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“Cast me not off in the time of my old age; 
forsake me not when my strength faileth.” 
(Psalm 71:9)

This beloved verse from the book of Psalms 
has undergirded the Home’s mission since 
its beginning in 1913. Baptist Homes 
Founder Dr. Milford Riggs printed the verse 
on the banner of the first issue of The 
Baptist Home paper in October 1913, and 
there it stayed for many years to serve as 
a visual reminder of the foundation of this 
ministry. 

Since 1913 when Dr. Riggs first cast a vision 
to provide a home for aging Missouri 
Baptist pastors who had nowhere to go and 
no one to care for them, the ministry has 
expanded from a rented home in Ironton 
to four campuses across the state. Now, for 
the first time in its 108-year history, Baptist 
Homes will be acquiring three new 
campuses via acquisition. 

Following unanimous board approval in 
April, Baptist Homes & Healthcare 
Ministries is set to assume ownership of the 
Truman Gardens and Chateau in 
Independence, Missouri, as of July 1st. While 
the details of the transfer of ownership are 
still being finalized, Baptist Homes will as-
sume management of the facility June 1st. 
A general timeline is to begin light renova-
tions in the summer of 2021 with a formal 
dedication and name change to the Baptist 
Homes of Independence in the fall. 

Truman Gardens is a fully functional, 
120-bed skilled nursing facility and is 
currently home to twenty-eight residents. 
The Truman Chateau is a residential facility 
with 14-assisted living apartments and is 
currently home to four residents. The vision 
for the main care facility is to reduce the 
number of licensed beds by half, in essence 
converting the semi-private rooms to all 
private beds. One of the lessons learned 
from COVID-19 is that the availability of 

private rooms with a private bath greatly 
reduces the transmission rate of the virus 
among nursing home residents. 

Baptist Homes President Dr. Rodney 
Harrison shared, “Since these facilities are 
currently operational, refreshing of rooms 
in the main building will take place one 
hallway at a time. A detailed pre-purchase 
inspection revealed only minor repairs 
and updates are needed in the Garden 
and Chateau buildings. The plan is to 
temporarily close the Chateau building and 
reopen the facility as an Assisted Living 
cottage home that is operational and 
attractive.”

Another first for the Home will be 
participation in the Medicare/Medicaid 
program as the 60-bed skilled units will be 
Medicare/Medicaid reimbursable. Once 
Baptist Homes & Healthcare Ministries is 
established as a qualifying provider, Truman 
Gardens will be the first Baptist Homes 
campus able to bill Medicare/Medicaid for 
approved services.

Since this is new territory for the Home, the 
decision to pursue this certification was not 
entered  into lightly. 
It was only after 
much prayer, research 
and legal counsel 
that the board gave 
authorization to 
pursue certification 
through the Centers 
for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 
The research process 
included meeting 
with leaders from the 
South Carolina Baptist 
Ministry for the Aging 
whose campuses are 
CMS certified. SCBMA 
president Tom Turner 
believed participation 

in these programs allowed the ministry to 
serve those who would otherwise be forced 
to live elsewhere. 

Mike Whitehead, Baptist Homes legal 
counsel, referenced two recent Supreme 
Court rulings supporting the right of faith-
based ministries to participate in state and 
federal programs without compromising 
faith convictions. Harrison affirmed these 
convictions by noting, “Baptist Homes 
& Healthcare Ministries is unashamedly 
Christian and unapologetically Baptist. 
Accepting Medicare and Medicaid is akin 
to the decision to participate in state and 
federal financial aid programs that each of 
our Missouri Baptist universities have made. 
These decisions allow our entities to serve 
more Missouri Baptists.”

As part of this purchase, Baptist Homes 
& Healthcare Ministries also acquired the 
Smithville Living Center which has been 
closed since December 2020. The vision for 
this 120-bed campus is to convert it into 36 
private suites with the goal of serving aging 

Baptist Homes Expansion Continues with Purchase of New Campuses
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military veterans. The anticipated timeline 
for this ambitious project is approximately 
two years. 

The purchase price to acquire both facilities 
was $800,000 ($400,000 each).

And in a completely separate transaction, 
trustees recently authorized the acquisition 
of the Adrian Manor Nursing Home and 
Crystal Manor Assisted Living Facility in 
Adrian for a price of $15,001, plus current 
operating expenses and costs related to 
closing the facility. This facility fell victim 
to COVID-19 and closed February 1, 2021, 
after being unable to recover from a low 
census. Current plans for the campus in 
Adrian include minor renovations and 
facility updates with the goal of opening 
to new residents in January 2022. The 
Baptist Homes of Adrian will be the second 
campus pursuing Medicare and Medicaid 
certification. 

The rapid growth and expansion of Baptist 
Homes campuses across the state might 
be met with some trepidation, as changes 
sometimes are. However, one only has to 
read The Baptist Home’s history to know 
that this ministry is no stranger to change. 

In fact, fourth superintendent Rev. Ed 
Goodwin shared that as he was studying 
for his administrator’s license in 1975, he 
realized how inevitable change was in the 
long-term care industry. He reflected, “Per-
haps no single industry has changed and is 
changing more rapidly than the long-term 
care industry, and this has affected and 
will continue to affect our operation of The 
Baptist Home. We must meet the demands 
to keep abreast in the field. This requires 
continued training of staff, replacement of 
equipment, updating of facilities, especially 
the medical floor, and the continued re-
cruitment of qualified personnel…It is our 
conviction that our future is as bright as the 
opportunities which are all around us and 
the success of our future depends upon 
how we avail ourselves of these opportu-
nities. To this we commit ourselves and call 
upon Missouri Baptists over our state to 
join us in this commitment.” (The Baptist 
Home, August 1975.)

Please join us in praying for this ministry, our 
leadership, and these new communities we 
will be serving in the days, months, and years 
ahead. 
    BLB

Baptist Homes & Healthcare Ministries 
staff took part in a StoryBrand Workshop 
at the Corporate Office in Jefferson City 
on Tuesday, May 18th. Representatives 
from each campus joined Baptist Homes 
leadership to brainstorm and share ideas 
regarding how to clearly communicate the 
unique Baptist Homes’ story. 

The one-day workshop, led by 
Communications Director Becky Barton, 
was based on the book Building a 
StoryBrand by Donald Miller.  As part of this 
training, the group learned how to write a 
Brandscript and a One-Liner based on the 
seven-step (SB7), StoryBrand framework. 
The framework is based around storytelling 
principles and has proven to be a success-
ful tool for preparing internal and external 
communications and marketing 
messages.

Mrs. Barton shared, “The StoryBrand 

framework will change the way you think 
about marketing and communications. 
It has been adopted by many successful 
organizations; however, few not-for-
profits are using this method to tell 
their story. With all the changes we have 
experienced over the past several months, 
we are needing to update all of our 
communications materials. There is no 
better time than now to sit down together 
and discuss the best plan forward for 
communicating our message.”

Baptist Home President was also present 
and participated in the workshop. He was 
very excited about the process saying, 
“We hope we will never need extra help 
as we age. However, if the time comes 
when extra care is needed, our message 
clearly communicates how Baptist Homes 
& Healthcare Ministries can be your guide 
through this journey.”

StoryBrand Workshop Held in Jefferson Citycontinued from cover

Baptist Homes staff gathered in the Corporate Office in Jefferson City to 
brainstorm and learn new marketing techniques based on the StoryBrand 
framework by Donald Miller.
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CAMPUS INFORMATION

Ashland Campus News

Welcome New 
Resident!

Veda Cline
Dorsett Village, 

Maryland Heights
May 1

ANNIVERSARIES (**)
Jun   6   Larry and Joyce Hendrickson, Southridge                    
               Baptist, Jefferson City.
Jun   8   Luther and Mary Caldwell, Memorial Baptist,                 
               Columbia.
Jun   9   Robert and Wanda Boyd, First Baptist,     
                Marion, IL.
**All Independent Living

We are pleased to announce that Rev. 
Kenny Martin has agreed to serve as the 
new campus pastor at the Baptist Homes 
of Ashland. Pastor Martin may be a familiar 
face to many Baptists in central Missouri 
having served on staff as senior pastor and 
transitional pastor in churches throughout 
southwest and central Missouri since 1985. 
He and his wife, Carla, currently reside in 
California, Missouri. They have two adult 
children, son Anthony (Lee’s Summit) and 
daughter, Lisa (Springfield).

Pastor Martin is excited to minister to the 
Homes’ residents. He shared, “I am looking 
forward to meeting the residents and 
their families. I hope to truly serve them 

as campus pastor by leading Bible Studies 
and informal worship services. Also, I hope 
to give spiritual counsel to the residents as 
we face many issues prevalent in today’s 
world. Most of all, I look forward to serving 
God by serving them.”

Pastor Martin will be on campus about 
twenty hours each week, leading weekly 
Bible study and ministering to residents, 
their families and staff. 

“We have been looking forward to 
adding a pastor to the staff at Ashland 
for some time, and it’s a joy to see Pastor 
Ken’s obvious heart for ministry,” said 
Administrator Derek Tamm.  “He will be a 

Martin Selected to Serve as New Campus 
Pastor at the Baptist Home-Ashland

great fit, providing the spiritual care that 
we associate with the Baptist Homes and 
Healthcare Ministries.”

Pastor Martin smiles outside the Baptist 
Home-Ashland campus office.

This week, we enjoyed a great 
turnout at our spring campuswide 
BBQ!  Gathering in the Congregate 
Living common room, we took 
advantage of the opportunity to try 
some of our local Ashland cuisine, 
from Trail Boss BBQ.  Groups quickly 
formed around tables as we ate well 
and enjoyed each other’s company.

As a special treat, we were joined by 
the latest addition to our Ashland 
staff, Rev. Ken Martin.  Rev. Martin is 
serving as our Campus Director of 
Pastoral Care, helping to provide the 
much-needed spiritual care that is an 
integral part of Baptist Homes and 
Healthcare Ministries’ philosophy of 
care.  He has more than 40 years of 
pastoral experience, and he shared his 
heart for ministry with the group that 
gathered before blessing the food and 
time together.  

If you’re interested in more 
information about our growing 
community or our future plans, please 
contact our Ashland office at (573) 
657-0506.

Some of the ladies visiting over BBQ.

Everyone was very eager 
to try all the delicious 
food!



Arcadia Valley
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Mary Rankin received some help 
planting her flowers from staffer, 
Mandy.

Jane Johnson looked as 
beautiful as the flowers 
she was planting.

Activities Director Debbie Boswell 
assisted Carolyn Noe with planting 
her flowers.

Norma Jones enjoyed a 
day of planting beautiful 
flowers.

Maxine Parkes loved 
her rose and Mother’s 
Day treats!

Ruth Ann Short and Barbara Mar-
tin with their roses provided by 
the activities department.

Mary Bolton enjoyed 
her Mother’s Day tea.

Joyce Corpening smiled after her 
Mother’s Day activity and tea.

Susie Tucker celebrated Cinco-
de-Mayo by taking a swing at the 
pinata! Vernon Long joined in 

on the Cinco-de-Mayo 
celebration!

That pinata did not stand a chance 
against Fred Davis!

Marjorie Ellsworth 
donned a sombero and 
maracas for Cinco-de-
Mayo.

Ed Goodwin could hardly 
wait to dig into his 
strawberry shortcake!

Frances Turley and Wanda Purvis 
waited patiently for their turn to 
plant the flowers they picked out.

Jeannine Ferguson 
looked pretty in pink 
and purple for her 

glamour 

Jo Pace looked beautiful in blue as 
she posed for her glamour shot!



Campus News
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Campus NeedsCAMPUS INFORMATION

Welcome New 
Resident!!

Immediate Need: Kleenex; White Towels (Large); Clothing Protectors: 
Washcloths (colored); Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; 
Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s 
socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes 
and combs; Small mist bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; 
Long straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt (half or more 
yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family friendly); Adult coloring 
books; Body wash; Hair Pics; Standard watch batteries, size 377; Scrapbook 
paper and picture frames (all sizes); Small BINGO Prizes @ $1.00.

For more information, contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573)546-7429.

Judith Velten
Reformed LDS
April 29

* Not Pictured: Marlene Wynn, The 
Rock Church of St. Louis, May 22

Congratulations to May 
Employee of the Month,  
Chelsea Randazzo, CMT/
CNA. 

Raymond Giles wasn’t 
going to let the women 
have all the fun with the 
glamour shots!

Ramona Harpending 
looked absolutely 
gorgeous in green!!

Elba Womack looked like 
the Belle of the Ball in 
blue!

Virginia White was 
perfect in pink posing 
for her glamour shot!

BIRTHDAYS
Jun   5      Philip Corpening (IL), FBC of 
                  Crestwood, St. Louis.
Jun   13   Jane Johnson (IL), FBC, Farmington.
Jun   24   Beauford Jones (IL), FBC, Ironton.
Jun   25   Angela Hisserich, Ironton.
Jun   29   Maxine Parkes, First Baptist, Ferguson.

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun   19   Bill and Jo Ann Davis (IL), FBC, Ellis Grove,     
                  IL.

(IL) Independent Living

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT THE FACILITY
May   14   Eugene Fisher, First Southern Baptist,   
                   Troy.



Chillicothe
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Mary Belle Tedder 
enjoyed a visit from her 
pup!

Lovie Johnson enjoyed 
a beautiful, sunny day!

The men’s coffee group gathered 
to enjoy some guy-time!

Don Cassada had a great time 
visiting with friends at men’s 
coffee.

Spencer Hutson and wife, Valerie, 
had a nice visit with their friend, 
Helen Wilkinson, before Chapel 
Service.

Dorothy Lindley had a big smile on 
Russell Stover Day!

Ethel Thompson’s family threw 
her a surprise birthday party!

Lee and Arlene Borders shared a 
picture of their two great- 
grandchildren.

Mary Jones proudly 
displayed a picture of 
her siblings.

Nancy Baker shared a picture of 
herself and two sisters.

Opal Griffin flashed a 
grin because she was off 
to a good start.

Ruth Gray wore sun-
glasses to enjoy the 
afternoon.

Phyllis Roberts shared 
a picture of her late 
husband and their son, 
George, at 10 years old.

Nancy McKerlie was 
delighted to have a 
visit from her sister to 
celebrate her birthday!

Betty Phillips enjoyed one of her fa-
vorite things--doing some sewing.

Betty Beaird shared a 
laugh after getting her 
hair done.



Postage Stamps; Clorox wipes/Lysol wipes; Kleenex; Denture 
Tabs; Body Wash; Baby Oil; Washcloths; Bath Towels; Body 
Spray; Lotions; BINGO Prizes and Birthday Gifts @ $1.00 each; 
Fitted Flannel Sheets (twin size, extra long); International 
Coffee - Regular & Sugar Free; Disposable Eyeglass wipes; 
Tissue Paper for Gifts.

Capital Needs: Cash donations can be given for capital needs 
such as: nurse monitoring call system and window repairs for 
independent living.

For more information contact
Angie Hamilton, ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org

(660) 646-6219

Campus News
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Campus Needs
CAMPUS INFORMATION

Welcome New Residents

Maria Greiner
New Life Fellowship, 
Chillicothe 
April 26

Lawrence Schneider
St. Columbian Catholic,
Chillicothe 
April 26

Irma Templeman
United Methodist,
Chillicothe 
May 4

Nancy Baker
Fellowship of
Greenwood 
April 30

Bill Wilhite was 
surprised by a visit 
from his nieces and 
nephews!

Peggy Hunter and 
her beautiful flowers 
from her daughter, 
Amy.

Tammy Burton, 
housekeeping, was 

awarded May 
Employee of the 

Month.

Kay Gannon had a 
great visit with her 
sister and stepson.

BIRTHDAYS
Jun   9      Ruth Marlay (IL), First Baptist, Chillicothe.
Jun   17   Edwin Corzette, Dawn.
Jun   24   Rowena Staples, Chillicothe.
Jun   27   Loreen McDonald (IL), Jamesport Methodist,  
  Jamesport.
Jun   28   Judith Mora, Coon Creek Baptist, Trenton.

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun   1     William and Joanna Smith (IL), Cornerstone  
  Baptist, Chillicothe.
   



Ozark
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Pansy Lindsey showed-off her 
manicure.

Dominoes was a huge hit around 
Ozark.

Joyce Butts had to 
spread out into the 
hallway with her 
scrapbooking.

Evelyn Little, Nola Pattengill and 
Susan Collins enjoyed apple-soda 
and a snack.

Juanita Hatch tried to 
get herself a strike!

Marilyn Williams 
enjoyed planting some 
flowers.

Residents out and about for a nice 
joyride on a beautiful day!

Some of the ladies enjoyed a 
painting activity.

Charlene Davis enjoyed 
the sunshine while 
planting flowers.

Juanita Hatch and her 
grandaughter had a lovely visit!

Tom Sharp  said he 
could not remember the 
last time he had cotton 
candy.

Joyce Butts looked as 
pretty as a spring day on 
Mother’s Day.

Peggy Smith spun the wheel for 
candy.

Elanda McCoy and 
Dorthy Campbell 
enjoyed petting a pony.

Morton Rose was happy to be 
outside and shopping on a 
beautiful, sunny day!

Betty Ragsdale and 
Marjorie Crum loved 
petting the pony.
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Campus News

 Immediate Need: Facial Tissue, Hand & Body Lotion, Body Wash       
 For Hygiene Care: Poise Pads size 5-6; Liquid Pump Soap; Liquid    
 Soap Refills; Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive      
 cream; Toothpaste.
 
 For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed      
 Animals and Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Solar Bobble Heads;  
 Necklaces (except for Mardi Gras Beads from dollar stores); Word  
 Search Puzzles (Large Print); Nice items from $1 store for Bingo  
 (ex. Dried fruit, name brand bags of candy, seasonal decor).

 Capital Needs: 6 Air Conditioner units; drainage pipes.  Cash    
 donations can also be given for capital needs such as: new     
 concrete patios.

For more information contact Amanda Keltner, 
akeltner@thebaptisthome.org

(417) 581-2101

  WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS!!!

Campus Needs

CAMPUS INFORMATION

Lola Marzelle Perkins
FBC Ozark
May 17

Glenna Baumgardner
Ozark
May 10

Yvonne Swadley and her son, Gary, 
and daughter-in-law, Treva, had a 
nice visit.

Evelyn Little celebrated 
her 95th birthday! 
Happy Birthday!!!

Pat Wertz chose a muffin 
from the Muffins for 
Mom table.

Kathleen Ricard said, 
“ABSOLUTELY!” when 
asked if she wanted 
cotton candy!

BIRTHDAYS 
Jun   4     William Sutherlin (IL), Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield.
Jun   7     Marjorie Crum, FBC, Ozark.
Jun   11   Linda Harper (IL), Schweitzer United Methodist, 
                  Springfield.
Jun   13   Maxine Rhoades (IL), FBC, Ozark.
Jun   17   Delbert Dickson (IL), Hopedale Baptist, Ozark.
Jun   18   Eula Bunch, Glenstone Baptist, Springfield.
Jun   21   Maxine Hartley, Grandview Missionary Baptist, 
                  Springfield.
Jun   23   Pat Wertz, John Knox Presbyterian, Kansas City.
Jun   24   Glenna Baumgardner, Ozark.
Jun   28   Pamela Benton (IL), Second Baptist, Springfield.
Jun   30   Harlan Spurgeon (IL), University Heights Baptist, 
                  Springfield.

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun   5     Thomas and Sally Harper (IL), First Baptist, Ozark.
Jun   11   Harvey and Anna Wright (IL), First Baptist, Springfield.
Jun   12   Ivan and Norma Nyberg (IL), First Baptist, Ozark.
Jun   26   Tracy* and Susan Onnen, LDS, Ozark.
Jun   29   Jim and Tibby Martin (IL), Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield.
 

(IL) Independent Living 
* Not a resident of Baptist Homes

Employee of the Month was awarded 
to Dietary Aide, Boris Kelley.
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Pastor Rob Hurtgen told me what he 
knows about the relationship of his church, 
First-Chillicothe and Baptist Homes. In 
the early 1980s, a senior adult layman 
approached then-pastor, Dr. Don Palmer. 
The layman was concerned about his own 
physical needs as he was aging. He knew of 
The Baptist Home in Ironton, (Arcadia Val-
ley), and the reputation they had for care 
from a Christian perspective. He wanted 
the kind of care that the Home was known 
for but did not want to be that far away 
from his family and friends. 

Born out of this desire and need, the pur-
suit began with an extensive letter writing 
campaign. After a long extensive effort on 
the part of the pastor, layman and many 
others from North Missouri, the support 
was gained for a Baptist Home campus in 
north Missouri, namely Chillicothe.

Pastor Rob’s father, Richard Hurtgen, was 

pastoring in Milan, Missouri, 
when Rob was growing-up. 
They would pass by the 
developing campus of the 
Baptist Home-Chillicothe 
on their way to Grand Oaks 
Baptist Assembly for church 
camp. Years later, Richard 
served as the campus pastor 
for the Chillicothe campus. 
So, when Rob became pastor 
at First-Chillicothe in 2012, 
he already knew a lot about 
the Baptist Homes. 

Pastor Rob said, “The 
Baptist Home-Chillicothe 
has impacted our church in 
many ways. We have mis-

sion groups go there. We’ve done Bible 
studies, Vacation Bible School, and worked 
with the campus pastor in many ways. Our 
Children’s Choir does performances there, 
too. First-Chillicothe supports the Baptist 
Homes through a budgeted amount in 
addition to special offerings. They also pro-
vide volunteers that help in many ways.”

Through the years, many residents of the 
Home have become members of First-
Chillicothe, even though they knew they 
would not be able to attend in person. 
They joined for the reassurance of having a 
home church nearby. 

First-Chillicothe ministers to them 
quarterly by deacons bringing the Lord’s 
Supper to them and caring for them along-
side Baptist Homes’ staff. Through the years, 
many of Baptist Homes’ staff have made 
First-Chillicothe their church home.

We asked Pastor Rob 
what the biggest value 
the Baptist Homes has 
over other care and 
retirement communi-
ties, and why would he 
recommend to other pas-
tors that they encourage 
their seniors to consider 
coming to one of the 
Homes for care. 

Pastor Rob said, “First 
of all, the Christ family 

that the Baptist Homes is and the example 
of sanctity of human life from conception 
to the end of natural life is a strong part of 
the Baptist Homes. Ultimately, it is a family 
decision where a senior goes for care, and 
the location of the campus in proximity to 
their family plays a big part of that decision 
as well. However, the quality of care and the 
commitment to sanctity of life should frame 
the approach the care for their loved one 
receives. The Baptist Homes are not a place 
to come to die but a place to come live out 
your years with life and vitality. The staff 
are there to make sure the residents have 
quality of life, and I’ve observed how they 
take time with them.”

Joyce Stark was one of the first 
employees at the new Baptist Home-
Chillicothe campus when it opened in 
1988, and served as the activities director 
for 30 years before her retirement. Joyce is 
an active layperson at First-Chillicothe and 
continues to volunteer at the Home in her 
retirement. She shared, “The relationship 
between the church and the Home has 
been very helpful with visiting residents, 
hosting events, and bringing programs. A 
ladies auxiliary was started that helped and 
included the residents. First-Chillicothe and 
other local churches have always been very 
helpful.”

From Seed to Harvest
By Spencer Hutson, Church Relations Specialist

Rev. Rob Hurtgen (center) pictured with his parents, 
Janet and Richard Hurtgen, after preaching during 
Spiritual Focus Week on the Chillicothe campus. At the 
time of this photo Richard Hurtgen was serving as the 
campus pastor.

Joyce Stark enjoying a visit with Phyllis 
Roberts.

First-Chillicothe Children’s Choir performing for residents.



Gifts given April 24, 2021 - May 21, 2021

IN HONOR OF

The Baptist Home Mothers on Mother’s 
Day by Mrs. Jane Johnson, Ironton.
Twila Bennett by Mrs. Betty Morris, 
Independence.
George and Jeanette’s Wedding An-
niversary by Mr. and Mrs. George R. 
Ashley, St. James.
Eloise Jennings by Mrs. Glenda Dillon, 
Lebanon.
Peggy Smith by Ms. Elizabeth J. Smith, 
Houston, TX.
Lucy Wagner by Mrs. Betty Morris, 
Independence.
Wedding Anniversary by Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Jordan, Buckner.

IN MEMORY OF

Dana Campbell by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Joy Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Good-
win, Warrensburg.
Betty Lee Hayes by Mrs. Roberta Sher-
man, Ironton; J. Diane Hayes, Festus.
Peggy Mattingly by Ms. Patricia Haus, 
Ironton.
Dorothy P. Perry by Ms. Lew Ann Perry, 
Clarkdale, AZ.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. 
Clerc, Affton.
Robert Shrimpton by Mike and Carol 
Henley, Dardenne Prairie.
Jack Austin Smith by Ms. Elizabeth J. 
Smith, Houston, TX.
Violet Zumalt by Mr. James A. Zumalt, 
Chesterfield.

Honorariums & 
Memorials
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The Sanctity of Human Life is an issue 
that should constantly and consistently 
challenge our thinking and actions.  When 
I see a phrase that is used to define an 
issue, it is helpful for me to go back to 
definitions of the individual words that 
make up the phrase. By doing this, I gain 
an understanding or renew my support for 
the issue.  There are many other cultural 
phrases that can be associated with 
Sanctity of Human Life, but let us start with 
this one.

First, sanctity is defined as “holiness of life,” 
and “the quality of being sacred.”  I must 
add the definition of sacred.  I find five 
listed definitions of sacred, by choosing 
select ones I come up with the following: 
--Worthy and entitled of respect.  
--Highly valued and important.

Then I see there are twenty listed 
definitions of life.  From those definitions I 
get these key thoughts:
--Spiritual existence
--The period from birth to death
--The period of existence, and living beings.

From all of this, I come up with this 
challenging question.  “Do my thoughts 
and actions show others what I hold 
sacred, with respect, in all phases and 
aspects of life, from beginning to end?”  

There are other questions as well, but I will 
start here.  If I am completely honest, the 
answer is “Yes, for the most part.”

Culturally speaking, this issue is most 
often dealing with the two ends of life, the 
beginning and the end.  However, there 
are some important issues in the middle as 
well.  But for my role as campus pastor in 
a Baptist Home, I am concerned about the 
end of life.  

Then, I think of other definitions of life that 
come into play.  The dreaded debate of 
quality and quantity.
 
When my residents asked me the 
difficult question, “Why am I still here?” 
I want to answer with how I see value 
and purpose from them to me, directly.  I 
start with, “You provide me with a job.”  
However, I quickly move into other areas.  
I see the pain they are experiencing, 
both mentally and physically.  I hear the 
emotional pain in their voice.  And that is 
my challenge, to keep showing respect to 
all as long as God grants them breath.  

I conclude with this verse from 
Deuteronomy 30:19, “I call heaven and 
earth as witnesses against you today that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing 
and curse. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live.”

Being Challenged Again with 
Sanctity of Human Life
by Steven Moseley, Campus Pastor, Baptist Home – Chillicothe

Campus Pastor Steve Moseley having some fun with resident, Miriam Stelplugh.

It is through all gifts, both large and 
small, that we are able to continue 
our ministry to the aging. Thank 
you for your ongoing gifts of time, 
talents and resources which are so 
vital to the continued success of this 
dynamic and authentic ministry.

To donate online, visit 
thebaptisthome.org/donate.


