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On April 1st, under a clear blue sky, we 
celebrated the Grand Opening of our 
first congregate living apartment 
building with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony followed immediately by a 
site dedication for the future care 
facility and Duke-Nelson Chapel. In 
attendance were current and former 
Baptist Homes’ staff and trustees, city 
and state officials, along with donors 
and project supporters. 

The central Missouri property was 
purchased debt-free from funds 
provided by The Baptist Home 
Foundation in 2014. Upon completion 
of Phase II of the 73-acre property just 
north of Ashland and west of Hwy 63, 
the campus will be a complete 
continuum of care retirement 
community offering independent 
(active) living, assisted living, 
intermediate care and skilled care. 

In addition, at the heart of the new care 
facility will be the Duke-Nelson Chapel, 
made possible through the generosity 
of several donors and a $100,000 

Challenge Grant from the J.E. 
and L.E. Mabee Foundation 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Campus Administrator 
Derek Tamm said, “Today 
was a great day to celebrate 
a significant milestone in 
the development of this 
beautiful campus while 
setting the wheels in motion 
for Phase II of the project, the 

care facility and chapel.”

In addition to providing 
educational resources 

and advocacy for the aging, we are 
committed to providing quality, 
compassionate care at each of our 
campus locations.  We currently have 
three fully operational continuum of 
care retirement communities across 
Missouri in Arcadia Valley (Ironton), 
Chillicothe and Ozark, each offering 
a distinctively Christian setting with 
full-time campus pastors available to 
minister to residents, their families and 
staff. 

President Dr. Rodney Harrison shared, 
“Today the Baptist Homes’ family of 

residents, staff, friends and partners 
celebrated God’s faithfulness. The 
dedication of the congregate living 
apartments is a significant milepost 
for the Ashland campus. To be able to 
break ground on the continuum of care 
facility and Duke-Nelson Chapel on the 
same day is nothing short of amazing. 
It is my prayer that current and future 
residents will experience a Christlike 
environment and quality of care.”

For application and rates information, 
visit thebaptisthome.org/Ashland.

Ribbon Cutting and Groundbreaking Ceremony
 Held at the Baptist Home in Ashland

Baptist Home President Dr. Rodney Harrison cuts the 
ribbon at the Grand Opening of the new Congregate 
Living Apartments at the Baptist Home-Ashland campus.

Baptist Homes representatives gathered 
to break ground and pray at the site of the 
future care facility and Duke-Nelson Chapel. 
From left to right, Eugene Butler, trustee, 
Dr. John Yeats, MBC Executive Director, Ted 
Middleton, trustee, Dr. Ken Parker, board 
chairman, Doug Funk, trustee, Kenette 
Harder, trustee, Alan Brock, trustee, Mike 
McMullen, trustee, Dr. Ron Mackey, vice 
president of community engagement.

Rendering of Baptist 
Home-Ashland care facility 
with Duke-Nelson Chapel 
provided by PWArchitects.

cont’d next page
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CAMPUS INFORMATION

Ashland Campus News

Front of Congregate Living 
Apartment building.

Shared gathering space. Communal Kitchen.

Hallway to individual apartments Private kitchen Handicap accessible bathrooms 
with wheel-in shower in each 
apartment.Welcome New Residents!

Residents enjoyed getting to know each 
other during a Group Bible study in the new 
shared gathering space.

Ken Madlin
Calvary Heritage, 
Columbia
April 1

Carolyn Guelbert
Heartland Baptist,
St. Louis
April 1

James Eichelberger
Parkade, Columbia 
April 1

Vicki Medley
Broadway Christian,
Columbia
April 1

Marilyn Richey
Columbia
April 1 BIRTHDAYS 

May   24    Keith McGowan, First Baptist, Jefferson 
City.

After the ceremony, guests were invited to take a tour of the newly completed housing and were asked not to disturb at least 
two of the units as new residents were moving in that same day! The new housing features twelve spacious, one-bedroom 
apartments, a large common living room with a fireplace for socializing and visits, covered parking, video security, keyless 
entries, walk-in showers, and a fully equipped, modern kitchen. To date, six of the units have been leased. 

* not pictured

For application and rates information, visit 
thebaptisthome.org/Ashland.
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Todd and Carolyn Pridemore are 
members of First Baptist Church in 
Jefferson City and have supported The 
Baptist Home (Baptist Homes & 
Healthcare Ministries) for several years. 

Todd is no stranger to the ministry of 
the Baptist Homes having served on 
staff as the lead advancement officer for 
central Missouri and the capital 
campaign for the construction of the 
new Baptist Home-Ashland campus 
for two years. It was through Todd’s 
efforts that the funds were raised 
for infrastructure needs and the 
construction of a future care facility and 
chapel. 

Todd also served on staff at Memorial 
Baptist in Columbia for several years 
and now has a new role as the director 
of advancement of University of 
Missouri Healthcare.

Todd was able to witness some of the 
fruit of his labor at the ribbon cutting 
and groundbreaking ceremony at the 
Baptist Home-Ashland campus on 
April 1st. The Pridemores joined many 

others for the celebration of the grand 
opening of the new congregate living 
apartment building and the dedication 
for the site of the new 60-bed care 
facility and Duke-Nelson Chapel, which 
he was instrumental in helping to raise 
funds to build. 

Todd expressed confidence in the 
ministry saying, “I believe in the 
100-plus-year history of The Baptist 
Home, and its reputation for quality 
healthcare. Others in the Columbia- 
Jefferson City area have voiced to me 
their excitement for this type of facility 
and the spiritual element Baptist Homes 
offers. Strategically, it is only 5 miles 
from Columbia Regional Airport which 
serves as a real benefit for families who 
are spread out across the nation and 
can get to see their beloved family 
members with greater access than 
some other location.”

When asked about his reason for 
financially supporting the Home, 
Todd explained that Carolyn’s mother 
suffered 10 years with poor health 
and was in other facilities. When 

the development of the Ashland 
campus became a reality, Todd and 
Carolyn were able to make a personal 
commitment and gave a gift in 
memory of her mother, Ellen Horton. 

As a resident of Ashland, Todd shared, 
“We are very thankful that Baptist 
Homes chose this for their central 
Missouri location.” 

We are thankful for the Pridemores and 
so many others whose generous gifts 
have made the dream of a central 
Missouri campus a reality. 

From Dream to Reality: The Pridemores

Carolyn and Todd Pridemore

by Spencer Hutson, Church Relations Specialist

Hosted by Dr. Andy Braams, pastor, 
adjunct professor at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and host of 
Christian Educator Weekly podcast.

   Baptist Homes
                              and Healthcare Ministries

����
BAPTIST
HOMES

What Comes Next?

Check out our interview with Administrator 
Derek Tamm, entitled “Celebrating the Past and 

Preparing for the Future at the Ashland Campus” 
as he shares  “What Comes Next?” and offers sage 

advice about the importance of planning for 
future aging needs before a crisis occurs. 

Listen on your favorite podcast app or via our 
landing page, biblicalperspectivesonaging.org.

Derek Tamm



Arcadia Valley
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Ramona Harpending dressed like 
Campus Pastor Jim Wills, on look-alike 
day!

Vernon Long joked with 
the Easter Bunny as he 
received his egg.

Chris Fritschle was very proud of his 
Springtime painting of a blue bird and
 a cardinal!

Raymond Giles inspected 
his Easter egg find!

Jean Ferguson participated 
in morning chair exercises.

Susie Tucker enjoyed cookies and a visit 
from her husband, Toby.

Mary Rankin helped stuff 
Easter eggs for the local 
children.

Viginia White, Bill Lumbley, and Phil 
Corpening had a lot of eggs to fill for the 
community-wide egg hunt!

Campus Pastor Jim Wills washed the feet 
of resident Virgie Dodd as part of a special 
foot-washing ceremony, representative of 
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.



Campus News
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Campus NeedsCAMPUS INFORMATION

Welcome New 
Resident!!

Rita Nadine Aslesen
Farmington
April 16

Employee of the 
Month for April is 
Donna Cook, Head  
Cook.

Immediate Need: Kleenex; White Towels (Large); Clothing Protectors: 
Washcloths (colored); Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; 
Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s 
socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes 
and combs; Small mist bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; 
Long straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt (half or more 
yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family friendly); Adult coloring 
books; Body wash; Hair Pics; Standard watch batteries, size 377; Scrapbook 
paper and picture frames (all sizes); Small BINGO Prizes @ $1.00.

For more information, contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573)546-7429.

Ramona Harpending 
proudly displayed the 
flowers she received for 
her birthday!

Marjorie Ellsworth was 
delighted to receive 
photos her family sent 
as part of her birthday 
gifts!

BIRTHDAYS
May 2      Sherman Reed, Black Mountain 
                     General Baptist, Arcadia.
May 3      Thelma Reeder (IL), First Baptist, 
                     Farmington.
May 5      Arlene Jackson, First Baptist, Farmington.
May 11    Eugene Fisher, First Southern Baptist,        
          Troy.
May 23    Donald Hoffmann, Lower Doe Run
                     Baptist, Ellington.
(IL) - Independent Living

ANNIVERSARIES
May 22    Homer* and Myrtle Becker, First Baptist,  
          Arnold.
May 30    Dimas* and Shirley Esparza, First Baptist,  
                      Arnold.          
(*) Not a resident of the Baptist Home

Lena Patterson turned 
104-years young! She 
said she is only 104 and 
expects to see 110! 

Staffers Debbie and 
Melinda brought joy to the 
residents with their bright 
smiles and contagious 
laughter!



Chillicothe
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Lovie really enjoyed getting to visit with 
her daughter, Mary!Willa Estes received an Easter 

Lily just in time for Easter.

Residents loved spending time outside 
and taking in the scenery.

Kathryn Gooch was a big 
winner at the BINGO games 
this week!

Norma Toot worked on her magnificent 
painting! Betty Beaird took a second 

away from lunch to smile 
for the camera!

Mary Belle Tedder had some fun with 
Administrator Sherri Snider on the golf 
cart.

Kay Gannon won this cute 
Easter decoration for her 
door!

Phyllis Roberts enjoyed soaking up the 
sun with two of our therapists.



Postage Stamps; Clorox wipes/Lysol wipes; Kleenex; Denture 
Tabs; Body Wash; Baby Oil; Washcloths; Bath Towels; Body 
Spray; Lotions; BINGO Prizes and Birthday Gifts @ $1.00 each; 
Fitted Flannel Sheets (twin size, extra long); International 
Coffee - Regular & Sugar Free; Disposable Eyeglass wipes; 
Tissue Paper for Gifts.

Capital Needs: Cash donations can be given for capital needs 
such as: nurse monitoring call system and window repairs for 
independent living.

For more information contact
Angie Hamilton, ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org

(660) 646-6219

Campus News
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Campus Needs

CAMPUS INFORMATION

Welcome New Residents

Emma Gardner was delighted to meet Cocoa 
the miniature pony and talked about riding 
horses as a child.

Campus Pastor Steven Moseley helped 
Clinton Taylor read a letter from his son. 

Activities Director Angie 
Hamilton (pictured with 
Lisa Moseley and Sherri 

Snider) is our April 
Employee of the Month! 

Catharina Miller
Holy Cross Lutheran,
Kansas City
March 31

Lucy Wagner
Immanuel Baptist,
Independence
April 6

BIRTHDAYS

May  15    Donald Thompson, Highview Baptist,Chillicothe.
May  17   Mildred Kaye, Englewood Baptist, Gladstone.

Arlene Borders
enjoyed a slice of 
key-lime pie!



Ozark
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Beverly Church welcomed the Easter 
Bunny and Uno the Bunny to the Ozark 
campus.

Claudia Mallard hit the 
jackpot while hunting for 
eggs!

Uno the Bunny had Juanita Hatch 
remembering a childhood story about 
rabbits.

Morton Rose wanted to 
prank his wife Ruby by 
getting his nails painted!

Sue Bryan won the egg hunt 
for most eggs found!

Yvonne Swadley and Marilyn Williams 
enjoyed a nice picnic lunch at the zoo. Lucille Brown and the 

Easter Bunny shared a 
hug.

Betty Russell and Pat Wertz worked 
together to find eggs during the 
Easter Egg Hunt!

Nancy Shaddy and Marilyn Ford were
the first customers at the new coffee and 
tea bar on campus. Read more on this story 
on page 10!
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Campus News

 Immediate Need: Facial Tissue, Hand & Body Lotion, Body Wash       
 For Hygiene Care: Poise Pads size 5-6; Liquid Pump Soap; Liquid    
 Soap Refills; Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive      
 cream; Toothpaste.
 
 For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed      
 Animals and Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Solar Bobble Heads;  
 Necklaces (except for Mardi Gras Beads from dollar stores); Word  
 Search Puzzles (Large Print); Nice items from $1 store for Bingo  
 (ex. Dried fruit, name brand bags of candy, seasonal decor).

 Capital Needs: 6 Air Conditioner units; drainage pipes.  Cash    
 donations can also be given for capital needs such as: new     
 concrete patios.

For more information contact Amanda Keltner, 
akeltner@thebaptisthome.org

(417) 581-2101

  WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS!!!

Campus Needs

CAMPUS INFORMATION

Congratulations 
to our April 
Employee of the 
Month,
Sheila Hastings, 
Housekeeping. 
We appreciate 
you! 

Evelyn Little
Awakening 
Church of God,
Springfield
April 22

BIRTHDAYS 
May 10     Evelyn Little, Awakening Church of God, 
                   Springfield.
May 16     Jim Martin (IL), Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield.
May 19     Marzelle Perkins (IL), First Baptist, Ozark.
May 20   Allan Crader (IL), First Baptist, Shell Knob.
May 20     Elanda McCoy, Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield.
May 20     Mildred Marksberry, Northeast Baptist, Clinton.
May 26     Kathleen Ricard, Briar Street Baptist, Springfield.
May 28     Joyce Bewley, Ozark Assembly of God, Ozark.
May 29     Carolyn Crader (IL), First Baptist, Shell Knob.
May 29     Bill Rogers (IL), High St. Baptist, Springfield.

ANNIVERSARIES
May 13     Donald and Sue Hall (IL), Selmore Baptist, Ozark.

Nola Pattengill
Salem Baptist 
April 16

Carolyn & Bill Rogers (IL)
High Street Baptist, Springfield
April 1

Mildred Marksberry 
Northeast Baptist,
Clinton
March 26

(IL) - Independent Living

Ruby Rose
was ready 
for her 
pineapple 
trifle. Sure 
looks good!



Going through Covid during 2020 
was a challenging time, but as an 
administrator, I felt like we learned to 
appreciate the “little things.” One thing 
in particular that was taken away was 
the ability to go to a coffee house and 
have a cup of coffee with friends. One 
resident said to me that she missed the 
ability to go out and felt we needed 
more fun things to do on campus. 

After prayer, I felt like it was laid upon 
my heart to create something new. As a 
result, the idea for the coffee shop was 
born. When this idea was presented to 
the team, it was immediately embraced. 
I learned very quickly that this was 
not only something that the residents 
would enjoy, but the staff and visitors 
would love it, too. 

I would like to say a special “thank 
you” to Brian Garrison, director of 
maintenance, for building the actual 
bar out of reclaimed wood. Brian and 
his maintenance team have supported 
wholeheartedly every idea that I have 
had and made my visions come to life! I 
hope this coffee house will be bring joy 
for years to come!

Looking for an 
opportunity 
to serve? We 
are looking 
for volunteer 
baristas for just a 
few hours a day. 
Please contact 
us if you are 
interested!  Call 
(417) 581-2101
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Coffee and Tea Bar 
Opens at Ozark
It’s the Little Things
By Sonya Newton, Retired 
Campus Administrator

Baptist Homes 
& Healthcare 
Ministries 
has selected 
Joe Ulveling as 
chief operations 
officer and Dr. 
David Pulliam as 
medical director 
to provide 
enhanced 
corporate 
oversight for 
its growing 
ministry.

Both positions are firsts for the state-wide 
ministry. The announcement shared by 
Baptist Homes president Dr. Rodney 
Harrison expressed heartfelt gratitude that 
these two gifted professionals have joined 
the senior leadership team, saying, “These 
Missouri Baptist leaders bring their 
education, experience and vitality to this 
ministry and will provide valuable 
assistance in streamlining the Homes’ 
decision-making processes and overall 
efficiencies.”

Joe has a bachelor’s degree in business 
from Tennessee Temple University 
and brings significant experience 
to his new role having served 
18 years with the Missouri 
Baptist Convention in executive 
operations and properties management 
and 10 years in the finance and banking 
industry. He values excellence and ardently 
desires to maximize teamwork and 
efficiencies. 

When asked about what he loves most 
about his profession, Joe shared, “I have 
a corporate brain with a ministry heart. 
For me, I strive for teamwork and creating 
efficient processes to assist our team 
as they give great care to residents and 
families.” Joe will work from the Baptist 
Homes’ corporate office in Jefferson City. He 
and his wife, Debbie, live in Jefferson City 
and have two adult sons, Trenton who is 
married to Laura, and Tucker.  

Having served in the medical field since 
1974, Dr. David Pulliam brings a wealth of 

knowledge and experience to the Homes 
as well. As medical director, Dr. Pulliam 
will provide oversight for corporate-
wide resident care policies and offer 
expert guidance to facility leadership 
and staff as to the best development 
and implementation of infection control 
procedures, nursing and physician issues, 
and medication management. 

Dr. Pulliam is looking forward to his new 
role with the Baptist Homes and shared, 
“I enjoy helping people walk through 
especially difficult times in their lives. I 
am passionate about family integrity, 
and I would like to be of some assistance 
in helping to maintain a safe, inviting 
environment that has as many components 
of home as possible for people as they age.” 
Dr. Pulliam resides on a farm near Corder 
with his wife, Vickie, and they have four 
adult children, Gina, Ashley, Alison, and 
Camden.

Please join us in welcoming and in praying 
for Mr. Ulveling and Dr. Pulliam as they join 
our Baptist Homes’ family. 

Joe Ulveling
Chief Operations Officer

Medical Director 
Dr. David Pulliam and 

wife, Vickie. 

Baptist Homes Select Chief Operations 
Officer and Medical Director



A special “Hawaiian” celebration was held to thank 
retiring Ozark Administrator Sonya Newton for her 
service. Several residents and staff came to express 
their love and appreciation to Sonya for all her hard 
work over the past year. Current Social Services 
Director Pamela Workman has been selected to 
serve as Administrator-Elect for the Ozark campus 
and will be taking her Missouri Nursing Home 
Administrator’s license exam this summer. Pam has 
32 years of experience in long-term care and has 
served in various roles from assistant administrator 
to certified nursing assistant. Until then, Sue Joslen 
will be serving as the interim administrator. Sue is a retired nursing home administrator with 42 
years of experience in a faith-based setting. She is also a certified preceptor for nursing home 
administrators and will provide strong mentorship for Pam.
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Hoppy 
Retirement 

Sonya & Karl!!!

Baptist Homes bid fairwell to Sonya Newton and Karl Snider. 
               Congratulations on your retirement!

Karl Snider retired as the vice president of operational resources on March 31, 2021, after serving 
the ministry of The Baptist Home for 37 years. Karl began his ministry career as a bookkeeper 
in 1984 during the tenure of Ed Goodwin, superintendent. In 1998, he was promoted to office 
manager and in 2006, he became the chief financial officer for The Baptist Home and The Baptist 
Home Foundation. As a certified public accountant, Karl provided leadership in areas related 
to compliance, information technology, accounting, auditing, budgeting, and human resource 
management. Karl always felt his service to the residents and their families was a calling and never 
just a job. He will be remembered for his dedication, hard work, love for the residents, dry humor, 
and his copious number of colorful ties. We are certain he had one for every day of the year!  
During his retirement, Karl’s plans include working on various construction projects, tending to his 
bees, and spending quality time with his family, especially his granddaughter, Poppi. 

(866) 454-2709

Baptist Homes Annual 
Charity Golf Tournaments

Help support Baptist Homes and Healthcare Ministries by joining us for a fun-filled day of golf!

Baptist Home-Chillicothe  - Friday, May 28th, 2021 - Green Hills Golf Course, Chillicothe, MO         

Baptist Home-Ozark - Friday, June 25, 2021 - Rivercut Golf Course, Springfield, MO   
    
Baptist Home-Ashland - Friday, August 27, 2021 - Tanglewood Golf Course, Fulton, MO       

Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley - Friday, September 24, 2021 - Terre du Lac Country Club, Bonne Terre, MO         

For tournament details or to register, visit 
thebaptisthome.org.

Come for 
one, or 

come for all!



Honorariums & 
Memorials

Gifts given March 24, 2021 - April 23, 2021

IN HONOR OF
Lucille Brown by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E.
Nyberg, Ozark.
John T. and Susie Burney by Mr. and Mrs. 
George R. Ashley, St. James.
Dick and Betty Clark by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy.
Eloise Jennings by Mrs. Glenda Dillon, 
Lebanon.
Bob and Barbara Krofta by Nancy (Mrs. 
James) Shaddy.
Al and Bonny Langston by Nancy (Mrs. 
James) Shaddy.
Nyberg Wedding Anniversary by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ivan E. Nyberg, Ozark.
Roberta Sherman by Darrell and Lynn 
Sharick, Arnold.
Bob and Margaret Woolley by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan E. Nyberg, Ozark.

IN MEMORY OF
Timmy Alcorn by Mrs. Edwina Alcorn, 
Farmington.

Leona Asher-Reed by Kenneth Woodill, 
Orlando, FL.
Emma Jean Barker by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. 
Nyberg, Ozark.
Florence L. Brown by Ms. Nina M. 
Halbrook, St. Louis.
Ortis Carmichael by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. 
Nyberg, Ozark.
Frances Davis by Ms. Nina M. Halbrook, St. Louis.
Homer DeLozier by Dr. and Mrs. David T. 
Bunch, Smyrna, GA.
Anna Mae Faircloth by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey G. Faircloth, Park Hills.
Mary Belle Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey G. Faircloth, Park Hills.
Elaine Graf by Gary and Karen Hensiek, 
Warrenton.
Betty Lee Hayes by Doyle Needham, 
Memphis, TN.
Ellen Horton by Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
Pridemore, Ashland.
Angielee Huddleston by Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Condra, St. Peters.
Harold Hume by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. 
Nyberg, Ozark.
Joseph Johnson by Mrs. Winona 
Johnson, Bogard.
Erma Jones by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore
Jones, Park Hills.

Eugene Jones by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Jones, Park Hills.
Albert “Sonny” Miller by Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Govreau, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Stanfield, Farmington; Mark Jefferis, St. 
Louis; Mary Holzhauser, P-itman Funeral 
Home INC., Wentzville.
Bonneta Moore by Baptist Home Ozark 
Auxiliary, Mr. Tommy Harper, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan E. Nyberg, Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark. 
Carlene Pennel by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. 
Nyberg, Ozark.
Maxine Reitzel by Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Chronister, West Plains.
Virginia Riddle by Baptist Home Ozark 
Auxiliary, Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. Nyberg,
Nancy (Mrs. James)Shaddy, Ozark.
Wanda Russell by Don and Nancy Ross, St. 
Louis.
Hugh Smith by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Margaret Soell by Dr. and Mrs. Erwin F. 
Soell, Iowa Park, TX.
Nina Strodtman by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
James Paul Swadley by Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Wm. Gustafson, Nixa.
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Wanda and Robert Thornsberry were 
married in 1953, and they lived on a 
Century Farm homesteaded by his 
grandfather, ten miles outside of 
Richland, Missouri, their entire married 
life. Robert or “Bobby as everyone in 
the family and the folks around here 
called him” passed away in 2014.

The Thornsberrys have been 
long-time supporters of The Baptist 
Home. Wanda always felt more 
compelled to support the care of the 
aging saying, “So many don’t pay 
attention to older people.”  The 
Thornsberrys are long-time members 
of Swedeborg Baptist Church where 
her late husband served as a deacon 
and Sunday School teacher and where 
Wanda still attends. Their two sons are 
deacons in their home churches.

Wanda remembers retired Baptist 
Homes staffers Jim Nelson and Roger 
Hatfield and the late Larry Johnson, 
president of The Baptist Home from 
1997-2005. She recalled that they used 
to stop and visit with Bobby. Wanda 
reminisced saying, “He was quite the 
visitor.”  Wanda shared that they always 
tithed to the church and sent gifts to 
The Baptist Home that were above and 
beyond their tithe. She said, “The Lord 

has been so good to us. We can’t 
complain about anything.”

When asked about why they gave so 
faithfully to The Baptist Home, Wanda 
said, “It’s taking care of older people 
that don’t have family. I have a son 
close by, and I am very well taken care 
of. I am 90 years old and still in good 
health. They need Christian homes, not 
a regular nursing home, but one where 
they have Bible studies and things like 
that.” Wanda shared that her and 
Bobby have visited the home in 
Ironton (Arcadia Valley) and the home 
in Ozark several times. 

It is people like Wanda and Robert 
Thornsberry that have been the 
strength of benevolent care for 
residents of the Baptist Homes which 
enables us to provide Christlike care to 
the aging now and into the future.

A Lesson in Faithfulness: The Thornsberrys

Wanda and Robert Thornsberry

by Spencer Hutson, Church Relations Specialist


