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“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow’s cause.” -   Isaiah 1:17 ESV

I was sitting in the offices of the Future 
Leadership Foundation inside the Baptist 
Student Union on Mizzou’s campus on a rainy 
spring day. With me were three Baptist Poles, 
leaders of the growing Baptist community in 
Poland.  Gracious and smiling, they engaged 
with me immediately. I knew, as did they, that 
our encounter was limited and precious. We 
wanted to “redeem the time.” (Ephesians 5:16).

History records that their country has been 
among the most invaded of countries in the 
world because of its location.  They can count 
40 times in the past 400 years where there have 
been invasions into their land.  

From 1795-1918, Poland virtually disappeared 
from the map.  It was partitioned between 
Austria, Prussia, and Russia.  Today the Polish 
people have once again fought for and regained 
their national independence.

Two and a half hours northwest of the House 
of Mercy at Kobrin, Belarus, across the Polish 
border at Bialystok, sits the only Baptist nursing 
home in all of Poland.  http://domkchb.pl/pl/
witamy/

Other than this, the ministry to aging in the 
churches and communities they serve is austere. 

Occasionally there is ministry 
in a church here and there. The 
leaders with me were more 
than eager to envision what 
might be in a joint venture 
with others who champion 
compassionate care for the 
aging.

Over 60 percent of Polish 
Baptists are first generation 
Baptists. Organized work 
began in 1858 in earnest. 
The period between the two World Wars was very 
fruitful for the Polish Baptists.  These courageous 
people successfully ran missionary work and 
organized a theological seminary. They added a 
publishing house, a hospital, an orphanage and 
a home for the aged. In 1938, there were 16,000 
baptized members with about 30,000 family 
members total participating in the life of the 
Baptist churches of Poland. But World War II nearly 
decimated these Baptists.

Today, there are approximately 5,500 members 
in 115 churches and church plants. About 10,000 
participants are present each Sunday in the 
churches. Each year there are new church plants, 
new ministries and over 300 new believers in a 
country that is only 0.2 percent evangelical.

The Baptist community in Poland has established 
three priorities in a vision of a preferred future: 

1) Leadership - identifying new, young leaders and 
undergirding the heavy load of existing leaders.

2) Church planting - helping to establish a mentoring 
program for the growth of church planters.

3) Strengthening Polish Baptist Aid - Modeled after 
Hungarian Baptist Aid, a large and effective aid 
organization that was started in 1996 and reaches 
over Europe.  One of its prongs of Christian ministry 
is eldercare.

The Baptist Home Foundation (TBHF) has begun the 
usual strategic planning process, this time with the 

great Polish Baptists.  As we seek to listen to and 
undergird their eldercare vision, we will find the 
common ground to begin.

The current goals and dreams are: 

1) Provide a common ground for working 
together and creating support networks of similar 
organizations across Poland. 

2) Engage in practical support and serious 
expansion of charity organizations in Poland.

3) Establish relationships and increase the scope of 
cooperation with charity organizations from around 
the world.

4) Inspire more volunteers to join the group or 
become leaders in their own communities.

Pray for TBHF as it “plows around the stumps” in the 
name of Christ to champion our global brothers and 
sisters.

Polish Baptist leaders Henryk Skrzypkowski, 
Mateucz Wichary and his wife, Beata. 

Elblag Baptist Church is the oldest Baptist church in Poland, established 1844.


