
love. These dear old souls have to eat and have 
medical attention and be cared for every day, 
just the same whether school keeps or not. Just 
a little common sense and reason teaches us 
that, and the only way you can have a part in 
this great work now until the State Board gets 
their bearing is to send your money direct to 
The Home. And beloved, won’t you see to it 
that something is sent soon?” (The Story of The 
Baptist Home by Ira Ann Hawkins) 

Dr. Scott was gifted in managing financial 
affairs, no question. But perhaps his greatest 
legacy was how he loved and cared for 
the residents he served. For it was under 
his tenure that for the first-time residents 
were not referred to as “inmates,” but as “our 
Home family.” It was obvious that the driving 
force in everything he did for the ministry 
of The Home was out of his love for these 
“dear old saints.” How could it have been 
otherwise? If not for Christ-like love and a 
great faith in the God we serve, how could 
one person withstand the scarcity of The 
Great Depression, the rationing of World 
War II and the constant burden of having to 
raise enough money to provide food, shelter 
and medicines for not just one, but sixty to 
seventy old people? 

Through his leadership and devotion, Dr. 
Scott set the stage for future Baptist Home 
leadership and staff to love and to care for 
residents as family. And whether he realized 
it or not, by acknowledging residents as “our 
family,” he redefined the culture of resident 
care at The Baptist Home for generations to 
come.   BLB

THE RIGHT MAN FOR THE RIGHT TIME
audit of The Home’s finances showed no 
mismanagement of any kind.  

Dr. Scott faced many seemingly 
insurmountable challenges, but over-and-
over again, he faced them head-on with 
unshakeable faith. During what we often call 
a dark period of time in The Home’s history, 
1932-1935, food was often in scarce supply. 
In an account from Mrs. Catherine Scott 
Brent, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Scott, a 
grim picture of the often, dire circumstances 
were shared in this story. 

“I remember coming down to breakfast one 
morning and seeing tears trickling down Dad’s 
face and on Mother’s face the reflected joy of 
an answered prayer. They had spent an almost 
sleepless night in prayer. A crisis had occurred 
the day before when the cook used the last 
cup of flour for making bread and there was 
no money to buy either bread or flour. Early 
that morning as Dad was walking back from 
the barn, his daily routine when he was not 
traveling, he saw a truck drive toward the 
Home kitchen. He hurried over and met the 
driver, who enquired, ‘Where should we unload 
this flour, Dr. Scott?’ A church some place south 
of us was led to fill that very need.” (The Story of 
The Baptist Home by Ira Ann Hawkins) 

As if the food situation alone were not 
enough, Dr. Scott was also faced with a 
daunting financial crisis which despite his best 
efforts, ultimately led to The Home being sold 
on the courthouse steps April 19, 1935, for 
$131.00.  Dr. Scott submitted his resignation 
this same day. However, God had other plans. 
A new corporation was formed, The Home for 
Aged Baptists, and the trustees asked Dr. Scott 
to serve as superintendent which he agreed 
to do, albeit with some hesitation. 

From the beginning, Dr. Scott was a champion 
for the cause of the residents under his 
care. He continually took up their plight, 
traveling the state raising money for food and 
operating expenses. He did not consider it 
beneath him to beg for help on their behalf 
and often did so, in person and on paper. In 
one impassioned plea, after learning that the 
State Association would not release funds 
intended for The Home, Dr. Scott wrote, 

“Send all monies direct to The Home if you 
desire to help carry on this wonderful work of 

Compassionate Care since 1913
The Baptist Home
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Dr. D. J. Scott and wife, Maude

Dr. Scott and wife, Maude, with staff in front of 
the Riggs-Scott Building.

One cannot read the history of The Baptist 
Home and not be amazed by the story of 
The Home’s Second Superintendent Dr. D. J. 
Scott. Dr. Scott was nicknamed “Great Scott” 
for his large stature, 6’4” tall, weighing over 
300 pounds. However, perhaps the nickname 
was more appropriately given for his great 
faith and equally impressive determination. If 
it were not for his tenacious spirit, The Home 
might be a very different place today, if it were 
here at all. It would not be unfair to say that 
Dr. Scott’s leadership for 21 years rescued The 
Home from the brink of financial collapse and 
laid the foundation for its strong future. 

Dr. Daniel Jefferson Scott first heard of The 
Home while conversing with a gentleman 
on a train who was worried about his aunt 
having nowhere to go if The Home should 
fail. Who would take care of a penniless 
old person? Dr. Scott’s heart was filled with 
compassion as he thought of this man’s aunt 
and other destitute, old people being put-
out on the street. So, at age 53, when most of 
us begin thinking about retirement, Dr. Scott 
began his ministry at what was then known 
as the Missouri Baptist Home for the Aged.  

In the aftermath of the Great Depression, 
when Dr. Scott first took over the job 
of superintendent from retiring Milford 
Riggs in 1932, The Home was deep in debt 
with exhausted credit, no food in supply 
to feed the sixty-five residents, unpaid 
salaries of staff and a host of other issues. 
Rumors were spreading that Dr. Riggs had 
misappropriated funds, but Dr. Scott did 
his best to set the record straight on that 
account almost immediately. He called staff 
together and told them that a thorough 
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Educational Seminars
You’ve had the difficult discussions, and Dad has 
given up his keys.  Now, he wants to drive again...

During the Validation Therapy Training Seminar 
“Dad Wants to Drive,” learn how using Validation 
Therapy can help you handle this difficult situation.

@ desk@thebaptisthome.org www.thebaptisthome.org

(866) 454-2709

Watch the video at www.thebaptisthome.org/validation

THE BAPTIST HOME
We Are Called

www.youtube.com/thebaptisthome1

Moral Injury Conference 
Receives Award

The Conference on Moral Injury recently won the 
Heart of Hospice Program Award. The award was given 
for the October 24, 2018, conference with over 150 
in attendance.  This was a certified training event for 
physicians, nurses, and all healthcare professionals 
focusing on their roles as caregivers to veterans at end-
of-life who struggle with the effects of trauma-related 
moral injury.  The Baptist Home Veterans Care Ministry 
partnered with Oxford Healthcare, Mercy, CoxHealth, 
and Hospice Foundation of the Ozarks to provide 
certified training for healthcare professionals including 
Baptist Home staff and other senior care providers 
on the effects of trauma-related moral injury among 
military veterans at end-of-life care. 

The Baptist Home, through Veterans Care Ministry, 
is available to provide training and ministry support 
to churches and community-based organizations 
seeking to help veterans and their families. For more 
information, contact at Tommy Goode (417) 860-3471 
or tgoode@thebaptisthome.org. 

Presenting the award, Diane Chappell, Tri-County Hospice, 
Missouri Hospice & Palliative Care Association Awards 
Committee. Receiving the award, right to left, Elizabeth 
Lee, Oxford Hospice, Palliative and Hospice Care Specialist, 
Tommy Goode, The Baptist Home, Advancement Officer, 
Southwest Missouri, Ronald Mackey, The Baptist Home, 
Director of Advancement, and Mitch Fisher, Chaplain, Oxford 
Hospice and Palliative Care.

We are committed to keeping your address confidential. We 
do not sell, rent, or lease our mailing list to third parties, and 
we will not provide your personal information to any third 
party individual, government agency, or company at any 
time unless compelled to do so by law.
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Dr. Ron Mackey is the Director 
of Advancement for The 

Baptist Home. He oversees all 
development and fundraising 

efforts across the state. Ron has 
served on the board of trustees 
for both The Baptist Home and 
The Baptist Home Foundation.

This year the theme for our Newsletters is “Our 
Home, Our Family”. I would like to take this 
opportunity to share with you how real this idea 
became to my family beginning in January 2016. 
Sometime early in January 2016, I received a call 
from my sister who lives in Oklahoma, near where 
our parents lived at the time, that our dad was in 
the hospital and had had a major heart attack. My 
youngest sister, living in Wisconsin, and I traveled 
home to Oklahoma as soon as we could.  Upon 
arrival we learned two things - our father’s health 
was frail enough that he could no longer serve as 
our mother’s caregiver, and our mother’s memory 
loss was much more progressed than any of us 
imagined.
My sister’s and I found ourselves around the 
dinner table at our older sister’s home discussing 
an array of very difficult options, none of which 
seemed good for mom and dad or us. Our 
decision as siblings was to recommend to our 
parents that they move to The Baptist Home of 
Chillicothe. Then came the difficult task, telling 
mom and dad that we didn’t believe it was safe for 
them to live alone any longer, and that we wanted 
them to move 370 miles away from everything 
they knew to a place they had never heard of 
and hours away from their children – oh, and to a 
“nursing home.”
When we told our parents what we wanted them 
to consider, mom wanted to know if she could still 
live with dad. When we assured mom that they 
would be living together, she said to dad, “As long 
as I’m with you, it’s ok.” When dad heard about the 
weekly chapel services, and that there would be a 
full-time campus pastor, he responded, “I’ll get to 
go to church again. It’s been a long time.”
The day arrived for mom and dad to move into 
their new surroundings and though it was a flurry 
of often confusing details, mom and dad were 

OUR HOME, OUR FAMILY

impressed with the character of 
those who helped them make the 
adjustments to their new world.
It didn’t take long for mom and dad 
to get acclimated, and they soon 
began to make friends among the 
residents, especially those with 
whom they shared their meals. Mom 
was doted on by the young female 
staff, and dad soon found himself a 
job as the mail man. There were ups 
and downs, failing health, frustrations 
that come with living in a communal 

setting when you’ve had your own space together 
for almost 60 years, but all in all, they were content.
The importance and value of The Baptist Home as 
“Our Home, Our Family” became imminently real 
when mom had a stroke and passed away after a few 
lingering days.  As a family, we sat in a conference 
room with Administrator Ruthie Meyers and her staff 
as they explained to us how The Home would assist 
us now that mom was on Hospice. There were many 
tears in that room and not all of them from my father, 
my sisters and me. These people had been strangers 
a few short months before. But now they were 
friends – a network of committed servants who hurt 
with us and were willing to share this last journey 
with us.
I will never forget the night before mom passed. 
I entered her room to find two young aides who 
were going to be off work that weekend saying 
their goodbyes to mom. These young ladies were 
weeping as they held my mom’s hand giving her a 
kiss on the cheek as they said goodbye. They had 
long since stopped being employees and caregivers 
– they had become family.
Since mom’s passing, dad has struggled forward to 
find a new norm. There are times he really struggles 
with being alone and away from his older brother in 
Oklahoma, but he often tells us, “I’m content here. 
This is my home. I need these people, and I think 
they need me.” I think that is what family is all about. 
The Baptist Home truly is “Our Home, Our Family.”

Ron with his sisters, and their families, pictured with parents, Oma and 
John Mackey.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    3
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Homer Hughes and family

Ruth DeGonia with daughter, Melissa Phillips, 
and husband, Walt.

Roberta Sherman and family

Family Holiday 
Dinner

Nina Hensley (center) and sister, Lola Watson (second from right), and 
their families.

Ruth Ann Short with family, 
Denny and Jennefer Quinn.

Ralph Lucas and family

Tim Alcorn with sister-in-law, Edwina Alcorn, 
niece Patti Stenger, and her husband, Joe, and 
their daughter.

Ira Meadows and familyBeauford and Norma Jones with 
Beauford’s daughter, Jennifer.
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IRONTON, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | ARCADIA VALLEY

Having Fun with Robots!

Ruth Ann Short enjoyed the activity.Michelle Swane demonstrated how Ozobots 
work as Ruth DeGonia looked-on.

Mary Bolton worked intently on her project.

It’s not every day you get a lesson in robotics! Michelle Swane from Ozark Regional Library recently gave 
residents a class using programming robots called Ozobots. Residents learned how to train the tiny robots 
to follow patterns they had drawn on paper. Ozobots are normally used to teach children basic computer 
programming, but you are never too old to learn something new!

Housekeeper Wanda Browers had fun wearing 
her favorite red hat while delivering laundry.

Thelma “Nib” Reeder’s smile was as grand as 
her hat and sweater combo.

Residents had fun wearing their favorite 
hats to Bingo.

Staffer Melinda Stevens and Gladys Wilkerson 
wore their best hats while playing Bingo.

Bev Kelley found a hat the perfect shade of 
blue.

Hat Day “Today you are You 
that is truer than 
true. There is no 
one alive that is 
youer than You.”

 – Dr. Seuss

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    5
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We have the honor and privilege of serving many veterans on each of 
our campuses. Thank you to our special visitors who made time during 
the holiday season to show our veterans how much they are loved and 
appreciated!

Dallas Miller was presented with a 
Certificate of Appreciation for his 
service from Retired Army SFC Mike 
Schoelhamer.

Angielee Huddleston was ready to 
welcome in the New Year!

New resident Melba Rankin had a “ball.” Ramona Harpending celebrated with 
AV staff.

Joann Davis shared her story with Patriot 
Guard member, Don Wynn. Joann served 
as a nurse in the Air Force. 

Several residents participated in the program 
and were recognized for their service.

Staff from Safe Harbor Hospice presented 
WWII Navy veteran John Cope with a 
Certificate of Appreciation for his service.

RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR

Honoring our 
VeteransJ J

Sherman Reed was surprised with a 
Christmas gift from Rob’s Guns “Sponsor 
a Vet” program. 

Don and Sue Wynn, members of the Patriot Guard, 
took part in a Veterans Day program to help thank 
our veterans for their service. The Patriot Guard also 
brought “socks for soldiers” at Christmas.

James Kelley received a Christmas gift 
from Bill Henson of the American Legion 
Post 416. 
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IRONTON, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | ARCADIA VALLEY

Welcome New Residents!

Betty Towler 
First, Ironton
November 20

Melba Rankin 
First, Arnold
November 8

Eugene Fisher 
First Southern, Troy
December 1

Dallas Miller 
Kirkwood Baptist, 
December 7

John Carroll 
First, Fairview 
Heights, IL 
January 21

Betty Miller 
Kirkwood Baptist 
December 7 

Robbie Robinson 
Berean Missionary 
Baptist, Festus 
January 7 

Doran “D.R.” 
Stroud 
First, Farmington
January 25
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BIRTHDAYS
Apr  10 Frances Nicholson, Fee Fee Baptist, Bridgeton
Apr  11 Betty Tyhurst, First Baptist, Carrollton
Apr  15 John Carroll, First Baptist, Fairview Heights, IL
Apr  16 Angielee Huddleston, Fee Fee, Bridgeton
Apr  20 Caroline Hopper, Presbyterian, Cape Girardeau
Apr  22 Dallas Miller, Kirkwood Baptist
Apr  22 Lena Patterson, Kirkwood Baptist
Apr  23 Lillian Wright, First Baptist, Farmington
Apr  30 Beulah Miller, Nazarene of Pinecrest Camp,  
 Fredericktown
May 2 Sherman Reed, Black Mountain Baptist, Arcadia
May 3 Nib Reeder, First Baptist, Farmington
May 5 Arlene Jackson, First Baptist, Farmington
May 11 Eugene Fisher, First Baptist, Troy
May 13 Ruth DeGonia, St. Marie Du Lac, Ironton
May 15 Ruth DeCiantis, First Baptist, Crestwood
May 23 Donald Hoffmann, Lower Doe Run Baptist,  
 Ellington
Jun  13 Jane Johnson, First Baptist, Farmington
Jun  24 Beauford Jones, Happy Zion Baptist, Annapolis
Jun  29 Maxine Parkes, First Baptist, Ferguson

ANNIVERSARIES 
May 30 Dimas (*) and Shirley Esparza, First Baptist,  
 Arnold
Jun 19 Bill and Joann Davis, Ellis Grove Baptist, Ellis, IL

(*) Not a resident of The Baptist Home

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Nov 30 Waneta Morgan, Third Baptist, St. Louis
Dec  9 Floyd Blake, Tower Grove Baptist, St. Louis
Jan  14 Ruth Wood, Iron Mountain Baptist 

Immediate Needs: Kleenex; White Towels 
Washcloths (colored) and Bath Towels (white and colored); 
Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; 
Toothpaste; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s 
sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Cotton balls; Watercolors; Postage 
stamps; Diabetic socks; Long straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp 
scissors; White felt (half or more yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; 
DVD’s (family friendly); Hearing Aid Batteries size 13 and 312; Adult 
Coloring Books; Kleenex; Body Wash; Hair Pics;  Standard watch 
batteries, size 377; Scrapbook paper and picture frames (all sizes); 
Small Bingo Prizes @ $1.00. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
Special music groups  anytime; Sunday sing-a-longs; fingernail 
painting; letter writing;  scripture reading 1 on 1; Special music 
for Sunday Worship Services; helping in the craft’s department.

For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs

For an application or for information about how to 
become a resident, life at The Baptist Home or other 
resources visit www.thebaptisthome.org/resident or 
contact one of The Baptist Home campuses.
  • Arcadia Valley: (573) 546-7429 
  • Ashland: (573) 657-0506
  • Chillicothe:  (660) 646-6219 
  • Ozark: (417) 581-2101

TBH | APPLICATION FOR RESIDENCY

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    7
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ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER OPEN DOOR IN 

GLOBAL AGING MINISTRY

Hearts racing, they walked across the tarmac at the 
eastern Cuba airport for the first time.  The faculty 
team from Southwest Baptist University (SBU), Bolivar, 
Missouri, was arriving into a new world.   This was not 
just a new country, but a new opportunity for this 
140-year-old Christian institution.  

The Baptist Home Foundation (TBHF) is a proud 
partner with SBU through its Center for Global 
Connections.  Because of TBHF’s work with global 
aging projects in Cuba, we have uncovered another 
open door.  For sixty years, the access to Christian 
social ministry was closed because of government 
restrictions. 

Seeing through visionary eyes and asking good 
questions led the team to some next steps.  These 
will serve the elderly in Cuba as well as the ministry of 
churches there:
• The SBU team consulted with the Eastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary administration to design a 
seminary-local church social work program.  

• Once the model is in place, SBU will help Cubans 
transition the program to their national leadership. 

• Our global partnerships are built on strong beliefs 
that we all affirm:   

• Americans make great “idea” partners who 
encourage nationals to “start something,” even 
and especially by faith, that benefits their citizens.

• American Christians do have God-given 
resources which we as “believer stewards”  are 
compelled to share as Holy Scripture teaches 
wherever God calls us to go. 

• Our partner institutions reject co-dependency as 
long-term goals with the strongest voice.  We call 

on those with whom we serve to both discover 
and generate resources to the best of their 
abilities. Those resources allow them to support 
their own ministries. 

• Our partner institutions see ourselves with global 
partners as colleagues, equal before the Lord in 
all ways, teaching one another and serving one 
another and others in the name of Christ.

In 2014, The Baptist Home Foundation invited the 
Center for Global Connections to join hands in 
supporting student ministries to the aging in Belarus.  
Much has transpired since then. We have continued to 
strengthen and expand this campus partnership.

In 1878, SBU founders James Maupin and Abner Ingman 
rode horseback to open Southwest Baptist College 
in Lebanon, Missouri. That same year the first of three 
revolutions against Spanish control of Cuba was ending.  
Now, another transformation has occurred with the 
social work team from SBU working with the seminary 
leadership!

Let us pray for the aging of Cuba, the oldest country 
(average age) in the Americas.  Let us pray for the 
Hogar Ancionas ministry of the nursing home, 
the retired pastors of the Cuban churches living in 
bare subsistence even for the Cubans, and now the 
emerging social work ministry that will benefit so 
many Cubans, including the aging.

Dr. Roger Hatfield serves as Global 
Aging Missions Specialist for The 
Baptist Home Foundation. He 
specializes in Global Missions outreach 
and strives to build relationships with 
churches and other ministry specialists 
dedicated to advancing the care of the 
aged around the world.

Neoma Sanders 
(right), pictured 
with Ruth at 
the nursing 
home. Ruth's 
parents were 
Americans who 
came to Cuba 
and operated a 
Christian camp 
for children. 

SBU faculty with Cuban seminary leadership staff. SBU 
faculty, from left to right, Diana Gallamore, Director, 
Center for Global Connections,  Dr. Debbie Walker (in 
light blue), Asst. Professor of Psychology/Coordinator of 
Counseling Services, Dwayne Walker, MSW, LCSW, ACSW, 
Asst. Professor of Social Work and Neoma Sanders, MSW, 
Asst. Professor of Social Work and Field Coordinator.

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow's cause.” -   Isaiah 1:17 ESV
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FULL CIRCLE
The House of Mercy in 
Belarus is close to my 
heart.Todd Forman, our 
campus pastor at Ozark, 
recently contacted 
Roger Hatfield, who 
directs our Global Aging 
Missions program, to 
say there is a young 
Belarusian lady who 
works the night shift 
at The Baptist Home in 
Ozark.  

Veronika Spolitak grew up in the Brest region of Belarus, 
not far from the House of Mercy at Kobrin. Veronika is 
going home for a visit in May and plans to spend some 
time volunteering at the House of Mercy while she is there.

One of the people she will see while she is there is Vladimir 
Sobchuk. 

Margaret Woolley and I met Vladimir in 2006 when 
he was part of the Belarusian Baptist leadership who 
had invited us to consider helping them establish the 
equivalent of a Baptist Home at Kobrin, a “house of mercy” 
to minister to the elderly. At the time, Vladimir served 
as the Senior or Lead Pastor of the Brest region of the 
Belarusian Baptist Union, a similar position to that of our 
associational director of missions here. In 2009 when 
he was in the states, Vladimir spoke in the chapel at The 
Baptist Home-Ozark. Today, the semi-retired pastor serves 
as an advancement officer for the Children’s Camp and the 
House of Mercy at Kobrin and is doing a very good job. 

She will meet the founding administrator of the House of 
Mercy, Igor Alexandrovich Miklyaev, a John Wayne-type 
tough guy with a heart full of compassion for the elderly he 
serves. Roger and I met Igor after the House of Mercy opened 
in 2012. We also met staffer Anastasia Filatova. It was obvious 
that she was adored by all of the residents she served. She 
also was invaluable as translator for Roger and me. 

Two years later Igor and Anastasia came to Missouri with 
another staff member, Inna Vandich. The three of them 
toured all the campuses of The Baptist Home and shared 
with the residents at The Baptist Home at Ozark. 

Inna was Igor’s primary translator, and we quickly became 
attached to her for her liveliness and quick wit. 

Now Veronika at Ozark and Inna at Kobrin have talked by 
telephone. Inna has invited Veronika to stay at the House of 
Mercy with them while she is volunteering there. Veronika 
is gathering supplies (like a blood pressure cup) to take 
with her to the House of Mercy. 

So, we have come full circle, bridging the 5000 miles 
between Ozark, Missouri, and Kobrin, Belarus, and bringing 
together fellow servants of The Baptist Home and The 
House of Mercy. 

Stayed tuned for more. We hope to follow this story and 
bring you pictures in upcoming newsletters. 

THE GREAT ONES ARE GONE
One of the great privileges of my life was a personal 
friendship with two great men in Baptist Home life---John 
Burney and Bill Riggs. With Bill’s recent passing, we have 
lost them both. 

In a brief tribute to Bill in this newsletter a couple of 
years ago, I described him as the last of the old-school 
gentlemen. It is hard to put into words what it means. There 
is a certain style, a sense of courtliness involving antique 
manners, an aristocratic bearing---and yet it is not unnatural 
or stilted but fully integrated into the man, part-and-parcel of 
who he is. 

One of the repeated themes of those who eulogized Bill 
at his memorial service was his constant compassion and 
kindness. He was widely revered as the giver of great hugs. 

There will be other men like Bill and John because the 
kingdom always begets them. Future generations will 
point to these. But not quite like them after all. I think we 
shall not see their like again this side of eternity. 

(See our tribute to Bill on page 21 of this newsletter).  

CLOSE TO MY HEART
Friends of the Home

Jim Nelson serves as a 
part-time Advancement 

Officer for The Baptist Home 
after retiring as Director of 
Advancement for 17 years.  

He serves with fundraising of 
large projects and acts as an 
advisor to The Baptist Home.

Veronika Spolitak

Igor Miklyaev, AV Administrator Sherri Snider, Inna 
Vandich and Anastasia Filatova.
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Every pastor knows 
the value of a good 
worship assistant.  
One who cares 
about choosing 
songs that support 
the sermon topic.  
Helen Wilkinson 
carefully prepares 
the songs for 
worship each week.  
I have learned the 
value of having 
Helen live and serve 

at The Baptist Home in Chillicothe over the last year.   She 
has been an invaluable help to me as campus pastor.

Helen’s willingness to serve started at a much earlier age.  
At 16, Helen first felt the call to Christian service.  She didn’t 
know how that would be fulfilled but thought it may be 
serving on the foreign mission field.  However, this calling 
has been fulfilled in other ways over the last 70 years.  She is 
still going strong at the age of 90.

Helen grew up in the St. Louis area, the daughter of a 
salesman.  She graduated in 1945 from Ritenour High 
School.  She decided to attend college at Southwest Baptist 
College (SWBC), in Bolivar, Missouri.  While there, she met a 
young man whose eye she had caught.  Kenneth Wilkinson 
and Helen started dating and considered themselves 
engaged by Thanksgiving.  They were married after 
graduation in 1947.

The Wilkinson’s moved to Arkansas to attend Ouachita 
Baptist University where she became an elementary school 
teacher while he attended school full-time.  Ken graduated 
in 1949 after which time they moved to Kentucky to attend 
Southern Seminary.  After moving, they had their first child.

Five years, two churches, and two children later, he 
graduated from Southern in 1954, and the family moved 

Helen Wilkinson: Still Called to Serve
by Steve Moseley, Campus Pastor

back to Missouri.  Ken pastored churches while Helen 
usually played the organ or piano.  They had their third child 
in 1961.  Helen continued to teach and play music as they 
raised their family.

In 1968, Immanuel Baptist Church in Moberly, Missouri, 
called Ken as pastor.  He served there for four years before 
he began working for the prison.  In 1972, both Helen 
and her son graduated from the University of Missouri in 
Columbia.  In that same year, they also decided to open a 
music store.  Helen gave piano lessons, and Ken worked on 
organs.  They owned the store for 17 years before they sold 
it in 1988.

Helen loved to serve. They did several "Campers on Mission" 
projects and worked at Windermere for many years.  In 
1999, they discovered Ken had pancreatic cancer of which 
he died later that year.  Helen decided to move to Rolla to 
be with her daughter.  But, in 2011, she decided to move to 
The Baptist Home in Chillicothe into an independent living 
apartment.  She lived there until last fall when she moved 
inside and now lives on the assisted living hall.

Helen has been 
a faithful chapel 
assistant for most 
of those years, first 
filling-in and then 
becoming the 
ongoing assistant.  
Helen plays for our 
memorial services, 
Sunday chapel 
services, and any 
other time she is 
needed.  Helen is 
a blessing to The Baptist Home.  She is called and is still 
committed to that call, as long as God allows her health to 
stay strong.

Helen Wilkinson

Helen playing piano for resident’s 
Christmas party in 2016.

Betty Wagner enjoyed the 
Mickey Mouse cupcakes.

Betty Phillips just had to try-
out the Mickey phone.

Residents watched a Disney 
classic while enjoying the party.

Marjorie Lawson was 
excited about this activity. 
She loves Mickey!

Mickey Mouse Turned 90…And We Celebrated!

10     The Baptist Home | www.thebaptisthome.org
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Honoring our 
VeteransJ J

Air Force veteran Don Cassada flew 
all over the world.

Army veteran Duane Wise and Air Force veteran Lee Ellis 
enjoyed the pie made in their honor.

The Ladies Auxiliary made one pie for 
each of our veterans and their guests.

Army veteran John Mackey enjoyed the 
celebration. 

d d

d
d

d

...as they enjoyed cups of coffee and hot cocoa. 

Helen Wilkinson worked on a 
snowflake.

Ruth Gray completed a puzzle of Times 
Square.

Norma Toot stuffed some pillows.

d

d

Edna Mae Eberting warmed-up by 
giving a beach ball a solid kick.

Staffers Angie Hamilton, Steve Moseley and 
Tari Graves braved the cold to provide a little 
entertainment for residents...

Residents kept warm with a variety of activities designed to keep 
the blood flowing and cabin fever at bay.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    11



C
A

M
PU

S 
IN

FO
R

M
A

TI
O

N
 

Lee Ellis with his son, Stan, and Kelley.

LaVerna Williams with her sister, Ruth, and 
friend, Rosalind.

Clovetta Roberts and family

Mina Sparks and sister, Doris.

Peggy Bate with her daughter, Cindy.

Ruth Gray and her son, Bill.

Pat Ricket and family Dorothy Lindley and family

Wandalea Sconce with family, Jay and 
Susan.

Mildred Kaye and daughter, Billie.

Holiday Banquet
It's All About Family and Friends!

d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f d e f
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CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Welcome New Residents!

Vivian Leeper
Shelburne Baptist, 
Trenton
December 14

Opal Bargar
UMC, Meadville 
December 12

Twila Bennett 
Immanuel Baptist, 
Independence
January 2

Campus Needs
Postage Stamps; Black and Red Ink Pens; Hand Sanitizer – (Large refill 
bottles); Clorox Wipes/Lysol Wipes; Kleenex; Dove Body Wash or (Generic); 
Hair Brushes; Combs; Baby Oil; Baby Lotion (generic); After Shave; Shaving 
Cream; White/Color Washcloths; Color Bath Towels; Hand Towels (print/
color); Dish Cloths; Special Spa-like, scented lotions & perfume body spray 
i.e.:  Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, etc. for whirlpool baths; Birthday gifts 
@ $1.00; Small Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed for Resident Bird Feeders; New or 
Used iPods or MP3 Players; Fitted Flannel Sheets (Twin Size); Fitted Cotton 
Sheets (Twin Size); International Coffee – Regular & Sugar-Free; Sewing 
Thread (White); Large Print Christian Books (Fiction/Other); Disposable 
Eyeglass Wipes.

Volunteers Welcomed!
Provide a program or travelogue; special music or sing-a-long (youth 
groups are welcome).  Lead a table game session; read to residents; 

help residents write letters; visit 1 on 1 (reminisce or look at resident’s 
photo album memories with them); be a listener; lead a craft project; 

host an ice cream social, cookie party, etc., be a pen pal or adopt a 
resident.  Walk with a resident outside or go for a wheelchair ride.

For more information contact Angie Hamilton, 
ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org (660) 646-6219
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BIRTHDAYS
Apr  6 Beulah Peoples, East Sedalia Baptist, Sedalia
Apr  18 Opal Bargar, UMC, Meadville
May 12 Duane Wise, First Baptist, Lee’s Summit
May 16 Vesta Cassada, First Baptist, Chillicothe
May 17 Mildred Kaye, Englewood Baptist, Gladstone
Jun  27 Norma McDonald, UMC, Jamesport 

Anniversaries
Apr  18 Wayne and Elois Wade, First Baptist,   
 Chillicothe

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Nov  20 Gloria Smith, First Baptist, Milan
Nov  21 Ginny Hutchinson, First Baptist, Chillicothe 
Dec  14 Lola McNally, Highview Baptist, Chillicothe
Dec  15 Maxine Carey, Northern Hills Baptist, Holt
Jan   20 Laura Thomas
Jan   29 Anne Drewel, Memorial Baptist, Columbia

CHILLICOTHE CAMPUS

Celebrating Life 
On Campus

CMT Kathy Grush 
celebrated her 
retirement after 
19 years of service. 
Congratulations, 
Kathy!

Helen Johnson and Stella York celebrated birthdays while “stopping 
to smell the roses.”  

Emma Gardner 
recently celebrated 
her 102nd birthday! 
Here she is pictured 
with her daughter, 
Mary, granddaughter, 
Lisa, and great-
granddaughter, Alice.

Campus Pastor Steve 
Moseley and his 
wife, Lisa, celebrated 
their 25th wedding 
anniversary with 
a vow renewal 
ceremony in the 
chapel.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    13
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Greg Lober is a part-time 
employee of The Baptist 
Home specializing in planned 
giving.  Greg has conducted 
over a thousand public and 
professional seminars on 
estate and tax planning and 
planned giving.

As we age, we all would like to maintain our 
quality of life.  Uncertainty is one of the ways 
that quality is compromised.  Our concerns over 
finances, and what will happen in the future, can 
affect our quality of life.  These concerns affect 
both single adults and couples.  Some of those 
concerns and questions include:
• Will we have enough income and assets for 

our future needs?
• Have we planned for the day when we cannot 

make our own decisions?
• Have we planned for our estate plan and 

funeral?
• Have we properly made provision for our 

children, heirs and charitable organizations?

Good planning is a way to deal with these 
concerns now and in the future.  Some planning 
tools and choices can help deal with some of the 
uncertainty, such as:
An estate plan which should include a Last Will 
and Testament. 
• Powers of Attorney for finances and 

healthcare.  
• A revocable living trust is another option that 

should be considered.
• Proper ownership and beneficiary 

designation of our assets.
• Plans for our burial and pre-paid/planned 

funerals can be a huge relief to our family 
who survives us. 

• It is very important to inform our children and 
heirs of our plans.

One of the greatest concerns for all of us is will 
there be enough income and resources for the 
rest of our lives.  This is always a very difficult 
problem. Some of our questions may include:
• How long will we live, and what health issues 

will we face?
• How will the economy fare in the future?
• How much will our investments produce in 

the future?
• How can we earn more income from our 

investments?

These are all very hard and often impossible 
questions to answer.  We can only deal with some 
of these questions with prayer and wise counsel.  
The Baptist Home would like to assist in providing 
information about the options available.  One of 
the available options that can increase annual 
income is a Charitable Gift Annuity through The 
Baptist Home Foundation.  That raises another 
question.  What is a Charitable Gift Annuity?

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a giving option which 
involves an arrangement between an individual 
or couple and a charitable organization, such 
as The Baptist Home.  An individual or a couple 
make a gift of cash or appreciated securities in 
exchange for a fixed, lifetime income for one or 
two individuals.  The annuity rates range between 
4.4% and 9.0% depending on the age or ages of 
the annuitants.  The arrangement provides future 
financial support for The Baptist Home.  The 
donor/annuitant receives the following benefits 
from this arrangement:
• Guaranteed income for life;     
• Attractive Annuity Rate;
• Tax Benefit;   
• Support of a Worthy Ministry.

If you would like more information about a 
Charitable Gift Annuity or other options, please 
call me at (816) 509-2812 or email me at glober@
thebaptisthome.org.  I can provide a simple 
proposal of how a gift annuity would work for 
you.  I am also available to answer your questions 
about estate planning and other financial matters.  
There is never any obligation with our service.

IMPROVING LIFE FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY: 
WITH GOOD FINANCIAL AND ESTATE PLANNING
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RETIREMENT: A NEW JOURNEY
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Retirement is a gift from God that has a purpose 
for us. Retirement is a spiritual journey that 
God calls us to take so we can become all He 
wants us to be. If we take full advantage of this 
journey, it will bring peace, purpose, resolution 
and life satisfaction while greatly enhancing our 
relationship with God, others and ourselves. 
What is retirement?  
Even though we use “retirement” in our 
conversations, and we look forward to our 
“retirement days,” few of us ever take time to 
answer: “What is retirement?”  People give many 
different answers to the question by saying: 
“Retirement is…” 
• Our “Golden Years”, if we have enough Gold! 
• The end of full-time employment and 

beginning of full-time leisure. 
• Half the income, twice the husband/wife. 
• Life’s Best Chapter 
So, what is retirement?  “Retirement is a person 
withdrawing from, or ending, their occupation 
and employment to enjoy personal vocation and 
free-time.”  
What is occupation? 
Occupation is a person’s job, employment, or 
profession. An occupation is what we do to meet 
our personal and family members’ physical needs. 
 What is vocation? 
Vocation’s primary definition is: God’s Call to an 
individual to accept God’s Salvation, become 
God’s Child and His Ambassador to people of the 
world. A person’s vocation directs their leadership 
role in their family, community, congregation, and 
relationship with God.  Vocation also influences a 
person’s occupation selection(s). 
Is there a Biblical basis for retirement? 
Yes, Numbers 8:23-26 speaks directly about 
retirement.  
Moses tells the Levites to begin their 
work(occupation) at age twenty-five, “But at the 
age of fifty years, they must RETIRE from service in 
the work and not work anymore.  They may assist 
their brothers in the tent of meeting, to keep an 

obligation (vocation); but they themselves shall 
do no work (occupation).” (Num. 8:25-26 NIV)  
The Levites’ “work” or “occupation” was to carry 
and set up the Tabernacle for worship. Their 
occupation was to transport supplies, then set up 
the large tent, exterior walls, alters, furnishings 
and the Ark of the Covenant, all of which were 
essential to the Israelite’s worship. 
Moses established the principle that when 
physical strength declines (around age fifty in 
that era), a Levite would be exempt from the 
heavy labor occupation related to the Tabernacle. 
But notice, even though a Levite was to stop 
their occupation, they were to continue to lead 
worship, provide wise counsel and leadership. 
In a sense, the Levite was to retire from their 
occupation, but continue their vocation.  
What was their vocation?  To be a Child and 
Ambassador of God. Their vocation was to be 
an active believer who could serve as an elder 
statesman, mentor, consultant, preacher, teacher 
and active believer in God.  
From Moses’s instructions for the Levites, we 
Christians can find Godly Retirement Principles 
for us. We are to retire from our occupation of 
hard work so we can enjoy doing our vocation as 
a Child of God, an Ambassador of Jesus Christ, a 
full Christian spouse, parent, grandparent in our 
family and be a growing Christian in our faith, 
knowledge and ministry.  
As Christians, we are to retire from our 
occupation, but not “retreat” from our vocation as 
an Ambassador and Child of God.  
The next column will discuss retirement as “Our 
Life’s Sabbath.”

Dr. Frank E. Fain is the Director 
of Adult Ministry  Services 
for The Baptist  Home. He 

serves as a resource person 
to churches, congregational 

leaders, senior adults and their 
families on issues related to 
aging and adult ministries.

“Retirement is a new journey in the pilgrimage of life. Though countless others have traveled this 
way, this is a unique journey that you will have to experience for yourself.” Johnnie C. Godwin
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“Our home, our family.”  What is required of a home 
committed to providing quality living for those 
who face their final days on this side of eternity?  
It is a blessing that The Baptist Home has a faith 
base that moves us alongside those God has called 
us to serve.  One of the key aspects of our home 
is the way we provide the spiritual guidance for 
residents and staff. As campus pastors, our role 
is diverse.  We are not called to be “chaplains” 
as much as we are called to serve as pastors to 
those with extremely specialized needs facing the 
struggles of aging.  Not only are we called to serve 
the residents, but we also make ourselves available 
to minister to the needs of the staff.  The role is like 
that of a chaplain, but more intimate as we serve 
as the last pastor many of our residents will ever 
know closely.

Just Being A Friend
by Todd Forman, Campus Pastor

Recently, my mind has been warmly reminded of 
two conversations with residents over the past 
couple of years.   One day, a man who was not 
accustomed to attending church in recent years 
said, “Preacher, I don’t mean this in a bad way, but I 
come to your services and enjoy your sermons.  I’ve 
heard about every sermon there is to hear.  Really, 
what I want from you is not a great preacher.  I 
need a friend.”  WOW!  Does that not fit the fabric 
of our newest theme?  What do we think of when 
we think of home and family?  We remember close 
friends who have really loved us.

More recently, I had a conversation with a 
wonderful gentleman who laughingly said, “I need 
your help.  I’ve never died before!”  We shared a 
laugh and he said, “All of my friends who I am used 
to talking to have either died, or they are broken 
down, and just trying to hold onto life themselves.  
I appreciate you talking to me.”  The problem that 
all three of us as campus pastors struggle with 
is the many who need us and the management 
of time.  Please pray for Steve Moseley, Jim Wills, 
and me as we attempt to be friends to folks who 
need us.  However, as a part of the community of 
faith, why not take time to visit a Baptist Home 
and befriend a person who just needs someone to 
talk to?  If you are already doing that, thank you for 
being a part of our home and our family.  

Campus Pastor Todd Forman greeting resident Lois Barham 
and her daughter before Sunday worship service.

Winter Bible Study

Bob and Barb Krofta 
braved the cold temps to 
join the study.

Residents from all levels of 
care took part in the study.

Tibby Martin led a study 
on three chapters from the 
Book of Revelation.

Marilyn Griffis and Pat 
Wertz attended as many 
sessions as they could.
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK

Barney Fife stopped by to visit 
with residents. Jean Roff enjoyed 
getting her picture made with 
Barney.

Barney impersonator Larry 
DeLawder with wife, Sara, and 
daughters, Hannah and Grace, 
shared the gospel via song.

Kim Duff brought life-like baby 
dolls for residents to enjoy.

Carlene Pennel enjoyed holding 
one of the dolls.

Special Visitors

Dale Allen calls Friday morning Bingo games. Bingo is a time of fun and fellowship.

Lois Barham reportedly has a collection of stuffed 
animals from Bingo winnings.

Eleanor Sweet loves Bingo! Marianna Smith had her 92nd birthday 
and was ready to win!

B-I-N-G-O

Last November, The Baptist Home Board of Trustees met at First 
Baptist Church, Ozark, and recognized three trustees who completed 
their term of service at the end of 2018. We are so grateful to the men 
and women who faithfully serve to ensure our residents receive the 
best physical, social and spiritual care possible. Many thanks to Larry 
Ball, Patrick King and Marilyn Nelson. We love and appreciate you!

THANK YOU
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Ministering to Mind, Body and Spirit

Ken and Betty Ragsdale enjoyed attending 
weekly chapel services together.

Edith Ash caught up with the news by 
reading the morning paper.

Wilma Wilson crocheted many hot pads 
and dish cloths.

Lola Wolfe embroidered several tea towels. Patsy Schudy appreciated the in-house 
beauty services.

Violet Crowder prepared her lesson for 
teaching her weekly Sunday School class. 
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The "Missing Man" table. Army veteran Paul Swadley gave the benediction 
to close the service.

Don Hall shared information on the meaning 
of the “Missing Man” table.

Harvey Wright shared a speech on the 100th 
anniversary of Armistice Day.

Residents joined in singing “America the Beautiful.”The American Legion Color Guard 
from Nixa presented the colors.

HONORING OUR VETERANSJ J
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Apr  1 Pauline Medley, First Baptist, Salem
Apr  2 Margaret Woolley, South Haven Baptist,  
 Springfield
Apr  3  Anna Wright, First Baptist, Springfield
Apr  7 Sara Patterson, First Baptist, Ozark
Apr  14 Carole Tarrant, First Baptist, Springfield
Apr  14 Donald Tarrant, First Baptist, Springfield
Apr  25 Sandra Springfield, First Baptist, Mammoth  
 Spring, AR
May  8 Kenneth Ragsdale, Second Baptist, Springfield
May 16 Jim Martin, Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield
May 19 Marzelle Perkins, First Baptist, Ozark
May 20 Allan Crader, First Baptist, Shell Knob
May 20 Elanda McCoy, Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield
May 23 Bob Barr, Glendale Baptist, Springfield
May 23 Daniel Springfield, First Baptist, Mammoth  
 Spring, AR
May 26 Kathleen Ricard, Briar Street Baptist, Springfield
May 29 Carolyn Crader, First Baptist, Shell Knob
Jun  4 William Sutherlin, Ridgecrest Baptist,   
 Springfield
Jun  7 Marjorie Crum, First Baptist, Ozark
Jun  15 Paul Harvey, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Jun  17 Delbert Dickson, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark
Jun  23 Pat Wertz, John Knox Presbyterian, Kansas City
Jun  28 Pamela Benton, Second Baptist, Springfield
Jun  28 Juanita Hood, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield
Jun  30 Harlan Spurgeon, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield

ANNIVERSARIES
May 13 Donald and Sue Hall, Selmore Baptist, Ozark
Jun  1 Paul and Betty Swadley, South Haven Baptist,  
 Springfield
Jun  5 Tommy and Sally Harper, First Baptist, Ozark
Jun  11 Clyde and Maxine Napier, CrossPoint   
 Fellowship, Republic
Jun  11 Harvey and Anna Wright, First Baptist,   
 Springfield
Jun  12 Ivan and Norma Nyberg, First Baptist, Ozark
Jun  13 Kenneth and Betty Ragsdale, Second Baptist,  
 Springfield
Jun  21 Dale and Pamela Benton, Second Baptist,  
 Springfield
Jun  26 Tracy and Susan Onnen, Ozark
Jun  29 Jim and Tibby Martin, Ridgecrest Baptist,  
 Springfield

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Nov 19 Charlotte Harbaugh, Beaufort Baptist, SC
Dec  2 Opal Lantz, First Baptist, North Kansas City 
Dec  10 Martha Kaighen, Antioch Baptist, Gladstone  
Jan   7 Betty Joy Hewett, The Bridge, Nixa

Welcome New Residents!

Gerry and Charles Fredrick (IL)
Holiday Island Community Church, AR 
November 15

Frances Miller
November 16

Sandra and Daniel Springfield
First, Mammoth Spring, AR 
January 3

TBH | NEWSLETTER SIGN UP

Interested in receiving The Baptist Home 
Newsletter or know someone that would?  
Sign up to receive the newsletter quarterly 
at www.thebaptisthome.org/contactus. 

Campus Needs
For Hygiene Care: Facial Tissue (immediate need); Hand & Body Lotion 
(immediate need); Body Wash; Poise Pads size 5-6;  Liquid Pump Soap; 

Liquid Soap Refills; Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive 
cream; Toothpaste; Hand Sanitizer.  

For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed Animals 
and Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Dollar Tree Solar Bobble Heads; 

Necklaces; Word Search Puzzles (large print preferred), colorful socks, 
nice items from $1 store for Bingo (ex. Dried fruit, name brand bags of 

candy, seasonal décor).

Volunteers Welcomed!
Activities is in need of volunteers! We have a variety of 

opportunities available during the weekday.  
For more information contact Jodii Hinton, jhinton@

thebaptisthome.org, (417) 581-2101.

Clyde and Ruby Napier (IL)
CrossPoint Fellowship, Republic
January 1

(IL) = Independent Living
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OUR HOME IS YOUR HOME
ASHLAND, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | ASHLAND

As you can see in the photo, the seven duplexes are well 
on their way to completion this spring. We are grateful 
to the Lord that we are rapidly approaching the day that 
construction will turn into independent living houses, 
and houses into homes, and the campus into a Christian 
retirement community. 

Recently, I began my presentation to an older church 
fellowship group by saying, “I know you. I have known 
you since I can remember. You were the young adults in 
my small town when I was a boy. We grew up together. 
We have served the Lord together in our Lord’s church. 
Many of us haven’t formally met yet, but I know you.”  

During my first pastorate, I was surprised by open 
disagreement in a deacons’ meeting.  There had been a 
deacon who challenged my leadership idea, and others 
who supported it. I am sure my countenance gave 
witness that I was discouraged. After the meeting, the 
deacon who was vocal in opposition lovingly shared 
with me a truth that I have applied many times since. He 
said, “It doesn’t matter what church you pastor, there will 
always be someone like me.”  

How people can be so uniquely created and gifted 
by God yet be so similar is awesome. Living in small 
communities and serving in small churches I learned 
that everywhere I go I am finding people so similar, it 
seems that I have known them all my life. Those friends 
we grow close to, it is as though they are family.  

The decades that I have spent thinking about humanity 
being created in the image of God, I have mostly 
focused on God’s grace. However, it is also a matter of 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in Christians. Whether 
we are conscious of it or not, to the extent that we are 
yielded to the Lord Jesus in our lives, we are used of God 
to meet the needs of others.  

The fact that all people are uniquely created by God, yet 
so similar is because of being in the image of God. God’s 
image is our similarity. Christ’s incarnation was a one-
time event. However, God’s omnipresence is His being 
present to every human being on this Earth. God’s 
indwelling is God’s love for all people extended most 
perfectly through his children—God called Christians.  

Jesus chose in his earthly life to live among the poor, 
powerless and helpless. Our Lord so identifies with the 
helpless that He defines the heart of a righteous person 
as the Christian who serves helpless people (Matt. 
25:34-40). In fact, the Lord considers our service to the 
helpless as service to God himself. At The Baptist Home 
we are ever mindful that, “…whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me (Matt. 25:32b).”  

At The Baptist Home, we serve people in both 
independent living and long-term care who can 
no longer manage their activities of daily living and 
medical needs. We take them into the houses that God 
has so graciously provided and share a part of our lives 
by serving them. Hispanics have a saying, “Mi casa es su 
casa—my house is your house.”  

If you come live with us in God’s house at The Baptist 
Home, our Home is your Home.  

Steve Long is the Administrator and 
Director of Campus Development 
for the Ashland campus.  If you are 
interested in talking with Steve in 
regards to the Ashland campus, 
you can contact him by:
Phone: (573) 657-0506
Email: slong@thebaptisthome.org

Duke-Nelson 
Chapel Floor Plan.

PWArchitect's rendering of the Duke-Nelson Chapel.

Ashland campus independent living construction 
progress.

DUKE-NELSON 
CHAPEL UPDATE

The Baptist Home has been issued a $100,000 
Challenge Grant from the J.E. & L.E. Mabee 
Foundation. To be awarded the grant, $800,000 
of the $900,000 project must be raised by July 10, 
2019, one year from the issuance. The chapel will 
be built as one part of a larger community center 
for social gatherings, activities and worship.

To be a part, please send a check made payable 
to: The Baptist Home, P.O. Box 87, Ironton, MO 
63650 and write “Duke-Nelson Chapel” in the 
memo line, or make a donation online at www.
thebaptisthome.org/donate.
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From the President's D
esk

Steven Jones has been President of The 
Baptist Home  since 2006. Prior to serving 
as president, he was administrator of the 

Chillicothe campus.  Steven has provided 
leadership and vision in establishing 

directives for The Baptist Home to ensure it 
continues to provide care for residents and 
educational support for friends and family 

of The Home.

A distinctive about The Baptist Home is the way in 
which building trust is very important to us.  We 
believe it is not an overstatement to say that The 
Baptist Home has a good reputation with residents, 
families, friends, churches, trustees, donors, inspectors, 
regulators, vendors and staff. Certainly, The Baptist 
Home is not perfect and has made several mistakes in 
its 106-year history, but we make an intensive effort to 
be transparent in this ministry. Although we live in a 
world of cover-ups and spin, The Baptist Home prefers 
to let the truth be known in all circumstances.  And, of 
course, we will not reveal information that is personal 
or protected by regulation without the permission of 
all parties involved. Thus, confidentiality is as much a 
part of trust building as transparency.  

One of the main core values that drive Validation 
Therapy, our method of communicating with residents, 
especially those who are cognitively impaired, is 
building trust with residents. Although we allow 
residents to express themselves in their preferred 
reality as long as it is not harmful, we do not patronize 
or pretend with them that their reality is correct.  
We answer their questions honestly when they ask 
them.  We affirm them by actively listening to their 
statements, stories, reminiscences, experiences, 
questions, and observations using appropriate touch 
and empathy. In providing care, we try not to dominate 
or control the resident with manipulative techniques 
or con games. We try to offer choices to allow the 
resident to maintain their sense of dignity and self-
determination. Building trust allows us to lower the 
anxiety often caused by decline when growing old.  
Lowering anxiety allows for better quality of life for the 
resident and cooperation in providing care.  

It is important for us to build trust with our donors. 
We try not to use gimmicks to win support.  We are 

very much aware of donor fatigue, so we try not to 
overstay our visit or bombard donors with appeals. 
We work to ensure good stewardship with the funds 
with a system of checks and balances to make sure 
that gifts are handled in the best ethical way possible 
and applied as the donor wishes. We do not sell or 
give donor contact information to third parties. 

We try to be open with our regulators. There are so 
many details in the operation of licensed facilities 
that it takes a team to make sure it is done correctly. 
We believe regulators are a part of the team.  Having 
experience with many inspectors, we believe they 
want the same things we want, to provide the very 
best care and security for our residents.  

Building trust with employees is just as important. 
We learned several years ago that if we want a 
high quality of care for our residents, then we must 
provide the same level of respect and appreciation 
for our employees. And, we do know that The 
Baptist Home would not have the reputation it has 
without the dedication and commitment of all our 
employees.   

Building trust is an important ingredient that makes 
The Baptist Home, Our Home, Our Family. 

THE KEY INGREDIENT

TRIBUTE TO BILL RIGGS (1923-2019)

William “Bill” Riggs was born October 7, 1923, to Dudley 
Riggs and Mary Ardelia Riggs. He was the grandson of 
the founders of The Baptist Home, Milford and Mary 
Riggs. Interestingly, he was born just a few weeks before 
Milford and Mary moved the first residents onto the 
present day grounds of The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley, 

located just two miles outside of Ironton, on October 31, 
1923.  His grandparents would have smiled had they known 
just how influential their grandson would be to the ministry 
of The Baptist Home several decades later. 

Bill played an active role in the business of The Baptist 
Home, serving as a trustee from a period beginning in 1964 
spanning until 1996. During this time, he also served as the 
Board and Executive Committee Chairman. Even after he 
retired from the board as a trustee, Bill continued to support 
The Home, both as a donor and as a mentor for the remainder 
of his life.  

Bill had a larger-than-life personality and was a consummate 
gentleman to everyone he met. He was passionate about the 
ministry his grandparents began, and we are so thankful to 
have had the privilege of knowing him.  

God bless you, Bill. You were more than a great friend to The 
Home, you were family. 

William “Bill” Riggs pictured with members of his family at 
the Centennial Celebration of The Baptist Home, May 2013.
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Honorariums  &  Memorials
IN HONOR OF:
Tim Alcorn by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stenger, St. 
Louis.
Don and Peggy Anderson’s wedding 
anniversary by Liberty Southern Baptist 
Church of Fair Grove.
Lucille Brown by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Virginia Carter by John and Gretchen Crossett, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Crossett, Liberty.
Ruth DeCiantis by Eric and Marcella Kemp, The 
Woodlands, TX.
Our 48th wedding anniversary by Gary and 
Wanda Gateley, Scott City.
Cora Grouse by Cleta Moore, Brunswick.
Pam Helms by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Nina Hensley by Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Reed, 
Steelville; Jim and Glenna Rhodes, St. Louis.
Helen Johnson by Lois Gillespie, Chillicothe.
James Joslin by Kathy Nunn, Ozark.
Richard and Mary Jones by Steven and Kathie 
Jones, Farmington.
Pat King by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, Park 
Hills.
Curt Martin by Lois Menius, Kansas City; 
Donna Soto, Fayetteville, NC.
Ira Meadows by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Baker, 
St. Louis.
Ruthie Meyers by Mr. and Mrs. James Noel, 
Liberty.
Frances Neumann’s 74th birthday by Janyce 
Wills, St. Louis.
Bill Riggs' 95th birthday by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty.
Judy Rockafellow by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Patsy Schudy by Ginny Raney, Mexico.
Our 33rd wedding anniversary by Larry and 
Pearl Senn, Scott City.
Our 70th wedding anniversary by Charles and 
Mabel Taylor, Harrisonville.
The Baptist Home Arcadia Valley Staff by Lola 
Watson, Ironton.
James and Beulah Vaughn by Steven and 
Kathie Jones, Farmington.
Marilyn Williams by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield.
Harvey Wright’s 90th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Harper, Ozark.

IN MEMORY OF:
Norma Abbott by Earl Hoselton, Linneus; Denise 
Harris, Debbie Truitt, Waverly Dixon, Brookfield. 
Bill and June Abernathy by Mr. and Mrs. 
Garland Abernathy, Farmington.
Byron Adolph by Doris Adolph, Farmington.
Danny Alcorn by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stenger, 
St. Louis.

Carolyn Allen by Mr. and Mrs. Greg Allen, 
Farmington.
Ron Apperson by Paul and Carol Phiropoulos, 
Washington.
Edith Ashlock by Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Harter, 
Waterloo, IL
Cathy Baldwin by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
George and Betty Ball by Rev. and Mrs. Larry 
Ball, Springfield.
Nancy Ball by John and Mary Sue McCullough, 
Trenton.
Herb Barker by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, Ozark.
Clarence and Dorothy Bates by Helen Dean, 
Raymore.
Dara Beaver by Muriel Cox, Wentzville.
Earl and Elizabeth Benskin by Sherry Benskin, 
Columbia.
Rip Blumenberg’s birthday by Dorothy 
Blumenberg, Farmington.
Arlie Boone by Steven and Kathie Jones, 
Farmington; Joan Boone, Montgomery City; 
Alvin Wendt, Scottsdale, AZ; Rev. and Mrs. Bob 
Michael, Independence.
Anna Branson by Margaret Heil, Cobden, IL; 
Paul Williams, Bonne Terre.
Anna Broadhuhn by Rita Minardi, Mountain 
Home, AR.
Lydia Brooks by Charles and Patricia Kloepfer, 
St. Louis.
John Burney by Beauford and Norma Jones, 
Ironton; Steven and Kathie Jones, Farmington; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Brown, Fenton; Rev. and 
Mrs. Jimmie Martin, Lithonia, GA; Carol 
Rinehart, St. Louis; Jo Ella Maguffee, Arcadia; 
Bob and Dolores Ruth, Washington.
John and Gladys Burney by Mr. and Mrs. J.T. 
Burney, St. Louis, Mr. and Mrs. George Ashley, 
St. James.
Norma Buck by Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Medeiros, 
Owensville.
Maxine Carey by Jean Wilson-Moore, Bristow, 
OK; David and Laurie Decker, Gillett, WI; John 
Mackey, Chillicothe; Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Chatlos, Liberty; Linda Grundhoffer, Danville, 
CA; Kenneth and Terry Reno, Holt; Eugene and 
Sharon Irsik, Kearney.
Patty Carter by Billy Carter, Norborne.
Dorothy Christy by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Nickell, Browning.
Chester and Laura Clark by Gerri Imm, Liberty.
Irene Clark by Mr. and Mrs. Dick Clark, Ozark.
Eugene Cole by Maxine Cole, Farmington.
George and Betty Colton by Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Dixon, Springfield.
Neva Corf by Danny and Bonnie Sutton, Chula.
Louise Courtney by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hunziker, 
Brookfield.
Doyle Cox by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.

Henry and Rosa Cox by Patricia Haus, 
Farmington.
Kathy Crum by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Eleanor Cuthbertson by John Cuthbertson, 
San Diego, CA.
Betty Dalton by Ruth Short, Ironton; Suda 
Crawford, Newburgh, IN.
Donna Daniel by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Wendell and Donna Daniel by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Nyberg, Ozark; Robert and Marilyn 
Kalwat, Battlefield.
Joyce Degonia by Wyman Degonia, St. Louis.
Hensley Despain by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Despain, 
Farmington.
Mae Despain by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Despain, 
Farmington.
Patricia Despain by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Despain, 
Farmington.
Frank Dick by Mary Dick, Bunceton.
Marjorie Dillow by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Ray Douglass by Mr. and Mrs. Brent Switzer, 
Alpharetta, GA.
Charles and Gloria Dunning by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Dunning, Palmyra, VA.
Bob Edmunds by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Toby Edwards by Glen Edwards, St. Louis.
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Schneider, St. Louis.
Leonard Fellhoelter by Randy and Kathy Price, 
Chillicothe.
James Fitzgerald by Verla Fitzgerald, 
Lesterville.
Robert and Lora Fitzgerald by Verla Fitzgerald, 
Lesterville.
Nina Garnett by Harvey and Anna Wright, 
Ozark.
Lawrence and Margaret Ginther by David and 
Julie Ginther, Dallas, TX.
Joy Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, 
Warrensburg.
Thelma Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Goodwin, Sr., Festus; Catherine Longley, 
Herculaneum. 
Ollie Graf by Ruth Owen, Fort Worth, TX.
Vernon and Mary Green by Mr. and Mrs. Arvel 
Green, Millersville.
Mabel Grimme by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Bessie Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves; Doris Adolph, 
Farmington.
Charlotte Harbaugh by Mary Morgan, Nixa; 
Todd Burnett, Brentwood, TN; Jennifer Vedral-
Baron, Arrington, TN; Gary and Jeanette Porter, 
St. Robert; Christopher and Denise Maher, 
Lake Ozark; Bank of Iberia, Davisville.
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Kenneth and Jean Harder by Kenette Harder, 
Kansas City.
LaVerne Harris by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Harris by Billy Carter, Norborne.
Irene Hart by David Hart, Cape Girardeau.
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Harter by Mr. and Mrs. 
Sherman Johnson, Farmington.
Marvin and Lora Hawn by Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Hawn, Carlyle, IL.
Maxine Hayes by Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Briggs, 
Cape Girardeau.
Claudine Heath by Nancy Bray, Desloge.
Georgia Hedgecorth by Joe and Linda Dirden, 
Cape Girardeau.
Lennis Hedspeth by Mike and Holly Schroer, 
Jefferson City.
Charles Hensley by Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Reed, 
Steelville; Jim and Glenna Rhodes, St. Louis.
Porter Hensley by Margarette Hensley, 
Farmington.
Joyce Hixson by Rosalie Lambert, St. Ann.
James Hoover by Mr. and Mrs. Luther Hoover, 
Jr., Bolivar.
Rev. and Mrs. William Hopkins by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Hopkins, Wentzville.
Gladys How by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves.
Marilyn Huff by The Baptist Home Auxiliary, 
Ozark.
Virginia “Ginny” Hutchinson by Ron Jones, 
Branson West; Dorlah Williams, Retha Emerich, 
Mr. and Mrs. Reid Stephens, Edward and 
Marla Douglas, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Deatz, Mr. 
and Mrs. Darrel Rinehart, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
Thompson, Edward Milbank, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Wolf, Mr. and Mrs. Don Boyer, Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lehnhoff, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Stephens, Terry and 
Kim Bloss, Chillicothe; Lucile Stanley, T.J. and 
R.D. Bradford, Gallatin; Mr. and Mrs. James 
Bishop, Hannibal; Kevin McCue, Santa Fe, 
NM; Krisi Duggins, South Greenfield; Era 
Justice, Springfield; Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hunziker, 
Brookfield; Patricia Holmes, Boonville.
Elmer and Bea Jackson by Rae McKinney, 
Jefferson City.
Eva Jackson by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
J.A. Johnson by Winona Johnson, Bogard.
Larry Johnson by Johnny and Susan David, 
Bonne Terre; Margaret Heil, Cobden, IL; Jane 
Johnson, Ironton; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Goad, Park 
Hills.
Noel and Ester Johnson by Margaret Heil, 
Cobden, IL.
Robert “Johnny” Johnston by Rose Johnston, 
Farmington.
Virginia Keeton by Frieda Belmar, St. Louis.
Don Keller by Martin and Phyllis Nicolay, 
Florissant; Walter and Audrey Tarde, Thelma 
Dattler, St. Louis; Ronald and Sarah Mead, 
Zionsville, IN.

Opal Lantz by Sharon Austin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert Westmoreland, Platte City; David 
McCullough, Dean and Naomi Jackson, 
Kansas City; Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pruett, Brad 
Cody, Farmington; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Walker, 
Boonville.
Jim LeCompte by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Mary Nell Lehner by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Harold Leonard by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Eleanor Marsden by Carol Mallette, St. Louis.
Cecil Mathers by Paul and Patsy Werner, 
O’Fallon.
Elizabeth Matthes by Carol Mallette, St. Louis.
Dorothy McClure by Paula Cantrell, Plato.
Grace McKeen by Dolores Sutterfield, Salem.
Lola McNally by Retha Emerich, Durwood 
and Karen Thomas, Joel and Anna McNally, 
Chillicothe; Linda Moore, Trenton; Cindy 
Peterie, Chula.
Hank and Maple Montgomery by Richard 
and Judy Kurtzweil, Bolingbrook, IL; Ron and 
Janice Dierker, Ballwin.
Waneta Morgan by Ruth Short, Ironton.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Morrow by Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Tayloe, Owensville.
Eldon Munton by Zeldean Munton, Ozark.
Clate Myers by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Joyce Nicklas by Harvey and Anna Wright, 
Ozark.
Jewel Nicks by Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Childers, 
Reeds Springs.
Frank and Opal Nixon by Ruby Ward, 
Owensville.
Bill Noble by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hargrave, 
Brighton.
Keith Oberkrom by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Chatlos, Liberty.
Hugh and Evelyn Painter by Mr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Painter, Vestavia, AL.
Dorothy Clark Pallo by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Wilma Payne by Philip and LeAnna Payne, 
Raytown.
Barbara Pearson by Kenneth and Cindi 
Hughes, Springfield.
Henry Pennington by Rev. and Mrs. Gerald 
Collier, Jackson.
Phyllis Perley by Sandy Perley, Columbia.
Dorothy Perry by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Perry, 
Columbia.
Inez Pierson by Rev. and Mrs. Gerald Collier, 
Jackson.
Ed Pruitt by Pansy Pruitt, Farmington.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Clerc, Affton.
William and Nellie Reid by Marjorie Reid, 
Columbia.
Bill Riggs by Steven and Kathie Jones, 
Farmington; Jim and Sharon Nelson, Jefferson 
City; Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, Festus; Rev. and 
Mrs. George Noble, Ozark.

Cecil Saulsbury by Phyllis Saulsbury, Kansas 
City.
Rev. and Mrs. Chris Scheihing by Melody 
Yount, St. Louis.
Jim Schudy by Ginny Raney, Mexico.
Norma Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Truman Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
James “Doc” Short by Ruth Short, Ironton.
Eugene Smith by Shirley Smith, Salisbury.
Gloria Smith by Dorlah Williams, Chillicothe.
Susie Martin Smith by Rev. and Mrs. Jimmie 
Martin, Lithonia, GA.
Donald and Angeline Stanley by Mr. and Mrs. 
Terry Hudson, Springfield.
Imogene Stone by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Lucille Stufflebeam by Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey 
Parshley, Reno, NV.
Bernadine Sullins by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Ozark.
Fae Teeter by Ken Teeter, Ashland.
George, Helen and Barbara Thomas by Janice 
Baker, Holts Summit.
Nina Vieth by Donald Vieth, St. Louis.
James Wagner by Glenna Wagner, St. Charles.
Mary Wagner by Glenna Wagner, St. Charles.
Vera Webb by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Harrisonville.
Carl Whitener by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Goad, Park 
Hills.
Lois Wilkerson by Jo Ella Maguffee, Arcadia.
Rachel Whitesitt by Sharon Hutchinson, 
Salisbury.
Berl Williams by Julia Tiemeyer, Ronald and 
Shirley Yardley, Mr. and Mrs. Farrell Warren, 
Meadville; G.F. Keith, Trenton; Judith Hoselton, 
Forsyth; Mr. and Mrs. Danny Baxter, Geraldine 
Baxter, Dolores Tolen, Tim and Kristine 
Cranmer, Chillicothe; William and Judy Hetzel, 
Colona, IL; Chillicothe OES, Chapter 113, Dawn.
Elsie Williams by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
James Williams by Don Williams, Pilot Knob.
Tandy and Jessie Williams by Lillith Leonard, 
Tipton.
Barbara Willis by Earl Willis, Huntsville.
Joe and Elsie Wood by Dale and Betty St. 
Gemme, Farmington.
Jerry Woodward by Debra Woodward, 
Clarksville.
Sallie Wood-Weekley by Sandy Sachs, Ron 
Wood, Pat Long, Kathy McNutt, Karen Carruth, 
Foristell.
Margeory Wright by Mary Ann Bouas, St. Louis.
Regina Wright by Mr. and Mrs. Larry Keating, 
Poplar Bluff.
Jim Young by Mr. and Mrs. John Young, 
Surprise, AZ.
Violet Zumalt by James Zumalt, Chesterfield.

Honorariums and memorials received 
November 2, 2018, through January 30, 
2019.
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A learning coloring book for young children. 
Developed by The Baptist Home, Inc., a ministry to the aging.

Compassionate Care since 1913
The Baptist Home

A learning coloring book for young children. 
Developed by The Baptist Home, Inc., a ministry to the aging.

Grandma Doesn’t Know 
My Name

Compassionate Care since 1913
The Baptist Home

Compassionate Care since 1913
The Baptist Home

Just Like Me

A learning coloring book for young children. 
Developed by The Baptist Home, Inc., a ministry to the aging.

"Just Like Me" - a story developed to help 
young children understand the similarities 
they share with older people.

"Grandma Doesn't Know My Name" - a story 
written to help young children understand how 
to handle a loved one going through memory 
loss associated with old age or dementia.

"A Home With Many Rooms" - the history 
of TBH written for young children.

THE BAPTIST HOME PRESENTS:
EDUCATIONAL CHILDREN'S COLORING BOOK SERIES

Aging impacts us all, and the challenges are no less difficult for the young.  The Baptist Home's 
mission of ministering to all aging humanity extends even to the young.  The Baptist Home has 

created three resources just for children to help with the conversation. 

If you are interested in receiving FREE copies for yourself or your church, please contact: 
Becky Barton • bbarton@thebaptisthome.org • (866) 454-2709


