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“Don’t be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I 
have called you by your name. You are mine.” 
Isaiah 43:1b (World English Bible)
 
For several years now, The Baptist Home and 
its Foundation have been plowing around some 
stumps, as President Steven Jones calls it.  As we 
continue to learn about Cuba and its eldercare 
ministry needs, we have found the situation there 
to be akin to those Missouri stumps. Interestingly 
enough, serving God by serving others often 
reminds us of  the stumps we know that have 
been there, unmoved, ready to challenge us! 

Recently the administrator of  the Eastern Cuba 
Baptist Convention’s “Baptist Home,” Donis 
Abella, and his translator at the home and 
nearby seminary, Jose Giro, flew into town, 
asking to come see us after our being there last 
April. We saw a peace and authentic gratefulness 
and gentleness we often see absent in the 
hurriedness of  American life. 

Their visit included a tour of  The Baptist Home-
Arcadia Valley campus by Administrator Sherri 
Snider.  On Friday, March 31, at The Baptist Home 
board meeting, Donis greeted again Baptist Home 
President Steven Jones and thanked trustees for 
their prayers and support. 

The Cubans have uncovered stumps since 1959 
and have used the best resources they have had 
in hand to dig them up. It has been more than 
difficult and indeed slow.  

As we step up in our partnership to serve them, 
what have we learned?  

1) We have learned that believers accept 
incredible vision from God when presented with 

the opportunity to serve others. Last year we 
were told that when shown years ago the need 
to establish a Christian care facility which they 
call a retirement home, they did not waiver 
even though they had to borrow the first peso 
to begin. They had no clue to the future, only 
the call to begin. 

2) We have learned that God sets the timing, 
not us. The North Carolina Baptist Men and 
their construction teams for the past five 
years have moved the nursing home from a 
chapel to a full campus as well as undergirding 
some work at the seminary next door. They have 
been concerned about what was next for the home 
with its many needs. We  have a partner there as 
these teams move to central Cuba now to work on 
a second seminary facility as Kingdom work grows 
there. Serving God allows us to partner with those 
who also serve others.

3) We have learned that The Baptist Home 
Foundation is well equipped to partner under the 
Cuban Baptist leadership for next steps. We spent 
much time identifying where things are today and 
what needs to happen next.   

4) We have learned that Baptists everywhere have 
their own unique ways of  accomplishing what 
they sense God is asking them to do. Part of  the 
great blessing of  our global work is to see and 
participate in these “unique ways” that move them 
forward. We American believers often try to do 
something in our own right and then thank God 
afterwards for what has been done.  Our global 
partners have said more than once, “We believe 
God has asked us to do this.  We have no money, 
but we have faith. God supplies what we need to 
move forward, however slowly.”  

5) We have learned that there are going to be 
stumps in Cuba that we must work around that we 
have not faced anywhere else in our global ministry. 
In addition to having meager resources, Cuba is 
also hampered by not having functional Internet 
or reliable email access making communications 
difficult.  This could well be our most challenging 
hurdle yet to date in the global ministry we have. 

If  you would like to see our short video of  the Cuba 
partnership, please go to our YouTube channel, 
TheBaptistHome1, or The Baptist Home Foundation 
Facebook page. 

Regardless of  why, God has said to The Baptist Home 
that it is time to step up and claim this partnership.  
We will continue to plow around the stump and will 
be all the better for it.   

Baptist Home President Steven Jones with Cuban guests, 
Donis Abella and Jose Giro.


