
• Members of First-Kearney and a crew from 
Miller Management who provided weekend 
grounds maintenance. This allowed the 
campus maintenance staff to focus on 
more critical issues like deep cleaning and 
ensuring a steady flow of PPE equipment to 
caregiving staff.  

• Advancement Officer Spencer Hutson and 
volunteers from MBC Disaster Relief who 
helped set up the isolation wing and move 
resident items from one room to another.

• Dr. Ken Parker, chairman of TBH Board and 
pastor of First-Kearney, for providing trained 
counselors to meet with staff on campus to 
offer spiritual and emotional support. 

• TBH Arcadia Valley staff who volunteered 
to work weekends and provide nursing 
weekend coverage. 

• TBH Chillicothe staff for working long hours 
and staying the course to provide needed 
care for our residents.

By the end of October, COVID-19 had impacted 
our Ozark and Arcadia Valley campuses as 
well. Thankfully, the overwhelming majority of 
residents and staff who have contracted this 
virus have had mild to moderate symptoms. We 
attribute this to a two-part strategy of covering 
our residents and staff in daily prayer combined 
with early implementation of infection control 
best practices. 

One might ask the question, “Why did God 
allow this to happen?” This is an age-old 
question which has been pondered by many 
Christ-followers. We may never have all the 
answers in this lifetime; however, what we do 
know is that God is faithful. 

Through this difficult season, we have learned 
a great deal about the virus which we can 
share with others. We have seen God provide 
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In the Face of a Pandemic 
outside visitors and limiting campus entrances. 
Staff screening was put into place on each 
campus and social distancing as recommended 
by the CDC was implemented to prevent virus 
transmission. 

On July 6, because our campuses were still 
COVID-19 free, we were able to allow our 
residents to have outside visits with family 
and friends.  As we entered the month of 
September, our campuses continued to be 
surrounded by increasing case numbers in each 
county. The Baptist Home campuses across the 
state were literally an island unto themselves 
and fears began to rise that eventually 
COVID-19 would affect our staff. 

On September 29, seven months since the 
first reports of COVID-19 began to hit our 
state, The Baptist Home received news of  its 
first confirmed positive case at our Chillicothe 
campus. While not unexpected given the 
rising case numbers in Livingston County, 
we were heartbroken. Our staff responded 
quickly by notifying county and state officials, 
implementing additional personal protective 
equipment (PPE) protocols, notifying families, 
and creating an isolation ward. As required, all 
staff and residents were tested weekly. 

Following the outbreak, an inspection by a 
DHSS Infection Control Specialist found the 
Chillicothe campus to be “deficiency free 
with no suggestions.”  While saddened that 
COVID-19 made its way on campus, we were 
relieved to know that we had done all we could 
to prevent infection.  Calls to pray went out over 
social media and were met with an outpouring 
of love and support.

When 100% of our nursing staff were out 
with COVID-19, our pleas for help were met 
with several offers of tangible assistance. In 
addition, a spirit of cooperation and partnership 
unfolded that touched the hearts of everyone 
on campus. We are especially thankful to the 
following:

• Retired President Steven Jones and member 
of First-Chillicothe for providing phone 
coverage and assisting with assembling 
medical equipment. 

• Current President Dr. Rodney Harrison 
for providing evening and night nursing 
coverage over long, weekend shifts. 

“And the Lord, He is the One who goes before 
you. He will be with you, He will not leave you 
nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.” 
-Deuteronomy 31:8

Moses spoke these words over Joshua before 
the nation of Israel prepared to enter the 
promised land. In this challenging season, The 
Baptist Home residents and staff have this 
scripture and countless others written upon 
their hearts as we face a new kind of enemy, 
COVID-19.

We first started hearing reports of this insidious 
virus in early January. The Baptist Home’s 
Corporate Office had been monitoring the 
COVID-19 situation since the first reports came 
out and took action in early March before the 
state issued its first stay-at-home order by 
recommending that all visitors and staff stay 
home if they were sick or experiencing flu-like 
symptoms. An updated sick leave policy was 
put into place to allow staff more flexibility to 
miss work in order to seek treatment. Campus 
administrators attended training on infection 
control best practices as recommended by 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the 
Department of Health and Senior Services 
(DHSS).

On March 16, further restrictive action was 
taken to limit as much face-to-face resident 
contact as possible by closing all campuses to 

Retired President Steven Jones and current 
President Rodney Harrison provided tangible 
support to The Baptist Home-Chillicothe 
campus during the COVID-19 outbreak. Steven 
graciously volunteered to field phone calls 
to allow staff to care for residents while Dr. 
Harrison, who is also a registered nurse, filled-in 
to relieve staff and provide nursing coverage.

continued on next page

"The fact that The Baptist Home 
experienced no COVID-19 cases for 
seven months is nothing short of a 
miracle. We are committed to remaining 
vigilant in our efforts to keep our 
residents and staff safe from infection." 
  - R. Harrison, President
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Christmas is a special time of year for the Harrison family. Christmas decorations adorn every room of our log home. 
The decorations in my home office include many Christmas ornaments from my childhood. My mother, in her infinite 
wisdom, scribed the year of acquisition on most of these keepsakes. One of the earliest is a Peanuts® themed ornament 
from 1964. In those days, when "A Charlie Brown Christmas" came on television, every child knew Christmas was 
just around the corner. From 1966 is a train ornament. That is the year my brother and I received a Lionel train set for 
Christmas. Moving into early 1970s, my interests turned to fishing and hunting and the ornaments reflect those interests. 

My favorite Christmas decoration is our nativity scene that was handed down from my parents. It was purchased the 
year I became a Christian. That nativity has served as a symbol of the true meaning of the season for over 50 years. 
Christmas is about God coming to earth to take upon Himself our sin. God becoming sin for us is the greatest gift of all 
time. His gift will never be found under a tree, but rather, was nailed to a tree. 

In our home, we have a Chrismon tree decorated with ornaments that symbolize Christ and the Gospel. Chrismon is 
a combination of the words Christ and monogram. A Chrismon tree is one with a single theme—the Gospel of Christ. 
Decorations on our tree include the lamb (John 1:29 and 1 Corinthians 5:7), the star (Matthew 2:1-4), the crown of thorns 
(John 19:2), and the cross (Luke 23: 26-43). The beauty of the tree and its ornaments are in stark contrast to the blood 
and suffering of Christ. And yet, that is the beauty of Christmas. Christ came to pay the death penalty of our sin. As Isaiah 
reminds us, God traded beauty for the ashes of our life (Isaiah 61:3).

Have you received the greatest gift ever given? The Bible says “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). Unlike Christmas, the gift of God is not limited to a season or a 
symbol. His gift will never be lost nor broken and is free to all who will receive (Romans 6:23). 

      Praying each of you have a blessed and joyous Christmas,

      Rodney & Julie Harrison 

A Christmas Blessing From Our Home To Yours

countless resources and comfort through His people, the church, 
and the local community. We continue to hold fast to God’s 
promise in Isaiah 49, “Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And 
break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted 
His people, And will have mercy on His afflicted.”

Many have asked what they can do to help. Here are a few ways:

• Pray for healing for those who are sick.

• Pray for comfort and peace for both resident and staff families.

• Pray for strength for our caregivers.

• Pray for wisdom for our leadership team.

• Pray for continued protection of our campuses.

• Pray about ways you could provide financial support to help 
cover increasing COVID-19 expenses.

Baptist Home President Dr. Rodney Harrison shared, “In the 
midst of this storm, I weep as Jesus wept for those who have 
passed and for those who are suffering. At the same time, I am 
voicing Paul’s declaration, …in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us (Romans 8:37). The fact that 
The Baptist Home experienced no COVID-19 cases for seven 
months is nothing short of a miracle. We are committed to 
remaining vigilant in our efforts to keep our residents and staff 
safe from infection.”

To keep up-to-date on our COVID case numbers, please visit our 
website, www.thebaptisthome.org/covid-19-our-response. To 
learn more about what we have learned about COVID-19 from an 
administrator’s perspective, see page 15 of this newsletter. BLB

Pandemic (continued)
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 YES! I(we) would like to help those elderly who can no longer afford the cost of their care. Please 
direct my gift to:   Arcadia Valley         Chillicothe          Ozark             All Three

 $1,000  $500  $250         $100   $50   $________

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________   State:__________   Zip:______________ 

Phone:____________________________  Email:___________________________________________

The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650
866.454.2709
desk@thebaptisthome.org
www.thebaptisthome.org

I would prefer my gift to help:   COVID-19 Expenses    Ashland Capital Campaign

   In memory of_________________________

   In honor of ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:  
The Baptist Home, PO Box 87, Ironton, MO  63650 

Online donations can be made at www.thebaptisthome.org/donate

Please charge $_________ to my:    Mastercard    Visa   

  Discover     Amex.   Expiration Date:_____________ 

Credit Card Number _____________________________

Cardholder’s Signature ___________________________

Have you considered The Baptist Home as a sanctity of life ministry? That conviction is at the heart of our aim of making Christlike ministry 
the standard of care for the aging. Although 2020 may go down in the history of The Baptist Home as one of the most significant and 
demanding years, challenging moments are nothing new to this 107-year old ministry. From the earliest days when Dr. Milford Riggs would 
take a wagon to the train station praying that donated food supplies would arrive to become the meals for that day, to those difficult times 
during The Great Depression when The Home went through bankruptcy, and now, during the COVID-19 pandemic, The Baptist Home has 
faced significant challenges. In each of these moments, The Baptist Home was known for its steadfast resolve and convictional confidence 
that this ministry was making a positive difference. Today is no different. Despite some of the greatest challenges facing those who care for 
the aging, The Baptist Home joyfully serves every resident whom God has entrusted to our care with compassion and innovation.

Imagine being in your late 80s or 90s, isolated from family and friends and being served by caregivers wearing masks, gowns, and gloves. 
Imagine hearing on the 24-hour news that people over 60, who live in places like where you live, are especially susceptible to illness and 
death from a new virus. Serving our residents under these circumstances has been challenging, to say the least. At the same time, it has 
been our joy. Former President Larry Johnson was fond of saying, “The Baptist Home is not a medical center, but a living center.” Our job 
is much more than just meeting physical needs – our job is to walk with and serve the aging as they continue their long journey of faith. 
We have witnessed caregivers serve long hours in difficult situations despite a very real threat to their own health and do so with a loving 
compassion that can only come from the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Just as this has been a time for unmeasured compassion, it has also been a time of innovation and creativity among our staff who 
genuinely love the residents they serve. We are not made to be isolated, to live six feet apart, and not be able to shake hands or hug 
a loved one. This pandemic has been as much a threat to our emotional well-being as it has to our physical health. Since March, The 
Home has learned how to connect our residents and their loved ones using a variety of social media platforms. We have learned how to 
connect people in unconventional ways, including window visits and playing tic-tac-toe on room windows and outdoor visits with sheets 
of plexiglass separating loved ones. Even drive-through parades are standard fare these days. Just as God has infused our work with 
compassion, He has equipped us with a variety of innovative ideas to enable our residents to continue life’s journey of faith.

While many ministries have seen a substantial decline in financial support during the pandemic, your faithfulness has sustained and 
blessed our work. To date, we are at 96% of our 2019 giving. For that we can only say, “To God be the glory.” As we close this tumultuous 
year, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you might continue supporting The Baptist Home with a year-end gift. While our giving has 
been strong, expenses related to COVID-19 and benevolent care have been substantial. We are asking for your support today to allow us 
the ability to continue providing compassionate, Christlike care for those God has created in His image.

“He will strengthen you to the end...God is faithful; you 
were called by him into fellowship with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:8-9

Sincerely,

Rodney Harrison, President

We Are CalledWe Are Called
To Care. To Serve. To Lead.

We Are Called

NL 12.20
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 Since her death, I have experienced a lot of heavy-
duty emotions. My biggest regret is that I did not 
spend more time and energy showing my mom 
how much she meant to me. Did she really know 
the impact she made on me?  If I could go back and 
live the last few years over, I would try to do things 
differently. I imagine that I could have done a better 
job of demonstrating my love and respect for my 
mother.    

Consider what Paul wrote in Romans chapter 12:9. 
“Love must be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling 
to what is good. 10 Show family affection to one 
another with brotherly love. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 11 Do not lack diligence; be fervent 
in spirit…”

So, put God’s word into practice and find practical 
ways to honor your loved one. If your mother, father, 
or grandparent is alive, then take time out of your day 
to let them know how much they mean to you. Call 
them, write them and if possible, go see them. Please, 
do not put off until tomorrow what you should do 
today. Where are your priorities? I have never known 
anyone saying in the last hours of their life, “I wish I 
had spent more time at work!”  Is there unfinished 
business between you and a loved one? Perhaps hurt 
feelings and resentment have caused a rift that can 
still be healed. 

Decide today what things you have left undone and 
start within your own family. Pray as you consider this 
and ask God to reveal what you can do in the next 
few days and weeks to honor, love, and cherish those 
who mean the most to you. You will not regret it!

“Don't put off 
until tomorrow 
what you can 
do today.”

Those words 
are attributed 
to Benjamin 
Franklin, one 
of our notable 
founding 
fathers. Franklin 
was full of 
popular wisdom 
and sage advice, 
but I would 
change his 
“proverb” in the 

following fashion: Don’t put off until tomorrow 
what you SHOULD do today.

We are all given a finite amount of time and 
resources in this world. It does not matter how 
famous, how smart, or how rich you are. There 
are only 24 hours in each day, and we get to 
choose how to spend them, and what our 
priorities are. What brings this into focus is that 
about two months ago, my mother passed away. 
She would have been 82 years old in December. I 
cherish my memories of her and all the ways she 
touched my life. She raised four very different 
children and outlived two husbands whom 
she loved and cared for in a very selfless and 
sacrificial manner. 

TAKE CARE OF UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BY JIM WILLS, CAMPUS PASTOR

Jim Wills (far right) with his 
family, Christmas 1965.

Carroll Jennings sang a few songs 
to entertain the crowd.

Frances Nicholson 
shared a special poem. 

Ruth Ann Short greeted 
attendees and ensured 
all hands were sanitized. 

Martha Barker opened 
the program with a 
comedy routine. Sulley from Monsters Inc. made an 

appearance at the show.

VARIETY
SHOW

44          The Baptist HomeThe Baptist Home  | www.thebaptisthome.org| www.thebaptisthome.org



IRONTON, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | ARCADIA VALLEY

Special thanks to our Corporate Sponsors! 

Mineral Area College with 
Team Captain Kevin Thurman

$8,659.31 was raised for the residents 
of the Arcadia Valley Campus!

Thank you also to our: 
Hole-in-One Sponsor:

13th
Annual Arcadia 
Valley Charity 
Golf Tournament 

Presenting Sponsor: Beverage cart sponsor: 
Safe Harbor Hospice

Golf Cart & Prize Sponsor: 
Parkland Health Center

Food Sponsor:
Kohl Wholesale

1st
A Flight

hello halloween

Ed Goodwin enjoyed a visit from this crazy 
crew.

Staffers Melinda Stevens, Macey Usher, Debbie 
Boswell, and Tiffany Sletten entertained 
residents with their farm animal parade.

Housekeeping Supervisor Tina Kennedy 
posed with Eloise Jennings. 

Angela Hisserich was 
delighted by a visit from 
these farm critters.

Eugene Fisher said, “You never know 
who will be at your door!”

Harry Wingerter was surprised to 
have a visit from Debbie the chicken.

Wanda Purvis said this was not 
a “baaad” idea at all!
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Residents enjoyed finding their way through the corn maze. Phil Corpening caught Ernie 
at the scavenger hunt.

Staffer Wilma Norvell and Virgie Dodd 
worked together on this pumpkin 
design.

Susie Tucker said, “After a while, 
fall kind of grows on you.”

Frances Turley and staffer Laura Tiefenauer 
teamed-up to make this beautifully 
decorated pumpkin.

Happy Fall Happy Fall 
Y'allY'all

Pat Blick enjoyed 
a peanut butter 
cookie.

Bill Lumbley 
proudly displayed 
his cookie art.

Joyce Corpening chose 
caramel topping for her ice 
cream.

Jo Pace made peanut 
butter cookies.

Raymond Giles 
enjoyed a cookie 
and a drink.

Activities Director Debbie Boswell 
assisted Chris Fritschle with his painting.

Ramona Harpending focused 
intently on every detail. 

Mary Bolton proudly 
displayed her fall scene.

Avid painter 
Eloise Jennings 

demonstrated some 
painting techniques to 

Virginia White. 

Elba Womack enjoyed 
the painting and her 
finished project.
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gAutumn is the 
Sweetest Season
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BIRTHDAYS
Jan  8  Bubbles Goodwin, Scottsville Baptist,   
 Scottsville, VA
Jan  9  Homer Hughes, First Baptist, Ironton
Jan  15  Norma Jones, First Baptist, Ironton
Jan  17 James Vickery, First Baptist, Ironton
Jan 18 Nancy Senter, First Baptist, Ferguson
Jan  22  Harry Wingerter, First Baptist, Farmington
Jan  27  Wanda Purvis, Patterson Baptist
Feb  1 Susie Tucker, First Baptist, Arnold
Feb 2  Gladys Wilkerson, First Baptist, Ironton
Feb  2  Elba Womack, Parkade Baptist, Columbia
Feb  10  Geraldine Pace, First Baptist, Arnold
Feb  14  Deanna Campbell, Stouts Creek Baptist,  
 Ironton
Feb  16  Roy Mason, First Baptist, Wright City
Feb  20  Donna Haus, First Baptist, Farmington
Feb  21  Patricia Blick, Windsor Baptist, Imperial
Feb  21  Curtis Martin, First Baptist, Hillsboro
Feb  24  Jeannine Ferguson, Tower Grove Baptist,  
 St. Louis
Feb  27 Elaine Huett, Grace Baptist, Dunnellon, FL
Mar  3  Ira Meadows, Bayless Baptist, St. Louis
Mar  6  Vernell Williams, First Baptist, 
 Jefferson City
Mar  23  Chris Fritschle, First Baptist, Farmington
Mar  23  Eloise Jennings, Poplar Bluff Baptist,   
 Poplar Bluff
Mar  26  Virginia White, Memorial Methodist,   
 Farmington
Mar  29  Ramona Harpending, Tower Grove   
 Baptist, St. Louis
Mar  31  Norma Fisher, First Southern Baptist, Troy

ANNIVERSARIES 
Mar  25 Ed and Bubbles Goodwin, Scottsville   
 Baptist, Scottsville, VA

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Aug  20  Mary Robertson, Dardenne Baptist, O’Fallon
Sep  1  Timmy Alcorn, First Baptist, Leadwood
Sep  3  Charles Davis, Windsor Baptist, Imperial
Oct  19  Glady Brown, Tower Grove Baptist, St.   
 Louis

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT THE FACILITY
Aug  18  John Carroll, First Baptist, Fairview   
 Heights, IL
Oct  30  Marilyn Sletten, First Baptist, Ironton

f Facebook: www.facebook.com/thebaptisthome

YouTube: www.youtube.com/thebaptisthome1

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/thebaptisthome1913

Immediate Needs: Kleenex; White Towels(Large); Clothing 
Protectors
Washcloths (colored); Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; 
Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Flower Arranging 
Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts 
(white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes and combs; small mist 
bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; Long 
straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt 
(half or more yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family 
friendly); Hearing Aid Batteries size 13 and 312; Adult Coloring 
Books; Body Wash; Hair Pics;  Standard watch batteries, size 
377; Scrapbook paper and picture frames (all sizes); Small 
Bingo Prizes @ $1.00. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to 

“no visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 

dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs

Welcome New Residents!

(IL) = Independent Living

Vernon Long 
Free Will Baptist, 
Leadington
August 21

Philip Corpening 
First, Crestwood (IL)
August 19

Joyce Corpening 
First, Crestwood
August 19

Nancy Senter 
First, Ferguson
September 17

Lena Patterson 
Kirkwood Baptist
October 7

Instagram: www.instagram.com/thebaptisthome1913
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FOCUS ON THE FEELINGS, NOT THE FACTS

Sally is angry…boy, howdy, is Sally angry!!  She calls 
her daughter at midnight and screams, “GET ME 
OUT OF THIS PLACE!  IF IT TAKES EVERY DIME I OWN, 
I’M GOING TO SUE THEM FOR STEALING MY EYE 
DROPS!!!”   Well, you can imagine what happened the 
next morning:  I get a phone call from the distraught 
daughter who wants only to appease (fix) her mother 
(as well as get some much-needed sleep).  

The initial reaction is to talk to Sally about her eye 
drops…explain that no one has stolen them, but that 
nursing has them and will be administering them at 
the appropriate time.  The trouble is, the EYE DROPS 
are not the problem, so taking what seems to be a 
reasonable, rational approach will not work.  In fact, 
that approach only fuels Sally’s anger.  You see, the 
eye drops are only a symptom of the problem. 

 What is the ACTUAL problem?  Sally is small but 
mighty.  She has always been in control, and all of a 
sudden, her life feels out of control.  Although, in the 
entire scheme of things, eye drops seem insignificant, 
they have become a major component of Sally’s 
feeling of lack of control (like the straw that broke 
the camel’s back).  In a matter of months, she had to 
leave her home, her husband died, and she became 
dependent upon others for her care….”AND I CAN’T 
EVEN KEEP MY OWN *#$@%*%# EYE DROPS THAT I 
PAID FOR!!!!!”

Instead of focusing on the eye drops, a better 
approach is to focus on her feelings of loss – loss 
of her spouse, her home, her independence… her 
CONTROL.  When her feelings were acknowledged 
and validated, Sally’s demeanor changed.  She wept 
over her losses (which is normal and appropriate).  
She talked about how difficult life has become as she 
is trying to cope with all the changes that she has 
recently experienced.

Make no mistake, Sally will be angry again.  But 
focusing on her feelings, rather than the facts 
will make for an easier and more meaningful 
conversation.

Remember, it is not our job to FIX them….it is our job 
to LOVE them.

Sherri Snider, M.S.W., currently 
serves as the campus administrator 
at The Baptist Home-Arcadia 
Valley campus in Ironton. She is a 
37-year employee of The Home, 
26 of those as administrator. She 
has been a Certified Validation 
Therapist for 31 years. She has led 
training in local churches, for public 

agencies and for other long-term care providers. She has 
also traveled abroad to teach Validation Therapy techniques 
in Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Moldova. 

The Baptist Home
We have a new podcast!  

Based on Psalm 71, Biblical Perspectives on Aging features one-on-one conversations with Christian aging 
experts from The Baptist Home and other industry leaders who fearlessly apply biblical truths to aging issues.

Topics include:
• Sanctity of Life
• First Amendment rights
• Validation Therapy and      

Dementia care

Hosted by Dr. Andy Braams, pastor, 
adjunct professor at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and host of 
Christian Educator Weekly podcast.

(866)454-2709

Check us out on iTunes, iHeartRadio, and Google Play, 
or on our landing page, www.biblicalperspectives.org.

• Aging and Ethics
• Eugenics and Ageism
• End-of-life issues

Listen to industry leaders like:
Dr. Ben Mitchell, Graves Professor of Moral Philosophy at Union
University (retired) and author of Ethics and Moral Reasoning
Dr. Alan Branch, Professor of Christian Ethics at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary
Sherri Snider, M.S.W., Administrator at The Baptist Home and Certified 
Validation Therapy Instructor
Dr. Ron Mackey, Vice President of Community Engagement at The 
Baptist Home
Tom Turner, President of South Carolina Baptist Ministries for Aging
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Friends of the Home

Dr. Ron Mackey is the Vice 
President of Community 

Engagement for The Baptist 
Home. He oversees all external 
functions of The Home related 

to fundraising, communications, 
community relations, and 

pastoral care.

Trying to adequately describe the impact of 2020 and 
the COVID-19 pandemic on The Baptist Home has my 
handy online thesaurus in constant crash mode! I think I 
have used every adjective and adverb known to man to 
describe the challenge and impact of this year. So, I will 
not try to describe all The Home has been through and is 
still going through over this year. In some ways, this year 
cannot end fast enough.

Our residents are emotionally spent as they have been 
quarantined from their loved ones for too long. Living 
without the touch of a loved one, without the hug of a 
great-grandchild, and trying to understand the muffled 
voice of a child has had a lasting impact on our folks. Our 
staff have been stretched to the breaking point physically 
and emotionally as they work longer hours shrouded 
in Personal Protection Equipment which is terribly 
uncomfortable and emotionally isolating. In some ways, 
this year cannot end fast enough.

And yet – this year has been good. Strange words to read 
I am sure, even more so to write. But the truth is, this has 
been a good year. For example, we have had 208 new 
donors this year. Through November 4, 2020, your gifts 
to The Home have exceeded 2019 by 6.85%. We have 
received an estate gift which will be used to pay for a 
much-needed remodeling of the assisted living wing at 
our Chillicothe campus. Even though our campuses have 
been closed to visitors, you have found ways to connect 
to our residents. At our Ozark campus, Activities Director 
Amanda Keltner decided to have a Trick-or-Treat Trail, aka 
Halloween parade – an opportunity for guests to come, 
walk around our campus, share a social distanced hello 
with our residents, and receive some candy. When all the 
plans were finished, the hope was that a few folks might 
participate. The event went over so well, they had to go 
purchase more candy for all those who attended. And of 
greatest eternal value, Chillicothe campus resident Rev. 

Clinton Taylor and Campus Pastor Steven Moseley had 
the opportunity to lead two young ladies to the Lord! (see 
story on pg. 10)

So, it is not pollyannish to proclaim this year as good! 
Romans 8:28 reminds us, “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” Not everything that 
has occurred on the campuses of The Baptist Home has 
been ‘good’ in 2020. COVID-19 outbreaks and deaths are 
not good, but God has been at work “in all things… for the 
good of those who love Him.” In the midst of fear, isolation, 
confusion, heartbreak, and enormous stress, God has 
been with us, holding up weary employees, encouraging 
worried families, strengthening the faith of our residents.

As we look towards the closing of this year and the 
eventual end of this pandemic, we ask you to do the most 
important thing you could ever do for The Home – as you 
have, please continue to pray for our ministry. Pray for the 
health of our residents, pray for the emotional, physical, 
and spiritual health of our staff, pray for our residents’ 
families as they have been kept from their loved ones 
for too long. Whenever the Spirit calls The Baptist Home 
to your mind, please pray for us. Your prayers have been 
a sustaining strength and source of protection over our 
ministry. Your prayers have “availed much” and has made a 
difficult year, indeed, a good year.

AND YET...

The Baptist Home gave a report and visited with messengers during the MBC Annual Meeting held October 26-27 at the St. Charles 
Convention Center. TBH Staff were able to share about the exciting work of The Baptist Home ministry as well as provide campus 
updates. In addition, guests were invited to sign “Prayer Cards” for each campus as a way to provide notes of encouragement and 
support to our residents and staff. Each signed card will be framed and hung at one of the four campus locations.

MISSOURI BAPTIST CONVENTION ANNUAL MEETING

One of the signed prayer cards.Nick Davis and Derek Tamm visited with 
a participant.

Rodney Harrison delivered the TBH 
Report to messengers.
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One of the most often asked questions by residents at 
The Baptist Home is “Why am I still here?”  There are many 
ways to answer that question, but many times it leaves the 
resident feeling unsatisfied.  However, one of the answers 
often given is, “God still has something left for you to do.”
That was very evident recently with a former pastor and 
Chillicothe resident, Clinton Taylor.  Clinton came to me 
asking for some help.  He explained that he had been 
working with some of the new physical therapists, and they 
had struck up a conversation about the Bible.  He learned 
that one of the young ladies grew up in two different 
religions and did not agree with either of them.  She 
confessed that her young children were asking questions 
about the Bible, and she felt inadequate to answer them 
intelligently.  
Clinton shared his testimony and his experiences as a 
pastor and shared John 3:16, but couldn’t remember all the 
verses of the Roman Road.  Clinton asked if I could talk with 
these two young ladies.  I was glad to help.  Meanwhile, the 

A Witness for Christ: The Why of “Why Am I Still Here?” 
by Steve Moseley, Campus Pastor

therapist came to me and asked me if Clinton had told me 
about their conversation.  I answered that he had, so we set a 
time to finish the conversation.
Later that afternoon, Clinton, two therapists, and myself 
met in the therapy room.  I explained how much I respected 
Clinton and all his years of ministry.  I told how some of his 
health challenges could one day be my health challenges.  
Clinton once again shared his testimony about accepting 
Christ as his Savior at a Sunday church service.  It was 
something he just felt compelled he had to do, despite the 
chores he was responsible for on the family farm.
I began to share the verses of the Roman Road of Salvation 
and when I finished asked if I could lead in a prayer of 
salvation.  After the prayer, there were many tears.  The two 
young ladies were changed with the power of the gospel.
We know that it is the Holy Spirit who convicts us of our sin.  
We know that the power of Christ brings salvation to the lost.  
But, we also know that God uses people to be witnesses to 
the seeker.  God wants to use us to shine the light on darkness 
to lead others to the light of Jesus.
Clinton Taylor has witnessed to countless people in his years 
of life and ministry, but perhaps none as satisfying as this 
recent encounter.  Clinton responded to the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit and boldly shared his faith with one who lacked 
faith.  And that has made all the difference.
As campus pastor, I am tasked with ministering to residents, 
staff, and their families.  This time it was expanded to guests, 
volunteers, and extended healthcare professionals.  I am 
thankful to Clinton Taylor for continuing to be a role model 
to me as I am learning from him far more often than he 
knows.  Clinton, thank you for being a hero to many here at 
The Baptist Home.  Why are you still here?  Here are two big 
reasons.  We thank you for keeping your heart open to listen 
and respond when the Holy Spirit moves. 

Clinton Taylor wearing Pastor Steve’s favorite 
shirt.

DOG DAYS

Rowena made a new friend.

Calvary Baptist Pastor Jon Davis and members of his church 
came to pray for our residents and make them smile with a 
pet parade.

Betty Phillips could not 
stop smiling.

Mary Belle Tedder loved 
her furry visitor.
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CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Betty Beaird enjoyed a 
window visit from her 
great-granddaughter.

Nancy McKerlie enjoyed 
a visit with her niece via 
FaceTime. 

Dorothy Lindley received 
a special visit from her 
great-grandson.

Rowena talked with her brother on 
the West Coast.

Wandalea Sconce enjoyed a 
video chat with her daughter.

Don Cassada enjoyed a staff costume parade.
Emma Gardner greeted a new guest. This baby doll 
looked so real we had to look twice!

Phyllis Roberts made a “scary 
good” pumpkin.

Kathryn Gooch met one of our “rockstar” staff. Don and Ethel Thompson waited patiently for the 
parade to pass outside their door.

Kathryn Gooch received a 
beautiful fall bouquet. 

Helen Wilkinson made 
more than just one 
pumpkin.

Margaret Marshall 
enjoyed the results of her 
fall craft project.

Nancy McKerlie proudly 
displayed her finished 
product.

Marjorie Lawson worked hard 
on her apple painting.

Norma Toot was 
delighted to see 
pictures of her great-
great-grandson, Knox.

Special Visits

Fall is Upon usFall is Upon us

Fall Fun
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11th

Betty Beaird enjoyed this sweet 
birthday surprise!

Mildred Kaye flashed a sweet smile.
Charge Nurse Jessie Lee demonstrated 
what a sugar rush looked like.

Dorothy Lindley had a sweet new hair-
do and a smile to go with it!

Wandalea Sconce enjoyed her ice 
cream.

Lovie is willing to share her ice cream.

Miriam Stelplugh enjoyed her ice 
cream, too.

Twila Bennett appreciated her sweet, 
new-do!

Opal Griffin was excited to share her 
birthday cookie.

Sweet Treats

Judy Mora had a snickerdoodle 
caramel apple dessert.
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CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Campus Needs
Postage Stamps; Hand Sanitizer – (Large refill bottles); Clorox Wipes/
Lysol Wipes; Kleenex; Denture Tabs; Body Wash; Baby Oil; Washcloths; 
Bath Towels; Body Spray; Lotions; Bingo Prizes and Birthday Gifts @ 
$1.00 each; Fitted Flannel Sheets (extra long twin size); Fitted Cotton 
Sheets (extra long twin size); International Coffee – Regular & Sugar 
Free; Disposable Eyeglass Wipes; Tissue Paper for Gifts.

Capital Needs: Cash donations can also be given for capital needs 
such as: upgrades to nurse monitoring call system; window repairs 
for independent living; new range hood, lighting and ceiling tiles 

for kitchen. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to “no 

visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact Angie Hamilton, 

ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org • (660) 646-6219

  
    

BIRTHDAYS
Jan  2 LaVerna Williams, Mt. Zion Baptist, Chillicothe
Jan  4  Mina Sparks, Lee’s Summit Christian, 
 Lee’s Summit
Jan  7  Lovie, First Baptist, Trenton
Jan  10  Jean Griesbach, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Jan  10  Miriam Stelplugh, First Baptist, Meadville
Feb 7 Mary Jones, Connection Point, Raytown
Feb  9  Twila Bennett, Immanuel Baptist, Independence
Mar  7  Dorothy Lindley, First Christian, Chillicothe
Mar  15  Velma Anderson, Olive Branch Baptist,  
 Chillicothe
Mar  16  Don Cassada, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Mar  18  Margaret Marshall, Berean Baptist, Waynesville
Mar  18  Gene Wood, United Methodist, Chillicothe
Mar  25  William Smith, Cornerstone Baptist,   
 Chillicothe
Mar  28  Mary Belle Tedder, First Baptist, Chillicothe

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Sep 6 Geraldine Pratt, First Baptist, Harrisonville
Sep 25 Gladys Stanley, Mendon United Methodist
Sep 30 Sadie Penniston, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct 1 Donald Smith, Calvary Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct 8 Stella York, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct 13 Clovetta Roberts, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct 13 Loretta Fanning, First Baptist, Milan
Oct 17 Vivian Leeper, Shelburne Baptist, Trenton
Oct 19 Warren “Wayne” Wade, First Baptist,   
 Chillicothe
Oct 19 Patricia Ricket, Immaculate Conception,  
 Brookfield
Oct 21 Selma Milum, First Baptist, Lee’s Summit
Oct 26 Ramah Corzette, Dawn
Oct 30 Leman Marlay, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct 31  Eupha Webb, First Baptist, Slater
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Welcome New Residents!

Ethel Thompson 
Highview, Chillicothe
August 13

Donald Thompson 
Highview, Chillicothe
August 13

Edwin Corzette 
Methodist, Dawn
August 18

Mary Jones 
Connection Point, 
Raytown
September 8

Special thank you to our Corporate Sponsor!

The Force with Team Captain Darrel 
Rinehart

1st
A Flight

Despite golf course restrictions on the 
number of teams we could enter in this 

year’s tournament, we were able to raise 
$1,964 for the benefit of our residents on the 

Chillicothe campus.

11th
Annual Chillicothe Charity 
Golf Tournament 
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Since the arrival of COVID-19 in America, there 
is a growing feeling of life’s uncertainty. The 
pandemic has reorganized and rearranged our 
worlds in ways never expected or imagined. In 
some ways, it has caused individuals and families 
to simplify their lives and the results have brought 
deeper meaning and purpose. But overall, the 
pandemic has brought an uncomfortable feeling 
of insecurity and doubt. 

Mortality is at the front of many people's minds. 
What happens if I get sick or die? Who will oversee 
my medical care and finances if I become ill and/
or incapacitated? If I should die, what plans 
are needed to care for family, friends, and the 
important ministries in my life?

There are five essential estate planning 
documents to have in place during the pandemic 
and beyond. 

1. Power of Attorney: A power of attorney is a 
legal document that gives an agent the authority 
to carry on a person's financial affairs and protect 
their property by acting on their behalf if a 
person is incapacitated. The power of attorney 
gives the agent the ability to pay bills, write 
checks, make deposits, sell or purchase assets 
and sign tax returns. An agent is an adult that 
you trust to be honest, exhibit common sense 
and act responsibly. It is also good to have an 
alternate named in the event the primary agent is 
unavailable.

2. Power of Attorney for Health Care: Similar 
to the power of attorney for finances, this legal 
document authorizes an agent to make health-
care decisions on a person's behalf if he/she 
becomes incapacitated or incompetent. Without a 
health-care directive, a person's family will have to 
request the probate court to appoint a guardian 
to make these important decisions. This can be 
a time-consuming and costly process especially 
during a pandemic.

3. Will and/or Trust: A will is a public document 
that directs the distribution of your assets after 
death. It can also appoint guardians for minor 
or special needs children. Almost everyone has 
assets to transfer after death. Without a will, there 
are few options to pass these assets. This leaves 
family or close friends or ministries without your 
support. If you die without a will, your state's laws 
decide who gets your assets and other property. 
Another strategy to consider is called a trust. 
The advantage of a living trust over a will is that 
property left through a trust does not have to 
go through probate court after one's death. This 
saves family time and money. Assets may flow to 
your heirs and ministries as you have outlined in 
the trust documents. But, even if you have a trust, 
a person should also make a will as well.

4. Living Will: A living will is sometimes called 
an advance care directive. It outlines the kind of 
medical care you want if you are terminally ill. For 
example, if you don't want to be kept alive on life-
support systems, such as a respirator or feeding 
tube, you can make that known. There are various 
levels that you can choose in this matter. You can 
also include instructions for organ donation. 

5. HIPAA Authorization: The federal Health 
Insurance Affordability and Accountability Act 
set privacy rules for patient records. A release 
document for records is generally executed along 
with estate planning documents which allows 
spouses, children, other close relatives and/or 
trusted friends to communicate with doctors 
and nurses and find out how one is doing if 
hospitalized.

If you have already made these plans, 
congratulations! If you have made these plans, 
when was the last time you reviewed them? If it has 
been several years, do they still accomplish what 
you want or need when you first made the plans? A 
lot of things can change in life such as the people 
in your life, assets that you have earned, and federal 
and state laws. Do your current plans reflect the 
proper people in your life? Do your plans cover an 
accurate view of the assets owned? Do current laws 
best fit what you want to accomplish with your 
estate plans?

It is good to have proper consultation in this 
process. An attorney that prioritizes in estate 
planning and elder law can be the best help. Not 
all attorneys practice estate planning and elder law 
on a consistent basis. There are also estate planning 
professionals that have the skills to assist people in 
making plans that fit. The Baptist Home has people 
with this expertise. The Missouri Baptist Foundation 
can also be a reliable ally in this process. 

In these uncertain times, you can make plans 
that bring a greater sense of certainty and peace. 
For those looking for confidential, professional 
consultation regarding estate planning matters, 
please contact The Baptist Home.

Nick Davis serves as the 
Advancement Officer for Eastern 
Missouri. He has over 12 years 
of experience in estate planning 
and philanthropy expertise. Nick 
is also assisting with the We Are 
Called capital campaign for the 
Ashland campus. You can reach 
Nick at (573) 822-4319 or by email, 
ndavis@thebaptisthome.org.

PLANS FOR UNCERTAIN TIMES AMIDST A PANDEMIC
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As an 
administrator 
in healthcare, 
I can tell you 
many stories 
where God was 
faithful to carry 
me or deliver 
me through 
challenging 
times. This recent 
exposure to 
COVID in our 
facility would 
prove to be no 
different…

The Baptist 
Home in Ozark was able to keep the virus out for many 
months but was exposed in October 2020.  As we 
listened to stories of all the facilities in our area being 
significantly impacted, we tried to learn and prepare. 
Screening of all staff before entering the facility 
by asking questions and taking temperatures was 
initiated in March 2020.  We started ongoing random 
testing of staff in June thinking this would help us 
identify asymptomatic staff, but this still did not prove 
effective enough.  Why?

 The answer to this question, along with others, would 
be granted as we went through the process of battling 
COVID in our home.  Here is what I have learned:

Many people are infectious without being sick.  As 
residents and staff tested positive with COVID, the 
Director of Nursing and I would notify staff of the 
test results. Several people were shocked to hear that 
they had tested positive.  The fact is that there are 
many symptoms of COVID, or you may not have any 
symptoms at all. 

COVID has many symptoms. The most common 
symptoms of COVID are fever, cough, and shortness 
of breath.  Less common symptoms noted were 
headache, fatigue, stomach upset, diarrhea, loss 
of taste or smell, rashes and more. The truth is you 
can have one symptom, multiple symptoms, or no 
symptoms.  I was charged with the task of reporting 
each case to the local health department and the 
Department of Health and Senior Services.  Upon 
asking staff if they had any symptoms, I would get 
responses like, “I had one loose stool on Saturday, but 
I thought it was because I had Mexican food.“ Another 

comment was, “Well, I have been tired lately, but I am 
always tired.“  Frequently the response was, “I have 
had a stuffy nose, but thought it was my allergies.”

COVID affects everyone differently. As you can tell 
by the symptoms, some were so mild that people did 
not know they had the virus. Others were affected 
more severely.  It was shocking to see that age did 
not matter as much as underlying health conditions.  
What I will say is that COVID is like a roller coaster 
ride for two to three weeks. You have highs and lows,  
good days and bad days with the virus.  Some would 
start out with mild symptoms but would suddenly 
turn worse.  Because of this, the doctors asked for 
updates every four hours on several of the residents. 

Mortality rates were less than the media forecast.  
COVID can cause loss of life.  However, doctors have 
learned what treatments work best, so it is not 
automatic.  We are grateful to the physicians that 
service our facility and local hospitals. 

Testing is a false sense of security.  Because of 
the long incubation period, test results that are 
negative can give you a false sense of security.  As we 
did ongoing facility testing, we moved all positive 
residents to a designated COVID unit.  The first round 
of testing resulted in 17 positive residents, but within 
2 weeks, we had a total of 27. We had a few residents 
test negative, but in a few short days, those same 
residents tested positive with additional testing.  

Weight loss is something that must be battled.  
Many residents and staff lost their sense of taste and 
smell. This had an impact on the desire to eat. Other 
residents had fatigue and stated they were too tired 
to eat.  As a facility, we pushed things like Gatorade, 
popsicles, shakes, ice cream, etc.  Many residents 
experienced weight loss, and it is an ongoing battle to 
build them back up. 

Masks work. There has been controversy over 
whether people should wear masks.  We have noticed 
that wearing the appropriate personal protective 
equipment helps reduce the spread of the virus.  It 
is a virus. It is here. We must face it.  Until there is an 
appropriate vaccine, this is something we must face 
like any other virus. 

 The last things that I have learned are that in 
adversity, you see the true character of people, and 
that God is faithful. I saw so many of the staff of The 
Baptist Home rise to the challenges that we faced.  We 
pulled together as a team, worked countless hours, 
and we were not alone.  God was with us in this fight.  
As an administrator, I am forever grateful. 

COVID: What Have We Learned?
by Sonya Newton, Ozark Campus Administrator
E
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"I will carry you! I have made, and I will bear; even 
I will carry, and will deliver you." - Isaiah 46:4

Social Services Director Pam Workman 
and Administrator Sonya Newton 
modeled our new mantra on shirts.
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Dr. Seuss and family paid a visit. 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse waved 
“hello.”Sue Bryan loved taking pictures of the 

costumed visitors.

Marilyn Williams welcomed the trick-
or-treaters with a big smile.

Juanita Hatch waited 
patiently for the 
children to arrive.

Elanda McCoy enjoyed 
watching the children 
trick-or-treat.

Trick Or TreaT. . .Trail!Trick Or TreaT. . .Trail!

fall breeze & fall breeze & 
autumn leavesautumn leaves

Ruby Ballew loved her fall hat. Susan Collins made sure her 
roll ups were made just right. 

Sue Bryan happily displayed her 
dancing scarecrow.

Wilma Wilson worked on her fall 
door hanger.

Yvonne Swadley was ready to 
hang her scarecrow decoration.

Frances Miller chose a pumpkin 
mask.

Thank you to everyone who came out and showed 
their support. Our residents were delighted!
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK

Mickey and Minnie Mouse waved 
“hello.”

At age 103, Lucille Brown proved she 
could still throw a solid pitch. 

Maxine Williams was a winner at Bingo.

Virginia Riddle put on her 
thinking cap to help Pansy 
Lindsey.

Eula Bunch enjoyed a game of Bingo, 
too.

Wilma Wilson watched as Lucille 
Shrimpton made her move.

Betty Ragsdale enjoyed 
caramel apples.

Polly Medley was happy with her snack 
choice.

Maxine Hartley proudly 
displayed her baked apple rolls.

Pat Giberson picked the 
butterscotch rice crispy treat.

Pat Wertz was ready to enjoy her 
teddy treat.

Betty Beck enjoyed her meal 
on National Salami Day.

And the 
Winner is…

KEEPKEEP  
C A L MC A L M  

A N DA N D  
SNACK SNACK 

ONON
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Eula Bunch, Dorthy Campbell, and Carol Matthews 
bundled up to enjoy cocoa and music under the gazebo.

Ruby Rose loved her mummy 
creation.

Paul Swadley enjoyed reading the 
paper.

Mae Gilbreath enjoyed a window 
visit with her daughter.

Lola Wolfe worked on her 
needlepoint.

Marjorie Crum said, “It’s a good day for a fun 
hat!”

Bob Woolley celebrated his 93rd birthday.Lucille Brown received a special visitor on her 
103rd birthday.

Paul Harvey shared his train collection.

It’s a Good Day for a Good Day
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BIRTHDAYS 
Jan  3  Marianna Smith, Cantwell Baptist, Desloge
Jan  4  Ann Fisher, First Baptist, West Plains
Jan  5  Martha Smith, Nashua Baptist, Kansas City
Jan  13  Patricia Giberson, First Baptist, Springfield
Jan  17  Bonneta Moore, First Baptist, Ozark
Jan  19  Becky Young, First Baptist, Springfield
Jan  21  Verla Smith, Woodland Presbyterian, Hot  
 Springs, AR
Jan  28  David Smith, Woodland Presbyterian,   
 Hot Springs, AR
Jan  30  Patsy Pennel, Central Christian, Springfield
Jan  30  Thomas Sharp, First Baptist, Climax Springs
Feb  1  Betty McCall, Second Baptist, Springfield
Feb  3  Joan Joslin, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Feb  9  George Baldwin, First Baptist, Ozark
Feb  16  Clyde Napier, Cross Point Fellowship, Republic
Feb  18  Norma Nyberg, First Baptist, Ozark
Feb  26  Leann McBride, First Baptist, Ozark
Feb  26  Zeldean Munton, South Haven Baptist,  
 Springfield
Feb  26  Harvey Wright, First Baptist, Ozark
Mar  4  Betty Swadley, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Mar  11  Juanita Hatch, First Baptist, Park Hills
Mar  12  Larry Patterson, First Baptist, Ozark
Mar  14  Morton Rose, Pisgah Baptist, Dixon
Mar  19  Donald Hall, Selmore Baptist, Ozark
Mar  29  Lola Wolfe, First Baptist, Highlandville

ANNIVERSARIES
Feb   6  William and Martha Sutherlin,  Ridgecrest  
 Baptist, Springfield
Feb  12  Dick and Betty Clark, First Baptist, Republic
Feb  14  Charles and Gerry Fredrick, Holiday Island  
 Community, Holiday Island, AR
Mar  12  James and Eula Bunch, Glenstone Baptist,  
 Springfield
Mar  13  Phillip and Linda Harper, Schweitzer United  
 Methodist, Springfield
Mar  17  Thomas and Mildred Sharp, First Baptist,  
 Climax Springs

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Aug  30 Patricia Hancock, First Baptist,  Willard

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT THE FACILITY
Jul   30 Karen Schaefer, Nixa Christian
Oct  22 Delbert Spence, First Baptist, Springfield
Oct  29 Lola Hatcher, First Baptist, St. James

TBH | NEWSLETTER SIGN UP
Interested in receiving The Baptist Home Newsletter or know 
someone that would?  Sign up to receive the newsletter 
quarterly at www.thebaptisthome.org/contactus. 

Campus Needs
Immediate Need: Facial Tissue, Hand & Body Lotion, Body Wash For 

Hygiene Care: Poise Pads size 5-6;  Liquid Pump Soap; Liquid Soap Refills; 
Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive cream; Toothpaste; Hand 

Sanitizer.  

For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed Animals and 
Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Solar Bobble Heads; Necklaces (except 

for Mardi Gras beads from dollar stores); Word Search Puzzles (large print 
preferred),  nice items from $1 store for Bingo (ex. Dried fruit, name brand 

bags of candy, seasonal décor).

Capital Needs: 6 air conditioner units, farm tractor, drainage pipes. Cash 
donations can also be given for capital needs such as: New concrete patios.

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to “no 

visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact Amanda Keltner, akeltner@

thebaptisthome.org, (417) 581-2101.

Welcome New Residents!

Susan Collins
Nixa
August 17

Pat Wertz
Presbyterian, 
Leawood, KS
August 31

(IL) = Independent Living

f
Follow Us On

For an application or for information about how to 
become a resident, life at The Baptist Home or other 
resources visit www.thebaptisthome.org/resident or 
contact one of The Baptist Home campuses.
  • Arcadia Valley: (573) 546-7429 
  • Ashland: (573) 657-0506
  • Chillicothe:  (660) 646-6219 
  • Ozark: (417) 581-2101

TBH | APPLICATION FOR RESIDENCY

Marilyn Ford (IL)
Second, Springfield
October 1
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BUILDING COMMUNITY
BY DEREK TAMM

On a surprisingly warm October evening, residents at 
The Baptist Home of Ashland gathered for a very special 
occasion: the dedication of a new flagpole that now 
graces the campus.  This important event saw many of the 
residents gather to watch our nation’s flag raised in front 
of the campus office.  As a special treat, we also hoisted a 
Missouri state flag that had been presented to The Baptist 
Home by Governor Mike Parsons.  Now both flags fly 
proudly at the heart of our community.

This November, we all have participated in a national 
election followed shortly by celebrating Veterans Day.  
It is especially important to remember to celebrate our 
country at times like this.  Among our residents, we have 
veterans who served during World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam.  We are thankful for their service, and the many 
men and women who have served this nation by putting 
themselves in harm’s way so we can enjoy our many 
freedoms.  

Of course, a good gathering needs a chance to share a 
meal and visit!  We had a delightful cookout immediately 
following, with Maintenance Director David Ellis manning 
the grill.  Everyone brought a dish to share, and thanks 
to the unusually beautiful weather, we were able to eat 
outside.  We plan on making gatherings a more frequent 
part of life here in Ashland, using of course the necessary 
precautions that this year has made so necessary.

The difficulty of finding creative ways to visit friends and 
family is one of the things that has made 2020 such a 
difficult year.  In attempting to be safe, so many people 
have lost the chance to connect with each other, and that 
is harmful.  As we sat and shared stories and got to know 
each other better, it was an important reminder of the 
missing element that so much of our country is facing 
right now: Community.  Certainly, we were cautious.  
We spread out, we stayed outdoors, we followed all the 
safety guidelines.  Most importantly, though, we took a 
step towards building our community.

Construction continues to move forward at top speed for 
the rest of the campus.  Our congregate living apartment 
building has been framed, sided, roofed, and much of 
the mechanical/electrical/plumbing rough-in has been 
completed.  We are on pace for a spring 2021 opening, 
at which point we will be able to offer 12 one-bedroom 
apartments, in addition to our current independent living 
homes.  

Also moving forward are the plans for the rest of our 
campus.  We are continuing with our design process 
and hope to begin breaking ground shortly after we 
complete the apartment building.  Plans for the rest of 
the campus include one building development which 
will offer assisted living, intermediate care, and skilled 
nursing, along with the Duke-Nelson Chapel.  Although 
the dates are tentative, we hope to complete this project 
by the fall of 2022.  A
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    BIRTHDAYS

Jan  18  Gay Barton, First Baptist, Kansas City
Jan  22  Mary Caldwell, Memorial Baptist, Columbia
Feb  14  Donna Manning, Open Door Baptist, Columbia
Feb  22  Luther Caldwell, Memorial Baptist, Columbia
Feb  22  Gary McGhee, Family Fellowship, St. Peters
Feb  27  John Barton, First Baptist, Kansas City
Mar  10  Henrietta Newbold, First Baptist, Elsberry
Mar  13  Marilyn Skipper, Parkade Baptist,Columbia

ANNIVERSARIES
Mar  1  Gary and Gloria McGhee, Family Fellowship,  
 St. Peters

CAMPUS INFORMATION | ASHLANDASHLAND

Independent living 
residents gathered 
together to enjoy the flag 
ceremony, fellowship, and 
an outdoor cookout.    

Administrative Coordinator 
Derek Tamm and his children, 

along with Maintenance 
Director David Ellis, raised 

the colors.

FLAG CEREMONYFLAG CEREMONY

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSCONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

The Congregate Living apartment building is on track for a 
completion date in March 2021.

Congregate Living apartment back patio.
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ASHLAND, MISSOURI
CAMPUS NEWS | ASHLAND

CAMPUS INFORMATION | ASHLANDASHLAND

Tournament Sponsor

Lunch Sponsor

Cart Sponsor
TRENT & DARLA 

PORTER
Shootout SponsorGrand Giveaway Sponsor

TBH-Ashland Golf Tournament

1st
A Flight

Team Arletta with Team Captain Jerry Garber

Thank you to all who helped support our 5th Annual TBH-Ashland Charity Golf Tournament! Because of your support, 
$5,955.38 was raised for our Ashland Campus Building Fund.

A special thank you to our Corporate Sponsors:

While COVID-19 has been a troublesome visitor over the past year, it has given us time to re-evaluate our design plans for the long-term care portion of our 
Ashland campus. Initially, we were looking at separate cottage-type units along with a separate chapel. Each of these cottages would have been licensed 
for assisted living care.

Our new design brings all care buildings under one roof with the Duke-Nelson Chapel at the heart of the complex. In addition, we are expanding the care 
provided to include intermediate care and skilled care. Further study of the needs for senior adults in central Missouri indicated an overabundance of 
assisted living and an increasing need for more advanced nursing care options. Thus, our new design will have 20 assisted living rooms, 30 intermediate 
care rooms, and 10 skilled nursing rooms.

REDESIGNED LONG-TERM CARE 
FACILITY AT ASHLAND

Designs by PWArchitects
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Honorariums  &  Memorials
IN HONOR OF:
Frank and Barb Altman’s 56th Anniversary 
by Mr. and Mrs. Frank V. Altman, Arnold.
Myrtle Sue Becker by Mr. and Mrs. Darrell 
Sharick, Arnold.
Emma Gardner by Dorothy McMullen, 
Trenton.
Carroll and Eloise Jennings by Mrs. Glenda 
Dillon, Lebanon.
Norma Jones by Jack and Carol Vickery, 
Ironton.
Roy and Betty Mason by Mala Westrich, 
Wentzville.
Don and Barbara Venable’s Anniversary by 
Illmo Baptist Church, Scott City.
Marilyn Williams by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield.
Bob Woolley’s 93rd Birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob E. Woolley, Ozark.

IN MEMORY OF:
Timmy Alcorn by Mr. and Mrs. Steven Russell 
Jones, Chillicothe; Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Norma Beckemeier by DeWayne 
Beckemeier, Springfield.
Ron Beers by First Baptist Church, Stanton.
Elaine Bone by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Anna A. Broadhuhn by Mrs. Rita Minardi, 
Mountain Home, AR.
Lydia Brooks by Charles and Patricia 
Kloepfer, St. Louis.
Glady Brown by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Norma June Case by Dwight and Verna L. 
Haun, Bolivar.
Ray Case by Dwight and Verna L. Haun, 
Bolivar.
Marilyn Cornish by Mr. and Mrs. Frank V. 
Altman, Arnold.
Henry and Rosa Cox by Ms. Patricia Haus, 
Ironton.
Grace Creason by Mr. Robert Whisenand, 
Higbee.
Ronald Eugene Cullen by Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Woodside, Independence.
Charles Davis by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Ruth DeCiantis by Rev. R. Leslie Limbaugh, 
Festus.
Goldie May Druss by Mr. and Mrs. Len 
Mitchell Fitts, Arnold.
Jeffrey Duckett by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Wilma Duke by Mr. and Mrs. James W. 
Nelson, Jefferson City; Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
B. Chatlos, Liberty.
Jeanne Epps by Glen Tischler, White Bear 
Lake, MN.
Eric Faircloth by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.

Lorene Farmer by Judith A Hoselton, 
Linneus; Jerry Lou Emmons, Chillicothe.
John Freeman by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Emma Funk by Mrs. Caroline E. Funk, Columbia.
Hazel Funk by Mrs. Caroline E. Funk, Columbia.
Leo Funk by Mrs. Caroline E. Funk, Columbia.
Joy Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, 
Warrensburg.
Bessie M. Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves.
Patricia Hancock by Richard and Sandra 
Lindsey, Springfield.
Rev. Bill and Evelyn Harris by Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Harris, Okeechobee, FL.
Wendy Hendershot by Ms. Joan Carruthers, 
West Burlington, IA.
Charles and Nina Hensley by Jim and Glenna 
Rhodes, St. Louis.
Gladys How by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves.
Florence Hueffmeiser by Jerry Lou Emmons, 
Chillicothe.
Jim Hughes by Mrs. Dolores Sutterfield, 
Salem.
Harold Hume by Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 
Dickson, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Harper, 
Mr. and Mrs. David Smith, Jim and Tibby 
Martin, Rev. and Mrs. William George Noble, 
Harvey and Anna Wright, Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
E. Woolley, William N. and Martha Sutherlin, 
Ozark; William and Jane McKinney, Licking; 
Deverne or Judy King, Rolla; Bill or Janice 
Smith, St. Edward, NE; Roger and Bonnie 
Brockberg, Hardwick, MN.
Barbara L. Wills Humphrey by Jim and 
Laura Wills, Bonne Terre; Mrs. Jane Johnson, 
Ironton; Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, 
Warrensburg.
Larry Johnson by Mrs. Jane Johnson, Ironton.
Ina Keeler by Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. Woolley, 
Ozark.
Jesslyn Lewis by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Don Lilley, Sr. by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Ralph Lucas by Margaret Barks, Cape 
Girardeau.
Carol McClard by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Harold McNabb by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse E. 
McNabb, Festus.
Lorine Meadows by Mr. Ira Meadows, 
Ironton.
Charlotte Medley by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Selma Milum by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. 
Chatlos, Liberty; Joseph and Mary Wood, 
Lee’s Summit.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Morrow by Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger L. Tayloe, Owensville.
Okle Moseley by John and Linda Birkhead, 
New London.

Frank and Opal Nixon by Mrs. Ruby L. Ward, 
Owensville.
Joe & Julie Owens by Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Steele, Louisiana.
Carlene Pennel by Mr. and Mrs. David Smith, 
Ozark.
Sadie Penniston by Ruth Miller, Chillicothe.
Betty Perry by Lantz and Buffy Tipton, 
Wheeling.
Dorothy P. Perry by Ms. Lew Ann Perry, 
Clarkdale, AZ.
Geraldine Pratt by Megan Lail, Florence, SC; 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. McWilliams, Oroville, CA; 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Thompson, The Baptist 
Home Chillicothe Auxiliary, Joyce Stark, 
Dorlah Williams, Ruth Miller, Chillicothe; Sara 
or Michael Kearney, Stockport, IA; Karen or 
David Karl, Bellevue, NE; Ms. Joan Carruthers, 
West Burlington, IA; Mr. and Mrs. Larry G. 
Young, Kansas City; Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Daniel, 
Marion, IA.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Clerc, 
Affton.
Clovetta Roberts by Robert and Irene Goss, 
Pamela B. Spath, Ms. Martha S. Gaston, Joyce 
Stark, Ms. Eva Danner, Dorlah Williams, Ms. 
Shirley Tye, Sandra Hatfield, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas E. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Shipp, Edward and Diana Boyd, Chillicothe.
Lefty Roberts by Shawnee Hills Baptist 
Church, Jackson.
Mary Robertson by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Rev. and Mrs. Chris Scheihing by Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael R. Yount, Fredericktown.
Jim Schudy by Mrs. Patsy R. Schudy, Ozark.
Mrs. James (Kate) Short by Rev. James Short, 
Higginsville.
Richard Sides by Shawnee Hills Baptist 
Church, Jackson.
Hugh Smith by Mr. and Mrs. David Smith, 
Ozark.
Gerald Tayon by Ms. Betty Tayon, O’Fallon.
Bessie Thomure by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Betty Tyhurst by Allen McConnell, Sturgeon.
Warren “Wayne” Wade by Debbie J. Colton, 
Chillicothe.
Barbara Willis by Earl Willis, Huntsville.
Gareth Duane Wise by Rhonda Wise, 
Auburndale, FL.
Stella York by Dale and Lynne Spillars, 
Nelson; Joyce Stark, Mr. and Mrs. Don Davis, 
Chillicothe; Noel and Gayle Willis, Bel Aire, KS.
Mark Yount by Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Yount, 
Fredericktown.
Honorariums and memorials received July 
28, 2020 thru November 5, 2020.
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Former Chief Financial Officer Karl Snider and former Director of 
Advancement Ron Mackey have been promoted to role of Vice President at 
The Baptist Home.

The announcement comes as part of Phase III of the ongoing Strategic 
Planning and Organizational Realignment spearheaded by Dr. Rodney 
Harrison, president, Dr. Glenn Miller of Miller Management, and Randy Mayes, 
of DRYVE Leadership Group. 

Karl Snider, who is a certified public accountant with 
an MBA from Maryville University in St. Louis, has 
been promoted to Vice President for Operational 
Resources and will oversee all internal operations 
of The Baptist Home. He will provide leadership 
in all areas related to compliance, information 
technology, accounting, auditing, budgeting, 
and human resource management. Karl has 
extensive knowledge of the ministry having served 
at The Baptist Home for 36 years, starting as a 
bookkeeper in 1984 during Ed Goodwin’s tenure as 

superintendent.  In 1998, he was promoted to office manager and in 2006, he 
became the chief financial officer for The Baptist Home and The Baptist Home 
Foundation.  

When asked about this next step in his journey with The Baptist Home, Karl 
said, “We have come a long way from ink and paper. We have made significant 
improvements in time and efficiency, and this next step will continue the 
process. I have always felt a calling to serve at The Baptist Home.”

Former Director of Advancement Ron Mackey is now the Vice President of 
Community Engagement and will provide leadership to all external functions 
of The Baptist Home related to fundraising, communications, community 
relations, and pastoral care. Ron also has extensive knowledge of the inner 
workings of The Baptist Home having served as a trustee of The Baptist Home 
from 2002-2008 and a director of The Baptist Home Foundation from 2008-

2010. He became an employee of The Home in 
2010 when he was hired to be the Advancement 
Officer for Eastern Missouri. In 2014, he was 
promoted to Director of Advancement and was 
instrumental in the acquisition of the property 
and development of the new The Baptist Home-
Ashland campus. Ron holds a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

In response to his new role at The Baptist Home 
and the Strategic Planning process, Ron shared, 

“This has been the most interesting consultant process that I’ve ever been 
a part of. The focus has been on practical application rather than on high-
minded philosophical statements. I am excited to have the opportunity to 
continue serving The Baptist Home.”

President Harrison noted, “Throughout the board approved transition 
process, we have sought to honor the past while reorganizing for growth 
and sustainability. These promotions reflect a commitment to the quality 
personnel God has called to The Baptist Home over the years, while providing 
an opportunity for these leaders to have greater ministry impact.” In addition 
to the promotions, Harrison also announced the new executive leadership 
team for The Baptist Home consisting of Snider and Mackey, as well as each 
campus administrator and Communications Director Becky Barton. 

Under the direction of Dr. Harrison and consultants, Dr. Miller and Randy 
Mayes, the Strategic Planning Task Force has worked through the difficult 
but necessary process of reviewing The Baptist Home’s mission, vision, and 
core values, as well as more recently, the development of a new Corporate 
Organizational Chart and the transitioning of the corporate offices to 
Jefferson City to assist with streamlining The Home’s decision making process 
and overall efficiencies. 

NEW VICE PRESIDENTS AS PART OF ORGANIZATIONAL REALIGNMENT
L

ett
er 

Fr
om

 T
he 

E
di

tor The Baptist Home is no stranger to difficult circumstances. One only 
must read its turbulent history to see how God has sustained the 
ministry of The Baptist Home through crisis after crisis over the last 107 
years. We are confident that this year will be no different as we bear 
witness to His faithfulness in the way He has provided for our every 
need, just when we needed it most. 

When The Baptist Home-Chillicothe received the news of its first 
confirmed case of COVID-19, it was devastating. We had prayed for 
months that God would place a hedge of protection around all our 
campuses, around every resident and every staff person. We were 
blessed with seven months of protection before the outbreak and 
quite frankly, it was painful to acknowledge that the dangerous virus 
had found its way inside our doors. Nevertheless, with every prayer of 
protection offered, we always tempered it with, “Thy will be done.” We 
can only believe that this, too, was part of God’s plan.

After the death of her eighteen-year-old son, co-founder of The Baptist 
Home Mrs. Mary Riggs, was determined to declare God’s faithfulness 
despite her sorrow. In her first newsletter column, Mrs. Riggs wrote, 
“Christmas, 1918, has come and gone. Did we celebrate this year? Yes, 
indeed. Never did we feel more reason to celebrate the birthday of the 
Prince of Peace. I know you think Dr. Riggs and I would find it a hard 
thing to do this year. But the good soldier may not stop in the midst of 
the battle to think of his personal feelings, and neither can the soldier 
of Christ.” (The Baptist Home, Feb. 1919)

I think anyone who has worked in the healthcare industry over 
the last several months would agree to that sentiment. In many 
ways, our caregivers are soldiers, fighting an unseen enemy in a 
battle without a clear end in sight. Fatigue and exhaustion are real. 
Everyone is weary of social distancing and wearing masks. Our 
residents are tired. Our caregivers are tired. Our resident families 
are tired. Mrs. Riggs said it best, “It is continual work, day and night. 
Think of us and pray for us that our strength may continue, as 
well as give (support) to us…Thus it is in life that we can help one 
another.” (The Baptist Home, March 1920)

As we look forward to the beginning of a New Year, we ask for 
your continued prayers and partnership as we strive to provide 
Christlike care to the aging to the glory of God. We appreciate your 
love and faithful support of this ministry. May God bless you and 
yours this Christmas and in the coming New Year. 

PRESSING ON

Becky Barton serves as the Director 
of Communications for The 

Baptist Home. She manages the 
marketing and communications 

program to ensure the home 
accomplishes its mission and 

ministry, now and in the future.

Karl Snider

Ron Mackey
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Ozark Campus
1625 W. Garton Rd.

PO Box 1040
Ozark, MO 65721

(417) 581-2101

Corporate Office
101 Riggs-Scott Ln.

PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

(866) 454-2709
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101 Riggs-Scott Ln.
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Ironton, MO 63650
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Contact   Information

The Baptist Home

www.thebaptisthome.org

 Educating   •   Advocating   •   Serving the Aging

Rev. Nick Davis
Advancement Officer Northern MO
ndavis@thebaptisthome.org
573-822-4319

Dr. Rodney Harrison
President
rharrison@thebaptisthome.org
573-418-1310

Rev. Spencer Hutson
Advancement Officer Central MO
shutson@thebaptisthome.org
573-619-5189

Dr. Ron Mackey
Vice President of Community Engagement
rdmackey@thebaptisthome.org
636-375-1331

Rev. Derek Tamm
Administrative Coordinator Ashland Campus
dtamm@thebaptisthome.org
816-868-4144

(866) 454-2709
Sanctity of Life Celebration

Call today to schedule 
a representative to 

speak in your church.

January 
2021

(866) 454-2709


