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“Anyone who does not provide for their 
relatives, and especially for their own 
household, has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever.” – 1 Timothy 5:8   NIV

A small band of leaders sat in front of 
Ron Mackey, director of advancement 
for The Baptist Home, and me in January 
2016.  We gathered in a safe area in 
Guatemala City to focus on their interest 
in the elderly of their country.  Scheduled 
for months, this event was to launch a 
journey into a national plan for eldercare 
through the Guatemalan Baptist 
Convention.  

What transpired in those few days was 
a fire that was lit that has not yet been 
quenched.  Their first major project 
in 2017 was to meet face-to-face with 
local church and community leaders in 
the highlands. Here were believers of 
northern Guatemala where 23 Mayan 
languages are spoken. Hundreds came 
to hear and vision what they could do 
together to care for the elderly. 

The leadership presented the emphasis 
on eldercare through the ministry of the 
churches. They taught about goals and 
purposes and God’s love for all people, 
including the aging. They helped the 
churches refocus on learning how to 
meet even the basic needs of the elderly 
in their communities.  

A small Guatemalan team came for 
Validation Therapy training in El Salvador 
during the 2018 Central America 
event. The need surfaced early for the 
Guatemalans as they expressed pain 
at seeing their pastors and others with 
dementia and Alzheimer-type dementias.  
They had no solutions at all to help the 

churches and families in 
this great time of suffering.  
In many countries, there is 
still no social security for 
the aged. In Guatemala, 
a pastor who retires from 
his church has no income 
to sustain him and his 
wife.  Consequently, they 
continue to lead their 
church beyond their ability 
to do so effectively. 

As a result of the very 
successful 2017 gathering, 
the national team is now 
building from that event 
and turning to a strong focus on medical 
services that serve the leadership of these 
churches.

A joint team of Guatemalan and American 
medical staff will:
     • Conduct basic medical exams,
     • Treat with medications they have            
      available, and
     • Provide and fit assistive             
      equipment, such as walkers and   
      wheelchairs.

They will focus on strategic areas from 
their relationships in the Mayan north in 
Coban, Fray Bartolome de Las Casas and 
the entire Peten region. They will come to 
the more populated areas of the capital 
city, Guatemala City, and the beautiful 
region around Lake Atitlan.  

The health needs of all Guatemalans are 
overwhelming which means more so for 
their elderly.  When Guatemalan Baptists 
give attention to the physical and spiritual 
needs of the elderly, they are living out 
Matthew 25 in vast, noticeable ways. 

The Baptist Home Foundation has a 
history now in Guatemala.  We have 
built personal relationships and strategic 
alliances there with those who can 
make a difference when they take the 
leadership challenge.  We have leaders 
not afraid to step out.  We have leaders 
not afraid to find local and national 
resources where they can.  We have 
leaders not afraid to be truthful in the 
challenges they face. We have leaders 
who know what they can do with what 
they have been given or can find.  

Our field is global because 
aging is universal.

More than 60 pastors and leaders from the Guatemalan Baptist Convention met 
together to discuss eldercare in their communities.


