Church, Nixa.
Vicky Davis by Mrs. Emma Neudorff, St. Joseph.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis’ wedding anniversary by Mrs. 
Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Fathers on Father’s Day by First Baptist Church, Bonne 
Terre.
Jessie Fox by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Fox, St. Louis.
Geneva Garrison by Dr. and Mrs. T. W. Garrison, Camden-
ton; Mr. and Mrs. John Noel, Branson.
James Gibson by Ms. Beulah Winger, St. Joseph.
Our 68th wedding anniversary by Mr. and Mrs. John Gifford, 
Bryant, AR.
Genevieve Harvey by Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Ronimous, 
St. Joseph.
Roger and Linda Hatfi eld by Mr. and Mrs. James Nelson, 

Jefferson City.
Rev. Chester Holley’s 95th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Nelson, Jefferson City.
Rev. and Mrs. Chester Holley’s 61st wedding anniversary by 
Mr. and Mrs. James Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Richard and Mary Jones by Rev. and Mrs. Steven Jones, 
Farmington.
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Jones’ wedding anniversary by 
Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, Centertown; Miss Hollie Jones, Chilli-
cothe.
Our 50th wedding anniversary by Don and Annetta Kirkpat-
rick, Independence.
George and Jean Landrum’s 59th wedding anniversary by Mr. 
and Mrs. Garland Hamilton, Fredericktown.
Eleanor Marsden by Mrs. Carol Mallette, St. Louis.
Lela Mouser by Mr. and Mrs. Truman Basham, Glenallen.
Howard and June Muldrow by Mr. and Mrs. James Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Our wedding anniversary by Rev. and Mrs. Frank Myers, War-
rensburg.
Dr. Doyle Sager by Dr. Jack Chambers, Sedalia.
Dorothy Seitz by Rev. and Mrs. Steven Jones, Farmington.
Our 45th wedding anniversary by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith, 
Springfi eld. 
Our 43rd wedding anniversary by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Tolbert, 
Strafford.
Tracy Baptist Church fathers by Tracy Baptist Church, Platte 
City.
James and Beulah Vaughn by Rev. and Mrs. Steven Jones, 
Farmington.
Don and Barbara Venable’s 50th wedding anniversary by 
Illmo Baptist Church, Scott City.
Elsie Williams by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Shirley Woody by Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Bob and Margaret Wooley by Mr. and Mrs. James Nelson, 
Jefferson City.

The above memorials and honorariums were received by The 
Baptist Home between May 6 and August 19, 2006.

I know one of the concerns of many of our supporters is 
that we will somehow neglect the needs of The Baptist 
Home here at home by helping our brothers and sisters 
in Belarus. Because I know that is a real concern of many 
who have a heart for The Baptist Home and for the people 
of Belarus, I thought it might be helpful to discuss it.

First, we will only send funds to Belarus that we have 
raised specifi cally for that purpose. Any funds advanced 
for the Belarus project from Baptist Home reserves (mon-
ey to help them get a new roof on their renovated building 
before winter comes) will be reimbursed from funds raised 
specifi cally for the project.

In addition, The Baptist Home has already demonstrated 
that it can fully fund benevolent care needs in spite of ad-
versity. When the Missouri Baptist Convention cut off fund-
ing of $500,000, which was specifi cally earmarked for be-
nevolent care by The Home, no resident had to go without. 
The Baptist Home would never sacrifi ce the needs of the 
current residents for any other ministry, here or overseas. 

Third, capital needs are being met on all three campuses 
and will continue to be met in the future. Here is a brief 
synopsis of activities:

Chillicothe

 •  New roof installed on main facility
 •  New roof to be installed on one of the Independent   
        Living apartments
 •  New driveway to be completed soon
 •  Residents and visitors enjoying beautiful new          
        gazebo

Ozark

 •  Site plans for the entire campus approved
 •  New three bedroom duplexes under construction
 •  New one bedroom apartments on the drawing board

Arcadia Valley

 •  New roof and trim have given the Riggs-Scott Build- 
     ing a beautiful new look
 •  Renovation of the Goodwin wing continues. When    
    completed, the eventual goal is to make all   
        the rooms private rooms
 •  A master plan is being drawn up for the entire   
    campus to be completed by the end of the year so
    that all three campuses will have master plans in   
    place.

The theme for our recent Board meeting was Moving For-
ward: Focused on Ministry. I believe our supporters have 
the vision and the resources to move forward in the Arca-
dia Valley, Chillicothe, Ozark and in Belarus.

The Grace of Giving
James W. Nelson

creo
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ARCADIA VALLEY BIRTHDAYS

October    5 Minette Huston, Tower Grove, St. Louis
October   5 Dortha June Smith, First, Farmington
October     6 Ruth Short, Charrette, Marthasville
October    10 Norma Helvey, First, St. John
October    11 Flossie Politte, First, Bismarck
October    15 Alice Jones, Free Spirit, Annapolis
October    17 Laura Sterling, Oak Grove, Lonedell
October    24 George Noe, Fee Fee, Bridgeton
October    25 Jewell Stehlik, First, Camdenton
October    30 Clyde Larrew, Fee Fee, Bridgeton
October    31 Muriel Pirtle, First, Affton
November  5 Homer Delozier, Southwest, St. Louis
November  5 Daryl Yackey, Oakhill, St Louis
November  6 Mary Bredemeyer, First, Wentzville  
November  7 Ruth Bone, First, Arnold
November  9 Janice Young, Second, Fredericktown
November 11 Myrtle Lee, Lafayette Park, St. Louis
November 12 Joy Phillips, First, Ironton
November 13 Mary Cobb, First, Ironton
November 18 Claude Cobb, First, Ironton
November 18 Clara Graham, Parkview, Desoto
November 18 Wanda Rayfi eld, First, Ironton
November 19 Marie Boatner, Fee Fee, Bridgeton
November 22 Alma Fauth, First, Ironton
November 22 Etta Pedersen, First, St. Clair

November 25 Margaret Eastwood, First, Poplar Bluff
December   3 Mildred Wigger, First, Desoto
December   4 Myrtle Kloke, First, Gray Summit
December 16 Lillian Sheppard, First, Fredericktown
December  19 Ernestine Hughes, First, Ironton
December  19 Betty Jumper, Rock Hill, Brentwood
December  22 Mary Gardner, First, Sedalia
December  24 Dorothy Hackworth, Third, St. Louis
December  29 Evelyn Dufur, Hanley Road, St. Louis

ARCADIA VALLEY ANNIVERSARIES

October    7 Paul and Ada Mason, First, Harvester
October   21 Clyde and Joyce Larrew, Fee Fee, Bridgeton

ARCADIA VALLEY
NEW  RESIDENTS

William “Curtis” Twitchel, Warrenton
Anna Mitchell, First, Farmington
Louise O’Daniel, Lynchburg.
Norval “Russ” Goddard, Central, Eureka

ARCADIA VALLEY DEATHS

May   19 Eva Singleton, Bellefontaine, St. Louis
June     5  Leroy Furgerson, First, Ferguson
June   22  Iva Raymo, Bayless, St. Louis
June   26  Elsie Mohr, Bayless, St. Louis

CHILLICOTHE BIRTHDAYS

October       2 Dorothy Bates, South Haven, Belton
October       6 Velva Steele, Salem, Trenton
October       8 Leila McCormick, Calvary, Chillicothe
October       8 William Oberkrom, Second, Liberty
October     11 Lucille Meacham, First, Sedalia
October     13 Alden Neely, Englewood, Kansas City
October     27 Edwin “Mark” Eckert, Shelburne, Trenton
October      30 Delpha Romeiser,  Highview, Chillicothe
November   5 Norma Abbott, First, Browning
Novembe    7 Grace VanEaton, First, Chillicothe
November  16 Ruth Hein, First, Chillicothe
November  18 Bernice McKerlie, Coloma, Tina
November  18 Lula Thomas, Calvary, Chillicothe
November  21 Alvin Lyon, Calvary, Chillicothe
November  26 Jean Hedges, Second, Liberty
Decembe   1 Elwanda Wilkins,  First, Harrisonville
December  10 Ruth Cooper, First, Tipton
December  17 Alvin Porter, Immanuel, Independence
December  19 Lena Sprague, Olive Branch, Chillicothe
December  23 Mary Vines, Second, Liberty
December  29 Clifford Wrisinger, First, Wheeling
December  31 Kelly York, First, Sedalia

CHILLICOTHE ANNIVERSARIES

November  28 William and Marilyn Oberkrom,
  Second, Liberty
December  23 Lee and Elaine Ellis, First, Harrisonville
December  23 Alden and Frieda Mae Neely,
        Englewood, Kansas City

CHILLICOTHE NEW RESIDENTS

Ethel “Penny” Muller, First, Hamilton
Edwin “Mark” Eckert, Shelburne, Trenton
Mary Stottlemyre, First, Trenton

Virginia Ferguson, Holmeswood, Kansas City
Perry Pratt, First, Harrisonville (transfer from ILF)
Nellie Osborn, First, Trenton (transfer from ILF)

CHILLICOTHE DEATHS

May    15  Clyde Beck, Second, Liberty
June    16 Ethel Perry, First, Chillicothe
June    24 Catherine Barnard, Union Hill, Holts Summit
August  2 Clarence Dowell, Pleasant Ridge, Chillicothe

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CHILLICOTHE

William “Archie” Hull, First, Chillicothe
Lawrence  and Frances Saale, Mt. Pleasant, Chillicothe

OZARK BIRTHDAYS

October       6 James Schweitzer, First, Kimberling City
October     12 Floyd Ash, First, Mexico
October     17 Martha Wolkins, Second, Springfi eld
October    18 Bill Duncan, Second, Springfi eld
October      20 William Roden, First, Hollister
October     24 Opal Brown, First, Springfi eld
October     30 Irene Davis, Macedonia, Springfi eld
November   2 Juanita Atchison, First, Webb City
November   2 Dorothy Barnard, First, Shell Knob
November   4 Frances Davis, Manes Memorial, Cabool
November   7 Alice Clift, First, Wentzville
November 10 Bernadine Sullins, First, Harvester
November 11 Ruth Harvey, Southridge, Jefferson City
November 12 Margaret Miles, South Gate, Springfi eld
November 14 Ida Suchman, Cross Keys, Florissant
November  16 Jane Fredrick, First, Springfi eld
November  19 Leonard Ayers, First, Battlefi eld
November  25 Jack Dodson, First, Cape Fair
November  30 Myrtle Claussen, Second, Springfi eld
December    3 Venetia Brandes, Glenstone, Springfi eld
December    8 Mary Kathryn Faulkner, First, Ferguson
December  15 Mary Howell, First, Neosho
December  21 Chester Baird, First, Ozark
December  24 Nema Hayter, First, Springfi eld

OZARK  ANNIVERSARIES

October       5 Jack and Bernice Dodson, First, Cape Fair
October      13 James and Helen Curtis, Forest Park, Joplin
November  23 Glenn andNina Sue Cole, Newtonia
December    2 John and Jesse Baur, First, Springfi eld
December  11 Arthur and Captola McClellan,
  Grant Avenue, Springfi eld
December  31 Steve and Edna Tindall, 
  Morse Mill, Dittmer

OZARK NEW RESIDENTS

Nema Hayter, First, Springfi eld
Mary Wheat, First, Republic
James and June Schweitzer, (Transfer from ILF)

OZARK  DEATHS

May     8         Virginia Mynatt, South Haven, Springfi eld
May   25         Bedford Jackson, First, Kimberling City
May   26        Wesley Brice Walker, Glenstone, Springfi eld 
June  20         Lova Ryser, Glenstone, Springfi eld
July     3         Fonda Adams, Macedonia, Springfi eld

NEEDS  LISTS
The Baptist Home - Chillicothe

500 Baptist Home Lane
Chillicothe, MO 64601-3973

(660) 646-6219

Hearing aid batteries (sizes 12 and 13); bobbie socks;  
knee-hi hose (neutral color); Kleenex; toothpaste; denture 
cleanser; toothbrushes; hair brushes; mouthwash; hand 
lotion; washcloths (white or dark green); Clothing pro-
tectors, bath towel size-WHITE; twin size sheets (colors 
or prints - deep pocket); Hand towels - white; gospel or 
easy listening CDs or cassette tapes;    women’s spray 
deodorant; Oil of Olay; hair picks; hair conditioner; eye 
glass cleaning towelettes; postage stamps; International 
coffees; Red Hats for TBH Red Hat Society meetings; 
$1.00-$2.00 birthday gifts (no candles, please--due to 
fi re hazard); scrap lumber for crafts; long-handled shoe 
spoons; scotch tape; small prizes for games; Christmas 
gift bags; tissue paper; Christmas gift boxes.
   

The Baptist Home-Ozark
P. O. Box 1040

Ozark, MO 65721
(417)  581-2101

Kleenex or Puffs;  lotions (face and body); mouthwash 
(Scope or Listerine);  liquid bath soap; dental fl oss; tooth-
paste (Crest or Colgate whitening); postage stamps; 
Ponds cleansing cream; disposable   razors;  twin sheets 
(deep pocket); deoderant; washcloths (white); cologne for 
men and women; shaving cream; shampoo; hairspray; 
denture cleaners;  toothbrushes; fi ngernail polish re-
mover; fi ngernail polish (pink, clear, base coat, top coat);  
corn pads; men’s and women’s $1.00-$2.00 birthday gifts;  
family movies (dvd or vhs); Poly-fi l stuffi ng; pillowcases to 
embroider; craft foam;  Mod Podge (matte fi nish); tacky 
glue; mini hot glue sticks.

The Baptist Home-Ironton
P. O.  Box 87

Ironton, MO  63650
(573)  546-7429

 
Dove soap; Lotions (face and body); washcloths; Kleen-
ex; Clothing  protectors;  thigh-high hose; bath towels;  
compact  face powder and liquid make-up (light colors); 
cologne (men and women); Vaseline lotion; Pond’s cold 
cream; Oil of Olay; Scope; Listerine; Fixodent; body wash; 
Efferdent; greeting cards (birthday, all occasion, special 
occasion); postage stamps; lined stationery.  Craft sup-
plies:  7”, 10” and 12” clear, smooth bottomed plates (for 
decoupage); Poly-fi l stuffi ng; white netting; Calico prints;  
ribbon (all colors); chenille bedspreads in all sizes and col-
ors; pillowcases (plain to embroider, or already fi nished); 
embroidery thread (especially ecru and white);  small silk 
fl owers; dry gyp fl owers; small grapevine wreaths (2 to 4 
inches);  acrylic paints (black, white & ecru); white and 
ecru doilies (4 to 6 inches);  glue sticks (l/8 in. & 1/4 in.); 
thimbles (wooden or metal).

          ****BOLD denotes immediate need****
              Anything sent  is greatly appreciated.  

Baptist House of Mercy in Belarus 
 Attached is my gift to help establish the Baptist House of Mercy at Kobrin Camp in Belarus.

         $100    $50    $500    $250    $1000    $

 I understand that my prayer support of the home in Belarus is also 
    vital and I pledge to support the project with my prayers.

Name

Address

City                                               State       Zip

Phone                                           e-mail

Watch for more information about the Baptist House of Mercy at Kobrin Camp in Belarus in upcoming edi-
tions of the newsletter, our Word&Way page and on our website www.thebaptisthome.org. You may use the 

envelope included with this newsletter to forward your gift to The Baptist Home.

creo




PAGE 8                                                                                                                                                                      THE  BAPTIST  HOME   NEWSLETTER

Wednesday the children began to arrive on busses.  With 
one or two exceptions, the Belarusian children dressed 
exactly like their American counterparts.  

Margaret, who came on a mission to senior adults, was 
in her element with them.  She enjoyed posing for photos 
with them and even got to give a brief children’s sermon 
(with Irene translating) when the camp director asked for a 
volunteer from among the American visitors.

I spent part of an afternoon wandering on the playground 
without a translator.  The children wanted to be photographed 
and to see themselves in the small window of my digital 
camera.  They had a lot of fun with my name (pronounced 
“jeem” by them) and were skeptical that mine was a real 
name.  It somehow lacked the substantiality of an “Anton” 
or a “Tatiana.”

I kept thinking about how great it would be for future 
residents of The Home to be able to interact with children 
like these.  I thought about how the faces of our residents 
light up when children come at Halloween or Christmas.  
Being on the far edge of the Kobrin Camp, the building 
looked to be ideally situated for the children to visit and for 
residents to have needed quiet otherwise.

God’s Heart and Stepan’s

Margaret, a veteran of nine trips to Belarus, had told me of 
the plight of the elderly Belarusians.  Now I had met some 
of them myself.                  

Stepan and Irene had agreed to do an interview with me, 
and it was after 10:00 p.m. before we could fi nd time to do 
it.  It no longer seemed strange to me that someone from 
central Missouri was interviewing a native of Belarus who 
had spent time in Illinois and California, and that his words 
were being translated by a teenage girl from Portland, 
Oregon, only a few years removed from Kazakstan.  In 
Christ there is no east nor west....

Stepan talked about his heart a lot.  He was one of the 
supervisors when they built the Kobrin Church over a three 
year period with all volunteer labor.  All the confl icts you 
can imagine were there.  It was easy to blame other people 

Baptists in Missouri should be rightfully proud of what they 
have provided.  For many of the children the only medical 
and dental care they receive all year is when they are at 
the camp.

One of the great things about establishing a Home at 
Kobrin Camp is that the clinic is open year round with three 
doctors and three nurses on staff.  They are joined by two 
more medical staff when the children are in camp.  Future 
residents of the Home at Kobrin Camp could be served by 
medical staff already in place.

Dr. Tarchela resides in nearby Brest.  If we understood him 
correctly, we believe he told us that elderly members of his 
church stand in line after church to sign up for appointments 
at the clinic, so the clinic is already serving the elderly.

Children, Children Everywhere

The fi rst two days we were at Kobrin Camp was a quiet 
and peaceful interim between camps for us.  For Vladimir 
Vanich, the camp director and his staff, it was a time to 
clean and get ready for the next incoming group.

Corporate Office
P. O. Box 87

Ironton, MO 63650
(573) 546-2709
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Ironton, MO 63650
(573) 546-7429

The Baptist Home
www.thebaptisthome.org

Chillicothe Campus
500 Baptist Home Lane
Chillicothe, MO 64601

(660) 646-6219

Ozark Campus
P. O. Box 1040

Ozark, MO 65721
(417) 581-2101
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for the confl icts.  Some 
days when they needed 
30 volunteers, people 
would put their names on 
the list but not stay for the 
work.  When bitterness and 
resentment arose, Stepan 
prayed for God to change 
his heart.

The building of the church 
was a massive project.  

They got 600,000 old bricks from former military barracks 
to use in the new church building.

Stepan says that when he was an administrator of the 
church, he had very vague ideas about the problems of 
the elderly.  It was when he became a pastor at Pruzhan 
that the Lord opened his heart to really see the needs of 
the elderly.  During a visit to the states in 1996, a later 
visit to Israel, and an extended stay in California from 2000 
to 2003, Stepan saw what was available to help elderly 
people.

Stepan wanted to thank all his brothers and sisters in 
Missouri for all of their prayers and their gifts.  They are so 
open-hearted and kind-hearted, Stepan said.  Because of 
you, many in Belarus are becoming Christians.

And then Stepan said this. “Every day I go out and visit 
those people and see how they live and my heart goes 
out to them.  If I could, I would open up my own home 
to them.”

Nearly 5000 miles away and almost a hundred years ago, 
God laid that same burden on another man, also small in 
stature and great of heart.  His name was Milford Riggs, and 
the place he helped build is called The Baptist Home.

Tim’s Testimony

On August 3, the Executive Committee of the Baptist Home 
Board of Trustees voted to send money to get the new 
building under roof before winter and to recommend to the 
full board that The Baptist Home undertake a campaign to 
raise up to $500,000 with the fi rst half going to renovation, 
furnishings, training, and start-up costs, and the second half 
going into an endowment fund to benefi t the new Home at 
Kobrin.  In addition, the Missouri Baptist Foundation Board 
meeting on August 7 approved $10,000 in matching funds 
to the project, so we were off to a great start.  When Roger 
relayed the news to Tim Kennell in Virginia (the one who 
got us started on this journey), Tim was rejoicing in his reply 
to Roger.  The words were not intended for publication, but 
I share them with Tim’s permission:

“How awesome!  How great!  The ball is fi nally rolling 
after all these years that Stepan had a heart for this.  
God surely has the right man in mind in Belarus.  I tell 
you one thing, if ANYONE can get this project done, it is 
Stepan.  I guarantee you that Stepan will be honest and 
fair in all his ways.  I also guarantee you that he will get 
competent people to help on this project that need money 
to feed their families and are struggling to live.  Projects 
like these are also ministry to Stepan.  He doesn’t miss 
any opportunities, and we must watch that he doesn’t “kill” 
himself through this whole thing.  Oh man, I’m so excited!  
I have to tell you that when I read Jim’s account, I couldn’t 
help but shed some tears.  Sometimes it is still a little raw.  
Interestingly enough, later I shared with Bev and she told 
me she understood and felt the same way.  But glory to 
God that He has seen fi t to show mercy and grace to us...
Amen! “  -Tim 

A Baptist Home in Belarus
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