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“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work 
and the love that you have shown for his name in 
serving the saints, as you still do.” 
– Hebrews 6:10 ESV

When Steven Jones, The Baptist Home (TBH) and 
The Baptist Home Foundation (TBHF) President, and 
I stepped into Cuba in 2016, we did not fully know 
what to expect.  We began to hear the words and see 
the needs of the Cuban Christians as they strove to 
minister with so few resources. From the beginning, 
they were, and remain today, gracious, warm, open 
and welcoming in the name of the Christ we all serve.

The Baptist Home Foundation began to focus on the 
needs of the aging, as we do wherever we are invited.  
The immediate need was the attention to Hogar 
Ancionas, “Home for Old People,” the Baptist nursing 
home of the Eastern Baptist Convention of Cuba.  We 
have come alongside its administrator, Donis and 
Ruth Abella Hernandez.  Donis was a mountain pastor 
who was asked to build this place, and now he is its 
first and only administrator. We partner with their 
ministry to ensure they have their resident needs’ met 
spiritually, socially, and medically. 

The next opportunity that passed before us was 
the plight of the retired Cuban pastors and widows. 
These dear saints receive a very small pension from 
the Eastern Convention.  Some have homes that leak. 
Some need refrigerators they cannot afford to get. 

Some lack food resources.   We at 
The Baptist Home Foundation will 
look at the options we have to 
help these aging pastors and their 
spouses.

TBHF then began to take a long 
look at how to help them move 
to next levels of leadership.  What 
do they need to serve this island 
nation so close to our borders yet 
so far in so many ways?   It did not 
take us long to discover that we 
could help them raise up trained 
leadership for their care ministries.  
Social work was ruled illegal for 
churches when Fidel Castro came to power in 1959.  He 
wanted the government to assume this to demonstrate 
how much the government cared for the people.  That 
barrier now has been lowered.

Now, for the first time since the Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary (EBTS) began in 1949, Southwest 
Baptist University faculty in the area of social work will 
travel to the seminary in January 2019 for a preview 
trip.   It is hoped that in July 2019, EBTS will offer an 
orientation to social work for Christians. Leading will 
be the SBU faculty team who will spend one week on 
that campus.  EBTS Academic Dean, Eddy Gonzales, will 
guide them to places where individual believers and 
churches have begun serving in social work settings. 

What benefit will this 
academic and practical 
education provide the 
young, emerging Cuban 
leaders?  A social work 
program will train 
Christian leaders for the 
hospitals, medical clinics, 
and nursing homes in 
the country.  They will 
discover other care 
services now unknown to 
us  (e.g., mental health 
agencies and substance 
abuse clinics).  Cuban 
believers may be able to 

influence state and local governments, including child 
welfare agencies and orphanage ministries.  Public 
schools and other youth-serving organizations are the 
kind of institutions that can call on social services for 
support help.

Churches there continue to grow. New churches 
are springing forth.  Baptisms are increasing across 
the island. Another campus for EBTS is in the early 
construction stage.  From this growth of young 
believers will come church and institutional leadership 
to become pastors, church planters and Matthew 25 
leaders.

As Marcos, a young, Cuban believer said to us recently, 
“We want to serve God!”  May God grant The Baptist 
Home Foundation and Southwest Baptist University, 
as well as others, a rich opportunity. This opportunity 
is to invite Marcos and all young, Christian Cubans to 
become trained leaders in Christ’s name!

Classroom at the Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Cuba.

Southwest Baptist University Faculty Team members traveling to Cuba: Dwayne 
Walker, Neoma Sanders and Diana Gallamore. 


