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The field is the world…. Matthew 13:38

China and Norway are early global 
links to The Baptist Home. However, 
it is Belarus that The Baptist Home 
and Missouri Baptists have “cut their 
teeth on.”   From 1993-2000, hundreds 
of Missouri churches and leaders 
participated in the cooperative efforts 
with the Baptist Union of Belarus.  
Critical areas of Kingdom advancement 
got best efforts.

Five years forward came another and 
equally daunting request from the 
Belarusians.  This time the ask was for 
help in raising funds to build their first 
nursing home. They had seen a model in 
the USA and knew this could help their 
elderly and families. The gifts from many 
churches and individuals, along with 
The Baptist Home Foundation (TBHF), 
started the work that now serves 33 
residents.  It has been 13 years this July 
since The Baptist Home representatives 
walked into that visionary setting to say 
“yes.” 

The House of Mercy is a showcase 
of the finest Christian care possible 

for residents. There is great, 
compassionate pastoral and 
administrative leadership along with 
the same personal care by staff.  The 
House of Mercy provides healthy 
nutrition, a wonderful campus 
environment, and multi-generational 
activities. Foremost is the strong 
Christian focus of daily prayer, Bible 
studies and music of the faith. 
Residents have access to the audio 
Bible.  Gifts of all kinds still come into 
The Baptist Home for the ministry of 
the House of Mercy. 

The House of Mercy website is www.
dmkobrin.org/en/. Also, the Facebook 
page @KobrinMercyHouse will deliver 
an additional source for information and 
photos.

In addition to the House of Mercy ministry, 
TBHF has also had the privilege of 
teaching on the campus of Minsk Baptist 
Theological Seminary. As recently as June 
2018, the seminary has also asked for help 
in developing an additional program to 
train pastors and laypersons. Christian 
Social Ministries is a desired program in 
many places TBHF serves. 

The current program TBHF offers 
overseas is called the Certificate 
of Ministry with Older Generations.  
It features courses that provide 
a balanced foundation for 
understanding aging. The course- 
work also focuses on practical skills 
and an internship. Core competencies 
for students are set forth that can 
help the aging in the churches and 
communities those churches serve.
National leadership is needed to 

help people address the issues facing a 
globally aging world. TBHF also wants to 
encourage nationals to enter careers in the 
field of aging.  Minsk Seminary joins the 
programming that TBHF also does at the 
Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Lviv.
 
The Baptist Home’s mission to help aging 
humanity is strengthened through the 
Foundation’s Global Aging Missions 
projects. It is the same burden Dr. Milford 
Riggs felt when he started The Baptist 
Home, along with his wife, Mary, in 1913.  
Follow the work of global aging missions 
on TBH website, www.thebaptisthome.
org/foundation, or the Facebook page, The 
Baptist Home Foundation.

The Baptist House of Mercy, Kobrin, Belarus

Baptist House of Mercy staff ministers to resident with dementia.


