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Baptist Home  staff and Pastor Chris Cook, 
Parkade-Columbia, recently hosted Elisey 
Pronin, representative from the Ukraine Baptist 
Theological Seminary .  The goal: To work to-
gether to share ideas about advancement work 
and eldercare ministry.   Roger Hatfield, the 
global  aging missions specialist for The Baptist 
Home, provided us with the following report.  

On a bright June day, sitting in front of The 
Baptist Home staff was a DP, a “displaced per-
son,” with a strong, compelling story interwo-
ven with threads of disruption and decision-
making.  Elisey Pronin is a family man, a man 
with a pastor’s heart, educated and gifted, who 
was leading a large church in eastern Ukraine 
that was burned by the separatists in 2014. 

God, who specializes in using change to bring 
honor and glory, redeemed the ministry of 
the Pronin family by bringing them to L’viv in 

western Ukraine. There he was invited to 
join the faculty of Ukraine Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and start a church plant. 

In a trip to eastern Kansas in 2015, Pronin 
became known to The Baptist Home and 
Baptist Home Foundation through the work 
of the Future Leadership Foundation and its 
Ukraine Macedonia 20/20 Project, a church 
planting initiative.

President of the Ukraine seminary Dr. 
Yaroslav Pyzh commissioned Pronin to 
come to the states to raise awareness of the 
work of this growing, young seminary. As a 
part of that, he was asked to participate in 
a two-day training event at The Baptist Home that 
included the following:
    Sharing the story of the crisis in Ukraine to     
          Baptist Home staff. 
    Sharing of The Baptist Home story with Elisey.

After a presentation to the Concord Baptist Association, 
members prayed over Elisey Pronin, his wife, Oxana, and 
son, David.  

     Studying the important and critical work of      
advancement and communications in undergird-
ing the growth of a ministry or an institution.

Pronin is not the first global leader to come to 
The Baptist Home’s corporate office and original 
campus in Arcadia Valley (Ironton) to learn of the 
driving passion about advancement work and 
eldercare ministry.  He joins those from Norway, 
Belarus and other Ukrainians who have set foot 
in the Arcadia Valley, nestled among the highest 
mountains in Missouri.

At 103 years of age, The Baptist Home, with the 
support of The Baptist Home Foundation, has 
become a transnational ministry to both minister 
and train in the field of aging. Because aging is 
universal, The Baptist Home’s ministry is univer-
sal.  The Baptist Home website and Facebook 
page, along with its free quarterly newsletter, 
informs readers about its global work. 

Pastor Chris Cook, Parkade-Columbia, Ukrainian Pastor Elisey Pronin, and Baptist Home 
Advancement Officer Jim Nelson.  


