
Moral injury is a specific category of injury 
that is growing in frequency among 
veterans of war in all generations.  It can be 
thought of as a “tearing of the soul.”

Moral injury results from having to 
make difficult moral choices under 
extreme conditions, experiencing morally 
anguishing events or duties, witnessing 
immoral acts, or behaving in ways that 
profoundly challenge moral conscience and 
identity and the values that support them. 
Moral injury is found in feelings of survivor 
guilt, grief, shame, remorse, anger, despair, 
mistrust, and betrayal by authorities. In 
its most severe forms, it can destroy moral 
identity and the will to live. The struggle of 
combat veterans to return to civilian life 
can be even more difficult than serving 
in war and last a lifetime…. While moral 
injury is an ancient wound of war that is 
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A growing need exists for faith-based 
ministry to veterans and their families, 
particularly those veterans who have 
served in active combat.  The Baptist Home 
is responding to this need by developing 
Veterans Care MinistrySM.  

While The Baptist Home’s main focus is to 
care for the aging veterans in our midst, 
we also seek to partner with local churches 
and other ministry organizations to provide 
a faith-based ministry-focused program 
in response to the needs of veterans of all 
generations and their families.  

To do so, The Baptist Home is developing 
a collaborative and sustainable model 
of ministry which, in addition to training 
our front line staff, also advocates and 
networks with churches, community service 

organizations, and health providers 
for maximizing effectiveness and 
offering veterans and their families 
a reliable web of care.

The role of the local church is 
crucial to the web of community 
support available to veterans; 
those who have returned from 
war, those who were mobilized to 
hostile assignments, those who are 
now aging with declining health 
and wellness, and the families of 
those who have served.  It is now 
understood that moral injuries 
require remedies that result in soul 
repair; ministries provide persons 
seeking spiritual answers to guilt, 
shame and anger opportunities for 
healing, forgiveness, and restoration.

Having grown up in the family of a WWII 
veteran, I know something about the 
struggles of combat soldiers and their 
families.  My father suffered from what 
was then called “shell shock” (today’s 
terms are PTSD and Moral Injury) that 
many WWII soldiers had as a result of the 
traumas of war.  My father struggled with 
anger, alchoholism, depression; and was 
in and out of VA hospitals throughout his 
post-war life.  As a family, we were often 
happier when he was away, hospitalized 
for psychiatric treatment.  Looking back at 
those early years, I’m certain that our church 
family saved my life from total despair and 
hopelessness. 

Today’s soldiers returning from deployment 
in hostile places are suffering at an alarming 

rate from moral injury which 
is manifested as guilt, shame, 
regret, loss of meaning, and 
which sometimes leads to suicide.  
Families of soldiers are also paying 
the price when family members 
are deployed and even when they 
return from deployment with 
physical, psychological, relational, 
and moral injuries.  

Ozark resident Rev. Paul Swadley holds photo taken 
while serving in the U.S. Army. 

My soul is bereft of peace;
  I have forgotten what happiness is...
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
God’s mercies never come to an end;
They are new every morning; 
  Great is your faithfulness.
   Lamentations 3:17, 21

Early in the morning I cry to you. 
Help me to pray
And to concentrate my thoughts on you: 
I cannot do this alone.
In me there is darkness,
But with you there is light;
I am lonely, but you do not leave me;
I am feeble in heart, but with you there 
is help;
I am restless, but with you there is peace.
In me there is bitterness, but with you 
patience;
I do not understand your ways, but you 
know the way for me... 
Restore me to liberty,
And enable me so to live now
That I may answer before you and before 
humanity.
Lord, whatever this day may bring,
Your name be praised. 
 -a prayer by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

continued on next page



It seems the older we get, the more interested Joyce 
and I have become in our ancestry and family heritage.  
After my 101 year-old grandmother died, I sought to 
learn more about this daughter of 1890s homesteaders 
near Camdenton, Missouri.  In our search, we became 
connected with the group, The Pioneers of Camden 
County.
Several years ago, we attended an annual gathering 
of the Pioneers of Camden County. This group of 
genealogy enthusiasts had ancestors, like mine, who had 
homesteaded near Camdenton. We met many people 
whose families would have been my grandmother’s 
neighbors.  We even met my grandmother’s sister’s 
daughter.  It had been many years since I had seen my 
father’s cousin Betty Jean, who was 80 something years 
old.  Dad and Betty Jean were classmates in school 
in Camdenton and had grown up as friends. After 
graduation, Dad went off to WWII, and Betty Jean started 
a family. 
We talked briefly with Betty Jean and updated each other 
on our families.  When I asked how she was doing, she 
replied, “I am fortunate to have aged gracefully.” My father 
had died at the age of 42, and a bit of envy welled up in 
my heart, wishing that my father had aged gracefully, too.
I did not know then that God would call me to serve aging 
adults.  However, I have thought many times about Betty 
Jean’s praise of aging gracefully. What does it mean to age 
gracefully? Is it possible to help people age gracefully? 
How does one know they are aging gracefully? It has led 
me to give many hours of thought to God’s grace.

AGING GRACEFULLY
A
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I believe the greatest gift to receive and to give is that of 
grace—the undeserved and unconditional love of God. 
Jesus says the evidence of Christianity is by truly loving 
God and loving others (Luke 10:27). There is not a single 
one of us that deserves love, but when we as Christians 
humbly consider the grace we have received from God, 
it becomes much easier to extend undeserved and 
unconditional love to others.
It is my prayer that the future Baptist Home at Ashland 
helps people age gracefully. Not all aging adults will be 
a picture of physical health, nor have a perfect memory, 
nor cooperatively live in community, but all of them will 
need God’s unconditional love. It is my prayer that every 
one of our staff understands that their most important 
role is to extend the unconditional love that every aging 
adult needs to age gracefully.
It is my prayer that in the near future and long after I am 
gone and forgotten that people will say of their life, “I 
aged gracefully at The Baptist Home-Ashland.”

documented in literature, in modern times, moral injury has 
remained largely unaddressed or inadequately addressed 
because it is confused with post-traumatic stress. 

12 Step Moral Injury Meeting Book: Soul Repair Center, Brite Divinity School

Unique concerns exist for those who choose to do ministry to 
veterans which highlights the need for a collaborative model 
of care centering on the community of resources available to 
veterans and their families.  Of course, many veterans have 
not served in active combat, but nonetheless are deserving 
of a specific ministry of care that values and understands their 
military service and the impact that service has had on their 
lives and families.  Veterans may have served in one of the 
United States branches of the military or in the National Guard.

Struggling with the moral injuries of war may become 
especially apparent for aging veterans who struggle 
with gaps in health care, family support, and social and 
spiritual validation.  Moral injuries from war require a spiritual 
and relational model of care, particularly for those who are 
processing the traumas of combat and end-of-life resolution.  
Churches and religious professionals are in the best position 
to help veterans find resolution to these categories of spiritual 
wellbeing; guilt, grief, shame, remorse, anger, despair, mistrust, 
and betrayal by authorities.

Veterans Care Ministry will initiate community-based 
collaboratives for identifying and responding to area 
veterans and their families through a wholistic web of care. 
As someone observed, soldiers are sent from communities 
and return to communities.  Veterans Care Ministry offers to 
help churches and ministry organizations to provide ministry 
to soldiers and their families among their members and in 
their communities through awareness-building events, ministry 
training and education, and community action networks. 

For more information about how you can lead a ministry to 
veterans in your church or organization or if you would like to 
help support this new effort of The Baptist Home, please call 
417-860-3471. 

Dr. Tommy Goode, D. Min. serves as 
The Baptist Home’s Advancement 

Officer for southwest Missouri. 
He has served state conventions 

in both Missouri and Texas and in 
various settings addressing poverty 

issues. In addition to being a 
former pastor, he has taught in the 

college classroom and has served 
as a hospice chaplain.

We Are Called

2.    The Home will provide a wide variety of affordable care services and 
senior housing in a Christian and Baptist setting on 73 beautiful acres 
in Ashland.

3.    The Home will provide financial support for up to 40% of needy 
residents in licensed assisted living facilities. 

4.    The Home will add a congregate ministry to its Independent Living 
options.  Although not finalized, the Home is looking at ways to provide 
limited financial support for this area of independent living.

Phase 1 Area*

Proposed master plan 
presented by PW Architects.

*Color area is simply the region of Phase 1 and not exact.

Steve Long is the Administrator 
and Director of Campus 
Development for the Ashland 
campus.  If you are interested 
in talking with Steve in regards 
to the Ashland campus you can 
contact him by:
phone: 573.823.1261
email: slong@thebaptisthome.org

Fact or Fiction?
The Truth About Residency At The Baptist Home

“I am age 70, but my spouse is 
only 64 and therefore, we cannot 

both enter The Baptist Home.”
FACT: You DO NOT have to be 
age 65 or over to enter! There 
is no longer a minimum age 

requirement.

“I have to be a member of a Baptist 
church to enter The Baptist Home.”
FACT: You DO NOT have to be a 

Baptist to enter!

3
2“I have to turn over all of my 

assets to The Baptist Home 
upon admission.”

FACT: You DO NOT have to turn 
over all of your assets to The 
Baptist Home. This policy was 
changed more than 34 years 

ago!

1

For More Information
Follow Us! Ozark Campus

ozark@thebaptisthome.org
(417) 581-2101

Arcadia Valley Campus
ironton@thebaptisthome.org

(573) 546-7429

Chillicothe Campus
chillicothe@thebaptisthome.org

(660) 646-6219
www.thebaptisthome.org/becomearesident

THE BAPTIST HOME - ASHLAND
We believe we are called to share the gospel of Christ through our ministries to the aging. With the support of The Baptist Home Foundation, we were able 
to make a significant investment to cover the cost of the land and some of the infrastructure, however the needs are great. In order for us to make this 
dream of a campus in central Missouri a reality, we need your help! Will you partner with us? Your gift today will help ensure The Baptist Home’s mission to 
reflect God’s love in our ministries to aging adults in central Missouri continues now and into the future.

Expected Ministry Outcomes:
1.    A presence in central Missouri will provide better access to aging 
education and consultation to individuals, families, churches and 
other organizations that desire to learn of the Home’s 103 years of 
aging services and expertise in addressing aging issues.  These issues 
include; end of life support, estate planning, dementia care, affordable 
housing options, assistive care ministry, veterans care ministries, how 
to maintain independence, improving quality of life, etc.

To help us get started on our Ashland Campus, please send your gift to: 
The Baptist Home, P.O. Box 87, Ironton, MO 63650.  Memo line: Central Missouri Building Fund. Or a gift may be given online at www.thebaptisthome.org.
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Scavenger Hunt

Friday morning, March 18th, the students engaged the residents 
in a Scavenger Hunt. Residents were instructed to find all of the 
pieces of the Bible verse Ephesians 6:10-20, “The Armor of God,” 
which was hidden in 27 pieces around the AV campus.

Former Baptist Home Trustee Jennefer 
Quinn and her stepmom, Ruth 
Ann Short, found one piece in the 
Administration Office.

BSU student Barbara enjoyed 
hunting for clues with 
resident Kaylene Orrick.

BSU students Derek and Morris visited with 
resident Tim Alcorn. They were missing a piece or 
two of the scripture and were not sure where else 
to look.

Inspector Gadget Fashion Show

Betty Lockamy Holmes had a 

great time at the fashion show. 

Friday afternoon the Inspector Gadget Fashion Show was held. Pictured with 
Activities Director Debbie Boswell is Thelma Reeder as Hercule Poirot.

Candy from Safe Harbor Hospice and resident 
Josephine Reed attended the fashion show. They tried 
to make a run for it, but both were captured and their 
mug shots taken.

BSU leader Bruce Wade seated 
next to resident Bill Lumbley as 
Inspector Crusso.

Murder  Mystery Dinner

BSU Make Traditional Visit to TBH-AV Campus
Members of the BSU group from the Missouri University of Science & Technology in Rolla made 
their annual visit to the AV campus over the St. Patrick’s Day break. This tradition of more than thirty 
years has always been looked forward to with anticipation by residents, staff, and yes, the students! 
This year, residents were treated to a Murder Mystery Dinner, an Inspector Gadget Fashion Show, a 
Scavenger Hunt and a chapel service led by the students.

Former BSU leader 
and TBH Trustee 
Jesse Parrott, 
and his wife, Dot, 
participated in the 
Murder Mystery 
Dinner. Jesse played 
the part of Dollar 
Moss, a champion 
race car driver. Dot 

was Ivory Tinkle, a piano player. Jesse and Dot brought the first 
BSU group to the AV campus more than 30 years ago. They still 
serve the residents and support the BSU students today.

After dinner, the 
mystery began. 
Freddie Farr (Sherri 
Snider) thanked 
everyone for 
gathering for the 
reading of the Last 
Will and Testament 
of the Baroness 
Arabella Rummun. 

The Baroness died recently under tragic and mysterious circumstances. The 
Baroness left behind many artifacts. The authenticity of the artifacts is in 
question. It also must be determined who is the rightful heir.

While they enjoyed their meal, Harmon 
and Annabelle Aubuchon were a little 
concerned about their suspicious dinner 
companions.

Thursday evening, March 17th, residents and students gathered in the Goodwin 
Dining Room for a Murder Mystery Dinner served by employees of Kindred at Home 
Hospice and students from the Arcadia Valley Career Tech Center.

Ruth Ann Short 
portrayed Alex 
Snootipants, a 
word famous 
photographer 
who had been 
photographing 
the late Baroness’s 
house and 
grounds for years. 
Staffer Kathie 
Jones, aka Pinky 
Beasts, was a 

servant to the Princess of Moldovia and Ian Beasts’ mom. At the 
end of the play, it was discovered that Pinky Beasts had stolen 
Ian from the Baroness when he was a baby. She murdered the 
Baroness to keep her from reclaiming her son.

Baptist Home President Steven Jones played the 
part of Ian Beasts, a well known explorer. At the 
end of the mystery, it is discovered that Ian was 
actually the Baroness Rummun’s son. 

Resident Alta 
Kretschmar was 
glad to have her 
daughter, Brenda 
Sumner, attend 
the dinner with 
her. Brenda even 
accepted a part 
in the mystery as 
Miss Lucrecia Diva, 
a world famous 
model.
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Welcome New Residents!

Lola Watson (IL)
Court Street First 

Methodist, Fulton
March 24

Roberta Sherman (IL)
First, Crystal City
April 1 

Jane Johnson (IL)
First, Farmington
May 1 

BIRTHDAYS
Jul  1 Ruby Funk, General Baptist, Vulcan
Jul  11 Harmon Aubuchon, Maplewood Baptist
Jul  19 Elizabeth Adams, Kirkwood Baptist
Jul  20 Melva Florea, First Baptist, Ironton
Jul  23 Harold Wilkerson
Jul  30 Ruthel Shirley, South County Baptist, St. Louis
Jul  30 Bill Shirley, South County Baptist, St. Louis
Aug  3 Geneva Ross, AV Assembly of God, Ironton
Aug  4 Nadine Gifford, First Baptist, New Franklin
Aug  6 Jack Wilkinson, Fee Fee Baptist, Bridgeton
Aug  14 Donizetti Keebler, Blackhawk Baptist, 
 Ft. Wayne, IN
Aug  16 Fred Davis, First Baptist, Ironton
Aug  19 Effie Mae Reed, Mill Creek Freewill Baptist,   
 Fredericktown
Aug  20 Rebecca Jolley, Cornerstone Baptist, 
 Jefferson City
Aug  29 Bessie Jennings, Pleasant Hill Baptist, Steelville
Aug  29 Josephine Reed, Maplewood Baptist
Aug  31 John Cope, Red Star Baptist, Cape Girardeau
Sep   3 Betty Bryant, New Bethel United Methodist, 
 Glen Carbon, IL
Sep   4 Lola Watson, Court Street First Methodist, Fulton
Sep   7 Charles Dodd, Florissant Valley Baptist, St. Louis
Sep  12 Beth Woods, First Baptist, Fredericktown
Sep  16 Tim Alcorn, First Baptist, Leadwood
Sep  22 Bill Lumbley, First Baptist, Ironton
Sep  23 Virgie Dodd, Florissant Valley Baptist, St. Louis
Sep  24 Bonnie Dodson, Victory Baptist, Florissant

ANNIVERSARIES
Sep   6 Fred and Peggy Davis, First Baptist, Ironton 

DECEASED RESIDENTS
May  12 Larry Johnson, First Baptist, Farmington

CAMPUS INFORMATION | ARCADIA VALLEY

Immediate Needs: Kleenex; White Towels 
Washcloths (colored) and Bath Towels (white and colored); Listerene; 
Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; 
Combs; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s 
sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Cotton balls; Watercolors; Postage stamps; 
Small bingo prizes; Diabetic socks; Long straight pins; Large safety pins; 
Sharp scissors; White felt (half or more yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; 
Artificial Flowers; DVD’s (family friendly); Hearing Aid Batteries #312; 
Adult Coloring Books.

Volunteers Welcomed!
Special music groups  anytime; Sunday sing-a-longs; fingernail 
painting; letter writing;  scripture reading 1 on 1; Special music for 
Sunday Worship Services; helping in the craft’s department.
For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs

Pet Therapy
Kindred at Home Hospice brought a special visitor named “Shivers” for a 
fun day with the residents.

Residents took advantage of a warm, sunny day in April to 
enjoy ice cream in the courtyard. 

Melva Florea, 
Annabelle 

Aubuchon and 
Rebecca Jolley 

enjoyed visiting 
while eating their 

ice cream.

Avid Cardinals fan Chris 
Fritschle was excited about 

the ice cream and the 
beginning of baseball season.

Lucille Jennings enjoyed 
her ice cream in the 
comfort of the shade.

Masters  Golf Tournament

A large group of residents gathered outside 
eager to meet “Shivers.”

Gerry Stephen Bonnie IvesterBetty Babb

Residents participated in a miniature Masters Golf Tournament in 
April. Two, seven hole courses were arranged in the Goodwin Dining 
Room. It was a fun event enjoyed by residents and staff.

Peggy Thomas concentrated on 
making her hole-in-one.

John Burney made a successful putt with the 
help of Activities Director Debbie Boswell. 

Housekeeping employee Angela Prater assisted 
resident Bill Lumbley on the first course. 
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Have grandparents teach a new life-skill. Kids of 
all ages say one of the most fun activities is asking 
grandparents to teach them how to cook. There 
are many children who have absolutely no cooking 
skills, and sadly, many of their parents do not know 
how to cook either. Cooking sessions are times for 
grandma to share her most popular recipes, and 
grandpa could even teach the grandkids how to 
barbeque a dinner. Passing cooking information 
and skills to the next generation is a very rewarding 
and meaningful time. Plus, it is a time to get a good 
meal for everyone.

Ask grandparents to write a family history. 
Grandparents are usually the “current expert” 
of the life lived by your parents, siblings, aunts, 
uncles, grand and great-grand parents. Tell as much 
as you can about these folk’s birth dates, birth 
place, education, Christian faith, work, home and 
interesting facts about them. Then share the family 
story with your kids and grandkids. Also, give each 
of them a copy of your history work so they will 
have a reference of their family’s past.

Ask grandparents to share their Christian faith. 
It is amazing that some children who reject their 
parent’s faith teaching will sit and listen to their 
grandparents teaching the same lesson. It seems 
grandkids tend to accept Christianity from their 
grandparents. So grandparents, you need to be 
willing to share your Christian faith with your 
grandkids. For inspiration read 2 Timothy 1: 5.

Grandparents really do view their grandkids as 
God’s gift to them. But Grandparents need to 
remember they are God’s gift to their children and 
grandchildren as well. Grandparents need to be 
willing to share their time, energy, and love so their 
kids and grandkids can receive the inheritance of 
love and wisdom which only a grandparent can 
impart.

GRANDPARENTING IS GREAT
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Dr. Frank E. Fain is the Director 
of Adult Ministry  Services 
for The Baptist  Home. He 
serves as a resource person 
to churches, congregational 
leaders, senior adults and their 
families on issues related to 
aging and adult ministries.

This year’s “Grandparents Weekend” is September 10 
– 11. Sunday the 11th is Grandparents Day in many 
congregations across our nation. I am a member of 
a Baptist church that will celebrate this wonderful 
day.

Church Grandparents Day is an event started 
and developed over the last ten to fifteen years. 
Congregations seem to be reflecting an attitude 
change in our country.

Those who study American society claim that over 
the last fifteen years there has been a positive 
shift in attitudes about American grandparents. 
Parents and their children want grandparents 
to be more involved with them. Also, according 
to several studies, grandparents today are more 
interested and involved with their grandkids than 
grandparents of previous times. 

For adults who are blessed to have grandchildren, 
now is the time for you to once again thank the 
Lord for the gift he has given you. It is also time for 
grandpa and grandma to make a commitment to 
be mentors, educators, supporters, friends, and yes, 
ministers to your grandkids. These commitments 
will lead to meaningful times for both the children 
and the grandparents.

So what meaningful things can grandkids and 
grandparents do together in the 21st century? Here 
are some examples.

Have the children and grandparents tell their life 
stories. Each person can share about their school, 
sports, church, camping, travels, and friendships 
throughout life. Sharing life stories can be a 
wonderful opportunity to build strong friendships 
while learning about family members.

Ask grandparents to help with homework. 
Children often discover their grandparents are 
excellent tutors and can help them with their 
current school work. Older grandchildren may 
also find out that grandparents are very good in 
assisting with their preparation for college or work 
skills education.

“Grandparents are God’s gift to children 
and to the world.  They mentor, model, 
and minister to people of all ages and in 
all stages of life.”
         -Richard Bimler

Quality of life can be improved by having an estate 
plan.  It is also the only way to make sure the 
stewardship of your accumulation will continue, as 
you desire, after your death.  Your estate wishes can 
be carried out through a will or through a revocable 
living trust. Another reason to have a plan is to ensure 
that there is provision for the management of your 
assets if you are unable to manage them yourself.  
This can be accomplished with a durable power of 
attorney or a revocable living trust.  The revocable 
living trust is the most flexible estate-planning tool 
in existence today.  The living trust can provide 
continuity to benefit you and your heirs, and for 
organizations and ministries you want to assist.

Important Terms to understand:
There is vocabulary you need to become familiar with 
as you learn more about revocable living trusts:
Revocable means the estate owner can revoke or 
amend the trust at any time.  You stay in control.
Grantor or Settlor is an individual who establishes 
the trust.
Living Trust is a trust established by a grantor during 
his/her lifetime.  This is different than a testamentary 
trust, which becomes effective at death. 
Trustee is the person or institution responsible for 
managing a trust.  The trustee holds fiduciary title 
to assets, but is required to manage the assets in 
accordance with the terms of the agreement.
Successor Trustee is the person or institution that 
fulfills the trustee’s duties in the case of disability, 
death or resignation of the initial trustee.
Revocable-Self Declaration Living Trust is a trust 
established and managed by the grantor of the trust.  
The purpose of the trust is to distribute the grantor’s 
estate at his or her death while avoiding probate.

Advantages of the Revocable Living Trust
Using a revocable living trust in your estate plan 
allows you to avoid probate and the problems 
that are sometimes associated with it.  Other key 
advantages include:
•  Reduction of administrative costs and speeding 
estate distribution;
•  Avoids interruption of income to heirs at grantor’s 
(estate owner’s) death;
•  Provides for the private distribution of estate and is 
more difficult to challenge than a will; 
•  Capability to transfer management without court 
involvement if grantor becomes incompetent;

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST:
A Valuable Estate Planning Tool

•  The potential for greater diversity and security for 
investments if a corporate trustee is used.

The Living Trust Does Not:
•  Eliminate the need for a will since disposition of 
assets not included in the trust must be provided 
for in what is usually called a pour-over will.
•  Reduce income or estate taxes.  It can, however, 
establish and fund trusts that do save income or 
estate taxes at death.

Establishment of the Revocable Living Trust
A trust agreement must be drafted by an attorney 
and signed by the grantor(s) and initial trustee if 
not a grantor.  The trust is funded by transferring 
a title to the trust during life.  Probate is avoided 
only to the extent that assets are transferred to the 
trust.  Thus it is important to transfer title of all of 
your assets to the trust.  Assets without a title can 
be transferred with a bill of sale or by assignment. 
You can benefit The Baptist Home in your 
revocable living trust in several ways including:
•  Leaving a percentage of the remainder of your 
trust to The Baptist Home;
•  Leaving a specified amount to The Baptist Home;
•  Establishing a trust which provides for family 
members during their lifetimes and then 
distributes to The Baptist Home;
•  Leaving assets to The Baptist Home in exchange 
for a Gift Annuity for a loved one.

If you want more information about the Revocable 
Living Trust, e-mail glober@thebaptisthome.org, 
call 816-509-2812 or visit www.tbhlegacy.org.

Greg Lober is a part-time 
employee of The Baptist 
Home specializing in planned 
giving.  Greg has conducted 
over a thousand public and 
professional seminars on 
estate and tax planning and 
planned giving.

Scan here for more information on planned 
giving options or visit www.tbhlegacy.org.

P lanning For Tomorrow
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s Perhaps one 
of the reasons 
that Duane 
Wise advises 
parents to 
start teaching 
their children 
about God 
at a very 
young age is 
because he 
did not enjoy 
the benefit of 
such teaching 
as a child. He 
was thirty 
years old and 
in great pain 

with hemorrhaging ulcers when he cried out 
to the Lord for help. His prayer was something 
like “let me live and raise my children, and I will 
serve you.” His prayer was answered, and Duane 
has kept his part of the covenant for sixty years. 
Nearing his 90th birthday, Duane lives in one 
of our independent living apartments on the 
Chillicothe campus of The Baptist Home.

Duane and his late wife, Cleo, lived in 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he took up a 
locksmith’s trade and expanded his business 
to a line of hardware and related items. One 
of his fondest memories from that time was 
getting to know the former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Colin Powell. Major Powell, while 
attending the Army War College at Leavenworth, 
sometimes brought his entire family into Duane’s 
store and visited while the children looked over 
the line of bicycles that Duane carried. 

Duane was very active as a Gideon and served 
the local chapter as a chaplain. That role took 
him into the prison at Leavenworth. When 
his two year term as chaplain expired, no one 
wanted to take it over and go into the prison. 
So Duane became a “permanent” volunteer 
chaplain.

When he and his wife moved to John Knox 
Village at Lee’s Summit in the early 90s, Duane 
continued as a volunteer chaplain and became a 
hospice volunteer.  He often received calls from 
the paid chaplains at John Knox to go to the Care 
Center for them on weekends. Later John Knox 
cut the number of paid chaplains on staff, and 
Duane became even more active as a volunteer 
chaplain, especially at the Care Center. 

Aging with Dignity & Grace
Duane Wise: A Man of Prayer

Duane maintains a wood shop in his garage at 
The Baptist Home and still fashions wooden 
crosses for the candlelight service at John Knox 
during the Christmas season. One of the pastors 
of First-Lee’s Summit, where Duane still has his 
membership, calls him every Thursday morning 
at 8:30. 

Like so many of his generation, Duane longs for 
the hymns of the faith in a tradition-rich worship 
service. He said he has not been able to find 
that, and he misses it. He attends the chapel 
service at The Baptist Home and then finds a 
service on his television to watch on Sunday 
morning. According to Duane, it is not just the 
music he misses. He believes that over the last 
60 years he has seen the “fading out” of deeply 
spiritual services. 

Duane also misses Steve Long, our administrator 
for our new Baptist Home campus in progress at 
Ashland. When Steve was interning with former 
Administrator Lynn Jackson at Chillicothe (he 
needed 500 hours as part of the requirement to 
secure his administrator’s license), Duane invited 
him to stop by his apartment for a visit. That led 
to other visits, and the two became fast friends 
and prayer partners. “I really miss that guy,” 
Duane said. 

During our interview, Duane pointed to a chair 
next to his front window. “That’s where I have 
my devotional and prayer time in the morning 
when the sun is coming up,” Duane said. Steve 
frequently stopped by and shared Duane’s 
prayer time with him. “It was a great way to start 
my day,” Steve said. 

I often pray with those I visit on behalf of The 
Baptist Home. Because I had the feeling during 
our visit that I was in the presence of a very 
special man, I asked Duane to lead in prayer as 
we closed our time together. I’m glad I did.

James W. Nelson serves as 
a part-time Advancement 
Officer for The Baptist Home 
after retiring as Director of 
Advancement for 17 years.  
He serves with fundraising of 
large projects and acts as an 
advisor to The Baptist Home.

ENRICHING...

MIND...

BODY...

AND SPIRIT...

Nancy Ball also enjoyed doing the colorful 
artwork. 

Oma Mackey showed her artistic talent.

Norma Taggart considered which book 
to check out this week from TBH Library. 
She reads at least 1-2 books every week.

Residents are encouraged to attend 
a morning exercise class held every 
weekday morning beginning at 
9:00 a.m.

Interim Chaplain Rob Hurtgen welcomed speaker Rev. Josh 
Gottman, pastor of First-Trenton, along with his two children, 
Norah and Seth, and musicians Marilyn and Jack Bain.

Rev. Keith Sisney, pastor of First-
Meadville, provided a message 
and sang for residents as part of 
Spiritual Focus Week.

Mary Davis and Ruth Ann Steele of First-
Chillicothe served refreshments.

Spiritual Focus Week – Each March, a special week is set 
aside to invite area pastors and music leaders to come 
and speak, teach and sing for the residents.
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CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Campus Needs
Hearing Aid Batteries - Size 13; Postage Stamps; Hand Sanitizer (12 oz.); 
Kleenex; Hair Spray; Shampoo; Face Cream (Oil of Olay, Ponds, etc.); Dove 
Body Wash; Efferdent Tablets; Chapstick/Blistex; White/Color Washcloths; 
Special Spa-like, scented lotions i.e.:  Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, etc. for 
whirlpool baths; Battery Operated Tea Lights; Birthday gifts @ $1.00; Small 
Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed for Resident Bird Feeders; New or Used IPods or MP3 
Players; Fitted Flannel Sheets (Twin Size); International Coffee – Regular & 
Sugar-Free; Sewing Thread (White); Large Print Christian Books (Fiction)

Volunteers Welcomed!
Provide a program or travelogue; provide special music or sing-a-long; 
youth groups are welcome; lead a table game session; read to residents; 
help residents write letters; visit 1 on 1 (reminisce or look at residents’ 
photo album memories with them); do a book review; be a listener; 
demonstrate a craft project; host an ice cream social, cookie party, etc.

For more information contact 
Joyce Stark,  jstark@thebaptisthome.org, (660) 646-6219.

Welcome New Residents!

Oma Mackey
First, Sulphur, OK

March 14

John Mackey
First, Sulphur, OK
March 14

Mina Sparks
Christian Church, 
Lee’s Summit
April 26

Willa Jean Estes
Calvary, Chillicothe

May 3

Edna Mae Eberting
Pleasant Valley, Liberty
March 16

BIRTHDAYS
Jul   1  Elaine Honeck, Bethlehem Lutheran, 
 Mason City, IA
Jul   2 Cleo Thomas, First Baptist, Wheeling
Jul   13 Norma Taggart, Memorial Baptist, Columbia
Jul   25 Ginny Hutchinson, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Jul   27 Jeri Pratt, First Harrisonville
Aug   8 Edna Mae Eberting, 
 Pleasant Valley Baptist, Liberty
Aug  9 Verna Davis, Laredo Baptist
Aug  10 Martha Moore, Cornerstone Baptist,   
 Chillicothe
Aug  13 Betty Grimes, Olive Branch Baptist,   
 Chillicothe
Aug  17 Eupha Webb, First Baptist, Slater
Aug  21 Lydia Gillespie, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Sep  7 Virginia Hoyt, Chula Baptist
Sep  11 Lee Ellis, First Baptist, Harrisonville
Sep  11 Elease Schulte, 
 Pleasant Valley Baptist, Liberty
Sep  13 Phyllis Roberts, Mooresville Christian
Sep  14 Calvin Webb, First Baptist, Slater
Sep  20 Opal Griffin, First Christian, Trenton
Sep  28 Selma Milum, First Baptist, Lee’s Summit

ANNIVERSARIES
Aug    7 Don and Vesta Cassada, First Baptist,   
 Chillicothe
Aug   29 Calvin and Eupha Webb, First Baptist, Slater  

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Mar   23 Clara Belle Harvey, Park Hill Baptist, Kansas City
Mar   30 Mildred Hilt, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Apr   3 Arletta Bolinger, First Baptist, California
Apr   18 Terry Cooper, Lee’s Summit 

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CAMPUS
Feb   9 Jean Wood, UMC, Chillicothe

CAMPUS INFORMATION | CHILLICOTHE

Special Visitors

Sharon Mitchell of Wheeling taught 
residents how to make May Baskets.

The Philathea Class from First-Chillicothe provided 
a homemade pie fellowship for the residents.

Children’s Librarian Candy Warren of the 
Livingston County Library visited and read 
Mother Goose nursery rhymes to residents.

The Children’s Choir from First-Chillicothe visited and 
performed for residents. 

“Someday  you  will  be  old  enough  to  start  reading  fairy  tales  again.” - C. S. Lewis

Celebrating easter
To celebrate Easter, staff prepared a special buffet lunch which provided a special time of fellowship for residents and their families.

Stella York with Dr. Milton Ferguson 
and family

Linda Grundhoffer and mother, 
Maxine Carey

Cindy Peterie and mother, 
Peggy Bate

Ellen Gregory and 
mother, Una Grubbs

Clovetta Roberts and family Elizabeth Benskin and family Lola McNally and family

Cleo Thomas and family Virginia Carter and family Nancy Ball (center) enjoyed a visit with a 
friend and a family member.
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Dr. Roger Hatfield serves as the 
Global Aging Missions Specialist 
for The Baptist Home.  In addition 
to outreach, he strives to build 
relationships with churches 
and other ministry specialists 
dedicated to advancing the care 
of the aged around the world.

Steven Jones has been President of The 
Baptist Home  since 2006. Prior to serving 
as president, he was administrator of the 

Chillicothe campus.  Steven has provided 
leadership and vision in establishing 

directives for The Baptist Home to ensure it 
continues to provide care for residents and 
educational support for friends and family 

of The Home.

“RUN THE RACE” ADULT FALL RETREAT 
WINDERMERE CONFERENCE CENTER

OCTOBER 6 - 8, 2016

Retreat Pastors | Dr. Paul Gibson & Greg Morrow
Friday Night Concert | Bud and Barbara Lee

For reservations and information: Becky Powell 
(573) 346-5200 ext. 2628, bpowell@windermereusa.org

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1b
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Nestled in a complex about 30 minutes outside of 
Santiago de Cuba, second largest city after Havana, is the 
Baptist eldercare campus of eastern Cuba.  Ten residents, 
both men and women, call this home. It is indeed.  

Residents here, a few who speak some English, talk of 
their past proudly, their parents who may have been 
Cuban and some other nationality, how they came to live 
here, and how they love to be here.  The campus shines 
with gorgeous flowers, trees, waterfalls and fountains 
under a very warm Cuban sun. A beautiful chapel stands 
in the entrance way that is more open air than enclosed 
to allow the beautiful sights and sounds to encroach.  
There is little to remind a person of Hurricane Sandy’s 
destructive force that left incredible damage in eastern 
Cuba. 

It is their Ebenezer, their “stone of help.” It has become 
a reminder of the Lord’s provision and protection to 
these special people as Samuel wanted the Israelites to 
remember.

The Baptist eldercare campus in the Western Baptist 
Convention where Havana is located serves 18 residents 
with about 12 more coming in shortly.  Their conditions 
are worse than the one in the east, without hot water and 
living with meager supplies. 

The government of Cuba recognizes the great care that 
occurs in the Baptist eldercare homes although it may not 
hire staff who are believers recommended by the nursing 
homes themselves. It is a tightrope of administrative 
attention to maintain the high standards that Christians 
impose on themselves as they care in the name of Christ.

The challenges?
•  Keeping worker-resident ratio low.  The Baptists in 
Santiago have a 1:5 while the government homes have 
1:30. There is a much greater emphasis on compassionate 
care among Christians than not. 

•  Covering the costs which seem to be constantly 
rising.  Food costs, worker salaries, are all factors in 

their ministry as they are here.  The work of the 
North Carolina Baptist Convention youth and 
construction groups have been a great gift to the 
Eastern Baptist eldercare campus. Other groups 
have helped with the campus in western Cuba.

• Addressing inadequate supplies of 
medications as well as medical supplies and 
equipment.

A unique opportunity exists in that the two Baptist 
seminaries in Cuba can also become partners with 
the two eldercare campuses.  That work has yet to 
be explored as the partnership grows. 

The Baptist Home Foundation in 2015 chose 
to respond to a call from the Eastern Baptist 
Convention in Cuba to “come and see.”   Other 
invited guests on the trip were representatives 

from the Future Leadership Foundation and Churchnet.  
All six team members spent a week in Cuba, April 23-
29, focusing on various ministries that comprise their 
work back in the states. Representing The Baptist Home 
Foundation were Steven Jones, TBH President & CEO; 
and Roger Hatfield, staff for Global Aging Missions.

The hard work to partner in healthy ways lies ahead. 
These are a gracious and generous people who have 
not been sitting and waiting, but working, ministering, 
praying and singing as they went, Here I raise mine 
Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; and I hope, by thy 
good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

EBENEZER TO THE AGING IN CUBA

Residents in the dining room of the Baptist nursing home 
in Santiago, Cuba. While food menus are fairly set, the staff 
works with residents on their dietary choices.

Residents enjoyed the sunshine and cool breezes on 
the veranda of the nursing home in Santiago. 

THE PRECIOUS PROMISE
From the President’s D

esk
What motivates our core values at The Baptist Home 
is Hope.  We deal with depressing issues each day… a 
losing battle…for aging and eventually dying, is not 
a pleasant venture.  Our residents, their families and 
friends, and our staff are courageous as we face these 
eventualities together.  Watching a loved one decline 
in health and slowly lose connection with this world is 
difficult.  We are mortal, indeed.  With each ache and pain, 
a new wrinkle in our skin, and another loss to grieve, we 
need Hope.  

Cynics do not believe in hope.  “He who lives on hope will 
die fasting” (Benjamin Franklin).  “Hope is the most hopeless 
thing of all” (Crowley). “Hope is the bait by which nature 
hooks our noses to get us to do what it wants us to do” 
(Schopenhauer).   

However, the Christian faith believes in Hope.  It is a Hope 
more than wishful thinking.  A Hope that is confident and 
assured.  It is Hope that can arise deep from within the 
core values of a believer, even in the midst of tragedy, 
grief, loss, and suffering. 

The Hope found in the Christian faith is not a mask.  Hope 
is not faking a smile or repressing sorrow.  Quite to the 
contrary, Christian Hope will experience the pain of loss 
while continuing with life.  Therefore, Jesus wept over the 
loss of his friend Lazarus, and Paul argued in his letter to 
the Thessalonians to grieve, but not as those who have 
no Hope.

I have asked several of recent days who have faced 
incredible loss, how is your faith in Christ doing?  Each 
time the answer is the same.  He is all that I have.

One of the most bountiful promises in scripture is 
summarized in Isaiah’s description of the coming of the 
Messiah, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son and 

shall call his name Immanuel.”  (Isaiah 7:14)  The promise is 
wrapped up in the name Immanuel that means “God with 
us.” 

In the garden, out of the garden, in the lives of the patriarchs 
and the prophets, through the work of the apostles and 
to every believer, we rejoice in the presence of God.  “…
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.”  (Matthew 28:20)  This Hope is assured because it is 
impossible for the Guardian of Hope to lie.  This becomes an 
“Anchor” for our being.  (Hebrews 6:19) 

I need this Anchor in my life.  I admit I am dependent on 
Him.  I am human, fearful, doubtful, emotional, sinful, and 
irrational.  I need to cling to Immanuel in order to navigate 
the difficult waters of life.  I need this precious promise for 
the peace in the midst of the storm to survive and thrive in 
this life and beyond. 

“My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 
name.

On Christ the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking 
sand,

All other ground is sinking sand.” By Edward Mote

$75 INCLUDES MEALS & PROGRAM, $49 AND UP FOR LODGING
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Hazel Sapp with her daughter, Virginia 
Planchon, and her dog, Arnold.

Sammy Allen with late resident, Thelma Clayton.

Special Visitors

Southgate Baptist Church Senior Choir, 
Springfield

Dr. Jerry Cain, the Chancellor of Judson 
University, introduced the choir and 

brought greetings from the university. 

IMB Missionary Maddy Moots visited 
with Dietary Director Jim Lemaire at the 

WMU Luncheon.O
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“Let us never know what old age is. Let us know the 
happiness time brings, not count the years.” – Unknown

When I first met 
Hazel Sapp, 
she was on her 
way to lunch. 
Campus Pastor 
Tommy Harper 
was taking a 
couple on a tour 
of the facility, 
but offered 
to take me to 
meet Hazel on 
the way. As we 
rounded the 
corner, we met 
Hazel walking 
herself to the 
dining room.  
Knowing she 
was almost 104, 

this made a big impression on me. I have had the 
privilege of meeting several super-centenarians, but 
none of them ambulated as well as Hazel. Tommy 
very graciously made the necessary introductions, 
and with one heartwarming smile, Hazel won me 
over.

I asked Hazel if I could join her for lunch and visit for 
a while, and she readily agreed.  Prior to our meeting, 
Tommy had shared with me that Hazel would 
become our oldest Baptist Home resident when she 
celebrated her birthday in May. When I asked Hazel 
about this, she just smiled with a twinkle in her eye 
and waited as a server brought her a cup of coffee. 

In fact, Hazel was born May 4, 1912, in Purdy, 
Missouri, almost one year to the day we mark 
the beginning of The Baptist Home, May 6, 1913. 
Hazel’s parents, Jess Monroe and Florence Rebecca 
Higgs Warren, were cattle farmers, and she 
remembers her mother and father working 
very hard to keep the farm going. Hazel 
was the middle child with an older brother, 
Lawton, and younger sister, Hester.  As the 
oldest sister, it was her job as a child to bring 
water up from the well to the kitchen each 
day and to make sure her younger sister 
brought in the wood. “It had to be in the 
night before,” she recalled. 

They walked a mile and a half to a country 
grade school. Hazel laughed when she 
remembered how fast they had to run up a 
big hill to get to class before the bell rang. “No 
one wanted to be late because the teacher 

would sit on you,” she said with a grin. When Hazel 
attended high school, she was able to get a ride in a 
horse-drawn wagon driven by her older brother. “I 
hated walking,” she said.

When I asked Hazel if she had married, she replied, 
“Oh yes, I had a dandy!” About this time, Tommy 
Harper stopped by to see how we were doing and 
began to share a little more. He said, “Hazel and her 
future husband, Virgil Sapp, met at the high school 
where she was employed as the school secretary. 
He was the single, handsome agriculture teacher 
who apparently was viewed as ‘quite the catch’ by 
all the single girl teachers in school. Hazel, very 
smartly, invited Virgil home to her mother’s cooking 
and that’s how it all started…with a Sunday dinner 
after church.”  

When asked what her favorite activity at The Baptist 
Home was, Hazel replied, “Sunday School. Daddy 
couldn’t go to church very often because he was 
caring for the cattle on the farm, but husband, Virgil, 
he would go with me.” She misses Virgil, but feels 
very blessed to have had a good husband.

Her younger sister, Hester (Gibson), was also 
a resident at The Baptist Home-Ozark.  Hazel 
remembers coming to The Home to visit her sister. 
As the older sibling, Hazel always felt responsible for 
her little sister’s well-being. When Hazel did enter 
The Home, she and Hester were both residents for 
a few months until her sister’s death in 2008 at the 
age of 94.

Hazel is a remarkable woman who I am very grateful 
to have had the chance to meet. At 104, her vitality, 
contentedness and simple joy were the things 
about her that amazed me most. God has more than 
blessed Hazel with a long life. By His grace, he has 
taught her how to have a life well-lived.   BLB

Hazel Sapp and Director of Communications, Becky Barton

After nearly 29 years of ministry, Administrator Sammy Allen announced his plans 
to retire from The Baptist Home this July. Sammy began his career with The Baptist 
Home in October of 1987 at The Baptist Home-Chillicothe serving in two capacities 
as a development officer and assistant administrator. Later in 1991, he became the 
Chillicothe campus administrator 
when Larry Johnson became the 
administrator at the Ironton campus. 
In 1993, Sammy transitioned to the 
Springfield area to begin development 
work and to serve as the administrator 
of a new campus to be constructed 

at Ozark. Sammy has worked hard over his many years of service to The Home and will 
be missed by residents and staff.  When announcing Sammy’s retirement, President 
Steve Jones stated, “Sammy is a wonderful and appreciated leader that made significant 
advances and contributions to this ministry. Although we regret his departure, we wish 
him, and his wife, Kathy, a well-deserved turning of a new chapter in their lives.” 

After twenty years of faithful service, Darice Augustson retired this May.  Darice 
was hired as the administrative assistant a year before the Ozark campus 

opened to residents in 1997.  In addition to 
her regular duties, Darice, a gifted musician, 
often played the harp or piano for residents 
during mealtime or for other special events. 
We are very thankful for Darice and her 
many years of service to the residents at The 
Baptist Home-Ozark.
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK

  

BIRTHDAYS
Jul   4 Janet Noble, Second Baptist, Liberty
Jul   7 Betty Joy Hewett, The Bridge, Nixa
Jul   8 Anna Allen, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Jul   9 Barbara Ford, Briar St. Baptist, Springfield
Jul   10 Alma Jo Cooper, First Baptist, Monett
Jul   11 Carlene Pennel, First Baptist, Springfield
Jul   12 Virginia Riddle, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Jul   14 John Bot, Second Baptist, Springfield
Jul   15 Doris Scott, First Baptist, Lebanon
Jul   22 Dorothy Leimkuehler, Concordia Baptist
Jul   25 Gladys Mooneyham, Cowboy Mtg. Place, 
 Mansfield
Jul   28 Betty Ragsdale, Second Baptist, Springfield
Aug 5 Hugh Smith, Nashua Baptist, Kansas City
Aug 5 Sue Hall, Selmore Baptist, Ozark
Aug 18 Edith Ash, First Baptist, Mexico
Aug 19 Patricia Mohrbacher, Northern Blvd. Methodist, 
 Independence
Aug 21 Lena Perry, Verona Baptist
Aug 23 Maurice Clopton, University Heights Baptist,   
 Springfield
Aug 23 Paul Swadley, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Aug 25 Maxine Wester, Second Baptist, Springfield
Aug 26 Myron Dillow, University Heights Baptist, 
 Springfield
Aug 28 Dale Allen, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Aug 30 Bessie Hume, First Baptist, Branson
Aug 31 Betty Clark, First Baptist, Republic 
Aug 31 Bob Woolley, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep 5 Marilyn Griffis, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep 7 Evelyn Brott, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep 9 Lucille Gregory, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark
Sep 15 Evalyn Jo Dale, First Baptist, Nevada
Sep 15 Nancy Shaddy, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep  20 Ivan Nyberg, First Baptist, Ozark
Sep 21 Wilma Wilson, First Baptist, Clinton
Sep 28 Lucille Doing, First Baptist, Lebanon
Sep 28 Marilyn Huff, South Gate Baptist, Springfield
Sep 29 Mary Jackson, Hamlin Memorial Baptist, Springfield

ANNIVERSARIES
Jul  6 George and Janet Noble, Second Baptist, Liberty
Jul  8 Dale and Anna Allen, South Haven Baptist, 
 Springfield
Jul  8 David and Vera Smith, Woodland Presbyterian, 
 Hot Springs, AR
Aug  4 John and Dolores Bot (*), Second Baptist,   
 Springfield
Aug  14 Myron and Marjorie Dillow, 
 University Heights Baptist, Springfield
Aug  25 Paul and Ruth Harvey, South Haven Baptist,   
 Springfield 
(*) Not a resident of The Baptist Home

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Mar   4 Edgar Burks, First Baptist, Springfield
Mar  19 Oliver Barnard, First Baptist, Shell Knob
Apr   25 Eva Berry, Briar Street Baptist, Springfield
May  4 Nina Jackson, First Baptist, Huntsville

CAMPUS INFORMATION | OZARK

Welcome New Residents!

Leona Collins
First Harvester, St. Charles 

March 2

John Bot
Second, Springfield
March 21

Violet Crowder
First, Lebanon
March 29

Marjorie Crum
First, Ozark

April 1

Eleanor Sweet
First, Raytown
April 25

Milton Thomas
Faith, Waynesville

March 24

Campus Needs
Immediate Needs:   Kleenex; Temporary or permanent 

volunteer to help with nail care on Wednesday mornings
Hearing Aid Batteries sizes 10, 12, 13; Hand Sanitizer; Toothpaste; 

Toothbrushes; Eye Glass Repair Kits with screws; Shampoo; 
Conditioner; Body Wash (No bar soap please); Men’s and Women’s 

Deodorant ; Mouthwash (small bottles).

Bingo Prizes Desired: Stuffed animals; Beanie Babies; Candy bars and 
Boxed candy (movie box type); Seasonal items to decorate resident 

rooms or wreathes to decorate doors; Artificial Flowers and greenery for 
arranging; Word Find (large print); Crossword Puzzles (large print); Gospel 

Music CD’s (used is just fine); Ladies Perfume; Men’s Cologne ; Any items 
men might like to have as a bingo prize; Crunch and Munch

Volunteers Welcomed!
Immediate: A temporary volunteer needed to help with nail care 

on Wednesday mornings! 

For more information contact Kim Zahn, 
kzahn@thebaptisthome.org, (417) 581-2101.

Easter Bunny 
pays a visit

John Bot Bernie Sullins Dorothy McClure

David Smith and Bob Woolley

Celebrating Holy Week

George and Janet Noble sang a duet as 
part of one Holy Week service. George 
later brought the message.

Maxine Wester played the piano.

Zeldean Munton led in 
prayer.

Harvey Wright preached 
for one of the services.

Dale Allen also agreed to 
bring a message.

Hugh Smith preached.

The Baptist Home-Ozark is blessed to have a large number of retired ministers and missionaries who reside on campus. We 
are thankful for their willingness to help make the celebration of Holy Week special for residents and staff.

Approximately 74 residents attended the 
services.
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school district where my dad was superintendent.  
She supported our family farm/ranch operation in 
many ways, too.  I remember tagging along and 
“helping” with gardening, cooking, sewing, going to 
the laundromat in town, and hanging the clothes out 
to dry when we returned home.  Her patience seemed 
boundless. 
After becoming a mom, I greatly respected the many 
hours she spent patrolling piano practice, trying 
to teach me to cook, ironing miles of ruffles on my 
dresses, attempting to perm my stubborn locks, 
reading countless books, and telling my adoption 
story over and over and over!  When my curiosity and 
creativity carried too far, I remember dodging her 
flyswatter, especially after I had enamel painted her 
hard-earned, brand new reptile shoes!  She put up 
with my preference to help dad at the barn with the 
horses and calves over learning “domestic” skills in the 
house.  Her high blood pressure, I am certain, resulted 
from waiting for me to return from my county-wide 
horseback rides and putting up with my adopting 
every stray dog that landed on our property.  However, 
she did not tolerate an unmade bed, showing up at 
school during my first grade year to take me home to 
make up my bed!
Thanks to her care, I was able to pass it on with my own 
son, two foster daughters, three grandchildren, and a 
plethora of students. I pray that God has been able to 
use my earthly efforts to instill in them roots and wings 
as well.   As the years passed, I also had the immense 
privilege to help my father to care for her and to be with 
her at her “graduation”.  After she led our way to Glory, 
my father and I were amazed to find that she had kept 
all of the cards I had created or bought for her many 
Mother’s Days.  Many of them were stashed in the big 
family Bible.  Also, while caring for my dad, I realized that 
she had mediated many situations that arose between 
my father and me through the years—apparently, we 
were a little too much alike.  I find that my son and I 
have the same situation to some extent, and his wife has 
the role of watching over my son and his son.  

The sacrificial love of my 
birth mother reflects the 
sacrificial love of God 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus to give us a chance 
at eternal life.  The love, 
care, teaching, disciplining, 
listening, comforting roles 
my adopting mother 
demonstrated are blessings 
that should flow full circle.  
Mothers truly exhibit Jesus’ 
love for us.  Thank you to 
my two mothers.

I have two mothers to thank in my life.  One gave me life.  
The other provided me roots and gifted me with wings.
Mother’s Day never fails to bring a mix of memories 
and feelings:  joy at being a mother, gratitude for the 
mother who gave me life and then sacrificed to give 
me a family as well, and love for the mother who 
reared me.  I did not fully understand either mother’s 
love until I became a mother.
My birth mother, as I learned in my 50s, already 
had two children and had experienced a difficult 
divorce when she became pregnant a third time in 
1949. Fearing she would lose custody of her first two 
children, she opted to allow me to be adopted by her 
close friend’s relatives who could not have children.   I 
came to fully understand her sacrificial love when I was 
gifted with the responsibility of being a birth partner 
and advocate for a friend in a similar circumstance.  
That experience also gave me an inner peace to heal 
the “abandonment” question that every adopted child 
experiences at some point in his/her life.
Because of this gift of life, I had the privilege of 
receiving love and training from my adopting mother, 
some folks call the “mother of the heart.”  Predominant 
in her teaching was how to take care of others.  As 
the eldest daughter, my mother assumed many of 
the roles of her father after his death while she was 
still in high school.  When I think of all the chores she 
assumed, I am in awe.  Her example gave me strength 
to carry on as a single mom many years later.  She 
waited out a 5-year engagement while my father 
positioned himself to be able to support her and any 
family they might have.  Because they were unable to 
have a child, they tended to be the “parents” for the 
small community in which they lived and worked.  One 
particular story my father loved to repeat was how my 
mother gave her new winter coat to a high school girl 
who needed to dress up for an event and did not have 
a coat.  
I appreciate her taking on a baby at age 35.  She was 
still serving as the community “mom” to the small 

Friends of the Home

Cunningham Family Photo

Karon Cunningham, Ozark 
Active Living Resident

Ozark resident Ida Mae Suchman with her 
daughter, Judy Gray, granddaughter, Connie 
Miller, great-granddaughter Kayla Pappin and 
great-great-grandson, Kellan Pappin. 

Arcadia Valley resident Georgia Reeder 
was ready for the Mother’s Day Tea. Ozark resident Alma Jo Cooper and daughter, Mary.

Cheryl Oder, Calvary-Chillicothe, gave a manicure 
to Chillicothe resident Phyllis Roberts as part of 
her Mother’s Day Makeover.

Doris Scott enjoyed a visit with her daughter, Sue 
Doing, at the Ozark campus.

Ozark resident Helen Hill with her daughter, Julia 
Miller, and granddaughter, Leslie Pruitt.

Lois Wilkerson held hands with her 
daughter, Karen, while attending the 
Mother’s Day Tea at the Arcadia Valley 
campus.

Margaret Deatz, First-Chillicothe, provided nail care 
to Miriam Stelplugh at the Chillicothe campus. 

Arcadia Valley resident Bonnie Dodson 
wore a red boa to celebrate.

Active living resident Melva Florea wore 
her best hat for the Mother’s Day Tea on 
the Arcadia Valley campus.

Hon or Thy Mo ther
“Only God Himself fully appreciates the influence of a Christian mother 
in the molding of character in her children.” - Billy Graham

To My Two Mothers by Karon Cunningham
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Honorariums  &  Memorials Charles Newsome by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Frank and Opel Nixon by Ruby Ward, Owensville.
Joanne Lamport Pearce by Dr. and Mrs. Wade 
Paris, Harrisonville.
Jenny Proctor by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Clerc, Affton.
Roscoe and Lucille Reeder by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Lackey, Springfield.
Norma Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Truman Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
James Shaddy by Bill and Kathy Piotrowski, 
Bath, MI.
Mary Short by Rev. and Mrs. James Short, 
Higginsville.
Eugene Snider by Larry and Jane Johnson, 
Ruth Short, Ironton.
Art Stephenson by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Melba Stevens by Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Volner, 
Arnold.
Janet Stout by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Vincent Suhany by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Toma, 
Sr., Cape Girardeau.
Fred Sumpter by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Dean Sutton by Oakland Baptist Church, 
Clarkburg.
J.O. and Margaret Swink by Henrietta Fair, 
Savannah.
Norman Thieme by Kay Trevorrow, Anaheim, CA.
My Father by Larry and Linda Tinker, Gilbert, AZ.
June Tolbert by Irene Garton, Springfield.
Karen Wadlow by Bob Wadlow, Farmington.
Brente Ward by Barbara Ward, Farmington.
Edna Wilkinson by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Hutson, Harvester.
Elsie Williams by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Murrell Williams by Mr. and Mrs. James Henry, 
Springfield.
Tandy and Jessie Williams by Lillith Leonard, 
Tipton.
Margaret Wooderson by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Wright, Ozark.
Berlene Wright by Melvin Wright, Desloge.

Honorariums and memorials received 
February 5, 2016 through May 4, 2016.

IN HONOR OF:
Sammy Allen by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Our 62nd wedding anniversary by Billy and 
Dorothy Armstrong, Freeman.
Ercell and Jill Arney’s 70th wedding 
anniversary by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Arletta Bolinger by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Our anniversary by Mark and Susann Bronson, 
Harrisonville.
John Burney’s 103rd birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Graftenreed, Ironton.
Gerald and Betty Collier by Geraldine Stephen, 
Ironton.
Connie Garber by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Nina Hensley by Jim and Glenna Rhodes, St. Louis.
Jim Joslin by Louise Lunn, Springfield.
Our 68th wedding anniversary by Kenneth 
and Myra Lackey, Springfield.
Bill Riggs by CBF Heartland, Liberty.
Our 35th wedding anniversary by Leon and 
Carron Sander, Scott City.
Paul and Sue Thompson by Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Nelson, Jefferson City.
Barbara Ward’s 80th  birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Faircloth, Park Hills; Florence Mayse, 
Farmington.
Jack Wilkinson by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Hutson, Harvester; Betty Wilkinson, Rolla; Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Umfleet, Palm Coast, FL.
Marilyn Williams by Mr. and Mrs. James Henry, 
Springfield.
Our wedding anniversary by Larry and Joyce 
Zent, Harrisonville.

IN MEMORY OF:
Oliver Barnard by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Thompson, Jefferson City; Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Thompson, Lohman; Harold and Joyce Schutt, 
David and Joyce Ratcliff, Berger; Gary and Harriet 
Smith, San Antonio, TX; John Schink, St. Louis.
Mary Beasley by Wilma Gray, St. Louis.
Arletta Bolinger by Dick and Lena Alexander, 
Promise City, IA; Loyd and Doris Fulks, Buddy 
and Nancy Bolinger, Louise Irey, First Baptist 
Church, Ready Workers SS Class, California; 
Bob and Rita Lawson, Justin Lawson, Sedalia; 
Elaine Cook, Leta Mae Higgins, Jerry and 
Kathy Higgins, John and Ellen Allee, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis Garber and Family, Brice Bell, 
Delores Claas and Family, Tipton; Rhonda 
Fogelbach, Jefferson City; Amos and Judy 
Oehrke, Blue Springs; Lydia Gillespie, Mr. and 
Mrs. Len Simmer, Stella York, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dennis Savage, Linda Grundhoffer, Selma 
Milum & Family, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Deatz, 
Cora Grouse, Retha Emerich, Helen Wilkinson, 
Pat Ricket,Chillicothe; Ovid and Mary Jo 

Lyon, Armstrong; James Irey, Latham; Jewell 
Lykins, Eldon; John and Georgene Tankersley, 
Fortuma; Linda Hays, Columbia; Nancy Sledd, 
Louisburg, KS; Bette Mumpower, Kansas City; 
Douglas and Ruth Ann Carey, Shawnee, KS; 
Darrell and Ruthie Meyers, Meadville; Donald 
Flassing, Sewell, NJ; Margery Black, Morrison, 
CO; Communications Workers of America Local 
6372, Sterling, KS; Teresa Doss, Brookfield.
Harold and Irene Brase by Nancy Locker, St. Louis.
Barbara Bray by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, 
Liberty.
Floy and Marshall Broome by Henry and Gail 
Jackson, La Grange, GA.
Marshall Broome by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Wright, Ozark; Second Baptist Church, Second 
Notes Choir Fund, Springfield; John and Patricia 
Hunn, Foristell; JG and Jeannie, Lyn and Debbie, 
Carley and Peggy Jo Broome, Hampton, FL.
Edgar Burks by Ruth Short, Vernell Williams, 
Ironton; Peggy Smith, Eva Hammons, Jack 
and Louise Rogers, Becky Young, Springfield; 
Harvesters, Jefferson City; Marian, Ray, Melody 
and Darryl Leftwich, Carbondale, IL; Martha 
Bowers and Connie Bowers, Bowersville, GA;  
Rev. and Mrs. Herb Barker, Ozark; Bill and Pat 
Honeycutt, Cabool.
Edgar and Linnie Burks by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Cravens, Cape Girardeau.
Mary Carroll by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Terry Cooper by Stella York, Connie Garber, 
Chillicothe.
A.D. Counts by Barbara Ward, Farmington.
Michael Counts by Barbara Ward, Farmington.
Opal Counts by Barbara Ward, Farmington.
Gail Dabbs by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield.
Glenn Daniel by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Gerard Davis by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Joyce Degonia by Wayman Degonia, St. Louis.
Frank Dick by Mary Dick, California.
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Schneider, St. Louis.
E.D. Francis by Rev. and Mrs. Keith Huffman, 
Ironton.
Pauline Gambill by Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Ward, 
Festus.
Barbara Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Mary Belle Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Ted and Dorothy Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Faircloth, Park Hills.
Joy Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, 
Warrensburg.
Mary Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, 
Park Hills.
June Haefner by Patricia Haus, Farmington.
Kenneth Harder by Jean Harder, Higginsville.

Clara Belle Harvey by Jane Phillips, Fairfield, TX; 
Park Hill Baptist Church, Kansas City; Darrell 
and Ruthie Meyers, Meadville; The Allene Goers 
Family, Higginsville; Connie Garber, Chillicothe; 
Gaspare and Kathleen Casamento, St. Louis; 
John and Janet Spurgeon, St. James; Peter and 
Helen Sego, Cuba; Anne Spurgeon, Madison, 
WI; Mike and Lisa Gan, Kenneth and Deborah 
Williams, St. James; Sharon Sewell, Rolla; 
Richard and Judith Self, Gilbertsville, KY.
Georgia Hedgecorth by Linda Dirden, Cape 
Girardeau.
Norma Hendricks by James Hendricks, 
Manchester.
Charles Hensley by Mr. and Mrs. Harold Mullins, 
Cuba; Jim and Glenna Rhodes, St. Louis.
Dale Hesher by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lackey, 
Springfield.
Mildred Hilt by Darrell and Ruthie Meyers, 
Meadville; Maxine Carey, Beverly Atkins, Nancy 
Hoyt, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lindley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Vernon Reeter, Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Surber, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Dennis, Ruby Goddard, Robert 
and Charlotte Howe, Joyce Jacobs, Faye Posey, 
Linda Grundhoffer, Debbie Colton, Barbara 
Bonnett, Doris Breeden, Frances Crouch, 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Davis, Retha Emerich, Lois 
Epperson, Patty Frost, Jerry Broyles Family, 
Jean Griesbach, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Keith, 
Lois Koehly, Leman and Ruth Ann Marlay, 
Sandra McGinnis, Mary Lou McIrvin, Phyllis 
Peniston, Mr. and Mrs. Leland Reeter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Phil Scott, Sharon Still, Haynie and Ethelyn 
Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Don Underwood, 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 25,  Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis Savage, Connie Garber, Harden, 
Cummins, Moss & Miller, L.L.C., Chillicothe; 
Marlene Koechner, Blue Springs.
Stanley Hilt by Jerry Broyles Family, Chillicothe.
Teresa Hilt by Jerry Broyles Family, Chillicothe.
Eldon Hise by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Noel Hughes by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Carl Hunker by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chatlos, 
Liberty.
Helen Jackson by Diana Jackson, Overland Park, 
KS; Teresa Dennis, Meadville; Amy Corzette, 
Chillicothe.
Jerome Kurth by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Lee Lamar by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, Ozark.
Harold Leonard by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Donna McCarver by Jack and Carol Vickery, 
Ironton.
Earl Miller by Barbara Ward, Farmington.
Robert Moore by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, 
Ozark.
Jim and Bonnie Murphy by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Lackey, Springfield.
Raymond Neth by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Chatlos, Liberty.

Annabelle and Harmon 
Aubuchon celebrated 
their 70th Wedding 
Anniversary in April.

70 Y
E

A
R

SApril 14, 1946

Annabelle & Harmon

Larry N. Johnson
(1940-2016)

You may recall that our theme for our 
newsletters this year is “Aging with Dignity 
and Grace.” 

At the time of this writing, we are saying 
goodbye to retired Baptist Home President Larry Johnson. Larry 
came to The Home as a resident in March of this year to receive care 
as he fought a life-threatening illness. As I think about the difficulties 
that he faced, I am struck with how Larry lived out “aging with dignity 
and grace” better than most do, and I’m afraid, better than I ever 
could. 

Larry retired right before I came to work at The Baptist Home in 2006, 
after serving as president from 1997-2005. I remember those who 
spoke of Larry always held him in the highest regard.  Sadly, I never 
had the opportunity to know Larry well, but on the few occasions I 
did get to speak with him, I was always aware of one thing about him 
in particular. Larry was an excellent listener. He made you feel as if 
you were the only person in the room. 

Larry had a tremendous love and respect for the residents of The 
Home and had exceptional insight into the struggles that came 
with aging.  In my opinion, one of the best things he ever did was to 
write The Baptist Home’s Philosophy of Care. This writing beautifully 
illustrates the true nature of The Home’s ministry and provides a 
mooring for much of what we do. Larry understood that there was 
another level of ministry to the aging that too many times goes 
unnoticed. Larry used words like “dignity,” “respect,” “individuality” 
and “choices” as a way to advance care of the aging before it was 
mainstream to do so. One of his most profound statements was, “The 
Baptist Home is not a ‘medical center’ but is a ‘living center’ where we 
focus on the emotional issues of aging, which I have said many times are 
the most difficult issues, not just of growing old, but of all of life.”

I can only say that when it is my time to look death in the face, I hope 
that I can do it with as much courage, graciousness and compassion 
for my caregivers as Larry did. Throughout his illness, Larry’s main 
concern was not for himself, but primarily for his wife, Jane, and for 
those doing their best to care for him. Despite a brave fight, Larry lost 
his earthly battle on May 12, but ultimately won the victory. We are 
forever grateful for the contributions he made to this ministry and to 
all of the lives he touched along the way. 

In our next two issues of The Baptist Home Newsletter, we will pay 
a special tribute to Larry’s work by printing excerpts of The Baptist 
Home’s Philosophy of Care. We hope you will be as blessed by reading 
them as we have.   BLB

A TRIBUTE
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ARE YOUR PLANS UP-TO-DATE?
A current estate plan is vital to making sure your wishes 
are carried out and can help you leave a lasting personal 
legacy. While each person’s and family’s situation is 
different, there are some planning strategies that can help 
you provide for your heirs and leave your legacy. To assist 
you with making or updating your future plans, we can 
provide you with our FREE Planning Your Legacy wills guide. 
Many of our supporters have found this guide useful in 
helping them think through their goals. To obtain a copy, 
please contact 573-546-2709 or visit us on our website at 
www.tbhlegacy.org.

YOUR LOVED ONES NEED YOU, BUT WHAT 
WOULD THEY DO IF YOU WERE NOT THERE? 
With just a little planning you can have peace of mind 
knowing you have taken care of your family and secured  
their future. 

PROTECT 
YOUR LOVED ONES

 AND CREATE YOUR

LEGACY


