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The Salvadoran Eldercare Leadership Team meeting to discuss ways to 
improve eldercare in their communities. 

“And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not 
forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this 
generation, Your power to all who are to come.” 
Psalm 71:18

 
It was only fifteen months ago that TBH Advancement 
Director Ron Mackey and I met with the Salvadoran 
Eldercare Team, a group they themselves chose and 
commissioned.   This incredible group established a game 
plan and have spent these past fifteen months carrying 
it out.

In mid-August, we had the opportunity to meet with their 
influencing leadership on the Eldercare Team.  As the 
gentle breezes blew through the jalousie windows that 
carried the music of Central American birds among the 
Heliconia flowers, the Salvadoran eyes spoke volumes.

We shared of the ways God built leadership into Moses 
in Exodus 2-4, of the critical resources--human, material 
and financial--all of us have been given to do Kingdom 
work.  We began to dream once more and the fact that 
they expressed needs on behalf of their churches excited 
us. They did not see money as their solution nor did they 

ask for more Americans.  
They didn’t want someone 
to do their work for them, 
for a nursing home to 
be built, for books, for 
anything except:

1) They wanted to help 
caregivers--in institutions 
and homes--communicate 
with and work with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 
residents and parents. They 
also need help in knowing 
from those with training in ministering with the elderly how 
to best help elderly transport from one location--chair, bed--
to another location--table, car, chair--without endangering or 
hurting them or the caregiver. 

2) They wanted to help families with live-in elderly parents, 
very common in under resourced countries. They want 
churches to consider adult day care social programs as a 
way to minister inside their communities. Adult day care 

is not new to El Salvador but for 
churches to use them was a new 
thought. (The first adult day care 
in the world we know of was in 
the 1940s and ‘50s in England.  It 
was not until 1970 that ADC came 
to the United States.)

We at The Baptist Home 
Foundation, who are charged with 
the global aging missions side of  
The Baptist Home ministry, often 
say our greatest joy and work is 
in coaching our national partners.  
It takes many of us sometimes 

to get it right.  Filled with questions and concerns, these 
Eldercare Teams have had no other entity such as ours to 
help them. There is a stark lack of any kind of media--
books, videos, brochures, even with a non-Christian focus-
-available to them and certainly very few in the Christian 
healthcare community to turn to for help.

•	 The Webster Bible Translation says in Matthew 
13:38, The field is the world; the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom.

•	 Now in nine countries, The Baptist Home 
Foundation will become the premier global 
provider of transnational, Christian elder care 
ministry. 
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Baptist Home Trustee and Future Leadership Foundation staffer Verlyn Bergen (far 
left) poses with leadership of the Association of Baptists of El Salvador.

Information provided by Dr. Roger Hatfield who serves 
as the Global Aging Missions Specialist for The Baptist 
Home. 


