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In April, The Baptist Home staff hosted Polish Baptist leaders at The Baptist Home campuses to provide training 
and to discuss mission opportunities in Poland. (From left) Becky Barton, Rafal Witkowski, Marzena Snarksa, 
Ron Mackey, Jim Nelson and Mateusz Wichary. 

Information provided by Dr. Roger Hatfield who serves 
as the Global Aging Missions Consultant for The Baptist 
Home Foundation. 

“And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not 
forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this 
generation, Your power to all who are to come.”--
Psalm 71:18

One need not look far to uncover the passion of the 
Polish Baptists for a preferred future. Daniel Trusiewicz, 
current mission partnership coordinator, European 
Baptist Federation, reminds us that by 1938, the Polish 
Baptists fruitfully did evangelism and established a 
theological seminary, a publishing house, a hospital, 
an orphanage and an eldercare home. However, 
eighty years ago this September 1, the Nazis almost 
totally annihilated the Baptist witness in that great 
country.  Astonishingly, passion was not dead, only 
strewn, unrecognizable, in the Polish streets that 
awful autumn. Yet today, from these ashes, Baptists 
emerged and are moving once again toward a vibrant 
and caring Slavic community of faith.

Through a series of God-directed steps, The Baptist 
Home Foundation met the current president of the 
Baptist Union made up of 100 churches and a local 
pastor himself, Mateusz Wichary.  He has been leading 
this Baptist Union of Poland to constantly face forward 
with three pillars of focus: leadership development, 

church planting, and charity work. It is this charity work 
that The Baptist Home Foundation has a place to attach and 
champion this vision.

With a small minority of Poles (.0135 of the total Polish 
population), these Baptist leaders have decided to show 
compassionate care to their fellow citizens to engage 
people to hear the Gospel.  Currently, a homeless shelter 
and rehabilitation center has been successfully opened with 
twenty-two residents. Under the leadership of a young 
pastor, seminary graduate and therapist, Rafal Witkowski, 
a former businessman, has joined Mateusz with his own 
remarkable story.  A local Baptist church in Bialystok, near 
the Belarusian border, has had an eldercare center for some 
time, the only one of its kind among Polish Baptists. On this 
trip was also Marzena Snarksa, assistant to the director of 
this impressive campus.
    
    •  The Christian nursing home at Bialystok has space     
          for 66 in both single and double rooms; 
    •  The staff numbers 37, including a doctor, nurses   
          and other staff, and there is space for skilled, heavy   
         care residents;
    •  The activities include music, theater and cabaret               
         groups, including children, youth and active   

         senior adult programs and guests. 
    •  Other amenities include a common room,   
         connected with the library, as well as a garden. 
    •  In Poland volunteers are welcomed to work with             
        the residents as well as students with internships.
    •  This place invites all persons into its campus and             
         treats each one with respect and a Christian   
         welcome.

The projections for the 65-and-over aging population 
of Poland by 2020, just next year, is 22 percent of the 
total population.  The same projections for the USA in 
2020 are for the over-65 to be at 17 percent. 
   
    •  Pray for Polish Baptists with a renewed vision for  
        sharing Christ with their country men and women.
    •  Pray for the leadership as they envision a   
         compassionate care ministry  “to the least of  these.”
    •  Pray for the Global Aging Mission’s ministry of The  
         Baptist Home Foundation.

President of the Baptist Union of Poland Mateusz 
Wichary shared their vision for expanding charity 
work in Poland. 


