
Caring for The Least of These

“Our Field is Global... 

   Because Aging is Universal.” 

In January, Baptist Home Advancement 
Director Ron Mackey and Baptist Home 
Foundation Consultant and CEO of the Future 
Leadership Foundation Roger Hatfield left on 
a week long mission trip to Guatemala and El 
Salvador. 

The goal...to meet with the nationals who had 
been selected by their convention leaders to 
give leadership to the senior adult ministry 
efforts in their home countries. 

While it is certainly important to meet 
immediate needs by building housing or 
providing food and medicine, The Baptist 
Home Foundation believes that more can be 
done to improve quality of life for the aging 
through training and education. 

“Let us be clear to say that we cannot and 
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do not want to solve any of the global issues by 
ourselves. Our preferred role and the one we 
leverage for the Kingdom is to help nationals 
address the issues in their own spheres where God 
has planted them,” said Roger Hatfield. 

In Guatemala,  Salvador Zapeta, team leader and 
church pastor, did an outstanding job of bringing 
together a younger team with less 
experience but compassionate hearts 
who desired more for their elderly.

And from Nicaragua, a pharmacist 
from Project H.O.P.E. (www.
pjhope.org) came at our invitation 
to participate in the training in 
Guatemala. We pray for seed 
planting to take root and wait with 
anticipation to see how God will 
lead there. Ron Mackey led training on Theology of Aging in El Salvador.

In El Salvador, Ron and Roger led a training 
group of 12 Salvadorans, including a translator, 
to fully participate with heads and hearts to 
elevate the work of eldercare ministry in and 
through the 60 Baptist churches of El Salvador. 
Eight leaders from the women’s ministry, the 
convention staff, and regional representatives 
helped to learn, teach and cast a vision.

The Eldercare Team in El Salvador were energetic 
believers who told Ron and Roger “We have 
been praying for your coming.”

Please pray for the people of Central America 
and pray for us, that we may recognize God’s 
leading and stand ready to assist the leadership 
of these countries as they prepare to serve the 
frailest members of a rapidly aging population. 

Pray for us, too, as we prepare for a mission trip 
to Cuba in just a few weeks to assess eldercare 
needs there.
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