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Stories From Home: Archie Hull
Macular degeneration has robbed Archie Hull of about 
90 percent of his eyesight. But it has not stopped him 
from doing what he loves best---bowling!

Archie, a resident of The Baptist Home-Chillicothe 
since August 2005 bowls in a senior league every 
Tuesday night. Right across Highway 65 from The 
Baptist Home is a new state of the art 24 lane bowling 
alley. The Fast Lane opened in December of 2005 and 
provides special opportunities for senior to bowl.

Archie has had regular partners through the years and 
mentions Danny Baxter, David Eller and Tom Murphy 
among them. The late Eddie Allen was another bowling 
partner who died at age 85. 

His closest bowling partner was also the love of his 
life. His beloved wife, Loretta, passed away three 
years ago and Archie has missed her terribly everyday 
since. Loretta loved Archie and loved bowling as much 
as he did. One of Archie’s favorite memories is a trip 
they made together to the Senior Nationals in Reno, 
Nevada in 1995.

Archie was 81 years old this past March but almost 
failed to live beyond his 16th birthday. He was in an 
accident that put him in a coma for three months and 
on crutches for another 3 months after that. He drove 
a truck for most of his working life, fi rst for Hull & 
Sons in Quincy, Illinois, near where he grew up and 
later for Churchill Truck Lines and John Rupp Oil in 
Chillicothe.

In 1950 when he was 25, he was the proud owner of a 
canary yellow Harley-Davidson motorcycle that all the 
girls at the local Rexall Drug wanted to ride.

His future wife, Loretta, fi lled in one night for Archie’s 
girlfriend at a square dance and the pair became 
inseparable. Archie was 29, Loretta was 18 when 
they ran off to Keokuk, Iowa to get married after 
Loretta proposed to Archie at Riverview Park in 
Quincy.

They moved to Chillicothe in 1963 and opened Frontier 
House Restaurant in 1965. They worked together 
there for 12 years, Archie as cook and Loretta as 
waitress until they sold it in 1977. Archie takes pride 
in recalling the excellent steaks and fried chicken they 
served in those days.

Like many seniors, Archie suffers from the 
accumulation of losses over the years. His eyesight 
has been deteriorating for at least a decade. He is still 
not reconciled to the loss of his beloved Loretta three 
years ago. 

The loss of his eyesight led to the loss of his ability to 
drive. “I sure miss being able to drive my car—that is 
so hard,” Archie said. He made the decision to come 
to The Baptist Home when he realized that he could 
no longer take care of himself.

Moving to The Baptist Home was a diffi cult adjustment 
for Archie. “At fi rst I didn’t like it here. I was sour,” 
Archie explained.

Gradually, Archie has made adjustments. He has 
grown fond of the “many fi ne people” at The Baptist 
Home and has nicknames for a few. Jennifer is 
“pipsqueak,”and Christina is “cricket.”

Just in case Connie was feeling left out, Archie 
explained to her that she was too much of a lady to 
have a nickname.

He has a special affi nity for Chaplain Shands. Norman, 
who lost his own wife shortly after he and Catherine 
moved to campus, understands what he is going 
through, Archie believes.

Dr. Shands sees Archie fi nding solace in shared, 
familiar experiences. It helps him to continue bowling 
on a regular basis as a member of a bowling team. 
It helps him when he boards the shuttle bus and 
takes his seat beside the driver on his way to 
morning worship at First Baptist Church of Chillicothe.
Being part of the sharing community at The Baptist 
Home  helps.

Archie and Loretta’s son, John, is a Methodist 
minister in Kansas City, Kansas. John, named after 
his grandfather Hull, and his wife have two sons. Brian 
and Steve are the names of Archie’s  grandsons. 

See letter on page 7 for an opportunity to 
make a  mid year gift benefi ting our residents. 

93 Years of LifeCare
1913 - 2006

Archie and Loretta on their 
wedding day.

Archie at National Senior’s 
Reno, Nevada.

Archie with bowling shirt and with CMT Linda Maupin.
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“Going and Growing in Grace”
I Peter 3:18

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT
Windermere Baptist Conference Center

September 25 – 28, 2006
 

Retreat Leaders

Bible Study Leader
Rev. John Gilbert

Memphis, Tennessee

Music Leader
Dr. Bob Woolley
Jefferson City, Missouri

Devotional Leader
Margaret Woolley

Jefferson City, Missouri

Retreats are sponsored by The Baptist Home, The Missouri Baptist 
Foundation, and The Baptist Senior Adult Ministries Foundation. 
Retreats are held at Windermere Baptist Conference Center, Lake of 
the Ozarks

For more information contact Dr. Frank E. Fain at The Baptist Home, 
573-546 –2709 or ffain@thebaptisthome.org

Preacher 
Dr. Harlan Spurgeon
Springfi eld, Missouri

Special Events
“Broadway on the Driveway” 

Broadway Classics Show Tuesday Evening Fellowship

Retreat Variety Show
Retreat Participant Show Their Talents at 

Wednesday Evening Fellowship

General Schedule
Retreat begins with the Evening Meal on Monday evening and ends 

with Lunch on Thursday.

Daily Events include:
Morning – Lakeside Devotional, Bible Study, Worship and 

Enrichment Conferences on Health, Spiritual, Social, 
Family, Missions/Ministry Issues

Afternoon – Crafts, Enrichment Conferences, Fishing, 
Mini-Golf, Horseshoes, Washer Games, Tennis, Hiking, Kayaks, 

Wave Runners, Retreat Choir and More Fun Activities

Evening – Worship Service, Concerts, and Special Fellowships

Cost
Program fee and meals are $100 per person, 

PLUS lodging charges.
These Lodging rates are per individual per 

night unless otherwise stated.

Motel Rooms -  $45 per night
Double bed and two twin beds linens are 

furnished and towels changed daily.

Cedar Grove R.V. Park – $ 15 per night per site. 
There are 26 R.V. sites with full hookups, picnic tables, 

a bathhouse, and laundry facilities.

All Lodge Rooms –  $95 per night
Queen bed and four twin (bunk) Handicap rooms available.

Registration and Additional Program Information
To register for the Senior Adult Retreat call 

Windermere Baptist Conference Center at 800-346-2215 
Registration Begins March 1, 2006

If you have specifi c questions or desire additional information 
on the Senior Adult Retreat program, schedule, speakers or content, 

contact Dr. Frank E. Fain at
 The Baptist Home 573-546-2709 or ffain@thebaptisthome.org

The Grace of Giving

There are a lot of ways to give to benefi t the residents of The 
Baptist Home. Our last Word&Way page had a brief article 
about the Women on Mission at First-Stanton putting together a 
mile of pennies to benefi t The Baptist Home and the Children’s 
Home. One of the many good things about their collection was 
that they were able to involve ladies from the community who 
were not members of their church. 

My friends Jess and Helen Flassing always  saved money in 
a teapot when they lived in Liberty and gave it to me for The 
Home when I visited them in their home. They put loose change 
and dollars in the teapot from money they saved with grocery 
coupons and other small things which added up. 

Jess and Helen, who now live in one of our Independent Living 
Apartments at The Baptist Home-Chillicothe, also are major 
donors to The Home. For the last several years they have 
given to The Home through a Family Endowment Fund they 
established. The principal of their gift grows as they add to it 
while  the earnings from their fund benefi t our residents. The 
principal will remain to benefi t needy residents in the future. 

Throughout the state, there are many like Jess and Helen who 
have chosen to establish and fund such Family Endowment 

Funds. Another benefi t of the funds is that extended family and 
friends can also make donations to it.

Perhaps the offering most often identifi ed with The Baptist 
Home is the Anniversary Offering. Couples celebrating wedding 
anniversaries have been sending offerings to benefi t our residents 
since 1923. I have repeated this often but I know word still has not 
reached everyone. In 2004, the Missouri Baptist Convention at its 
Annual Meeting voted to redirect the Anniversary Offering away 
from The Baptist Home. In 2005, The Home received $35,000 less 
from the Anniversary Offering than the year before. The only way 
to ensure that your offering benefi ts our residents (if that is 
what you want it to do) is to send your offering direct to The 
Home. 

On page 6 of this newsletter, you will see the list of honorariums 
and memorials that we publish each issue. Many of you have been 
kind enough to remember your loved ones or close friends in this 
way and it has been a great benefi t to the ministry of The Home.

Estate gifts continue to benefi t our residents in a major way. In 
our “Did You Know” column this issue, we discuss a far reaching 
decision of our trustees over half a century ago when they agreed 
to put all undesignated estate gifts into a permanent endowment 

fund. Earnings from that endowment fund underwrite a good 
portion of our benevolent care each year. The extensive 
benevolence for needy residents of The Home would 
have been impossible without the generosity of so many in 
remembering The Home in their estate plans.

Each copy of this newsletter carries a return postpaid envelope 
for your use in requesting information, sending us address 
changes or making a gift. You can also make your gift in honor 
of or in memory of by using the return envelope.

In addition, this copy of the newsletter has a special mid year 
appeal from our president, Steve Jones,  which appears on 
page 7. The return form at the bottom of the page can easily 
be clipped out and returned in the postpaid envelope. 

Does The Baptist Home need your support? Yes, we do. 
Giving is running behind in comparison with last year. Every 
year it is a challenge to meet benevolent care costs.

There’s that word “challenge” again. 

Thank you in advance for helping us meet another one.

JWN
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From Our Home to Your Church...
Roger Hatfi eld

 The early records from The Baptist Home reveal to all of us almost 
100 years later that a visionary leader had come to town.  Everything about 
Milford Riggs, along with his capable wife Mary, reveals to us that he could 
have done anything he put his mind to.
 One of the most critical aspects of accomplishing a God-inspired 
vision is to communicate that “mental picture of a preferred future” to others.  
As soon as the founder of The Baptist Home, Milford Riggs along with 
his family, landed in Ironton in January 1913 to begin his ministry, he was 
communicating with the churches about the needs of TBH.  After all, as soon 
as Baptists in Missouri heard about this new place, requests from potential 
residents started coming in to Dr. and Mrs. Riggs.
 Riggs had done a lot of traveling on behalf of the Missouri Baptist 
Children’s Home for whom he had worked from November 1905 to 1909.  It 
was natural for him to take to the road again on behalf of the aging Baptists 
under his watch care at The Baptist Home.  The early records show the Riggs 
traveling to places like St. Louis, Mexico, and Bowling Green on behalf of TBH 
even while he was pastor at the First Baptist Church, Ironton.   This was long 
before today’s Interstates, four-lane state highways, fast food restaurants, 
and hotel/motel chains and when Baptists on the road stayed in each other’s 
homes.
 As early as May 25, 1913, there were three residents of TBH in 
Ironton at the Emerson Mansion, which is no longer standing.  By July 1913 
people were being invited to visit the residents, bring food, chickens, fi rewood 
and money! In October the fi rst edition of TBH Newsletter, called The Baptist 
Home, began publishing.  TBH was on its way to long-time and long-term 
care ministry.
 Today TBH continues the long practice of calling on churches in a 
variety of ways to connect with the ministry of TBH:
 •  Church staff visits. Weekly, the leaders of TBH, including development 
  offi cers, make appointments to visit with pastors and other staff on an 
  occasional basis. In spite of the fact that pastors have incredibly varied 
  schedules, TBH staff wants to take a few moments to thank participating 
  churches in the ministry.  Here are ways that church staff help TBH every 
  week:
   Receive a visit, including a church packet that has a history book and 
   other items that church members can fi nd helpful [senior adult  
   ministry events,  information about the work of TBH]
   Invite a church member to become a Church Rep that can be a contact 
   from the church to TBH. 
   Make plans to bring a group to one of the campuses of TBH for ministry 
   activities
   Encourage seniors to consider living at TBH in either the nursing,  
   residential or independent living arrangements.
 • Anniversary Offerings. Until recent action of the Missouri Baptist 
  Convention, the Anniversary Offerings from the churches went to TBH.
  These have been a source of support for the benevolent care for the 
  residents. Now, churches must report on the form for the Anniversary 
  offering that it go to TBH or otherwise it will not be forwarded.
 • Church TBH newsletters.    The goal of TBH is that every church or any 
  of its members who contribute in any way to the ministry of TBH receive 
  TBH Newsletters. Why?  Because it is one of the best ways of receiving 
  good and accurate information about TBH.  There is NO COST to a 
  subscription to the newsletters.  
 • Campus Visits.  We encourage individual members and church groups to 
  visit one of the Baptist Home campuses. Pastors are welcomed to lead 
  in weekly worship services or construction projects as needed.  Groups of 
  musicians, young people, children, work teams, senior adult groups are 
  always welcomed to participate.  
  • Church Plaques.  Churches all over this state have been recipients of 
  a church plaque given in recognition of extreme giving by the church to 
  TBH.  It may not always be the dollar amount; the difference lies in the 
  generosity level. The plaque is presented by TBH staff during a public  
     worship service.  Sometimes there is a carry-in dinner, and sometimes  
  if TBH has a resident from that church, the resident is able to be there  
  for that service and fellowship time.
Throughout the Riggs’ ministry at TBH, they traveled countless miles seeing 
countless people in churches and associational meetings.  Dr. Riggs gave 
every Baptist—poor or rich--and every church—small or large--an opportunity 
to participate in the great ministry of The Baptist Home.  We thank the 
churches of Missouri for their constant and faithful support of TBH as we near 
the second century of ministry.

 

Regional Spring Adult 
Celebration was Inspirational

Retreat at First-Jefferson City on March 20-21

Phil Briggs and Rosemary Hoover have been 
leading worship together for over 40 years.

Part of the crowd gathering in 
Fellowship Hall for Bible Study.

Two educational specialists 
confer --- Dr. Frank Fain of The Baptist 

Home and Dr. Dennis Maxwell of 
First - Jefferson City.

Longtime friends Rosemary Hoover and the 
Woolley’s, Bob and Margaret.

Members and friends of Heartland Church, St. 
Louis, rode their church bus to attend the retreat.

Federal Appeals Court Judge Duane 
Benton, a member of First - Jefferson 

City, leads the Bible Study.

Three wise men (Howell, Briggs, 
Nelson) confer.

Virginia Riddle always has the latest Social Secu-
rity info available at her seminars. Here, however, 
she provides comic relief for the entire gathering.

Frank Fain with longtime member of 
First - Jefferson City, Nancylea Hunt.

Frank and Dennis planned the spring 
event and Rosemary and Phil made 

them look good.
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Odetta Politte (First - St. Ann) 
with Great Granddaughter

The Baptist Home - Ozark

Jim Sullins 
(First - Harvester)

Opal Pennel  (Hamlin - Springfi eld) 
with daughter Carlene.

New Residents

Residents enjoy musical presentations throughout the year. With the coming of warm weather, the 
gazebo will be used for more such events. 

Kathryn Faulkner (First - Ferguson) 
with Glenna Lewis

Trustee Jeri Losey visits with friend 
and fellow church member, Mildred 
Skelton (South Haven - Springfi eld) 

Dietary Chief Richard Wilson,  
resplendent in chef’s hat.

Activities Aide Annette Osborn does 
nails for Bernice Winscott 

(Parkade - Columbia) 

Floyd and Edith Ash (First - Mexico) 
celebrated their 60th Anniversary 

on April 21st.

Fellow residents, family and friends were on 
hand to help celebrate the anniversary.

Lairy and Betty Gritz with Juanita Walker  
(First - Ellisville)

Dorothy French (First Camdenton) enjoyed 
a visit from her Camdenton friends. Sue Dosch (Glenstone - Springfi eld) “scrabbles” 

with Nell Duncan (Second - Springfi eld).

William Roden  
(First - Hollister)

Martharose Adams (Jefferson Avenue - Springfield) and 
Gladys Albin (New Providence - Oronogo

Hester Gibson (First -Springfi eld) 
with Red Hats
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The Baptist Home - Chillicothe

Mary Ellen Vines 
(Second  - Liberty)

Grace McReynolds 
(First - Higginsville)

Bill Kelems
(First - Lake St. Louis) ILU

Lucille Meacham (First - Sedalia) 
enjoys the warm sunshine of a spring day.

The Chillicothe Campus is lovely in springtime, as is the crafts room. 

Old and new: Windmill and Independent 
Living Apartments.

This year’s King and Queen are Al Lyon 
(Calvary - Chilicothe) and Bernice McKerlie 

(Coloma -Tina).

Red Hats visit.

New Residents

Chapel was set for Easter Buffet.

Arcadia Valley Administrator 
Sherri Snider was suprised to 
have her Birthday remembered 

at Chillicothe.
Hearth Room at Chillicothe where 

visitors dine and where residents can 
fi nd a snack  day or night.

Tracy Smith, CMT, with Bill Oberkrom 
(Second - Liberty).

“Domino Theory” is discussed in the 
game room.

Residents dining at Chillicothe.
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In Memory Of ....

Correction to Spring 2006 newsletter:
Ray Douglass by Mr. and Mrs. Brent Switzer, 
Alpharetta. GA.
 --------------------------------------------
Nancy Albert by Mr. and Mrs. Kelly York, Chillicothe; Mr. and Mrs. 
Barry Campbell, Liberty; Mrs. Keith Broughton, Blue Springs; Ms. 
Ferne Albert, Grain Valley; Mr. and Mrs. Bob York, Parker, CO.
Loyd Bills by Mrs. L. A. Bills, Holts Summit. 
Amos Blunt by First Baptist Church, Desloge.
Ella Mae Boyer by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis,
Ms. Connie Garber, Chillicothe.
Mary Brown by Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Jackson, Ozark.
Bob Cantrell by Mr. and Mrs. Drexel Campbell, Savannah.
Mayme Couch by Mr. and Mrs. George Couch, 
Olive Branch, MS.
A. D. Counts by Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Stone, Jackson.
Allen Craven by Ms. Patricia Craven, 
Virginia Beach, VA.
Bud Craven by Ms. Patricia Craven,  Virginia Beach, VA.
Capt. John Craven by Ms. Patricia Craven, 
Virginia Beach, VA.
Leafy Craven by Ms. Patricia Craven,
Virginia Beach, VA.
Georgia Davis by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, Ironton.
Mary DeGerlia by Ms. Bettie Deniston, Ironton.
Frank Dick by Mrs. Mary Dick, California.
Irene Draffen by Mr. and Mrs. William Draffen, Tipton.
Geneva Fausek by Mr. James Fausek, Chesterfi eld.
Rex Fowler by Mrs. Lodean Dugal, Ironton.
Lee and MaryBelle Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, 
Park Hills.
Margaret Gibson by Mr. Jimmie Riley, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Shirley, 
Ms. Phyllis Byers, Ms. Marcella Estes, St Joseph; Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Davis, Ms. Connie Garber, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Wolf, Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Stelplugh, Chillicothe; Mr. and Mrs. Drexel Campbell, 
Ms. Carolyn Heidtbrink, Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Coats, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan Gates, First Baptist Church, Savannah;  Mr. and Mrs. Darrell 
Meyers, Meadville; Mr. Robert Gragg, Bolckow; Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Cole, Rosendale.
William Givens by Mrs. Laverne Meyer, St Louis.
Margaret Gourley by Mr. Darrel Gourley, Liberty.
Bessie Halter by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Ruth Hawkins by Deacons of First Baptist Church,
Bonne Terre.
H. Joseph Holferty by Mrs. Nadine E. Wilson,
 Kansas City.
Hattie Horner by Mrs. Carlene Booher, Florissant.
Ada Hoyt by Mr. and Mrs. George Couch, 
Olive Branch, MS.
Olin and Edith Jackson by Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Jackson, Ozark.
Ida Jester by Mr. Herbert Jester, Kansas City.
Esther Jolley by Fifth Street Baptist Church, Hannibal.
Cecil and Carmen Kindle by Ms. Nadia Rinehart, Ironton.
Edgar Kohl by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, Ms. Connie Garber, Mr. 
and Mrs. Delvern Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Otis Ireland, Mr. Vern Allen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Nolan Long,   
Mrs. Grace VanEaton, Chillicothe; Mr. and  Mrs. Larry Gilson, Hale; 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Meyers, Meadville; Mr. and Mrs. David Pyrtle, 
Chula; Mr. and Mrs. Philip Daniel, Lees Summit; Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Dykes, Utica. 
Kay Krampfert by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Harold Leonard by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Clyde Lionberger by Mr. Jimmie Riley, St. Joseph.
Eunice Martin by Mr. and Mrs. James Martin, Ironton.
John Mayes by New Hope Baptist Church, Elsberry.

Gladys Millecker by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Stumph, Leland, NC.
Vernon Miner by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Charles Mitchell by Mrs. Anna Mitchell, Farmington.
Martha Morrison by Mrs. Lynn Harmon, Ms. Dorothy Sims, 
Warrensburg; Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Meyers, Meadville; Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Emmons, Hot Springs, AR.
Irene Murdick by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
John Nelson by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Warren Neudorff by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, Chillicothe.
Frank and Opal Nixon by Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Ward, 
Williamsville.
Mildred Penny by Ms. Bettie Deniston, Ironton.
Harold Pewitt by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Dodds, Auburn, AL.
Lloyd Burl Phillips by Mr. and Mrs. John Burney, 
Miss Joy Phillips, Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton.
Roscoe Reeder by Mr. and Mrs. Clay Reeder, Independence.
Paula Reynolds by Mrs. Lodean Dugal, Mrs. Dortha June Smith, 
Ironton; First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Maxine Schuster by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pewitt, Ellisville.
Truman Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
James Self by Rev. Chester Self, Farmington.
Rosalie Self by Rev.Chester Self, Farmington.
Dr. Oliver Shields by Mr. and Mrs. Ray Loyd, O’Fallon.
Imo Shults by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hermann, 
Bonne Terre; Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rush, Hot Springs, AR.
Garry and Eunice Simons by Mr. and Mrs. Don McQuinn, Fairfax; 
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Simons, Jr., Goodyear, AZ.
Madge Spence by Ms. Paula Spence, Springfi eld.
Angie Staats by and Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Jackson, Ozark.
James Thompson, Jr. by Mrs. Laverne Meyer, St. Louis.
Ray Thurman by Mrs. Laura Thurman, Ironton
Ollie Vickery by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Vickery, Bismarck.
Ethel Vivrett by Mr. and Mrs. Ben Whitener, Festus.
Goldie Weddle by First Baptist Church, Farmington.
Ernest and Florence White by Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Jackson, Ozark.
Louise White by Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Jackson, Ozark.
Grace Wilhite by Mrs. Betty Hunt, Hale.
Lennie Williams by Mrs. Fannie Atkinson, St. Louis.
Luther Williams by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, 
Ms. Connie Garber, Chillicothe; Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Meyers, 
Meadville.
Tandy and Jessie Williams by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Myra Yount by Mr. John Yount, Leadwood.

In Honor Of ....

Geneva Garrison by Dr. and Mrs. T. W. Garrison, Camdenton; Mr. 
and Mrs. John Noel, Branson.
Myrtle Lee by Miss Dorothy Landrum, Mexico.
Lela Mouser by Mr. and Mrs. Truman Basham, 
Glen Allen.
Wilma Murray by East Sedalia Baptist Church Salt and Light 
Sunday School Class, Sedalia.
Flora Nelson by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Maggie Pinnell on her 100th Birthday by Dr. and Mrs. John Dowdy, 
Jefferson City.
Vernie Porter by Ms. Donna Pitchford, Chillicothe.
The 60th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Perry Pratt by 
Mrs. Geneva VanHorne, Chillicothe.
Bill Simon by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, Chillicothe.
Elsie Williams by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.

The above memorials and honorariums were received by The 
Baptist Home between February 3 and May 5, 2006.

NEEDS  LISTS

500 Baptist Home Lane
Chillicothe, MO 64601-3973

(660) 646-6219

Hearing aid batteries (sizes 12 and 13); bobbie 
socks;  knee-hi hose (neutral color); toothpaste; 
denture cleanser; toothbrushes; hair brushes; 
Kleenex; mouthwash; washcloths(white or dark 
green); hand lotion; gospel or easy listening CDs 
or cassette tapes; Clothing protectors, bath towel 
size-WHITE; twin size sheets (colors or prints - deep 
pocket); small hosiery bags;  hand towels (white); 
women’s spray deodorant; Oil of Olay; hair picks; hair 
conditioner; eye glass cleaning towelettes; postage 
stamps; International coffees; Red Hats for TBH Red 
Hat Society meetings; $1.00-$2.00 birthday gifts (no 
candles, please--due to fi re hazard); scrap lumber for 
crafts; small prizes for games.
  

The Baptist Home-Ozark
P. O. Box 1040

Ozark, MO 65721
(417)  581-2101

Kleenex;  lotions (face and body); mouthwash 
(Scope or Listerine);  liquid soap; dental fl oss; 
toothpaste (Crest or Colgate whitening); postage 
stamps; moisturizing face cream;  deoderant; wash 
cloths (white); disposable razors; shaving cream; 
shampoo; hairspray; denture cleaners;  toothbrushes; 
toothpaste; fi ngernail polish remover; fi ngernail polish 
(pink, clear, base coat, top coat);  corn pads; men’s 
and women’s $1.00-$2.00 birthday gifts; music CDs; 
family movies (dvd or vhs); Poly-fi l stuffi ng; craft 
foam;  Mod Podge (matte fi nish); tacky glue; mini hot 
glue sticks.

The Baptist Home-Ironton
P. O.  Box 87

Ironton, MO  63650
(573)  546-7429

 
Dove soap; Lotions (face and body); washcloths; 
Kleenex; Clothing  protectors;  thigh-high hose; 
bath towels;  compact  face powder and liquid 
make-up (light colors); cologne (men and women); 
Vaseline lotion; Pond’s cold cream; Oil of Olay; 
Scope; Listerine; Fixodent; body wash; Efferdent; 
greeting cards (birthday, all occasion, special 
occasion); postage stamps; lined stationery.  Craft 
supplies:  Poly-fi l stuffi ng; Calico prints;  ribbon (all 
colors); chenille bedspreads in all sizes and colors; 
pillowcases (plain to embroidery, or already fi nished 
to make angels); embroidery thread (especially ecru 
and white);  small silk fl owers; dry gyp fl owers; small 
grapevine wreaths (2 to 4 inches);  acrylic paints 
(black, white & ecru); white and ecru doilies (4 to 6 
inches); white netting; glue sticks (l/8 in. & 1/4 in.); 
thimbles (wooden or metal).

    ****BOLD denotes immediate need****
Anything sent  is greatly appreciated.  

  

The challenges that Steve Jones cites in the president’s column 
are frightening! Yet he closes by saying, “I am not afraid and I 
am confi dent that together with God’s help and direction we 
can meet and exceed that which is laid before us.” I know part 
of Steve’s confi dence is based on a thorough grounding in the 
history of The Baptist Home. 

If history is an indicator, The Baptist Home, which was founded 
ninety-three years ago with no money in the treasury and which 
survived the ravages of the Great Depression and the rationing 
years of World War II, will survive present adversity and future 
challenges.

An Improbable Beginning

It would not be too great an exaggeration to say that there would 
have been no Baptist Home without the vision, determination and 
hard work of the founders, Dr. Milford and Mary Riggs. When the 

couple opened a rented home to the fi rst residents in 1913, they 
had furnishings, food in the pantry and not a cent in the bank.

That fi rst Home was entirely benevolent. Prospective residents 
with fi nancial means to make other arrangements or with family 
to care for them were not considered for residency. In the early 
days, Dr. Riggs used his pastor’s salary to pay for food, medi-
cine, utilities and doctor’s visits.

Food Barrels and the Egg Offering

As soon as Dr. Riggs started The Baptist Home newsletter in 
late 1913, he began appeals for barrels of food to be sent to The 
Home. He intended that as a temporary measure until The Home 
was on a sounder fi nancial footing but the food barrels became a 
lifeline which fed residents of The Home for over 40 years. Many 
of today’s elderly Baptist men and women remember helping 
their parents send those food barrels to The Home.

What began as an appeal for eggs to put breakfast on the table 
soon grew into a primary source of income for The Home. For 
fi ve Sundays each spring, hundreds set aside their eggs and 
sent the money from them to The Baptist Home.

Dr. Riggs was vilifi ed by some for his constant “begging for mon-
ey.” When what is now known as the Riggs-Scott Building was 
completed in 1923, he was accused of building a “mansion” for 
elderly Baptists who lived in “luxury” there.

Dark Days of the Great Depression

Older readers will not need to be told the incredible hardships of 
that time. This ministry was almost lost. The Baptist Home had a 
mortgage of $126,000 in 1933. The mortgage company agreed 
to accept less than 50 cents on the dollar, $60,000 if the note 
could be paid by December 1934.

DID YOU KNOW?   The Baptist Home Has Weathered Many Storms
James W. Nelson

Continued on page 7
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ARCADIA VALLEY BIRTHDAYS

July     6,  1919 Leon Bredemeyer, First, Ironton.
July     7,  1908 William Gowen, Hazelwood
July     9,  1930 Lavern Howdeshell, First, Ironton
July   19,  1929 Mary Elizabeth Adams, Kirkwood
July   19,  1910 Adele Edwards, South County, St. Louis
July   19,  1923 Harold Vaughn, Shiloh,Robertsville
July   22,  1915 Willa Strubinger, First, Ironton
July   24,  1923 Verda Laverne Eaton, First, Annapolis
July   29,  1915 Margaret Pillow, Kingshighway, St. Louis
July   30,  1921 Jean O’Connor, First, Poplar Bluff
Aug.   3,   1919 Georgia Hedgecorth, 
  First, Cape Girardeau
Aug.  29,  1936 Bessie Jennings, 
  Pleasant Hill, Steelville
Aug.   31, 1919 John Cope, Red Star, Cape Girardeau
Sept.    1,  1933 James McAllister, First, Ironton
Sept.  12,  1917 Lela Mouser, 
  New Trace Creek, Glen Allen
Sept.  20,  1927 Martha Baker, First, Doniphan
Sept.  21,  1917 Nina Ray, First, Farmington
Sept.  26,  1927 Elsie Mohr, Bayless, St. Louis

ARCADIA VALLEY ANNIVERSARIES

August  3, 2002 Leon and Mary Bredemeyer,
  First, Ironton and First, Wentzville 

ARCADIA VALLEY NEW RESIDENTS

Flossie Politte, First, Bismarck
Robert “Bob” Yount, First, Iron Mountain
Margaret Taff (transferred from ILF), Fee Fee, Bridgeton
Richard and Odell Gage, Rockhill, St. Louis

ARCADIA VALLEY DEATHS
 
Inez Meyer, Tabernacle, St Louis
 June 22, 1909 - February 17, 2006
Harold Pewitt, First, Edgar Springs
 September 25, 1924 - March 8, 2006

CHILLICOTHE BIRTHDAYS

July     3, 1917 Mildred Whitford, First, Trenton
July   14, 1918 Louise Courtney, First, Chillicothe
July   18, 1916 Martha Wrisinger, First, Wheeling
July   27, 1927 Geraldine Pratt, First, Harrisonville
Aug.    5, 1918 Genevieve Harvey, First, Meadv ille
Aug.    9, 1922 Marilyn Davis, Laredo
Aug.    9, 1919 Doris Norman, First, Wheeling
Aug.  11, 1922 Marilyn Oberkrom, Second, Liberty
Aug.  23, 1918 Dorothy Prewitt, 
  Highview, Chillicothe
Aug.  25, 1917 Clyde Beck, Second, Liberty
Aug.  28, 1915 Helen Flassing, Harmony, Leeton
Sept.    6, 1911 Velma Jennings, First, Browning
Sept.  11, 1930 Lee Ellis, First, Harrisonville
Sept.  20, 1912 James Arnold, 
  Pleasant Valley, Liberty
Sept.  21, 1916 Elsie Williams, First, California
Sept.  23, 1925 Frankie Baker, 
  Pleasant Valley, Liberty
Sept.  24, 1913 Catherine Barnard,
  Union Hill, Holts Summit

CHILLICOTHE NEW RESIDENTS

Mary Ellen Vines, Second, Liberty
Grace McReynolds, First, Higginsville
Bill Kelems, First, Lake St. Louis

CHILLICOTHE DEATHS

Luther Williams, Highview, Chillicothe
 November 20, 1924 - February 16, 2006
Edgar Kohl, Highview, Chillicothe
 August 28, 1910 - February 20, 2006
Ella Mae Boyer, First, Chillicothe
 March 18, 1928 - April 27, 2006

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CHILLICOTHE

Mary Frances Williams, Highview, Chillicothe.

OZARK BIRTHDAYS

July    9,  1915 Florence Brown, First, Cabool
July  12,  1923 Virginia Riddle, 
  First, Jefferson City
July  16,  1912 Margaret Weber, 
  South Gate, Springfi eld
July  23,  1922 Wilma Kinnamon,
   Charity, Springfi eld
July  28,  1938 Betty Ragsdale, First, Ellisville
Aug.  2,    1922 Ethel Snow, First, Ozark
Aug.  7,   1919 Juanita Walker, 
  First, Ellisville
Aug. 18,  1922 Edith Ash, First, Mexico
Aug. 19,  1919 Oliver Barnard, 
  First, Shell Knob
Sept.  9,  1927 Lucille Gregory, 
  First, North Kansas City
Sept.  10, 1923 Odetta Politte, First, St. Ann
Sept.  13, 1918 Mildred Skelton, 
  South Haven, Springfi eld
Sept.  17,  1919 Anna Baird, First, Ozark
Sept.  20,  1918 Pearl Deberry, 
  South Haven, Springfi eld

OZARK ANNIVERSARIES

July  11,  1936 Louie and Pearl Deberry,
  South Haven, Springfi eld
July  31,  1949 James and Bernadine Sullins,
  First, Harvester
Aug. 25,  1950 Paul and Ruth Harvey,
  Southridge, Jefferson City

OZARK NEW RESIDENTS

Opal Pennel, Hamlin, Springfi eld
Odetta Politte, First, St. Ann
James Sullins (transfer from ILU) First, Harvester

OZARK  DEATHS

Frances Baker, Centennial, Mexico
 February 28, 1921 - March 27, 2006
Dorothy Dixon, National Heights, Springfi eld
 February 8, 1919 - April 20, 2006

    

Dr. D. J. Scott, the second superintendent of The Home, and an or-
ganization of Baptist women called The Baptist Women’s League 
of Missouri, almost saved the day. They rallied to the cause of The 
Baptist Home by managing a campaign to collect coupons from 
Colgate-Palmolive products and stars from packages of Folger’s 
coffee. That campaign, other money and a last minute loan of 
$5,500 enabled The Home to pay off the mortgage.

Incredibly, after paying off what was then an enormous debt of 
$60,000, for want of $1731.51 brought in fi ve separate lawsuits, 
the property of The Home was sold on the courthouse steps at 
Ironton on April 19, 1935. Providentially, a local Episcopalian busi-
nessman with a heart for The Home bought the property and sold 
it back to a new corporation, The Home for Aged Baptists, for “the 
sum of one dollar and other valuable considerations.” When the 
State Association in Kansas City withheld funds designated for 
The Home for several months, Dr. Scott’s headline in The Baptist 
Home read “Not a Penny from State Headquarters!” He pleaded 
for readers to send gifts “direct to The Home.”

World War II Brings Rationing

The immediate impact of rationing during the Second World War 
for The Home came in late 1942 when its two fi eld men, who trav-
eled the state in a pickup truck to gather donations of food and 
supplies, were grounded. 

That meant a loss of $6,000 to $8,000 that the fi eld men usu-
ally brought in. To compensate, Dr. Scott set the Easter offering 
goal much higher every year and the people responded. In addi-
tion, people continued to send all the food needed at The Home 
throughout the war.

Adversity Continues

Countless other examples of adversity met and overcome could 
be cited. Here are just a few:

 • During John Burney’s fi rst full year as Superintendent,
  1954, The Home’s Cooperative Program allocation
  was cut from $42,000 to $36,000. 
 • It was also about that time that the trustees, with 
  great foresight, approved a motion to earmark all un-
  designated monies from wills and estates to the endowment. 
  It was a courageous decision because operating 
  funds were still desperately needed. Yet it was that self-im-
  posed hardship that enables The Home today to contin-
  ues benevolent care to over half its residents at a cost 
  of nearly $2 million.
 • During Ed Goodwin’s administration, The Baptist Home 
  was licensed for the fi rst time in 1980. It was excep-
  tionally costly because of the physical changes called 
  for by the regulations, the hiring of additional staff and 
  the training required of all nursing staff.
 • During the late 1980’s The Baptist Home-Chillicothe was 
  constructed  and paid off despite the fact that the farm 
  economy in northwest Missouri had hit rock bottom
 • During the mid 1990’s a crisis arose when The 
  Home’s new Springfi eld site failed to receive tax abatement. 
  That challenge resulted in the purchase of the present 
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Dear Friend, 

 Judith Allen Shelley, author of Spiritual Care, devotes an entire chapter to what 
she calls compassionate presence—the active listening, empathy, vulnerability, 
humility and commitment required of the Christian caregiver.  Compassionate 
presence characterizes the ministry of The Baptist Home.  Are there two better 
words to describe our founders who opened a rented house, helped pay expenses 
from their own pockets and were always there for those early residents?

 A concrete example of compassionate presence is benevolence.  The 
benevolence of The Home began in 1913 and is still in place 93 years later.   
Benevolence means that residents are accepted regardless of ability to pay and 
that all residents receive the same compassionate care.  

 Our frontline caregivers are a compassionate presence everyday for our 
residents.  These are the staff—nursing, activities, maintenance, food service, 
housekeeping, social services and secretarial—who share their very lives with 
residents…a touch…a hug…a prayer…shared laughter and sorrow…a thousand 
simple acts of kindness and caring, repeated day after day and year after year.  
No wonder they call this place “The Home”…no wonder the favorite relationship 
metaphor is “family.”

 You, too, have been a compassionate 
presence for our residents.  You, and thousands 
of others like you, have been there for our 
residents in countless ways.  You have supported 
them, undergirded them and lifted them up 
with your cards and letters, your prayers, your 
personal visits and your gifts.  Your mid-year support to The Baptist Home can 
help provide for the needs of our residents at Arcadia Valley (Ironton), Chillicothe 
and Ozark.  

Sincerely,

Steven R. Jones, President

P.S. I thank you.  Your previous gifts have made a difference in the lives of our 
residents.  Your gift now can continue to provide the security of home for them.

Dear Steve,

Enclosed is my gift of $100 _____$50 _____$500 _____$250_____$Other_______  to help provide the compassionate presence that our Baptist 
Home residents need and deserve.

Please use my gift for residents at ___Arcadia Valley ___Chillicothe ___Ozark ___Where needed most

Name  This Gift is made in in honor/memory (circle one) of:

Address   

City/State/Zip

Phone  (        )
       

Please Notify 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Phone
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  Challenges to The 
Baptist Home are nothing 
new. Throughout its history 
The Home has always 
worked through diffi culties 
that have little to do with 
its own initiative. 

  The Values Crisis 
has led to the extremes 
of Liberalism and 

Fundamentalism. The media seems more than willing to cater 
to both, ignoring the vast majority of us who are neither…and 
who seem to have little voice in the public debate. Unless 
we are willing to join one of the extremes, we are rejected by 
both. Baptists are profoundly engaged in this crisis. Although 
The Baptist Home is doing well, it has suffered the loss of 
donors and potential residents as it refuses to be identifi ed 
with either extreme.  
 The Health Care Crisis and all of its complexity…
and lack of affordability…affect our ministry in many ways. 
Not only are employees faced with increased personal 
health care costs, but changes in the health care system 
cause The Home to provide more acute care management 
for residents…and much of it at The Home’s expense. 
 The Regulatory Crisis adds stress, costs and 
confusion as we are tossed back and forth from complex 
regulation…to deregulation…that requires fl exibility and 
quick responses of our staff to be in compliance. It is rare, 
but there are times residents and employees are upset with 
us regarding regulations which are beyond our control.  
 The Litigation Crisis causes The Home’s leadership 
to always be looking over our shoulders to prevent any 
suspicious person from fi ling a fraudulent claim, thereby 
harming this great ministry. The Baptist Home is very fortunate 
in this regard but it is becoming an increasing threat. It is 
obvious to me that Baptists have not taken the ascending 
liability threat seriously in a quest to claim sole ownership 
and control over autonomous organizations.    
 And the Energy Crisis will force all of us to become 
better stewards of energy resources. Increased costs will 
cause us to work harder to provide more funds and control 
expenses.
 In spite of the challenges, The Home will 
continue to work proactively to address the issues that 
face this ministry. And we will do so by: 
 Developing employees through team building…
esteem building…and relationship building. This, hopefully, 
will make us more effi cient and effective as caregivers. 
The values displayed in The Home’s philosophy of care for 
residents must also be applied to our employees. In fact, I 
believe it should color all of our relationships…residents, 
families, friends, employees, trustees and donors. It is 
descriptive of the uniqueness of The Baptist Home ministry. 
It will make us a better people…with improved quality of 

Flossie Politte 
(First - Bismarck)

Richard and Odell Gage 
(Rockhill - St. Louis)

Bob Yount
(First - Iron Mountain)

The Baptist Home - Arcadia Valley New Residents

life…and more genuine compassion for those who receive 
care. 
 We continue to struggle with our identity. Our 
passion and commitment are as strong as ever, but we have 
been thrown into an identity crisis as we struggle with “what 
it means to be a Baptist.” This can be healthy for us because 
it forces us to reexamine the focus and scope of this ministry 
to aging adults. The challenge is to keep our historic Baptist 
and conservative Christian values in place as we explore 
new territory for ministry. 
 Controlling expenses…including benevolence to 
a level we can practically fund; investing and maintaining 
our property assets…and doing effective development…
promotes sound fi scal operations and assures a future for this 
ministry. Providing for the capital needs of three campuses 
guarantees the “marketability” of our services. It is not just 
a secular “marketability” for which we strive…it is the right 
thing to do...to offer a secure, quality living environment for 
our residents. 
 Identifying the characteristics of the coming 
generation will help us to meet their needs. According 
to generational research, each generation, made up of 20 
year spans, is different. We are at the beginning of a new 
generation of residents….Adapter Types, also known as the 
Silent Generation, born 1923 to 1943. Knowing what they 
and their Idealist (Baby Boomer) children want and need in 
retirement living is vital to our ministry for several years to 
come. 
 The next 20 years may be the most challenging 
we have ever faced in our history. The geo-political confl icts 
have potential for worldwide destruction. The battle of 
religions and values increase geo-political instability. The 
competition for limited resources will either destroy us or 
cause us to grow. 
 Perhaps the Lord will return and end it all. 
Nevertheless, I think we should do our calling until He comes. 
Do you agree? Nothing would please me more than to be 
found faithful doing His work when He comes.   
 Finding new ways to promote The Baptist Home 
ministry will be a challenge. We must be open to God’s 
opportunity in this matter…not only in order for this ministry 
to survive, but as Frank Fain has often said “to thrive.”  
 Offering aging education is as vital to what we do 
as giving a place for older adults to live. Again, it is not the 
“marketability” benefi t we gain from such services; it is what 
our mission, vision, ministry and core values are all about. 
Our experience, knowledge and skills about aging must be 
shared out there where folks live.
 Although I have shared many challenges, I am not 
afraid and I am confi dent that together with God’s help and 
direction we can meet and exceed that which is laid before 
us. We look forward to glorifying God together, with you, by 
demonstrating His Love to aging humanity.

Corporate Office
P. O. Box 87

Ironton, MO 63650
(573) 546-2709

Arcadia Valley Campus
P. O. Box 87

Ironton, MO 63650
(573) 546-7429

The Baptist Home
www.thebaptisthome.org

Chillicothe Campus
500 Baptist Home Lane
Chillicothe, MO 64601

(660) 646-6219

Ozark Campus
P. O. Box 1040

Ozark, MO 65721
(417) 581-2101

93 Years of LifeCare
1913 - 2006

  site of The Baptist Home-Ozark.

It has been nearly six years since the historic decision of our 
Baptist Home Board of Trustees precipitated the latest front to 
pass through. It has been such a long time and so much paper 
and ink wasted on propaganda that it might be a good time to 
simply remind readers of what really happened.

On September 12, 2000, the Board of Trustees of The Baptist 
Home voted unanimously (the vote was 20 to 0) to establish a 
self-electing board.

The overwhelming reason for the action of the trustees was to 
protect the ministry and the assets of The Baptist Home. Litiga-
tion against nursing homes had replaced tobacco lawsuits as 
the great wave of nationwide litigation. The Baptist Home had 
to seek new liability insurance because major insurers were 
getting out of the business of insuring nursing homes. To get 
coverage, The Baptist Home had to pay a 31 percent premium 
increase for 40 percent less coverage.

Because ascending liability follows the line of control, the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention would have been liable for lawsuits 
against The Home and vice versa under the old arrangement. 
Believing that they had a fi duciary responsibility to protect the 
ministry and assets of The Home, the trustees acted in good 
faith and good conscience.

You may remember that The Home made its decision a year 
before others agencies and institutions acted to become self 
electing. Our trustees and especially our president at the time, 
Larry Johnson, were vilifi ed.

You may recall that The Home worked hard to maintain its 
historic ties with the Convention. A new covenant agreement 
between The Home and the Convention was approved by our 
trustees and by the Executive Board of the Convention before 
being defeated at the convention in Cape Girardeau. The Con-
vention subsequently escrowed and then cut off all funding and 
meaningful contact with The Home. 

The lawsuit fi led in 2002 against The Home and four other in-
stitutions has now dragged on for four years.

In 2004 the Convention voted that the Anniversary Offering 
given through the Convention would no longer be sent to The 
Baptist Home. The Anniversary Offering was established by 
The Home in 1923.

In spite of all this, the ministry of The Home remains strong. 
The Home fi nished 2005 in the black fi nancially. Benevolent 
support continues for approximately 50 percent of our resi-
dents at a cost of about $2 million annually.

The Baptist Home has weathered many storms. With 
God’s grace and the help of all who have upheld this min-
istry with their prayers, visits and gifts, it will weather this 
storm as well.

 Did You Know? Continued from page 7The Home Undaunted by Future Challenges
Steven R. Jones, President


