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Baptist Home President Steven Jones and 
Global Aging Missions Specialist Roger Hatfield 
recently returned from a week long mission trip 
to Cuba. Roger provided us with the following 
report.  

They sang as unto the Lord, as if their very lives had 
depended on their faith alone, these Cuban believers 
did.  They came from the dark streets into the light of 
the church, maybe 200-300 of them, from children 
to the aged. Respectfully, they moved the Americans 
to the front of the church in seats reserved for the 
honored.  We felt out of place with these courageous 
and committed people. 

With a joyful dance unto the Lord, every tongue was 
singing the inspiring new songs of the emerging 
church. Smiles were all around, showcasing spar-
kling eyes,...eyes that had seen incredibly difficult 
days in this island nation left out from the develop-
ing Americas since 1959. 

A few miles outside Santiago de Cuba, home to the 
Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention, is the “Baptist Home” of 
Eastern Cuba, the Hogar Ancianos.  The home’s full-time 
administrator, Donis Hernandez Abella, met us, graciously 
serving us lunch with a tour of the campus. This home 
to nine residents revealed the lodging and social areas 
along with a gorgeous, open-air chapel, laundry area, a 
non-functioning dental office, a basic nursing suite lacking 
meds, and farm animals. This reminded us of The Baptist 
Home, a working farm in the early days.

Meanwhile, one of the team visited Gaspar de Cardenas, 
another Baptist nursing home outside of Havana.  It is a 
bleaker picture of life for these nearly 30 residents.  No hot 
water, operating on the minimal, there is never enough to 
go around. The staff here, like in Santiago, are highly com-
mitted to compassionate care of the elderly.  Walls need 
painting; facilities need upgrading.  Giving leadership 
to this initiative is Dr. Victor Gonzales, long-time Cuban 
oncologist, the only layman who has been president of 
the Western Baptist Convention of Cuba.  To show the 

vision, nearby property for the purpose of building a 
community center has been bought through gifts that 
will allow more assistive resident type of accommoda-
tions. 

The Baptist Home Foundation in this trip was 
responding to a call from God to “come and see.”  We 
did so, and have been confronted with Holy Scripture, 
“When someone has been given much, much will 
be required in return; and when someone has been 
entrusted with much, even more will be required.” 
New Living Translation Luke1248b

Roger’s full report can be read in the June 2016 
editon of The Baptist Home Newsletter, avail-
able for free by calling 866-454-2709 or online 
at www.thebaptisthome.org/archives.

Baptist Home President Steven Jones greets 
residents at a Baptist nursing home in Santiago 
de Cuba. 


