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SOFTENED VISITOR RESTRICTIONS REUNITE FAMILIES & FRIENDS
Baptist Homes residents and staff are 
rejoicing following the release of 
softened visitor restrictions.

After nearly one year of enduring visitor 
restrictions and campus lockdowns, 
Baptist Homes residents can once again 
receive in-room visits from family and 
friends following new guidance 
released by the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) on March 10, 2021.  

The announcement of this updated 
guidance comes on the heels of news 
that millions of vaccinations have taken 
place across the country with COVID-19 
cases continuing to drop in Missouri. 

While not a full campus reopening, 
Baptist Homes are no longer limited to 
offering visits outside or inside in 
designated, partitioned areas.  While 
outdoor visits are still the preferred 
method of visitation to prevent 
COVID-19 transmission, under the new 
guidance, nursing home facilities can 
now allow indoor visitation for all 

residents regardless of vacci-
nation status. 

At the Baptist Home-Arcadia 
Valley campus, Social 
Services Director Melinda Ste-
vens strongly advocated 
receiving the COVID-19 vac-
cination and shared that for 
her getting the vaccine was 
never about her, but about 
the residents she serves. She 
stated, “I have watched for a 
full year while this pandemic 
has gone on, the elderly 
suffered by being isolated 
to their rooms, wanting and 
asking to see their families, and I have 
watched some die alone without family. 
I have watched some families be able to 
come in but have to wear PPE and not 
touch their own loved one’s hands and 
have to keep their distance. It would 
break your heart. If the elderly are 
required to take the vaccine to reopen, 
guess what I am going to do. I’m doing 
it for them, and not for me. It’s not 
about me. It’s about them…to be able 
to function normally again.” 

Upon learning that the campus could 
partially reopen, Stevens was thrilled 
and said, “When the residents found 
out they could see their loved ones 
again, there was a glow in their eyes. 
A phone call or a card can not replace 
the smiles and the touch of family. 
Older people recognize the value of 
these things. It makes my heart warm 
and at peace knowing they can see 
their loved ones again.”

Ozark Administrator Sonya Newton 
was nothing short of relieved when 

she heard the news that she could 
reopen her campus to visitors, even 
if on a limited basis. “Our residents 
desperately needed this. Isolation and 
loneliness were taking its toll on them. 
When the news was shared with our 
residents that their loved ones could 
come for a visit again, it was like a heavy 
cloud was lifted. The atmosphere was 
lighter in the entire building, among our 
residents and our staff.” 

Arcadia Valley campus Activities 
Director Debbie Boswell was close to 
tears when asked about the reopening. 
She said, “The residents were not only 
separated from their families, but they 
also were separated from each other 
for long periods of time. They love one 
another, and they want to be able to 
sit nearby and talk to each other. They 
need that close interaction. Being able 
to interact with each other is such a 
joy--physically, mentally, emotionally, 
and spiritually. We were able to have 

(Continued next page)

At Chillicothe, residents Lee and Arlene Borders, 
McCroskie Creek Baptist-Carrollton, enjoyed a 
visit from church family.

At Arcadia Valley, resident Roberta 
Sherman received a long overdue hug 
from her son, Randal.
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LeadingAge and McKnight’s, as well 
as weekly updates from the Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior 
Services (DHSS), CMS and the CDC. 

Any additional changes in visitation 
restrictions will be posted on the 
Homes’ website, www.thebaptisthome.
org/covid-response.

BLB

(Continued from cover)
Bingo together for the first time in a 
long time last week. One resident told 
me, ‘I never liked it before, but I really 
liked it today.’”

Baptist Homes can allow indoor visits 
for unvaccinated residents as long as 
the county COVID-19 positivity rate is 
under 10% and more than 70% of 
residents in the facility are fully 
vaccinated. Currently, all counties where 
Baptist Homes’ campuses are located 
are in the yellow, with positivity rates 
less than 10%, and vaccinations for 
residents are at 96%. 

In addition, the CMS and the CDC have 
made an allowance for residents that 
have been fully vaccinated in that 
they can choose to have close contact 
(including touch) with their visitor 
while wearing a well-fitting mask and 
using hand sanitizer or handwashing 
before and after. However, visitors must 
continue to socially distance from other 
residents and staff in the facility during 
their visit. 

Compassionate Care visits are allowed 
regardless of resident’s vaccination 
status, the county’s COVID-19 positivity 
rate, or an outbreak. Compassionate 
care visits are defined as visits during 
end-of-life situations, visits from 
clergy or lay persons offering religious 
and spiritual support, and by family 
members in certain situations. 

According to the CDC, nursing 
facilities should continue to 
adhere to the following core 
principles for preventing 
COVID-19 transmission at all 
times:

•  Screening all who enter the 
facility for signs and symptoms 
of COVID-19 (e.g. temperature 
checks, questions and observa-
tions of signs or symptoms), and 
denial of entry of those with signs 
or symptoms or those who have 
had close contact with someone 
with COVID-19 infection in the 
past 14 days, regardless of the 
visitor’s vaccination status. 
•  Use of hand sanitizer or hand 
washing.
•  Face covering or mask (covering 
mouth and nose.)
•  Social distancing at least six feet 
between persons.
•  Cleaning and disinfecting of 
frequently touched surfaces in the
 facility and visitation areas.
•  Appropriate staff use of 
personal protective equipment.
•  Resident and staff periodic, random 
sample testing.

The Baptist Homes leadership have 
actively advocated on behalf of all 
nursing home residents’ religious and 
visitation rights and will continue to 
monitor the situation for updates from 

At Chillicothe, resident Miriam Stelplugh, 
First Baptist-Meadville, enjoyed a visit from 
her daughter, Linette, and son-in-law, Mike.

Arcadia Valley residents Ed and Bubbles Goodwin 
enjoyed a visit from Bill and Vicki Goodwin and Champ.

Residents enjoyed the beautiful weather and spending
time together outdoors at the Arcadia Valley Campus.
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The notion that residents at the Bap-
tist Homes and similar communities 
grew up on Al Jolson, Tommy Dorsey, 
Paul Whiteman and Duke Ellington 
songs is rather outdated. Many of our 
residents grew up listening to (when 
their parents allowed) the tunes of 
Bing Crosby, the Andrew Sisters, The 
Grand Ol’ Opry or Woody Guthrie. A 
new generation of residents most 
likely tuned into Elvis Presley, Ritchie 
Valens, Patsy Cline and Johnny Cash 
on their portable radios. 

In the 1960s, the contemporary 
Christian music movement was 
launched with artists such as Larry 
Norman, Andrae Crouch, The 
Imperials and Keith Green.  One 
indicator of the genre’s popularity was 
that the 1975 Baptist Hymnal 
included several contemporary praise 
and worship songs—although most 
church pianists at the time struggled 
to get the beat right. That is why resi-
dents and guests will soon hear more 
praise and worship songs during our 
chapel services. Many of these songs 
retain the rich lyrics of hymnody while 
incorporating a contemporary 
sounding melody.  

It is hard to believe that when Bob 
Dylan wrote The Times They Are A 
Changin’ most of our residents were in 
their 20s and 30s. Just as music 
changes over time, Baptist Homes 
& Healthcare Ministries is also 
undergoing a season of change. Karl 
Snider, who served the Homes for 
over 36 years retired in March.  Sonya 
Newton, Administrator at Ozark will 
be leaving in mid-April to join her 
husband on mission trips and other 
adventures.  What remains unchanged 
is our ongoing commitment to 
provide Christlike care, education and 
advocacy for the aging—regardless of 
whether their music preference leans 
to Dorsey or Dylan. 

The Times They Are 
A Changin’
By Rodney Harrison, PresidentDicky McKerlie is 

a great asset to 
the ministry of 
Baptist Homes 
and Healthcare 
Ministries.  He is 
what you call an 
unsung hero.  He 
came to work at 
the Chillicothe 
campus in 
2008 as the 
maintenance 
supervisor and 
has trained 
several helpers 
along the way.  

He knows a lot of things about many 
subjects, and if he does not know, he 
will work hard to figure it out.  Over 
his tenure, Dicky has saved Baptist 
Home – Chillicothe countless of dollars.  
On one project alone, he saved the 
organization about $50,000, and that 
project was not an isolated example.  

When Dicky came to work here, he 
knew a little about a lot of systems.  
Since then, he has perfected his craft 
and has become an expert in many 
areas.  Dicky does not always say a 

Dicky McKerlie: An Unsung Hero
By Steven Moseley, Campus Pastor

During COVID 
lockdown, Dicky 
Mckerlie called the 
BINGO numbers via 
intercom.

lot, but when he does, he has a dry 
sense of humor that catches people 
off guard.  He loves to play jokes on 
people, and he has gotten away with 
some big ones.  One time recently 
he put up parking signs and implied 
there were new mandatory parking 
spaces for all staff departments.  The 
staff were up in arms until he let 
them in on the joke!

Dicky does not like to take a lot of 
credit for things, but he deserves 
to be spotlighted for his hard work 
and dedication.  He may not be an 
anomaly of hard work around here, 
but he is a great example for others 
to follow.  It is great when you see 
him carrying a bucket down the 
hall, only to stop and turn it over to 
talk to a resident.  He has created a 
special bond with many residents 
over his years working here.

As you might imagine, Dicky has also 
seen his share of funny stories.  One 
particular occasion, he came into 
the building and learned that one of 
the residents had gotten stuck after 
falling into a cooler.  Trying to get 
the resident up safely proved quite 

humorous!  

We do not have room in this article 
to share all the stories, but Dicky 
often goes home with a chuckle. 
Every now and then, Dicky says 
he is going to retire.  It is going to 
be a sad day when that happens.  
Thankfully, he has a few more great 
years left in him.  We know they 
will be filled with challenges, proj-
ects, help and laughter.  

Thank you, Dicky, for all you do for 
the Chillicothe campus and our 
residents!

Dicky Mckerlie visiting with late 
resident, Selma Milum.



Arcadia Valley
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The residents put together a video for 
the Rolla BSU students who were not 
able to visit this year due to COVID.

Virgie Dodd was queen 
of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Ball!

Staffer Debbie Boswell posed with Ruth 
Ann Short and Mary Bolton at the St. 
Patrick’s Day party!

Bill Lumbley was focused on 
finding his next clue in the 
scavenger hunt!

Debbie Boswell and Ramona Harpending 
enjoyed getting all decked-out for St. Patricks 
Day!

Vernon Long proudly 
displayed the Cardinal’s 
hat puzzle he won at the 
auction!

Jean Ferguson was happy to get a visit 
from her son, Greg.

Joyce and Phil Corpening 
enjoyed a visit from good 
friends, Linc and Lynn York.

Staffer Tina Kennedy posed with Jo Pace in 
their St. Patrick’s Day attire!



Campus News
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Campus Needs
Immediate Need: Kleenex; White Towels (Large); Clothing Protectors: 
Washcloths (colored); Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; 
Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s 
socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes 
and combs; Small mist bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; 
Long straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt (half or more 
yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family friendly); Adult coloring 
books; Body wash; Hair Pics; Standard watch batteries, size 377; Scrapbook 
paper and picture frames (all sizes); Small BINGO Prizes @ $1.00.

ALL VOLUNTEER SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE TO 
“NO VISITOR” RESTRICTIONS.

For more information, contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573)546-7429.

CAMPUS INFORMATION

BIRTHDAYS

Apr  10   Frances Nicholson, Fee Fee   
                Baptist, Bridgeton.
Apr  15  Vernon Long, Leadington Free   
     Will Baptist, Leadington.
Apr  18   Patricia Haus (IL), Canaan Baptist, 
                St. Louis.
Apr  22   Lena Patterson, Kirkwood Baptist, 
                St. Louis.

NEW RESIDENTS
 
Mar  6   Marjorie Ellsworth, First Baptist, 
                  Fairview Heights, IL.
Mar  11  Barbara Cross, First Baptist,   
                Desloge.

Welcome New Residents!!

Congratulations 
Debbie Boswell, 
Activities Director--  
Employee of the 
month for March! Marjorie Ellsworth 

First Baptist, 
Fairview Heights, IL

Barbara Cross
First Baptist, 
Desloge

Eloise Jennings was 
“pretty in pink” celebrating 
her birthday!

Maxine Parkes received a 
kiss from Max, fur baby of 
staffer Jennifer Cornell.

Staff from Serenity Hospice helped us celebrate 
Johnny Appleseed Day. Harry Wingerter 
enjoyed a visit from Johnny Appleseed himself!



Chillicothe
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Emma Gardner had a wonderful visit with 
one of her daughters, Dorothy.

Mildred Kaye enjoyed a 
visit with her daughter, 
Billie. 

Emma Gardner had another wonderful 
visit with her other two daughters!

Miriam Stelplugh had a 
great day visiting with her 
friend, Charlene Thompson.

Opal Griffin enjoyed a visit with her 
daughter and son-in-law! Edwin Corzette gave the 

camera a big smile! 

Mildred Kaye enjoyed a visit from her 
daughter and son-in-law from Chicago!

Phyllis Roberts had a great visit with her 
son, George.

Willa Estes enjoyed a nice 
afternoon in the sun!



Postage Stamps; Clorox wipes/Lysol wipes; Kleenex; Denture 
Tabs; Body Wash; Baby Oil; Washcloths; Bath Towels; Body 
Spray; Lotions; BINGO Prizes and Birthday Gifts @ $1.00 each; 
Fitted Flannel Sheets (twin size, extra long); International 
Coffee - Regular & Sugar Free; Disposable Eyeglass wipes; 
Tissue Paper for Gifts.

Capital Needs: Cash donations can be given for capital needs 
such as: nurse monitoring call system and window repairs for 
independent living.

ALL VOLUNTEER SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY 
SUSPENDED DUE TO 

“NO VISITOR” RESTRICTIONS.
For more information contact

Angie Hamilton, ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org
(660) 646-6219

Campus News
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Campus Needs

CAMPUS INFORMATION

Bill Wilhite enjoyed a visit with John, a   
longtime friend of the family.

A Vo-Tech student took time to help Norma 
Taggart with her puzzle.

BIRTHDAYS
Apr  17   Nancy McKerlie, Linneus UMC, Linneus.
Apr  30    Ethel Thompson, Highview Baptist,   
                  Chillicothe.

NEW RESIDENTS
Feb  27   Peggy Hunter, Holmeswood Baptist, Kansas  
   City.

March Employee of the 
month goes to Steven 

Robb, Maintenance.

Welcome New Resident

Peggy Hunter, 
Holmeswood Baptist, 

Kansas City



Ozark
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Ruby Rose, Juanita Hatch and Lucille 
Shrimpton enjoyed making new 
table centerpieces.

Ruby Rose was excited to 
share her finished flower 
arrangement.

Residents were all smiles as they gathered 
together again for daily activities.

Juanita Hatch showed us 
the flower arrangement she 
worked so hard on.

Residents wore red noses in honor of 
National Red Nose Day. 

Marilyn Williams and Claudia Mallard 
joined in the fun of making the new 
centerpieces.

Betty Swadley and Betty 
Russell enjoyed a hymn-sing.

Pansy Lindsey enjoyed a 
sweet treat for St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

Harvey  Wright was ready to dig into one 
of Sonya’s homemade meatballs!
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Campus News

Immediate Need: Facial Tissue, Hand & Body Lotion, Body Wash 
For Hygiene Care: Poise Pads size 5-6; Liquid Pump Soap; Liquid 
Soap Refills; Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive 
cream; Toothpaste.

For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed 
Animals and Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Solar Bobble Heads; 
Necklaces (except for Mardi Gras Beads from dollar stores); Word 
Search Puzzles (Large Print); Nice items from $1 store for Bingo (ex. 
Dried fruit, name brand bags of candy, seasonal decor).

Capital Needs: 6 Air Conditioner units; farm tractor; drainage 
pipes.  Cash donations can also be given for capital needs such as: 
new concrete patios.

ALL VOLUNTEER SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE TO 
“NO VISITOR” RESTRICTIONS.

For more information contact Amanda Keltner, 
akeltner@thebaptisthome.org

(417) 581-2101

  NEW RESIDENT!!!

Campus NeedsCAMPUS INFORMATION

March Employee of 
the Month goes to 
CNA, Megan Sweaton. 
Megan started as a 
nurse assistant and 
recently completed 
our CNA training 
class. Congratulations 
Megan!

BIRTHDAYS 
Apr  1   Polly Medley, First Baptist, Salem.
Apr  2   Margaret Woolley (IL), South Haven Baptist,     
                 Springfield.
Apr  2  Carole Tarrant (IL), First Baptist, Springfield.
Apr  3  Anna Wright (IL), First Baptist, Springfield.
Apr  4  Alan Langston (IL), First Baptist, Springfield.
Apr  14   Donald Tarrant (IL), First Baptist, Springfield.
Apr  15  Shelley Napier (IL), Crosspoint Fellowship,  
  Republic.
Apr  28  Maxine Williams, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark.

NEW RESIDENTS
Mar  16   Beverly Church, First Baptist, Sparta.

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Mar  7   Paul Swadley, South Haven Baptist, 
   Springfield.
Mar  20   Bonneta Moore, First Baptist, Ozark.

Beverly Church, 
First Baptist, Sparta

Maxine Williams enjoyed 
soaking up some sun!

Harold Cummins was all 
smiles as he enjoyed his St. 
Patrick’s Day treat!
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Ashland

Pictured above from left to right:  Laundry area, full kitchen, handicap accessible bathroom.



Campus News
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CAMPUS INFORMATION

BIRTHDAYS

Apr   2    Carla Hayes, The Revolution, Columbia

New construction renderings of the Baptist Home-Ashland 
Phase One Master Plan include a full-level care facility and 

at the heart, the Duke-Nelson Chapel. 

Renderings provided by PWArchitects

Aerial view of the newly designed Master Plan for 
the Baptist Home-Ashland campus.

The new care facility will provide 20 (ALF) Assisted 
Living beds, 30 (ICF) Intermediate Care beds, and 10 
(SNF) skilled nursing beds, all centered around the 
Duke-Nelson Chapel.

For Construction Updates:

On April 1, 2021, the Baptist Homes & Healthcare Ministries Board of Trustees will gather at the future 
site of this beautiful care facility for a time of prayer and dedication following the Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony for the newly completed Congregate Living Apartments. See photos in our May issue!



Honorariums & 
Memorials
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After serving as a pastor in Illinois for 19 
years, Pastor Duane Smith arrived at First 
Baptist Church, Sparta, as their full-time 
pastor in December of 2019, just three 
months prior to the world changing due 
to COVID-19. Being retired military and 
having been raised in a military family, 
Pastor Smith was not very familiar with 
Missouri or the Baptist Homes’ ministry.

However, he soon discovered that the 
church he came to pastor was growing 
and had a heart to give. He found that 
the church was supportive of the Baptist 
Homes ministry through special offerings, 
budget allocations and giving through the 
Cooperative Program. 

Like Baptist Homes founder Dr. Milford 
Riggs, Pastor Smith expressed worry 
about pastors who dedicated their lives to 
ministry only to get to retirement and find 
they cannot meet basic needs, such as 
medical and housing. Many pastors need 
a place to go in retirement. 

Pastor Smith was happy to learn that the 
Baptist Homes helps to meet those needs 

through its donor supported benevolent 
fund. 

Pastor Smith shared that while the First 
Baptist Church, Sparta, does not currently 
have any residents in the Baptist Homes, 
they are interested in finding out more 
about the Baptist Homes’ ministry for their 
membership and for others saying, “I am 
eager to learn about the services of the 

Baptist Homes, and how we can partner 
together and be involved. The church 
can go and serve, and we look forward 
to post-COVID so we can do that at the 
Baptist Home-Ozark.”

We are grateful for First Baptist Church, 
Sparta, and all our churches who see the 
need to partner in ministry to the aging by 
giving, praying and volunteering. 

Serving Those Who Served Us
 By Spencer Hutson, Church Relations Specialist

Pastor Duane Smith and wife, Denise, of First 
Baptist Church, Sparta.

IN HONOR OF
Eloise Jennings by Mrs. Glenda Dillon, 
Lebanon.
Carol Likely by David Likely, Ironton.
Tillie Mayse by Mr. and Mrs. Sherman 
Johnson, Farmington.
Phyllis Roberts by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth B. Chatlos, Liberty.

IN MEMORY OF
Leona Irene Asher-Reed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Sheehy, Ironton; April 
Robinson, Little Rock, AR.
Virginia Chapman by Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherman Johnson, Farmington.
Wilma Cook by Dolores Sutterfield, Salem.
Pauline Currence by Dr. and Mrs. 
Rodney Harrison, Lawson.
Norma Fisher by Margaret Hubbard, 
East Alton, IL.

Elaine Graf by William and Emily 
Mouser, Wellman, IA.
Thomas and Anna Merle Grim by Mr. 
and Mrs. Kevin L. Cook, Bonne Terre.
Mary Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Ellen Horton by Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
Pridemore, Ashland.
Helen Jackson by Miss Diana Jackson, 
Overland Park, KS.
Elsa Maness by Mrs. Becky Young, Ozark.
Nelda McNabb by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse E. 
McNabb, Festus.
Albert “Sonny” Miller by Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherman Johnson, Farmington; Todd 
Duisen, Mark and Barb Ingoldsby, 
Ovella Lange, St. Peters; Middletown 
Composites Inc., Berea, KY; Mrs. Karen 
Harter, St. Louis; Marilyn Gegg, Ste. 
Genevieve; Larry and Anita Davis, 
Patricia Schwent, Doris Jane Waltman, 
Wentzville; Randy and Leigh Downs, 
Kansas City; Jerry and Denise Shaffer, 
William and Norma Sudbrock, Lake St. 

Louis; Don and Donna Welch, O’Fallon; 
Robin L. Macias, St. Charles; Robert A. 
and Michelle K. Mosley, Shell Knob.
Frank and Opal Nixon by Mrs. Ruby L. 
Ward, Owensville.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. 
Clerc, Affton.
Iva Raymo by Mr. and Mrs. Floyd G. 
Ward, St. Louis.
Jim Schudy by Mrs. Patsy R. Schudy, Ozark.
Mary E. Short by Rev. James Short, 
Higginsville.
James Paul Swadley by Mrs. Cara Harris, 
Springfield; Mr. Russell Martin, St. Charles.
Bessie Thomure by Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherman Johnson, Farmington.
Donna White by Mr. and Mrs. Sherman 
Johnson, Kurt and Julie Bauche, 
Farmington.
Murrell D. Williams by Janie Henry, 
Springfield.
Dorma Yarnell by Mrs. Kay A. Gump, 
California.
Mark Yount by Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. 
Yount, Fredericktown.
Gifts received February 23-March 23, 2021.


