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Centennial of The Baptist Home and Founding 
of The Ozark Campus Celebrated

The Saints Alive senior choir from South 
Haven Baptist Church in Springfield sang 
the words above as the finale of a great day 
of celebration at the church on November 
7. Members of the choir also served lunch 
to a gathering of trustees and area donors 
to the ministry of The Baptist Home as it 
celebrated a century of service to the elderly 
as well as the opening of the third campus 
of The Baptist Home at Ozark in 1997.

The “saints” had been faithful in working 
on this anthem since early in the year and 
were scheduled to sing at the Centennial 
celebration at the campus in the Arcadia Valley 
on May 4 but were rained and washed out by 
the inordinate rains of that first week of May. 
For those who heard them, it was worth the 
wait from May to November. We are grateful 
to South Haven’s minister of music, Danny 
Heath, pastor Ryan Palmer, and minister to 
seniors, Jeri Losey,( who served as caterer and 
chief of the kitchen in preparing the bountiful 

luncheon fare), and South Haven members 
Margaret Woolley and Evelyn Gustafson for 
preparations and decorations.  

“Scars and Struggles on the Way”
Bill Riggs, grandson of the founders Milford 
and Mary Riggs, recalled the early struggles 
of his grandparents as they opened a rented 
house in Ironton to the first residents of The 
Baptist Home in 1913. Bill served as a bridge 
between the founding by Dr. and Mrs. Riggs a 
hundred years ago and the establishment of 
the Ozark campus sixteen years ago at which 
time he served as chairman of The Board of 
Trustees. When then executive director of 
The Home, Ed Goodwin, asked Bill what he 
thought his grandfather would say about 
the addition of a third campus of The Baptist 
Home, Bill’s reply was that “he would have 
thought it was amazing.” But after further 
reflection, Bill changed his mind. “Granddad 
would have expected it and might have said, 
“What took you so long?”   

Sammy Allen paid tribute to former DOM of 
Greene County, Jim Joslin, who was unable to 
be there this day but had been instrumental 
as chair of the long range planning committee 
of The Home’s trustees in directing The Home 
toward the Springfield area. 

Jim Jeffries, pastor of National Heights Baptist 
Church in Springfield for over 30 years, 
opened wide the church’s doors to welcome 
the trustees and feed them during their 
meetings from 1992 through 1995 and also 
provided office space for Sammy Allen as 
the administrator elect of the new campus. 
Rev. Jeffries recalled how the property first 
purchased by The Home in Springfield was 
denied tax exempt status by Greene County 
and had to be sold. Jim said he was glad 
that property did not work out because that 
location is now a zoo (traffic snarls and all) 
while the campus at Ozark is much more 
peaceful (especially when the residents are 
sleeping). 

Nolan Carrier was one of the Springfield 
area pastors who helped The Home raise 
funds during the capital campaign to 
build the new campus. Earlier when he 
had been pastor at Ava, he took groups of 
young people to the Arcadia campus and 
marveled at how far away it was. Later he 
marveled again that there was a home in 
Chillicothe where he had counted more 
cows than people. He later decided that 
there was a home in both places because 

Continued on next page

Never once did we ever walk alone
Never once did you leave us on our own

You are faithful, God, You are faithful. 
- From “NEVER ONCE” by Matt Redmond

Saints Alive Choir

Jim Jeffries

Bill Riggs



Trustee Margaret Quinn with Arcadia Valley 
Administrator Sherri Snider.

God had put them there as He eventually 
did in Southwest Missouri. He stressed how 
the ministry of The Home is about being 
the hands and feet of Jesus.

Dr. Russell Keeling was unsure that he was 
qualified to serve as co-chair of the capital 
campaign to raise money of The Baptist 
Home-Ozark because of an aversion to 
asking people for money. He eventually 
came to the understanding that what he 
was really doing was giving people an 
opportunity to receive a blessing. Later he 
was blessed to serve as chairman of The 
Home’s board of trustees when they voted 
to open wide the doors to Christians who 
were not Missouri Baptists. 

President of The Baptist Home Steven Jones 
thanked the donors, families of residents 
and staff for their prayers and financial 
support. He often refers to the ministry of 
The Home using agricultural metaphors 
and this time compared The Home to a 
demonstration plot. Just as farmers display 
crops with signs indicating what kind of 
seed was planted there, “The Home serves 
as a model in caring for the elderly,” Steven 
said. 

Centennial Celebration at Ozark (continued)

Sammy Allen also thanked the gathering 
for their support. He recalled a few of the 
residents that he and his staff have had the 
privilege of serving at The Home including 
the first residents of the Ozark campus, Rev. 
and Mrs. H.W. Hawes and Bennie Henry who 
was an elephant trainer at the Kansas City 
zoo during his career. Sammy concluded by 
asking the audience to raise hands if they 
have or have had a family member living at 
The Baptist Home-Ozark and thanked them 
for the privilege of caring for their loved 
ones.

Scars and struggles on the way
But with joy our hearts can say
Yes, our hearts can say
Never once did we ever walk alone
Never once did You leave us on our own
You are faithful, God, you are faithful.
So sang the Saints Alive choir, the wonderful 
words from the pen of Matt Redmond. 

It is the short version of the story of The 
Baptist Home. 
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Jim Nelson is the Director 
of Advancement for The 
Baptist Home. He over-
sees the development, 
marketing and com-
munications program to 
ensure the home is able 
to accomplish its mission 

and ministry, now and in the future.

Trustee Dennis Wedgeworth and retired 
director of the Saints Alive choir, the 
incomparable Bob Woolley.

Ozark Administrator Sammy Allen with retired 
Activities Director Vonda Hambelton and her 
husband, Alvin.
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I thank each of them for what has been 
done to advance the ministry of The Bap-
tist Home. 

I want to especially thank two members 
of our advancement team. Our president 
Steven Jones is the best person I have ever 
worked for. He is a student of human na-
ture who works tirelessly to discover our 
individual relational styles and relate to 
each of us accordingly. He has a very risky 
management style. He tells you what he ex-
pects and turns you loose to do the work, 
trusting God and trusting you to complete 
it. He is the kind of man you don’t ever 
want to disappoint. I hope I have not. 
 
Becky Barton, our development specialist, 
is the best person who has ever worked 
for me. She also has worked tirelessly to 
advance the ministry of The Home over 
the last eight years and will take over all 
our communications and public relations 
functions as the new Director of Commu-
nications. Becky is extremely able and also 
has a compassionate heart for the elderly 
we serve. 

I also want to thank our donors. Some of 
you have become my good friends. After 
a brief hiatus, I plan to work part-time for 
The Home. I will continue to call on you. 
I will also do what I can to help (and not 
hinder) Steve, Ron and Becky as they con-
tinue this great ministry of Christ-like com-
passionate care.   JWN

I will be retiring from The Baptist Home 
at the end of the year. It has been a great 
privilege to serve and minister at The Bap-
tist Home. These past seventeen years 
have been the most fulfilling of my career. 
When I started in 1996 as director of devel-
opment, there was no one to direct. Today, 
we have a wonderful advancement team, 
headed by our president Steven Jones. 
 
My colleague Frank Fain is not an advance-
ment officer but he has been a part of 
meetings and our reporting and has been 
instrumental in spreading the word that 
the ministry of The Home extends far be-
yond the walls of our three campuses. Our 
three chaplains, Tommy Harper, Gerald 
Collier and Richard Hurtgen, also serve as 
key members of our advancement team. 
Former trustee Wade Paris has worked 
with churches in the western part of the 

state. My oldest colleague in terms of ser-
vice is Roger Hatfield who has patiently 
persevered in his work in spite of having 
his assignments changed almost annually. 
He has been the key player from the be-
ginning in the establishment of the House 
of Mercy in Belarus. 
 
Our full time development officers are 
Greg Lober in western Missouri and Ron 
Mackey in eastern Missouri. We have been 
fortunate to have Greg’s expertise in the 
area of planned giving at the service of The 
Baptist Home for the last couple of years. 
Ron Mackey is uniquely qualified to serve 
The Baptist Home. He has served as trustee 
of both The Home and our foundation and 
as pastor of Baptist churches in Oklahoma 
and Missouri. Ron will be succeeding me as 
Director of Advancement next year. He will 
bring strong leadership to the position. 

The Grace of Giving

Ron Mackey 
New Director of Advancement

Becky Barton
New Director of Communications

The Baptist Home
www.thebaptisthome.org/support
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34th Annual Auction and 
HomeComing

Amanda Misselhorn, DON, shared her artistic 
talent by providing face painting for the 
younger HomeComing visitors.

Baptist Home Trustee Ruth Ann Blase and her 
husband, Bill, enjoyed watching the auction 
from the comfort of a large shade tree in 
Rhoades Park.

Keith Skaggs of Chestnut Ridge-Farmington 
enjoyed a visit with resident and fellow church 
member Sue Suchman.

Former president of The Baptist Home, Larry 
Johnson, and his wife, Jane, visited with long-
time friend and pastor of Doe Run Baptist 
Church, Keith Huffman.

Despite the heat, a large crowd gathered in 
Rhoades Park for the 34th Annual Auction and 
HomeComing.

Baptist Home president Steven Jones and 
auctioneers Don Akers and Mike Rhoades took 
care of pre-auction details.

......................................Thank You
Arcadia Valley residents and staff would 
like to thank the churches and individuals 
who visited the campus from August 
through October 2013. 
Fellowship Baptist Church, Cape Girardeau 
Tower Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis 
New Hope Baptist Church, Fulton 
First Baptist Church, Fenton (see photo) 
Little Brushy Baptist Church, Wappapello 
Calvary Baptist Church, De Soto 
Golden Street Quartet, Festus (see photo) 
Lynwood Baptist Church, 
     Cape Girardeau (see photo) 
Gary Barlow 
Arcadia Valley Community Church (see photo)

Arcadia Valley Community Church

First-Fenton with residents Leona Goskie and 
Nadine Gifford.

Golden Street Quartet, Festus

Lynwood-Cape Girardeau with resident John Cope.
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Lois and Lee Wilkerson with Sadie.

Chris Fritschle and Annie.

Pet Therapy

Virgie Dodd, Fanny Burks, Bill 
Lumbley and Annie.

Martha Baker and Mickey

1st Place B Flight - First Baptist Church, Farmington -  Harvey 
Faircloth, Larry Skaggs, Bill Miller and John Jackson

1st Place A Flight - Mineral Area Office Supply - John 
Yow, Tony Pollis, Keith Petty and Greg Sisk

Arcadia Valley 6th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament

Special Thanks to our corporate sponsors!
You helped make the 6th Annual Arcadia Valley Charity Golf 

Tournament a Success!

Amheart Hospice volunteer Tricia 
Curtis with staffer Connie Francis.

Active Living resident Carolyn 
Gerheauser with volunteer Lisa 
Sumpter, First State Financial 
Management.

Safe Harbor Hospice volunteers 
Michelle Smith and Debra 
Thurston.

Over $12,000 was raised for the residents of the AV campus.
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Join us on Facebook

Olive Naramore Bonnie Hardin

Welcome Our New Residents!

Bill Naramore

Rex Florea (IL) Melva Florea (IL)Wilma Gifford

Down on the Farm

Peggy ThomasGerry Stephen

John Cope

Donna Haus

Carolyn Gerheauser and Lena Patterson

Ron and Carol Hopkins of Ironton recently hosted residents at their equestrian farm. As these photos show, residents had a great time.
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Immediate Needs
Washcloths (colored) and Bath Towels 
(colored and white); Kleenex; Listerene; 
Fixodent; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; 
Efferdent; Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; 
Toothpaste; Razors; Hairbrushes; 
Combs; Flower Arranging Supplies; 
Women’s socks (white); Men’s sleeveless 
t-shirts (white-XL); Cotton balls; Fleece; 
Pre-cut print fabric books; Yarn (whole 
skeins); Embroidery needles (large eye); 
Long straight pins; Large safety pins; 
Sharp scissors; White Felt (half or more 
yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts.

Volunteer Opportunities
Special music groups  anytime; Sunday 
sing-a-longs; fingernail painting; letter 
writing;  scripture reading 1 on 1; Special 
music for Sunday Worship Services; 
helping in the craft’s department.

For more information contact:  
Debbie Boswell
Activities Director
(573) 546-7429
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org 
www.thebaptisthome.org/volunteer

BIRTHDAYS 
Jan  3 Lois Wilkerson, 
 First, Ironton 
Jan  4 Lloyd Mooney, 
 First, Ironton 
Jan  9 Homer Hughes, 
 First, Ironton 
Jan  10 Robert Ruppert, 
 United Methodist, Kirkwood 
Jan  10 Margeory Wright, 
 First, Ferguson 
Jan  22 Lee Truax, 
 First, Newton, MS 
Jan  27 Wanda Purvis, Patterson 
Jan  30 Peggy Thomas, First, Salem 
Feb  2 Gladys Wilkerson, 
 First, Ironton 
Feb  13 Ruth Funk, 
 First, Kimberling City 
Feb  13 Dorothy Warner, 
 First, Ellisville 
Feb  15 Leona Goskie, 
 First, Fenton 
Feb  17 Dorothy Brotherton, 
 First, Farmington 
Feb  20 Donna Haus, 
 First, Farmington 
Feb  21 Joyce Larrew, 
 Fee Fee, Bridgeton 
Mar  6 Vernell Williams, 
 First, Jefferson City 
Mar  8 Betty Dalton, 
 Cross Keys, Florissant 
Mar  11 Edna Johnson, 
 Church of the Savior, Mesa, AZ 
Mar  23 Chris Fritschle, 
 Central, Eureka  
Mar  24 William Twitchel, Warrenton 
Mar  27 Jesslyn Lewis, 
 First, Farmington 

Mar  27 Olive Naramore, 
 High Gate, St. James 
Mar  31 Isabelle Strong, 
 Second Presbyterian, 
 Memphis, TN

ANNIVERSARIES 
Jan  5 Lee and Lois Wilkerson, 
 First, Ironton 
Mar  28 Charles and Virgie Dodd, 
 Florissant Valley, Florissant   
 
NEW RESIDENTS 
Aug  5 Rex Florea, 
 First, Ironton (IL) 
Aug  21 Wilma Gifford, 
 First, New Franklin 
Sep  2 Melva Florea, 
 First, Ironton (IL) 
Oct  15 Bonnie Hardin, 
 First, Herculaneum/Pevely 
Oct  17 Bill and Olive Naramore,   
 High Gate, St. James

DECEASED RESIDENTS 
Aug  10 Ruth Starr, Evangel, Silva 
Sep  21 Joy Phillips, First, Ironton 
Sep  26 Susanna Sackett, 
 First, Knob Lick 
Sep  26 Lena Borgman, 
 Overland Baptist 
Oct   27 Carol Reed, 
 Black Mountain, Arcadia 
Oct  31 Gloria Dunning, 
 Memorial, Jefferson City

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT FACILITY 
Oct  4 John Elliot, Respite Care

.................................................................................Arcadia Valley Campus Information

Arcadia Valley Census
Long Term Care:  73
IL Apartments:     17

Vacancies in Residential Care and 
Assisted Living. 

For more information about the 
Arcadia Valley campus contact:

Sherri Snider, Administrator
ssnider@thebaptisthome.org

The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley
PO Box 87, Ironton, MO  63650

Phone (573) 546-7429 ~ Fax (573) 546-6212

.......................................
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From the President’s Desk
Like you, I do complain a lot about having 
to live with change.  Change is something 
I am always terribly aware of especially in 
these days of increased knowledge and 
technology.  From the pilot’s seat, every 
day presents new challenges for me at The 
Baptist Home.  At times, it is overwhelming 
and at other times it is very satisfying, 
especially when it results in good.
 
I was fascinated by a book I recently came 
across at a Barnes and Noble titled, “The Art 
of Uncertainty: How to Live in the Mystery 
of Life and Love It” by Dennis Merritt Jones. 
And, of course, I bought it…I couldn’t resist.  
If there was ever a book for me, other than 
the Bible, this was it. 
 
I was enticed by such chapter headings as: 

Coming To the Edge of Uncertainty,•	
Like It or Not, this Too Shall Pass,•	
Are You Committed or Just Interested,•	
The Wisdom of Knowing What and •	
When to Let Go,
Pay Attention to Your Intention,•	
Remembering to Remember Who We •	
Are, Where We Are, and Why We Are.

The book is not decidedly Christian, but 
is a collection of human wisdom about 
accepting change. Some may take issue with 
me for reading a book that can be considered 
worldly by many Christian circles. However, 
before you misjudge me, I figured that if 
the book had a quote from Chuck Swindoll 
it couldn’t be all bad. I could respond with 
the quote from Dr. Seuss, “Be who you are 
and say what you feel, because those who 
mind don’t matter and those who matter 
don’t mind.” It was under the subheading of 
chapter 5, “Attachment to Approval Stifles 
our Potential.” 
 
Going back to Dr. Seuss reminded me of 
one of the delightful comments of a former 

resident when she turned 100 years old.  Mrs. 
Day who taught me plenty about accepting 
change said, “Now that I am 100, I can tell 
people what I really think.”  If you had known 
her, I don’t think you would have thought 
she had trouble telling people what she 
thought.  Along the same lines another 
former resident Mrs. Allen said, “Excuse me 
for living, the graveyard is full.” After saying 
that, she would tootle and dance down the 
hallway in a happy-go-lucky manner. 
 
Perhaps age does something to us after we 
live a lifelong experience with uncertainty.  
Maybe it can peel back all of the façade and 
the pretentiousness we acquire along the 
way. Just maybe, we see more authenticity 
in old age than we see at any other age in 
life. And, I think that is one of the good things 
about growing older as we draw nearer to 
God. 
 

By the way and speaking of change, I want 
to thank my colleague Jim Nelson and wish 
him well in retirement.  I am glad he will not 
be a stranger to The Baptist Home.  After a 
short hiatus, he will return to us part-time.  
Thanks, Jim, for a job well done and thanks 
for making the life of uncertainty, a little 
more certain. 
.......................................

.......................................

Steven Jones has 
been President of 
The Baptist Home  
since 2006. Prior to 
serving as president, 
he was Administra-
tor of the Chillicothe 

campus.  Steven has provided leadership and 
vision in establishing directives for The Bap-
tist Home to ensure it continues to provide 
care for residents and educational support 
for friends and family of The Home.

 
OZARK CONFERENCE FOR SENIOR ADULT MINISTERS 
Senior Adult Minister and Boomer Adult Minister’s Retreat 
September 22 – 25, 2014 
First Baptist Church - Geyer Springs, Arkansas 
Contact: Max Pyron, mpyron@gsfbc.org  
SENIOR ADULT RETREAT @ WINDERMERE 
September 29 – October 1, 2014 
Sponsored by:  Windermere Conference Center 
Contact: Janet Hill
jhill@windermereusa.org - 573-346-5200

SENIOR ADULT DAY @ YOUR CHURCH 
If your congregation is needing a Guest Minister 
for this special event,  The Baptist Home has several 
staff members available to be a Senior Adult Day speaker. 
Contact: Dr. Frank Fain 
ffain@thebaptisthome.org - 573-546-2709   

Upcoming Senior Adult Events
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Communicating with someone who is 
confused can be frustrating.  And yet, 
somehow caregivers need to listen and 
speak in a way that builds trust and 
lowers anxiety.  Anxiety only heightens 
uncooperative, difficult behavior and 
impedes communication.  The goal is to 
provide as much quality of life as possible 
for the confused person by lowering the 
distress that can accompany difficult 
moments.  
 
Therefore, it is important to prepare for 
the relationship with a confused person.  
Naomi Feil in her book, The Validation 
Breakthrough, speaks of the value of 
‘centering.’  Caregivers must be in the 
right frame of mind in order to handle 
the complicated thoughts, feelings and 
behaviors that may come to the surface.  
‘Centering’ begins when the caregiver 
acknowledges his or her own feelings.  It is 
important to find a way to express them so 
they are not imposed on the relationship.
 
The exercise of certain relaxation 
techniques by the caregiver is helpful.  
For example, the practice of deep, slow 

breathing calms the internal being.  The 
imagery of slowly breathing in new fresh 
air and expelling old stale air (thoughts 
and feelings) can be therapeutic for the 
caregiver.  Positive self-talk can sweep 
away worrisome and needless thoughts 
before and during an exchange.  This 
intentional effort will prepare the caregiver 
for empathetic listening and unconditional 
acceptance.
 
Joy Goodwin, who introduced Validation 
Therapy to The Baptist Home in the 
1980’s, gave this good advice.  “Relax; the 
confused or disoriented do not have to 
live in our reality.  It’s okay to allow them 
to have their own reality as long as they 
are not in physical danger or a danger to 
others.”  Insisting that the confused person 
live in the caregiver’s reality does not work.  
Reality Therapy attempts to correct the 
confused with verbal and written cues.  
However, this is often found to increase 
agitation and is generally not beneficial for 
effective communication. 
 
The caregiver may miss an opportunity of 
understanding the underlying thoughts 
and feelings by becoming too obsessed 
with making sure the facts are correct.  
The confused person is probably speaking 
in symbolic language and not interested 
in facts anyway.  He or she may be 
subconsciously creating fantasy to express 
deeply felt needs.  Correction interrupts this 
process and will more than likely be met 
with stubborn resistance and increased 
hostility, agitation and withdrawal.  
 
Spouses and adult children of the 
confused may find this approach difficult 
since life lived in the family unit and 
workplace often involves correction.  
However, the caregiver’s feelings of 
anger, fear, embarrassment and guilt 
must be put aside.  Accepting the 
confused person’s condition frees the 
caregiver to find effective ways to have 
a meaningful conversation.  This builds 

Prepare Before Communicating with the Confused

The Baptist Home provides educational 
seminars at no charge as part of The 
Baptist Home’s commitment to care for all 
aging humanity. 

For more information about  available 
seminars or scheduling a seminar 
contact The Baptist Home, 866-454-
2709, desk@thebaptisthome.org or visit 
www.thebaptisthome.org/seminars.

greater understanding by allowing deeply 
felt needs to be expressed in a safe and 
nonjudgmental way.

This approach builds trust; however, it is 
also essential not to patronize, lie or play 
along with the mistaken reality.  On one 
level the confused person may realize you 
are toying with them.  This does not make 
for a good relationship or meaningful 
experience.  Next time I will address some 
important ways to build trust without 
patronizing. 
 
Steven Jones writing on behalf of Dr. Frank Fain

.......................................

.......................................

To learn more about Validation 

Therapy and The Baptist Home’s 

Philosophy of Care visit :

www.thebaptisthome.org/philosophy
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Chillicothe Featured in Publication

The Baptist Home-Chillicothe was recently 
featured in New Generations, a newsletter 
published by the Missouri Department 
of Health and Senior Services. In his 
article entitled “On the Road…to Culture 
Change,” Sam Plaster, State Culture Change 
Coordinator, shares in detail the progress 
made by The Baptist Home-Chillicothe 
staff to adapt to the ever-changing needs 
of our residents and provide person-
centered, quality care. 

Administrator Jackson told me about 
extraordinary Bath Aide Michelle Reed. 
What an understatement! I have seen a 

lot of bathing rooms and met several bath 
aides, but I have not experienced anything 
quite like Ms. Reed, a five-year Baptist Home 
employee who obviously loves her job.

Ms. Reed’s list of residents who want a bath 
has grown to 15 daily. The environment 
and individualized care she provides make 
a difference. She never rushes residents and 
begins by visiting each one to determine 
their schedules and choices. Several who 
were once resistant to bathing now look 
forward to it. Why? Ms. Reed reads to one 
during bath time because she discovered 
how much the resident loves it and specific 
books. She indulges another resident who 
wants to hear a local radio station and a 
specific type of music during bath time.

And then there’s the resident painter, who 
had also resisted bathing, but now spends 
an hour in the tub. The reason: Ms. Reed 
decorates the bathing room with the 
resident’s paintings—which the resident 
chooses and changes seasonally—and uses 
electronic tea lights instead of overhead 
lights, per the resident’s request. The 
resident recently asked to be baptized in 
the whirlpool tub, and several staff members 

LPN Cheryl Huffman and Bath Aide 
Michelle Reed

Mickey Cox, member of Calvary-Chillicothe and 
a big Kansas City Royals fan, gave a presentation 
on her collection of sports memorabilia with 
residents.

Several residents gathered and prayed as they 
took part in “See You at the Pole.”

Residents and staff took a road trip to the Shatto 
Milk Company in Osborn, Missouri.  Mal Roach, Dolly 
McCracken, Carol and Bill Gutshall, Cora Grouse and 
Willa Jane Smith enjoyed the dairy farm tour.

were present as the chaplain honored her 
request.

Administrator Jackson had already told 
me that Ms. Reed uses specialty soaps and 
lotions, sometimes at her own expense. I 
thought it was kind of funny when Ms. Reed 
hunted me down after our visit to make sure 
I knew that she did not use “institutional 
soap.”

Ms. [Cheryl] Huffman says Baptist Home 
residents have always had more choices 
than residents in other homes, and those 
choices keep expanding. She has seen a lot 
of changes over the years. The Baptist Home 
no longer uses resident restraints, wakes up 
residents early, or delivers meals to residents’ 
rooms in Styrofoam containers. The home 
has also been repainted and decorated to 
look more like home, and overhead paging 
is used only in emergencies. The best change, 
according to Ms. Huffman, has been the 
buffet dining. Residents have the right to 
eat what they want. “We don’t tell them 
what they can or can’t do; we ask and offer 
choices,” Ms. Huffman said. “New employees 
say, ‘This isn’t what I was expecting.’” 

To read the full article visit:  www.thebaptisthome.org/newgenerationsarticle.

Campus Activities
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Betty Phillips enjoyed playing Skip-Bo with 
campers from Thousand Hills Baptist Association 
in Kirksville.

Dolly McCracken helped snap beans from The 
Baptist Home garden.

Members of First-Plattsburg gave a puppet show for 
residents in the chapel.

Family Fun Night

Helen Jackson with great -grandson, Hudson.

Lois Ewing with her granddaughter, Brooke, and 
great-granddaughters, Saige and Aspen.

Betty Perry smiled as she visited with her great-
grandchildren during Family Fun Night.

Idella Akers was as excited to pass out treats as the 
children were to receive them.

Clara Pollock enjoyed handing out candy to her great 
and great-great-grandchildren.

Marjorie Reeter donned a wig and played a damsel 
in distress.  She was later rescued by Superman, a.k.a. 
staffer, Logen Mendenhall.
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Thank You
Chillicothe residents and staff would like 
to thank all of the churches, organizations 
and individuals who visited the campus 
from August through October 2013. 

Jamesport Mennonite Singers 
Grand Oaks Campers from Thousand 
     Hills Association, Kirksville  
First Baptist Church, Winigan-WMU (see photo) 
Pickers and Grinners, Chillicothe 
First Baptist Church, Trenton-Keenagers 
Calvary Baptist Church, Chillicothe-
     Puppet Team 
Music with Delmore and Friends, Chillicothe 
Fourth Grade Bloomers and Boomers, 
     Chillicothe 
First Baptist Church, Plattsburg-Puppet Show  
Linda Thornsberry and Kathi Park-
     Gutierrez (see photo)

Linda Thornsberry and Kathi Park-Gutierrez 
gave a presentation on their mission work in 
Liberia.

.......................................

Duane Wise (IL) Dolly McCracken

Helen Jackson Jeri Pratt

Bert Wilkinson David Carey (IL) Maxine Carey (IL)

Elaine Honeck (IL)

Ruth Sinclair

Welcome Our New Residents!

First-Winigan, WMU brought needs list items 
and helped residents cut rug strips for making 
braided rugs.
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Chillicothe Campus Information
BIRTHDAYS 
Jan  2 Laverna Williams, 
 Mt. Zion, Chillicothe 
Jan  10 Peggy Bate, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe 
Jan  10 Miriam Stelplugh, 
 First, Meadville 
Jan  13 Lola McNally, 
 Highview, Chillicothe 
Jan  17 Lois Gastineau, First, Chillicothe 
Jan  17 Cora Grouse, First, Chillicothe 
Jan  22 Stella York, First, Sedalia 
Jan  27 Nora Gilbert, 
 Church of Christ, Chillicothe 
Jan  29 Anne Drewel, 
 Memorial, Columbia 
Jan  30 Nadene Roach, 
 Lindenwood, St. Louis 
Feb  3 Idella Akers, 
 Olive Branch, Chillicothe 
Feb  7 Jean Wood, 
 United Methodist, Chillicothe 
Feb  26 Ralph Beliel, First, Browning 
Mar  7 Helen Jackson, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe 
Mar  9 Peggy Boxley, 
 First, Chillicothe 
Mar  10 Geneva Vanhorne, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe 
Mar  15 James Gibson, 
 New Harvest, Faucett 
Mar  28 James Grubbs, First, Savannah
 
ANNIVERSARIES
Mar  12 William “Mal” and Olive Roach, 
 Lindenwood, St. Louis 

NEW RESIDENTS 
Aug   8 Dolly McCracken, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe  
Aug  20 Bert Wilkinson, 
 St. Anthony Catholic 
 Church, Liberty 

................................................................................
Aug  27  David and Maxine Carey, 
 Northern Hills, Kearney (IL) 
Sep  21 Jeri Pratt, First, Harrisonville 
Sep  25 Helen Jackson, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe 
Oct   1 Duane Wise, 
 First, Lee’s Summit (IL) 
Oct   3 Elaine Honeck, 
 Bethlehem Lutheran, 
 Mason City, IA (IL) 
Oct   24 Ruth Sinclair, 
 First, Green City

DECEASED RESIDENTS 
Sep  18 Alene Burton, 
 First, Cassville 
Sep  18 Coleen Shepard, 
 First, Blythedale 
Oct   11 Neva Corf, 
 Calvary, Chillicothe 
Oct   14 Virginia Grisamore, 
 First, Chillicothe 
Oct   26 Joan Stephens, 
 United Methodist, Chillicothe  
 
RESIDENTS THAT LEFT FACILITY 
Oct   26 Carol Gutshall, 
 First, Trenton

Chillicothe Census
Long Term Care:  50
IL Apartments:     18

Vacancies in Residential Care and 
Assisted Living. 

For more information about the 
Chillicothe Campus contact:

Lynn Jackson, Administrator
ljackson@thebaptisthome.org
The Baptist Home-Chillicothe

500 Baptist Home Lane
Chillicothe, MO 64601-3973

Phone (660) 646-6219 ~ Fax (660) 646-5466

.......................................

Join us on Facebook

Immediate Needs
Heaing Aid Batteries  #675; Clothing 
Protectors (Colored or Printed) – (May 
request pattern); Postage Stamps; 
Kleenex; Hair Spray; Baby Shampoo; Baby 
Powder; Bar Soap; Fixodent; Mouthwash; 
Men & Women’s Spray Deodorant; 
Chap Stick; Disposable Razors (Mens & 
Womens); Hand & Body Lotion; Body 
Wash; Face Cream (Oil of Olay, Ponds, 
etc.); Special Spa-like, scented lotions i.e.:  
Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, etc. for 
whirlpool baths; Birthday gifts @ $1.00; 
Small Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed for Resident 
Bird Feeders; Size #10 Long Envelopes; 
Instrumental Easy Listening CD’s; New or 
Used IPods or MP3 Players; Magic Markers. 

Volunteer Opportunities
Provide a program or travelogue; 
provide special music or sing-a-long; 
youth groups are welcome; lead a 
table game session; read to residents; 
help residents write letters; visit 1 on 1 
(reminisce or look at residents’ photo 
album memories with them); do a book 
review; be a listener; demonstrate a 
craft project; host an ice cream social, 
cookie party, etc.

For more information contact:  
Joyce Stark
Activities Director
(660) 646-6219
jstark@thebaptisthome.org
www.thebaptisthome.org/volunteer

.......................................
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Do You Need Good Planning Information?

.......................................

.......................................

Greg Lober is  an 
Advancement Officer for 
The Baptist Home. He calls 
on individual and church 
donors in the Kansas City 
and Springfield areas. 

Greg has conducted over a thousand public 
and professional seminars on estate and tax 
planning and planned giving.

For more Estate Planning information:
Greg Lober, CFP
816-509-2812 or 573-546-2709
glober@thebaptisthome.org

Do you have an estate planning decision to 
make and need up-to-date information?  We 
have a place for you to find what you need.  It 
is the new estate planning and planned giving 
website for The Baptist Home and The Baptist 
Home Foundation.  You will be amazed at the 
amount of content that is available on wills, 
trusts and other estate planning tools.  The 
purpose of this article is to familiarize you with 
what is available on our website and how you 
can access the information.  Our desire is to 
provide the most accurate and up-to-date 
information to the friends and supporters of 
The Baptist Home.  It should be noted that on 
some pages you can increase the size of the text 
by clicking the Text Size button.

You begin by going to The Baptist Home 
website at www.thebaptisthome.org and then 
click Support.  You move down that page to the 
bottom left green section and click the arrow 
beside Planned Giving.  From here there are 
several directions you can go.  You can click Gift 
Options and go to types of assets that can be 
used in a planned charitable gift.  The What to 
Give tab includes Stocks and Bonds, Land or Real 
Estate and Retirement Plan assets as well as cash.  

There is an explanation of each type of asset and 
the tax rules.  You can also review How to Give 
which includes numerous options including 
Bequests, Charitable Gift Annuities, Charitable 
Remainder Trusts, the Give It Twice Trust and 
much more.  There is information on each of 
the giving options.  There are donor stories on 
many different planning issues included on the 
website.  There are also e-brochures that can be 
requested on almost every topic covered.

There is a great deal of information on Estate 
Planning.  You can reach the information by 
clicking Create Your Plan.  You can then click Learn 
About Wills which takes you to a wide variety 
of topics.  There is information on Wills, Living 
Trusts, Joint Tenancy, Planning for Children and 
other relevant issues.  There are videos available 
on most topics with case examples to help make 
the information more understandable.  

Under the Plan Your Will tab, click on Plan Now 
and you will enter the on-line planner.  This on-
line planner can lead you through preparations 
before you visit your estate planning attorney.  It 
will be necessary to set up a user ID and password 
and log in to use the on-line planner.  The 

process of logging on will make the information 
you enter completely confidential.  You can 
allow access to the planning information to 
your attorney.  The more prepared you are for 
your attorney visit, the more likely it will expedite 
the process and possibly lower the costs of your 
planning.  

Another important tool on the Planned Giving 
website, under the Gift Option or Create 
Your Plan, is the Planned Gifts Calculator.  You 
can do your calculations for a Charitable Gift 
Annuity, Deferred Gift Annuity and a Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust.  

You can also sign up for our Gift Legacy 
eNewsletter which is sent out weekly via e-mail.  
The newsletter has helpful planning information 
and important up-to-date information on tax 
law changes and other issues that might affect 
your planning.  There is also an Advisor’s Gift 
Law e-newsletter available on a weekly basis.  
You can sign up for both eNewsletters on our 
website. 

The Estate Planning office of The Baptist Home is 
available to answer questions and provide more 
information about estate planning, planned 
giving and also about our website.  You can 
reach Greg Lober by phone at 816-509-2812 or 
by e-mail at glober@thebaptisthome.org.  

Learn More about Estate Planning and Planned Giving On The Baptist Home Website
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A Legacy of Service and Trust
Several years ago, I heard our, then new 
President, Steven Jones, make a presentation 
to our Trustees encouraging us to ‘plow 
around the stump’. The metaphor was 
applied to our work at The Baptist Home 
to move forward in a time of contention, 
conflict, and concern. His wisdom and vision 
have been invaluable to our Advancement 
work around the state and region.

At that time, we were focusing on doing 
Advancement with and among, what 
was becoming an ever shrinking Baptist 
environment. Traditionally, we spent the 
majority of our focus in a way that had been 
effective for decades but needed a fresh 
vision.  We were beginning to realize that, in 
the world of Advancement, we too needed 
to ‘plow around the stump’.

So, we began to take the message of The 
Baptist Home to a broader audience; not just 
Baptist churches and not just among Baptist 
church leaders. We have been present across 
the state at various senior adult events; for 
example, Area Aging Agency events, State 
meetings of the Area Aging Agencies, senior 
adult health fairs, support groups, church 
small groups, gatherings of senior adult 
ministry leaders, craft and home shows, and 
we’ve even had an informational booth at an 
event for non-profits sponsored by the State 
of Missouri.

What has been the result? I would like to 
share two anecdotal stories as examples. 
Recently, I was asked if we had a seminar 
about the impact of the Affordable Care 
Act (Obamacare) on seniors. The day the 
presentation was made at First Baptist 
Church, St. John’s, the group’s leader had 
this to say to her group about The Baptist 
Home. “I didn’t want to have a speaker who 
had an agenda on this matter, or who could 
financially benefit from speaking to us. I 
called The Baptist Home because I know 
we can always trust The Baptist Home.” 
Secondly, I recently had a conversation with a 
pastor who asked if there was something we 
could share about the history and ministry 
of The Baptist Home with the senior adults 
of his church because, “they need to know 

and understand what The Baptist Home is 
all about.”

These are just two examples of the witness, 
stature and trust that surrounds the work 
and reputation of The Baptist Home. This 
trust has been one of the most significant 
accomplishments of our Advancement 
Team. This accomplishment has been greatly 
influenced by the dedication, hard work, 
energy, wisdom, and good ole’ Missourah 
stubbornness of our Advancement Director, 
Jim Nelson.

As you have read elsewhere in this edition 
of our newsletter, Jim is retiring at the end 
of the year. My first thought on hearing the 
news was panic, because Jim is not just the 
leader of our Advancement Team. For many 
years he was the Advancement Team! My 
next thought was one of happiness for a 
colleague who has earned the right to enjoy 
the fruits of his labor.

Jim has led our Advancement Team from a 
single staff member/director with a pencil 
and a ‘Big Chief’ pad of paper to a staff 
of professionals who are well respected 
around the state. He has, though he often 
speaks of his own ‘uncomfortability’ with 
technology, led us to utilizing technology on 
a daily basis as we do our work. His efforts 
have positioned the Advancement Team 
of The Baptist Home to move forward with 
integrity, ingenuity, and most importantly 
the trust of those we serve.

On behalf of our entire team, Jim Nelson, 
thank you for your example, friendship, 
loyalty and your love for The Baptist Home. 
May those who come behind you do well 
and never forget your example!

Letter of Appreciation to Staff
There are so many things I appreciate 
about everyone that works at The 
Baptist Home.  Employees are pleasant, 
courteous, and helpful.
Maintenance keeps the outside 
looking so nice and beautiful, it is a 
very peaceful and relaxing place to 
sit or take a walk.
As I walk into the building, I am 
reminded again and again how much 
work goes into keeping everything 
looking so clean and smelling good. 
This was one of the first things the 
family and I noticed when we were 
considering bringing my husband 
to The Baptist Home. So thank you 
Housekeeping and Maintenance.
To everyone in the kitchen- I know 
how very hard you work at planning 
and preparing the meals. For all the 
little extra things you do in the Dining 
Rooms – thanks.
The beautician keeps everyone looking 
beautiful and handsome. There are 
so many projects and entertainment 
going on to keep the residents busy 
and happy.
Thanks to the office staff for keeping 
everything running smoothly.
The Baptist Home is so fortunate to 
have a nursing staff that is so caring.  
They always do their best to keep 
everyone as comfortable as possible 
and giving each and every resident 
an abundance of love. One of the 
things I appreciate the most is when 
my husband is having a good day, the 
nurses are almost as excited as I am.
So thank you, thank you everyone for 
all you do.

.......................................

.......................................

Dr. Ron Mackey is 
an Advancement 
Officer for The 
Baptist Home. He 
calls on individual 
and church donors 
in the metropolitan 

St. Louis area and in 
Eastern Missouri. Ron has served on the 
board of trustees for both The Baptist Home 
and The Baptist Home Foundation.
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Residents and auxiliary members 
worked hard to fill 55 shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child, a 
project of Samaritan’s Purse.

Samaritan’s Purse

Butterfly Palace

Ida Mae Suchman

While visiting the Butterfly Palace, resident Betty 
Bagwell had a special visitor of her own.

A group of residents, their families and staff enjoyed a fun-filled 
day exploring the Butterfly Palace in Branson.  Pictured are Lora 
Lee Hawkins, Karen Butler, Doris Scott, her daughter, Susan 
Doing, Patricia Hancock ad EvaLee Lasater.

Jeane Owen

Immediate Needs
Kleenex; Pocket/Purse size Kleenex; 
Chapstick; Liquid Hand Soap; Pocket/
Purse size Hand Sanitizer; Bingo Prizes; 
Freedent Gum; Spearmint Gum.

Volunteer Opportunities
Visit 1 on 1; provide nail care for 
Intermediate Care; provide room to 
room devotions; provide special music; 
host a table game.

For more information contact:  
Kim Getscher
Activities Director
(417) 581-2101
kgetscher@thebaptisthome.org

.......................................

For more information about 
the Ozark Campus contact:

Sammy Allen, Administrator
sallen@thebaptisthome.org

The Baptist Home-Ozark
PO Box 1040

Ozark, MO 65721
Phone (417) 581-2101

Fax (417) 581-2104

.......................................

In the middle of packing shoeboxes, 
Lucille Brown took time to celebrate 
her 96th birthday with staffers Kim 
Getsher and Salisa Davis.

A yard sale was held at First-Ozark 
to raise money for the new LifeCare 
Center.  The new center will provide a 
larger chapel and meeting space for 
residents, families and special guests.

Active Living resident Paul Harvey 
provided a little entertainment for 
shoppers on his dulcimer.

Yard Sale
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Campus Activity

Matthew, a student and protégé of Branson 
entertainer Todd Oliver, introduced a new 
friend to resident Luella Eiken.

Staffer Darice Augustson provided music therapy 
for residents Bernie Sullins and Jean Avakian 
(Darice’s Mother) with her harp.

For her retirement, Administrator Sammy Allen 
presented Annette Osbern a gift and thanked her 
for nine years of service to the residents on the Ozark 
campus.

Active Living resident George Baldwin shared some 
of his collection of America’s beginning in manned 
space exploration.

Residents were treated to a Southern Gospel 
performance by “Still Waters,” a family music group 
from the Ozark area.

Clyde Mann

Donna Daniel (IL)

Kathleen Ricard Maurice Clopton

Wendell Daniel (IL)

Welcome Our New Residents!

Ozark Census
Long Term Care:  51
IL Apartments:     64

Applications are 
accepted; may have a 

waiting period.
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BIRTHDAYS 
Jan  3 Marianna Smith,  
 Cantwell, Desloge 
Jan  4 Ann Fisher,     
 First, West Plains 
Jan  4 Louise Kassinger,    
 First, Lebanon 
Jan  10 Patricia Hancock,   
 First, Willard 
Jan  11 Donna Daniel,    
 First, Cassville 
Jan  13 William Nelson, First, Ozark 
Jan  20 Marjorie Dillow,    
 University Heights, Springfield 
Jan  21 Verla Smith,    
 Woodland Presbyterian,  
 Hot Springs Village, AR 
Jan  23 Emma Barker,    
 First, Springfield 
Jan  23 Damon Thomas,    
 Immanuel, Springfield 
Jan  28 Betty Bagwell, Grant Ave.   
 Fee Will Baptist, Springfield 
Jan  28 Dale Benton,    
 Second, Springfield 
Jan  28 David Smith,    
 Woodland Presbyterian,   
 Hot Springs Village, AR 
Jan  31 Dorothy Davis,    
 First, St. James 
Feb  9 George Baldwin, First, Ozark 
Feb  10 Shirley Edwards,    
 Chestnutridge Baptist 
Feb  13 Wendell Daniel,    
 First, Cassville 
Feb  18 Charles Edwards,    
 Chestnutridge Baptist 
Feb  18 Norma Nyberg, First, Ozark 
Feb  26 Zeldean Munton,    
 South Haven, Springfield 
Feb  26 Harvey Wright,    
 First, Springfield 

Feb  28 Phyllis Cummins,    
 First, Springfield 
Mar  2 Elizabeth Parsons,    
 First, Springfield 
Mar  4 Evalee Lasater,    
 Second, Springfield 
Mar  4 Clyde Mann, Evening Light  
 Tabernacle, Wirth, AR 
Mar  7 Eva Jackson,    
 Hopedale, Ozark 
Mar  11 Juanita Hatch,    
 First, Park Hills 
Mar  12 Richard Sanchez,    
 Temple, Poplar Bluff 
Mar  14 Morton Rose,    
 First, Springfield 
Mar  19 Donald Hall, First, Ozark 
Mar  25 Glenn Cole, Newtonia 
Mar  26 Jeane Owen,    
 Second, Springfield

ANNIVERSARIES 
Jan  31 Bruce and Martha Marshall,  
 Calvary, Independence 
Mar  8 John and June Park,   
 First, Camdenton 
Mar  26 James and Wilma Wilson,   
 First, Clinton 

NEW RESIDENTS 
Sep  28 Maurice Clopton,    
 University Heights, Springfield 
Oct   1 Kathleen Ricard,    
 Briar Street, Springfield 
Oct   4 Clyde Mann, Evening Light  
 Tabernacle, Wirth, AR 
Nov  1 Wendell and Donna Daniel,  
 First, Cassville (IL)

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT FACILITY 
Sep  9 George Joslin,    
 First, Springfield 

................................................................................Ozark Campus Information

Join us on Facebook

Ozark residents and staff would like to 
thank the churches and organizations 
who visited the campus from August 
through October 2013. 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City-
     Friendship Singers  (see photo) 
Harmony Baptist Church, Rogersville 
First Baptist Church, Ozark 
First Baptist Church, Kimberling City 
Hopedale Baptist Church, Ozark 
South Haven Baptist Church, Springfield 
South Gate Baptist Church, Springfield 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Ozark 
Second Baptist Church, Springfield 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Springfield 
First Baptist Church, Climax Springs 
Macedonia Baptist Church, Springfield-
     Preschool (see photo) 
 

Thank You.......................................

Macedonia-Springfield Preschoolers visited the 
residents on Halloween.

Friendship Singers, First-Jefferson City.

• Page 19 •



A New Chapter Opens in the House of Mercy

If you have read the last history book of The 
Baptist Home, The Story of The Baptist Home, 
by Ira Ann Hawkins, published on The Baptist 
Home’s 90th anniversary in 2003, you have 
noted that within one year the facilities 
where the first residents lived changed.  In 
April 1913, Milford and Mary Riggs and family 
moved into the Emerson home.  By May 1, 
1914, the Emerson home had a full house, 
the lease was up and the ministry moved into 
the nearby Smith Sanitarium that had just 
become available.

How do you know when something is vibrant 
and alive in spite of the incredible challenges?  
Easy answer…when you see the growth 
springing forth.  Not change itself….dying 
flowers change colors but there is no vibrant 
growth.

As we come to the end of 2013 and the 21st 
month of operations at the House of Mercy at 
Kobrin, Belarus, growth is indeed springing 
forth.  For each of you who have followed this 
partnership of The Baptist Home, have prayed 
for the ministry, have been to the campus, or 
have given one thin dime or hundreds, maybe 
thousands, of dollars to see its Kingdom 
success, The Baptist Home has some new 
news for you today:

Growth in the Ministry
In all aspects of this emerging eldercare 

community, growth is occurring. From the 
number of residents, to the spread of its 
reputation, from its faithful plowing around 
all the stumps, from its developing leadership, 
from its advancement work, new growth is 
showing.

Growth in the Facilities
By the end of this year if all goes according 
to contractor plans, the elevator will be 
installed where the groundwork was first laid 
in place by the original administrator and 
building contractor, Stepan Trubchik.   This 
will allow residents to be in every room in 
the facility where there are both single and 
double rooms available. The majority of these 
costs were funded by a German charitable 
foundation. This past July Greg Boswell, 
First Baptist Church, Sedalia, traveled to 
Zhemchuzhinka with his wife and her cousin.  
Greg is a landscaper and for the first time saw 
the needs and potential of the exterior work. 

Growth in the Leadership
At the end of September 2013 at Ukraine 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lviv, House of 
Mercy administrator, Igor Miklyaev, accepted 
an invitation to participate in a seminary 
class for credit toward a Master’s Degree. The 
course was Death, Dying and Bereavement, 
taught by guest faculty member, Dr. Bob 
Nowlin. Bob, a member at Fee Fee Baptist 

Igor Miklyaev and Bob Nowlin giving a presentation to Ukrainian seminary students.

Church, St. Louis, is a retired hospice chaplain 
and career-long Christian Social Ministries 
specialist. To Bob, “retired” does not mean 
sit down and do nothing. Also joining him 
there were fifteen others, many young men 
and women, as well as the Master’s candidate 
Vasyl Typsuko, Associate Pastor focusing on 
senior adult ministry at the strategic Boryslav 
Baptist Church, south of Lviv.

Growth in the Work of Advancement 
Igor Miklyaev continues his relentless work 
of advancement.  This includes presenting 
local church programs, meeting with pastors, 
inviting families of residents to participate 
financially, and using media outlets of the 
national Baptist paper and interviews on 
Trans World Radio to Europe.  During the 
week he made a presentation to the seminary 
class on the work at the House of Mercy.  Gifts 
of financial support and gifts for the residents 
continue to come from people within the 
state of Missouri who understand the impact 
that Christian eldercare like The Baptist Home 
can make on an aging life.

We are indebted to the Lord and to all who 
share His values about caring for the fragile 
of society, both the young and the old. The 
philosophy of The Baptist Home’s ministry 
continues to spread and be respected in all 
global Kingdom ventures where God leads 
The Baptist Home.  It is not about us, but 
about those whom God has called us to serve 
in His name.

The Baptist Home has come a long way from 
the opening chapter of the Emerson House in 
downtown Ironton, Missouri, in 1913.  We’ve 
a long way to go but God, as usual, has been 
found faithful.

.......................................

.......................................

Dr. Roger Hatfield  is 
an Advancement 
Officer for The Baptist 
Home. He specializes in 
building relationships 
with churches in the 
central region of the 

state as well as leading the Global Missions 
outreach ministry of The Baptist Home.
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An Appeal From The Baptist Home
On this Centennial of this ministry of 
compassionate caring, we celebrate the 
faithfulness of a cloud of witnesses. As we 
honor the ministry and sacrifices of those who 
have led The Baptist Home, we recognize that 
they represent the greater witness of a whole 
congregation of the saints, past and present. 
We stand on your shoulders.

Standing on your shoulders, we can see our past. 
We can see our founders--- the Riggs, practical 
dreamer Milford and primary caregiver Mary, 
who opened the doors to that first Baptist 
Home a century ago. They sacrificed the best 
years of their lives to pioneer a ministry to the 
elderly.

It is not hard to see Dr. D. J. Scott, known 
affectionately as “Great Scott” because of 
his immense size and equally imposing 
personality. He and Maude loom large in our 
history because they rescued The Home from 
financial disaster during the depths of the 
Great Depression.

It is also easy to see John and Gladys Burney. 
Their names are on our buildings because their 
influence and ministry is so pervasive even 
today nearly eight decades after they arrived 
at The Home. They brought peace and stability 
to The Home. 

Ed and Joy Goodwin were also highly visible 
pioneers. After 75 years in the Arcadia Valley, 
Ed and the trustees reached out to establish 
the second campus of The Baptist Home at 
Chillicothe. Also, they pioneered in ministry to 
the whole person and established “validation 
therapy” at The Baptist Home with Joy leading 
the way. 

Larry and Jane Johnson were the pioneers in the 
field when that second campus of The Home 
was established in the mid-80’s and opened to 
residents in 1988. During their administration, 

thirty-two independent living apartments 
were opened and a third campus at Ozark was 
established in 1997. Larry was the president 
in 2000 when the trustees unanimously voted 
to become a self-electing board.  Larry and 
Jane also continued to encourage ministry to 
the whole person with a special emphasis on 
listening and validating the emotional and 
spiritual needs of the elderly. 

When I was elected president in 2005 and 
began serving in 2006 (Kathie later joined me 
as my secretary), I used the old agricultural 
metaphor of plowing around the stump to talk 
about the lawsuit. That first year our trustees 
acted again, this time to change our nearly 
century old tradition of excluding all non-
Missouri Baptists from residence by including 
Baptists and non-Baptists from beyond our 
borders. To accommodate expanding growth, 
we added twelve larger, independent living 
units on the Ozark campus. We also reached 
out far beyond our borders to renovate an 
old Soviet army barracks in Kobrin, Belarus, to 
house the first Baptist ministry to the elderly 
in that country, the House of Mercy. Today, we 
serve numerous non-Missouri Baptists on our 
three campuses and over twenty-six residents 
at the House of Mercy in Belarus which opened 
its doors in 2012. 

Standing on your shoulders, we also look 
toward the future. We can’t see it as clearly as 
our past, but we cast the vision. 

Already we see a less exclusive and more 
inclusive ministry which puts Christ-like 
compassionate care for aging humanity first.

Already we see our Belarusian brothers and •	
sisters reaching out to get beyond their 
dependence on us and raising much of their 
money to serve the elderly in their midst.
The House of Mercy is only one example of •	
our Global Aging Missions outreach with 

other ministries in Belarus, the Ukraine, 
Moldova and China.  
We are nearing the half-way mark of a •	
$1.1 million goal in our campaign to build 
a Lifecare Center on our Ozark campus 
which will enlarge our chapel and meeting 
capacity dramatically. 
We are also in the early stages of dreaming •	
and planning for a fourth campus of The 
Baptist Home in the central Missouri area. 
A committee of the trustees has been 
meeting for over a year, and we hope to 
complete a contract on the purchase of 
land early next year. 

As amazing as any of these projects is the 
continued emphasis on benevolent care, 
established a hundred years ago and alive and 
well today. In this aspect of our ministry, The 
Baptist Home is almost unique. Without any 
direct government subsidies, The Baptist Home 
provides a total of over $2 million annually to 
our residents. Nearly 50 percent of the residents 
on all three campuses receive benevolent care. 
That’s why we continue to need your help. Your 
gift can help provide for the financial security 
of residents without the means to support 
themselves. Unless you designate otherwise, 
your gift will be applied to benevolent care on 
all three campuses. 

Your gift can make a difference in the lives 
of our residents. 
Wishing you all the blessings of Thanksgiving 
and Christmas,

Steven R. Jones
President

P.S. If you would like to give online, visit our 
website at www.thebaptisthome.org.

 YES! I would like to help support the benevolent care ministry of The Baptist Home which allows us to 
provide quality, Christian care for those elderly unable to care for themselves.
 $100  $50  $500  $250   $________

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________   State:__________   Zip:______________ 

Phone:____________________________  Email:___________________________________________

The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650
866.454.2709
desk@thebaptisthome.org
www.thebaptisthome.org

 Please use my (our) gift for benevolence at: (circle one)   Arcadia Valley   •   Chillicothe   •   Ozark

 Please use my (our) gift for the Ozark LifeCare Center.

 Please use my (our) gift for Global Aging Missions.

   In memory of_________________________

   In honor of ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:  
The Baptist Home, PO Box 87, Ironton, MO  63650 

Please charge $_________ to my:    Mastercard    Visa   

  Discover     Amex.   Expiration Date:_____________ 

Credit Card Number _____________________________

Cardholder’s Signature ___________________________



IN HONOR OF:
Vicky Davis by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, 
Liberty. 
June Haefner by Ms. Ruth Whitehead, Gainesville, 
FL. 
Kathie Jones by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, 
Liberty.  
Wedding Anniversary by Charles and Sara Medley, 
Farmington. 
Tiger Pennington by Mrs. Ann Fernandez, Kansas 
City. 
Marjorie Stump by Mrs. Marianna Maudlin, 
Liberty. 
Paul and Betty Swadley by Ken and Walden 
Magers Trusts, Springfield. 
Jerry and Norma Tolbert’s 50th wedding 
anniversary by Liberty Southern Baptist Church, 
Fair Grove. 
Robert Toma, Sr.’s 98th birthday by Mrs. Wanda 
Meloy-Toma, Cape Girardeau. 
Marilyn Williams by Mr. and Mrs. James Henry, 
Springfield.

IN MEMORY OF:
Robert and Juanita Allen by Rev. and Herb Barker, 
Ozark. 
Wayne Beard by Ms. Floy Beard, Laurie. 
Jeremy Bergen by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, Jim 
and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Lena Borgman by Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, Overland 
Baptist Church, WOM, St. Louis; Mrs. Ruth Short, 
Ironton. 
Patsy Bottoms by Tom, Stacy and Kacy Butler, 
Jefferson City. 
Genevieve Brizendine by Mr. Wesley Brizendine, 
Ozark. 
Florence Brown by Mrs. Virginia Riddle, Ozark. 
Dale Bullington by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, 
Ozark. 
Gladys Burney by Mr. and Mrs. Louis Graftenreed, 
Ironton. 
Arthur and Pauline Carrier by Rev. and Mrs. Nolan 
Carrier, Springfield 
Russell Cawthon by Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, St. 
Louis. 
Neva Corf by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wilford, Littleton, 
CO; Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Corf, Mr. and Mrs. Leman Marlay, Ms. Bernitta 
Mammen, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Benskin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walley McGinnis, Mrs. Susan Reeter, Chillicothe; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Houseworth, Bosworth; Rev. and 
Mrs. Bruce Trussell, Tina; Ms. Freda Trussell, Bogard. 
William Cox by Mrs. Janetta Cox, Ozark. 

Louise Crawford by Mr. John Crawford, Cape 
Girardeau. 
Warren Cummins by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, 
Ozark. 
Walter Cunning by Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, St. Louis. 
Helen Curtis by Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Johnson, 
Madison, WI; Mrs. Eva Jackson, Ozark. 
Frances Davis by Ms. Nina Halbrook, St. Louis; The 
Baptist Home Auxiliary, Mrs. Virginia Riddle, Ozark; 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harper, Ash Grove; First 
Baptist Church, Hollister. 
Mary Deleon by Mrs. Virginia Riddle, Ozark. 
Frank Dick by Mrs. Mary Dick, California. 
Omer Dickerson by Mrs. Betty Dickerson, St. 
Peters. 
Pat Edwards by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
William and Katheryn Emerson by Mrs. Nora 
Dodd, Poplar Bluff. 
Julian and Louise Evans by Mrs. Ann Fernandez, 
Kansas City. 
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Schneider, St. Louis. 
Eric Faircloth by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, 
Park Hills. 
Pat Fitzsimmons by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton. 
Ira and Doris Fortner by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Fortner, 
Lee’s Summit. 
Gerald Freese by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Reva Fritschle by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, 
Park Hills; Mr. and Mrs. Jose Otalora, O’Fallon; Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick Fritschle, Yukon, OK; Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Wilton, Ballwin; Mr. and Mrs. Delaner 
Thomason, Florissant; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Stanfield, 
Ms. Sandra Fritschle, Farmington; Mr. and Mrs. 
Melvin Bishop, Eureka; Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Moore, Columbia; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Steffen, St. 
Louis; Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Candrl, Owensville; 
Churchnet, Jefferson City; Chris Fritschle, Ironton. 
Kenneth Harder by Mrs. Jean Harder, Higginsville.   
Evelyn Harris by Mrs. Becky Harris, Kenneth City, 
FL. 
Randy Holdman by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, 
Ironton. 
Colton Hudnall by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Martha James by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Legge, 
Forsyth; Mr. Richard James, Canonsburg, PA. 
Beatrice Keathley by Mr. Charles Vaughn, Dittmer. 
Elsie Keithley by Rev. Ira Keithley, Clever. 
Dewey and Bernice Knier by Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Fortner, Lee’s Summit. 
Richard Langston by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Shrimpton, Ozark. 
Sam Lesseig by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Mary Light by Mrs. Ruth Short, Mr. and Mrs. Don 

Moses, Ironton; Ms. Sharon Rooks, Lee’s Summit; 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rinehart, Naples, FL. 
Mike Lockhart by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Patsy Martin by Mr. Gene Martin, Park Hills. 
Jamee Mathews by Mrs. Virginia Riddle, Ozark. 
Vicki Mercer by Mr. Kenneth Mercer, Jefferson City. 
Eldon Munton by Mrs. Zeldean Munton, Ozark. 
Wayne and Marie Murphy by Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 
Gares, Kahoka. 
Robert Neal by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Nutt, Ozark. 
Jewel Nicks by Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Childers, Reed 
Springs. 
Faye Palmer by Mr. and Mrs. Dorlyn Ball, 
Bridgeton; Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton. 
Dean Parkes by Mrs. Maxine Parkes, Florissant. 
Larry Pennel by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Joy Phillips by Mrs. Ruth Short, Rev. and Mrs. Keith 
Huffman, Ironton. 
Julia Poole by First Baptist Church, Deacons, 
Bonne Terre. 
Kenneth Rhoades by Mrs. Verna Rhoades, Ironton. 
Joe Russell’s birthday by Mrs. Hertha Russell, Cape 
Girardeau. 
Susanna Sackett by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton. 
Robert Sauret by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Harriett Schaaf by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shrimpton, 
Ozark. 
Norma Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, Centertown. 
Truman Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, Centertown. 
Jack Smith’s birthday by Mrs. Peggy Smith, Ozark. 
Jack Smith by Jim and Nancy Shaddy, Ozark. 
Tillie Spencer by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shrimpton, 
Ozark. 
Tom Starnes by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, 
Ironton.  
Ruth Starr by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton. 
Bud Stewart by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shrimpton, 
Ozark. 
James Sullins by Mrs. Virginia Riddle, Ozark, 
G.H. Surrette by Mrs. Marvel Surrette, Bolivar. 
Bryce Thrasher by Emmanuel Baptist Church-
Sonshiners, Doniphan. 
Lois Waltrip by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton. 
James Williams by Mr. Don Williams, Pilot Knob. 
Berlene Wright by Mr. Melvin Wright, Desloge. 
Kathy Wright by Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, St. Louis, 
Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, Ironton. 
Clifford and Louise Wrisinger by Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Emmons, Hot Springs, AR.  
Nadine Wurth by Mr. and Mrs. John Giaimo, 
Bridgeton; Ms. Verna Baese, Milford, OH. 
  
Honorariums and memorials received August 2 
through October 29, 2013.
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Our dear friend and colleague, Jim Nelson, has announced his 
retirement effective January 1, 2014. He began working for The 
Baptist Home in 1996 and has served as the Director of Advancement 
for the last seventeen years.  When he first began working for The 
Home, he had no one to direct. Over the course of his tenure, he has 
developed an Advancement Team comprised of eight staff working 
throughout the state to advance the ministry of The Baptist Home. 
Under his leadership, The Baptist Home has made great strides in 
communication and technology by developing a dynamic website 
and Facebook page. He has worked tirelessly to not only promote 
the ministry of The Baptist Home on all three campuses, but has 
been involved in the growth and development of The Baptist House 
of Mercy in Kobrin, Belarus. His love and compassion for the elderly, 
here at home and around the world, is evident and has been the 
driving force in his work. Baptist Home president Steven Jones 
recently shared that Jim “brings passion, integrity and the desire 
to help people in the area of advancement.”  We are pleased to say 
that after a brief hiatus, Jim has agreed to return and work part-time 
for The Home. He will serve as an advancement officer, advisor and 
friend of The Home, we hope, for many years to come.  

Each year, the Missouri Baptist Foundation honors those who have 
given generously of their resources and/or who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievement in Christian service. This year, the MBF honored 
Jim Nelson with its Vocational Achievement Stewardship award. We 
congratulate Jim on this special achievement and recognition. 

Nelson Retiring After 17 
Years of Service

..........................................................................................................................

Something The Baptist Home started last year is a Wall of 
Memory which isn’t a wall at all but PowerPoint slides which 
run on TV screens on all three campuses with the names (and 
sometimes the photographs) of those in whose memory the 
gifts were made.

If you choose to honor or memorialize a loved one with your end-
of-the-year gift of at least $100, we will list them along with their 
photo (if one is provided) throughout the calendar year of 2014. 
Your gift of $100 or more can honor or memorialize one person or 
one couple for one year.

Slides from last year will be deleted unless the gifts were made 
in the last half of the year. Future memorial gifts meeting the 
minimum requirements will have a slide which will be displayed 
for 12 months from the date they were posted.

Residents, their families, staff and visitors have all enjoyed 
sharing and reminiscing about their loved ones and former 
pastors via the Wall of Memory at each campus. We think you 
will, too. [Shown is a slide in memory of a pastor by his wife.]

Memorial Gifts and The Wall of Memory

Looking for a special way to 
remember a loved in 2014?
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Today more than ever, Americans want reliability, 
certainty and accountability. We are all looking 
for something stable, solid and firm. For many of us, 
it means a return to classic values and enduring 
ideals. One of these values is the charitable gift 
annuity (CGA).
A CGA is a simple contract between you and us, where 
you agree to donate a sum of money to our 
organization. In return, we agree to pay you a fixed 
percentage of that amount every year for as long as you 
live.
Call 866-454-2709 or visit our website at              
www.thebaptisthome.org/support for more 
information.

CERTAINTY

UNCERTAIN

WORLD
RETURN TO CLASSIC VALUES

IN AN


