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“Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a 
righteous life.” -  Psalm 1631

Most of  the aging ministry of  The Baptist 
Home Foundation that I do occurs overseas.  
It is great work, and we serve with so many 
wonderful partners in the world. Last year one 
of  our significant partners stateside, the Center 
for Global Connections at Southwest Baptist 
University, said they had some students who for 
one reason or another could not go to global 
destinations yet wanted to engage in ministry 
to the elderly.

Because “where there’s will, there’s a way,” 
Center Director, Diana Gallamore, who had 
taken a SBU team to The Baptist Home-Ozark 
for preparation for their House of  Mercy 
assignment in Belarus two years ago, asked 
if  some of  these students could serve at the 
Ozark campus.

Vera Cline, the new administrator at TBH-Ozark 
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Baptist Home Advancement Officer Tommy Goode visits with SBU students during Global Fest. 

You can follow these stories and more by following our 
Facebook page, facebook.com/TheBaptistHomeFoundation.

was just coming on board, taking the helm from 
long-time administrator, Sammy Allen.  Before 
Vera had caught her breath, she enthusiastically 
supported the idea.  The rest is history.
 
Tommy Goode, Southwest Missouri The Baptist 
Home Advancement Officer, and I met some of  
these students at the CGC’s annual Global Fest in 
September on the SBU campus.  We were excited 
that yet there are young people driven by ministry 
interests and eager to engage with the aging. One 
of  the young people had already been serving in a 
care facility. 
 
These young people do activities with the 
residents, such as, read to the residents, help them 
write notes/letters, become picture puzzle partners, 
play board games, do light maintenance work if  
the staff  gets overwhelmed, deliver newspapers 
and magazines, provide special music, help serve 
any meal or help a resident with his/her meal, 
share pictures of  each other’s lives, lead in games, 

prepare holiday programs, and generally work 
under the direction of  the activities director on 
campus.
 
The Center has just completed its first semester 
with this partnership and already making 
plans for additional students and tweaking the 
current program.  The Baptist Home Foundation 
is so grateful for the strength of  this student 
partnership in the way it serves seniors and is 
looking forward to other ways that its ministry can 
serve college campuses. 

SBU Director Diana Gallamore, Center 
for Global Connections


