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GLOBAL FOOTPRINTS TO OUR DOORSTEPS

Compassionate LifeCare since 1913

Newsletter

As The Baptist Home prepares to look 
into the face of 2015, this 101-year-old 
ministry looks into the rear view mirror.  
It’s only for a moment, you understand, 
since the future is in front of us. It is the 
past that encourages us and reminds 
all of us what God has done through 
His people.  It cannot be changed.  It is 
the future that is in our hands, though, 
and we have the privilege, the joy, the 
responsibility, to step in the footprints of 
God who goes before us.

In short, The Baptist Home is excited about its 
global eldercare ministry opportunities in the 
evangelical world.

Belarus
• Administrator of the House of Mercy, Igor 
Miklyaev, along with two other leadership 
individuals—Anastasiya Filatova and Inna 
Vandich—spent twelve days in Missouri in 
September. Days of training and traveling, 
days of coaching and planning, all served 
to remind Belarusians and Americans of 
the great partnership Missouri Baptists 
have had with Belarus since 1993, almost 
22 years.

• President Leonid Mikhovich, 
Minsk Baptist Theological 
Seminary, has opened the door 
for conferences sponsored by 
the seminary and The Baptist 
Home to make local churches 
aware of their opportunities to 
minister to the elders in their 
communities. June saw three 
national trainers—a Belarusian, 
a Ukrainian and an Uzbek—
guiding the training in churches 
across Belarus.

• Coursework through Minsk 
Seminary will begin in 2015 
both on campus and via 
distance learning as the 
process works into place. 
Two partners—The Baptist 
Home Foundation and Future 
Leadership Foundation—are 
working together to provide 

distance learning to this campus as well as 
Ukraine Baptist Theological Seminary to 
increase education opportunities for future 
leaders.

• The House of Mercy has received gifting 
for adding a ventilation system to the 
campus and is working on a possible 
addition to the existing structure with 
other partners.  Thirty residents now call 
this place home. Some exciting training 
opportunities now are on the drawing 
table for 2015.

El Salvador and Guatemala
• Through the invitation of the Association 
of Baptists of El Salvador, The Baptist Home 
in November was able to visit an eldercare 
community in northern El Salvador.  Now 
with few residents in it, this home has 
existed for some time.  Good planning and 
wise decisions will guide the future of this 
project.

• The need for local churches to coordinate 
ministry to the elderly is on the list of actions 
to be considered. There are 14 counties in 
the country with Baptist work in 12 of those 

counties. Evangelical Christians, mainly 
Baptists, Pentecostals and others make 
up 48% of the population of El Salvador. 
Consideration of seminary training in 
eldercare ministry will support local church 
leadership.

•The Guatemala Baptist Convention has 
asked to meet with The Baptist Home 
about leader training, the work of eldercare 
ministry in that country, and the future of 
its seminary.

Lithuania
• President 
of the 
Baptist 
Union of 
Lithuania, Irmantas Pinkoraitis, has shared 
that God has raised up a couple from the 
New Testament Baptist Church, Vilnius, 
who have a heart for ministering to the 
elderly.  Where there is a heart for caring 
and ministry, there are God-directed 
avenues available.  They may not be our 
choice, but the ones that work are of His 
choosing.

Moldova
• The Baptist Home readers are familiar 
with the Moldova connection at the 
Tabitha House. The needs remain great for 
the 55 residents who live there.

• Bethany Baptist Church, Chisinau, 
continues to offer a free lunch to thirty old 
people three times a week. Before the lunch, 
they have a simple one-hour Bible study 

Baptist House of Mercy resident, 
Anna Petrukovich, age 99.

The Baptist Home is excited 
about its global eldercare 
ministry opportunities in 
the evangelical world.

Tabitha House resident
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where 15-20 persons attend. These lunches are usually 
offered to the poorest elderly in the sector. Three times 
a year, during the biggest holidays, they invite and offer 
special meals to about 150-200 poor elderly.

New Zealand
• One of The Baptist Home’s newest conversations has 
started with New Zealand, home of three million people 
and sixty million sheep!  These early discussions will help 
direct us where The Baptist Home might be of greatest 
help to them.

Norway
• From Stavanger, Norway, Dagny 
Pedersen came twenty-eight years ago 
to The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley 
to learn about Validation Therapy.  
Her heart for helping the elderly has 
been evident over the years she has 
spent in nursing care. The hope is for 
opportunities The Baptist Home might 
have to train and encourage people 
around the world in Validation Therapy. 
Norway has been a great place to start!

Ukraine
• The president of Ukraine Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Dr. Slavik Pyzh, worked with The Baptist 
Home to carve out an agreement for 2014-2016 that 
would include providing coursework for students in 
the field of aging as well as servicing their partner 
campuses with helping local church pastors and 
leaders to open ministries to the elderly.

• Luba Chaban, the administrator of the new Baptist 
nursing home near Lviv came to Arcadia Valley to look 
at the campus. The Baptist Home Foundation provided 
a matching grant with this ministry to complete the 
roof of the campus before winter. 
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WHAT MAKES THE 
BAPTIST HOME SPECIAL
Someone once asked me, “What makes The Baptist Home so 
special?” This was a fair question. There are certainly hundreds of 
quality nursing homes and retirement communities available to 
choose from. I believe The Baptist Home is one of them. 

However, there is a defining element about The Baptist Home 
which is different. Perhaps it is because of our Philosophy of 
Care. We believe in ministering to the total person, to care not 
only for the physical and social needs of our residents, but the 
spiritual and emotional needs as well.  Compassionate LifeCare is 
one of the defining characteristics of our ministry. It is at the core 
of what we do. 

It is not always easy to minister to the total person. Doing so, 
takes time. It takes commitment and dedication. There is some 
degree of emotional risk involved. When you take time to get 
emotionally connected to a person, it hurts to lose them. It hurts 
as if you lost a member of your own family. But I think I can speak 
for all Baptist Home staff when I say, we would not want it any 
other way. 

Our founders, Dr. Milford and Mary Riggs, got it right. They knew 
that only out of a sacrificial love could be born a ministry to the 
aging. The most frail and forgotten members of our society can 
only be truly cared for by living out the gospel of Christ. 

The note that came from our 
three Belarusian friends from 
the House of Mercy to Sharon 
and me was signed “Your 
Belarusian grandchildren.” 
Perhaps it was their surprise 
in learning that we had 
no children and thus no 
grandchildren or the affection 
we developed for them during 
their two week stay in Missouri, 
or both. We tried to spoil them 
like grandchildren are spoiled 
all over the world. 

Anastasiya Filatova is a beautiful 
person in every way, and I like 
to say her full name rather than 
Nasta or the Americanized, 
Nastia. She spent a lot of time 
mothering me during her stay, 
insisting that I looked tired 
and needed to get some rest. 
She examined my food for its 
nutritional value at most of our 
meals. I tried to give her a hard 
time by saying I didn’t know who 
would mother me when she 
returned home. A question mark 
formed on her forehead at that 
which resolved itself into a smirk 
(she’s a quick study). “OK, I call 
you everyday,” she quipped in 
slightly broken English. 

Roger Hatfield and I met her 
at the House of Mercy in 2012 
where her heart of compassion 
was evident to us from the first 

day. When she 
walked into a 
room, the faces 
of the residents 
would light up. 

Anastasiya 
is the most 
European of 
the trio. Her 
“zee” for “the” 
reminds me of 
Garbo in old 
TCM movies. 
She is a city girl 
from Minsk.  I 

heard her address her boss and 
the administrator of the House 
of Mercy as Igor Alexandrovich, 
which is his first name plus his 
father’s name, and her way of 
expressing more respect for 
him than merely the first name. 
This gave me an opening when 
I introduced them to poke fun 
at the great Russian novelists. 
“If Tolstoy didn’t insist on 
including the patronymics 
every time he wrote a name, 
War and Peace would be 500 
pages shorter and people 
would actually read it,” I said. 

Inna Vandich told me not to 
forget the diminutives that 
the Russian novelists also love 
to use. Thus Dimitry becomes 
Dima, Tatyana becomes Tanya 
and Ivan, Vanya, I think. Inna is 
diminutive (as in small), but all 
ninety or so pounds of her are 
full of her university education. 
She speaks three languages 
and can poke fun at you in all 
three. On seeing my library, 
she called me “bucherworm” 
or bookworm and then added 
“sugarworm” after noting my 
fondness for desserts. She is 
wise beyond her years and also 
a bit of a “wiseguy.”

She is by far the most western 
of the three, having been 
raised in the Brest region 

of Belarus near the Polish border. She 
is techno savvy and would fit in with 
twenty-somethings anywhere in the USA 
except for her Christian worldview and 
orientation. 

Igor Alexandrovich Miklyaev is a big 
bear of a man and tough guy who has 
been a soldier, a factory worker, a soccer 
player and coach, in addition to his 
current roles as a Baptist pastor and 
administrator of the House of Mercy. 
Like the other two, he is very intelligent 
and compassionate. When he speaks of 
the elderly entrusted to his care, his eyes 
tear up and he stoically brushes them 
away like tough guys always do (see John 
Wayne).

The three came at the invitation of 
The Baptist Home and toured our 
three campuses and took back a lot of 
information about how we do things 
here which they will adapt to their own 
particular environment in Belarus. They 
also were in several of our churches where 
they expressed heartfelt thanks for the 
gifts and prayers of those who helped 
them establish the House of Mercy. They 
made a lot of friends while they were here. 

If you were among those friends and 
would like to help spoil Anastasiya, Inna 
and Igor Alexandrovich when you go to 
Belarus, take peanut butter and books by 
Henri Nouwen for Anastasiya, books by 
C.S. Lewis for Inna, and country or gospel 
music CDs for Igor.          JWN 

Where there is a 
heart for caring 
and ministry, there 
are God-directed 
avenues available.  
They may not be 
our choice, but the 
ones that work are 
of His choosing.

Becky Barton serves as the 
Director of Communications 

for The Baptist Home. She 
manages the marketing and 
communications program to 

ensure the home accomplishes 
its mission and ministry, now 

and in the future.

IGOR, INNA AND ANASTASIYA

New Zealand Red Hat Ladies Group

Dr. Roger Hatfield serves as a 
consultant for The Baptist Home 
Foundation. He specializes in 
Global Missions outreach and 
strives to build relationships 
with churches and other 
ministry specialists dedicated to 
advancing the care of the aged 
around the world.

OUR BELARUSIAN 
GRANDCHILDREN

JIM AND SHARON NELSON
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The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley recently hosted a visitor 
from Stavanger, Norway. Dagny Pedersen originally 
visited The Home in 1986 to learn more about Validation 
Therapy, a method of working with the elderly that 
focuses on feelings rather than facts. This approach to 
working with the elderly was developed by Naomi Feil 
and introduced to The Baptist Home by Joy Goodwin 
nearly 30 years ago. It has become an integral part of 
The Home’s Philosophy of Care ever since. In a recent 
interview with Dagny, she shared with me her motivation 
for learning more about Validation and her impressions 
of The Baptist Home’s ministry. 

Can you tell me a little about your first trip here in 1986?
I heard a radio program about Validation Therapy, and 
I was inspired to learn more. I wrote to Naomi Feil, the 
founder of Validation Therapy, and found out she was 
going to be in Baltimore giving a seminar. Since I had 
a cousin who lived there, I decided to try and go. After 
hearing Naomi speak, I knew I wanted to learn more. 
Naomi helped me get in touch with Joy Goodwin, wife 
of then Superintendent Ed Goodwin, at The Baptist 
Home in Ironton, Missouri. 

After contacting Joy, I made plans to visit in October 
1986. Upon my arrival, I was able to stay in an 
independent living apartment on campus. For four 
weeks, I learned as much as I could about Validation 
Therapy from Joy as well as Sherri Snider. Both women 
were my mentors. I really enjoyed working with the 
residents and using Validation.  

When I returned to Norway, I had to write down 
everything I learned for the government and local 
community because they had given me money to go 
and learn.  There was a nurse that asked me to come 
and teach a class of nurses about Validation Therapy. A 
lot of people began talking about Validation. 

I remember a lady in the nursing home where I used 
to work. She was very mean and would throw things. 
Nobody wanted to go in her room. I decided to give 

Washcloths (colored) and Bath Towels (colored and white); Kleenex; 
Listerene; Fixodent; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Efferdent; Scope; 
Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Razors; Hairbrushes; Combs; Flower 
Arranging Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts 
(white-XL); Cotton balls; Fleece; Pre-cut print fabric books; Yarn (whole 
skeins); Diabetic socks; Long straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp 
scissors; White Felt (half or more yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; 
Artificial Flowers; DVD’s (family friendly), Hearing Aid Batteries #312.

Volunteer Opportunities
Special music groups  anytime; Sunday sing-a-longs; fingernail 
painting; letter writing;  scripture reading 1 on 1; Special music 
for Sunday Worship Services; helping in the craft’s department.
For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs

BIRTHDAYS
Jan  3 Lois Wilkerson, First, Ironton
Jan  4 Lloyd Mooney, First, Ironton
Jan  9 Homer Hughes, First, Ironton
Jan  10 Robert Ruppert, United Methodist, Kirkwood
Jan  12 Bonnie Whitener, Mt. Pisgah, Fredericktown
Jan  15 Carl Whitener, Mt. Pisgah, Fredericktown
Jan  20 John Burney, First, Ironton
Jan  22 Lee Truax, First, Newton, MS
Jan  27 Wanda Purvis, Patterson Baptist
Jan  30 Peggy Thomas, First, Salem
Feb  2 Gladys Wilkerson, First, Ironton
Feb  6 Waneta Morgan, Third, St. Louis
Feb  17 Dorothy Brotherton, First, Farmington
Feb  21 Joyce Larrew, Fee Fee, Bridgeton
Mar  6 Vernell Williams, First, Jefferson City
Mar  8 Betty Dalton, Cross Keys, Florissant
Mar  11 Edna Johnson, Church of the Savior, Mesa, AZ
Mar  23 Chris Fritschle, Central, Eureka
Mar  24 William Twitchel, Warrenton Baptist
Mar  27 Jesslyn Lewis, First, Farmington
Mar  27 Olive Naramore, High Gate, St. James

ANNIVERSARIES
Mar  28 Charles and Virgie Dodd, Florissant Valley, Florissant

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Aug  5 Dolores Semmel, Faith Tabernacle, St. Louis
Aug  9 Leona Goskie, First, Fenton
Oct  26 Clyde Larrew, Fee Fee, Bridgeton

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CAMPUS
Sep  29 Donna Haus, First, Farmington (IL)
Sep  29 Patricia Haus, Canaan, St. Louis (IL)
Sep  30 Isabelle Strong, 2nd Presbyterian, Memphis, TN (IL)

CAMPUS INFORMATION | ARCADIA VALLEY
DAGNY'S RETURN VISIT

Welcome New Residents!

Kaylene Orrick
First, Pilot Knob

August 19 

Josephine Reed
Maplewood, St. Louis
October 21 

This summer staff brought their children and grandchildren 
to visit with residents.  Needless to say, the residents LOVED 
their visit, so they came back again in October!

TBH | RESOURCES
Visit www.thebaptisthome.org/resources for 
additional articles about aging education, 
Validation Therapy and The Baptist Home’s 
mission of ministering to aging humanity.

Validation a try. I’m not a singer, so when I started to sing 
to her, my coworkers started to laugh at me. I didn’t care. 
She relaxed and began to talk more. We had a great time 
visiting. I showed another nurse working on that floor 
how to just touch her hands. The nurse tried it and for 
the first time had eye contact with her. The nurse asked, 
“Why have we not tried this before?” So I continued 
using Validation and telling people about it.

Since your first visit, what kind of changes have you seen?
Being here now, I can see how some things have 
changed. I see the staff asking residents what they 
would like to eat off of menus. That is something I will 
share about when I go back!  During my 2003 visit, Sherri 
and her husband, Karl, took me to visit the other two 
campuses at Ozark and Chillicothe. I was amazed at how 
much the ministry had grown since my first visit in 1986. 

Are you still working as a nurse in Norway?
No, I am currently a leader on a nursing home board in 
my local community. I am able to visit residents one-on-
one and observe their care. Only nurses are currently 
being taught Validation Therapy, but I can see how it 
would be important for every staff member to receive 
training like they do at The Baptist Home. I believe that 
we are at work to serve the patient. Every staff person 
has something special in them. Every person, staff and 
residents, have meaning and are important. 

How would you say The Baptist Home is different 
from other long-term care facilities?
It is sad that more nursing homes do not use 
Validation. Many of them use Reality Therapy. Now 
that I understand more about Validation Therapy, 
Reality Therapy seems terrible to me. It’s terrible to say 
something to a person like, “You can’t go home. There is 
no home.” 

Last Sunday, Sherri took residents down to chapel by 
the hand. She used their names which is something I 
wish our administrators would do. They do not know 
everybody’s name, nor do they often know when a new 
resident even enters the facility. One instance I know of 
is an administrator who didn’t know for two weeks that 
a resident had even been admitted to his facility. This 
is a shame. The staff here knows every resident’s name 
and makes them feel special and loved. Residents with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s may not recognize a name or a 
face, but feelings they remember. - BLB

Administrator Sherri Snider and Dagny Pedersen

BUBBLING BABIES

Holland MillerMary Reece

Maxine Parkes Wanda Purvis

Beulah Miller
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CAMPUS NEWS | ARCADIA VALLEY

Horses in the Courtyard

Homer Hughes smiled after 
visiting with staffer Patty Risher 
and her horse, Sugar.

Bonnie Ivester and Zantara got acquainted. John Burney enjoyed a visit with Sugar.

7th Annual Arcadia Valley Charity Golf Tournament 

Special thanks to our Corporate Sponsors! You helped make the 
7th Annual Arcadia Valley Charity Golf Tournament a success!

1st
A Flight

BAS - Jake Norman, Corey Durbin, Kyle King and 
Curtis Anderson (not in order of appearance)

1st
B Flight

AV Kiwanis – Andy Payne, Ray Kelsheimer, 
Gary Gardner and Randy Anglin

$11,775 was raised for the residents of the Arcadia Valley Campus!

Thank you also to our 
Hole-in-One sponsor: First 
State Financial Manage-
ment and volunteer, Lisa 
Sumpter. Beverage cart 
sponsors: Gentiva Hospice 

and volunteer, Tricia Curtis. 
Safe Harbor Hospice and 
volunteers, Michelle Smith 
and Christina Hedgecorth.

ELVIS!
-----------------------

Charles and Virgie Dodd with Elvis 
impersonator, Don Hester.

John Cope, Gladys Wilkerson and Effie Reed 
enjoyed the show.

Carolyn Gerheauser and Tim Alcorn enjoyed a day 
trip and picnic at Fredericktown City Lake.

CNA Justin Moss visited with Gerry Stephen 
during a recent picnic at Rhoades Park.

June Haefner and Bob Ruppert enjoyed a visit at Rhoades Park on the 
Arcadia Valley campus.

The Baptist Home - Arcadia Valley Bikers

The Great Outdoors

For almost fourteen years, staffer Patty Risher has been bringing her horse, Sugar, to visit the 
residents on the Arcadia Valley campus.  She has recently started bringing her registered Quarter 
Horse, Zantara, as well.  We are pretty sure the horses enjoy these visits as much as the residents!

Residents love to spend time enjoying the beautiful outdoors.  The Arcadia 
Valley campus is located in a park-like setting and is also near several state 
parks and other recreational areas which make fun day trips possible.

Bill Lumbley posed 
for a photo at the 
Fredericktown City Lake.

Springfield Grocer Co.
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I believe it was under Larry and Jane Johnson’s leadership 
that The Baptist Home started using “Compassionate 
LifeCare” in its description of ministry for older adults.  Now 
we throw in our age and often promote “Compassionate 
LifeCare since 1913.”

Larry rightly emphasized we are more than a medical 
model of care, but a ministry that addresses the whole 
spectrum of needs of aging adults. He reminded us that 
people are not only physical beings, but emotional and 
spiritual persons made in God’s image. And, as such, they 
deserve to be heard emotionally and spiritually throughout 
their lives.

After all, aging is an 
emotional and spiritual 
challenge. Ed and Joy 
Goodwin reminded 
us that as we grow 
older we encounter 
more losses. The losses 
tend to accumulate. 
We outlive family and 
friends, we lose physical 
strength and vitality, we 
travel into retirement 
losing significant 
roles, and we move 
away from familiar 
community and home. 

The losses place a heavy toll on our emotional and spiritual 
well-being. 

Grieving experts tell us that people experience certain 
conditions as they process loss. First comes shock or an 
emotional blow caused by the news of loss. This can also 
include a type of denial as if the loss did not happen. 
The process continues with anger and guilt; anger that is 
projected on others or guilt which is anger turned inward. 
This eventually gives way to depression as loss is fully 
realized and acknowledged. But hopefully, as we work 
through grief we fully embrace St. Paul’s admonition to 
‘grieve with hope’ as we integrate the loss into our lives and 
make adjustments.  Faithfully, we await the restoration of 
our joy as God has promised; if not in this life, the next.

In the meantime, we are compassionate when we 
acknowledge another’s pain.  We hear their innermost plea 
as persons express the feelings of their aging experience.  
We cannot often fix the cause for the unpleasantness, 
but we can listen, affirm, validate and be present with the 
sufferer as we would want for ourselves. 

This is the driving passion behind what we do.  We believe 
this is our calling. It is acknowledging persons God created 

and loved.  You will find this a common theme throughout 
The Baptist Home stories here at home and around the 
world. 

THE BAPTIST HOME: COMPASSIONATE LIFECARE
In 2015, the Boomer adults will be ages 51 – 69 with the 
majority of them still working. In fact, the majority of 
Boomers ages 62 – 69 are employed. A recent national 
survey found 70% of Boomers are planning on working at 
another career or a part-time job in retirement years. 

In conversation about employment, many Boomers 
are hoping they get to work until age 70. This heavy 
commitment to being employed is resulting in the 
Boomers having no interest in participating in “retirement 
Senior Adult, Prime-timers or Maturing Adult type of 
activities.”

Bill Craig was correct in his 2009 book. Many churches are 
now finding the best approach is to develop two distinct 
adult ministries. One ministry for adults age 70 plus and 
another ministry for adults ages 55 to 70.

These churches are also finding that the leadership group 
of each ministry must be the same age of the group.

The three Adult Ministry 2015 Events will be addressing 
the multiple distinct adult ministries. I encourage church 
leaders to participate in one of these events and then 
develop new adult ministries in your community.

Also remember The Baptist Home’s Adult Ministry 
Services is very willing to meet with you for an individual 
consultation or meet with your congregational leaders to 
discuss ways to develop “A New Focus” in adult age 55 + 
ministries.   

A NEW FOCUS
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COMPASSIONATE LIFECARE
Validation Therapy is a key component of The Baptist 
Home’s Philosophy of providing compassionate and 
loving LifeCare.  This form of therapy is rewarding 
but more time consuming then the traditional form 
of therapy, Reality Therapy.  Principles of Validation 
Therapy can be practiced in everyday interactions 
with people of all ages.  Below are a few resources for 
learning about how you can apply Validation Therapy 
to your life.   

Ten Principles of Validation | Naomi Feil
    www.vfvalidation.org/

Validation Therapy | TBH Resources
   www.thebaptisthome.org/resources/validation-therapy/

Validation: Respecting Presence | TBH Resources
    www.thebaptisthome.org/resources/respecting-presence

The Four Phases of Resolution | Video
   http://youtu.be/pH6pJ1mEUpA

If you have questions or would like to comment on your 
own experiences with Validation, visit our Resources sec-
tion at www.thebaptisthome.org/resources.

Larry Johnson and Joy Goodwin
Dr. Frank E. Fain is the Director 

of Adult Ministry  Services 
for The Baptist  Home. He 

serves as a resource person 
to churches, congregational 

leaders, senior adults and their 
families on issues related to 
aging and adult ministries.

Steven Jones has been President of The 
Baptist Home  since 2006. Prior to serving 
as president, he was administrator of the 
Chillicothe campus.  Steven has provided 
leadership and vision in establishing 
directives for The Baptist Home to ensure 
it continues to provide care for residents 
and educational support for friends and 
family of The Home.

Bill Craig predicted in his 2009 book that as Boomer adults 
age they will NOT accept the “senior adult” title. He also 
predicted they will NOT accept their church’s senior adult 
ministry. 

In 2012 I wrote the column: “Change is Coming” in which 
I shared that Boomer adults in 2011 started turning age 
65. Also, over the next eighteen years, 76 million Boomer 
adults will turn age 65. This Boomer adult group will be the 
largest older adult population in history, but they will not 
accept the title or the ministry “senior adult”.

We are now near the end of 2014, some three years into 
Boomer adults moving into older adulthood. What has 
been predicted about Boomer adults is becoming a reality.

Some senior adult ministry leaders are not happy that the 
Boomers are not joining their ministry. They believe this 
has never happened in church ministry in the past. But 
some of us know there have been problems in the past, 
and leaders made changes to address those problems. 

You see, I began working with senior adult ministry in 
1980. Most of the older adults then were members of the 
Civic Generation which was also called the GI Generation 
and the Greatest Generation. There were 63 million in that 
age group. In 1990, senior adult ministry was stable and 
made up of the Civic Generation whose members were 
ages 66 to 90. 

Starting in 1991, members of the Adaptive Generation 
(birth 1925 – 1945) began to be part of senior adult 
ministry. The Adaptive group was a smaller group of 
only 50 million. As Civic Generation members entered 
nursing homes or passed away, the stabilized senior adult 
ministries started declining in size after 1995.

In the year 2000, almost every senior adult group was 
in decline. It was very common in 1996-2003 for senior 
adult ministry leaders to be discussing change. Many 
local church senior adult groups changed names at that 
time. The second most popular senior adult group name 
became “Prime-timers”; the third most popular name was 
“Maturing Adult Ministry”.  

Adapter generation members were ages 66 to 85 in 2010. 
Most of them are retired. All of them are eligible to be part 
of the church “Senior”, “Prime-timers” or “Maturing Adult” 
ministries. While the older Adapters enjoy being part of the 
ministry, many younger Adapters do not. They are just like 
Boomers. They also do not want to be called “Senior”.

Joy Goodwin practicing Validation Therapy

2015 | UPCOMING SENIOR EVENTS

1 “CATCH THE BOOMER WAVE”
National Boomer Ministry Conference | September 9-11, 2015
     First Baptist Church | San Antonio, Texas 
     Contact: Deby Miller, 214.828.5200

2 OZARK CONFERENCE FOR SENIOR ADULT MINISTERS
First Baptist Church | September 21-22, 2015
     Geyer Springs, Arkansas | Contact: Max Pyron, 501.455.3474

3 FALL ADULT RETREAT
Windermere Baptist Conference Center | October 12-14, 2015
     Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri | Contact: Janet B. Hill, 800.346.2215

“Your church will need to develop 
two or more distinct adult ministries: 

one for adults, age 70-plus, and 
another for those between 55 and 

70, and a third for empty-nest adults 
between ages 40 – 55”. 

-  Bill Craig, RESPECT

MN

OP
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Sharing Memories Through Art

by Angie Hamilton

Every Wednesday morning, residents are encouraged 
to ride The Baptist Home bus to attend the Memories 
in the Making® art class at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Chillicothe. The class began in Chillicothe in January 
of 2009 by the Aging Resource Center and Senior 
Center. The program was started by the Alzheimer’s 
Association and was designed to help those suffering 
from Alzheimer’s disease, dementia or other forms 
of memory loss to have a method of self-expression 
through art. The program has proven successful across 
the country in helping to improve communication, 
self-esteem and cognitive skills.

Frances Crouch and her sister, Mary Underwood, are 
the instructors for the class. They spend time with 
each artist and give them special attention and praise. 
Frances and Mary try to focus on what each student 
is able to do instead of teaching art techniques. They 
want their students to express their creativity and 
enjoy themselves. Students choose a favorite picture 
from a magazine or calendar, sketch the picture using 
a pencil, and then paint it with watercolors.

Anne Drewel, a former nursing instructor and resident 
at The Baptist Home-Chillicothe, has attended the 
class faithfully the last three years and enjoys sharing 
her first project story. “The first thing Frances asked 
me was, ‘What do you want to draw?’ and much to her 
surprise I responded, ‘The digestive system!’ (I wanted an 
illustration for an in-service class I was going to teach.) 
Frances said, ‘I’m afraid we don’t have a picture of that!’ 

Anne Drewel with instructors, Frances 
Crouch and Mary Underwood.

I explained that I didn’t need a picture because I could 
draw it from memory, and I did. Frances shared colored 
pencils with me and suggested using special colors. I was 
very pleased with the outcome of my first project, and 
it worked well for my presentation to the nurses at The 
Baptist Home.”

Anne takes great joy from drawing and painting and 
finds the work soothing and relaxing. She has pencils, 
paper, and paints in her room at The Baptist Home so 
she can create whenever she has time and inspiration 
to do so. She enjoys having copies made of her art 
pieces so she can mail them to family and friends and 
pass them out to staff as well.

Betty Phillips has also been attending the class about 
a year now. When asked what she enjoys the most 
about the art class she responded, “I enjoy being with 
people that have like interests. The class is relaxing and a 
way I can express myself. Frances and Mary make it a joy!”  
Betty just finished a picture of a teddy bear that says, 
“Hug Me” and has started a picture pertaining to the 
fall season with pumpkins and fall flowers.

The Baptist Home staff and residents are very 
appreciative of the businesses and individuals that 
make this program available. Wal-Mart gave a $500 
grant which purchased artist quality materials of 
watercolor paints, watercolor pencils, paper, brushes, 
erasers, and miscellaneous supplies. The Senior Center 
has replaced supplies of watercolor paper as well 
as napkins, cups, and paper towels. Donations and 
memorial gifts have also helped supply replacement 
items. Snacks are provided by individuals and coffee by 
Calvary Baptist Church.

Thank you to everyone that makes the Memories in the 
Making® art class such a joy for our residents.

Betty Phillips with her artwork “Hug Me.”

Le
t

's
 G

e
t

 

Jeri Pratt proudly 
displayed her “something 
gray.”  Residents were 
asked to paint something 
they knew to be gray 
using gray paint and 
Q-tips for brushes.

Una Grubbs with her decorative pumpkin.

Residents thanked staff from the Chillicothe 
Women’s Prison for donating pumpkins for them 
to enjoy.  The pumpkins were grown by inmates 
and donated by the prison to various nursing 
homes and businesses throughout the area.

Miriam Stelplugh put the 
finishing touches on her 

watercolor painting.

Cora Grouse marked 
material to be used in 

making rug strips.

Thank You

Hearing Aid Batteries  #675; Clothing Protectors 
(Colored or Printed) – (May request pattern); Postage 
Stamps; Kleenex; Hair Spray; Baby Shampoo; Baby Oil; 
Baby Powder; Women’s Stick & Roll-on Deodorant; 
Toothbrushes (soft); Denture Brushes; Disposable 
Razors (Triple Blades – Mens & Womens); Chap Stick; 
Hand & Body Lotion; Face Cream (Oil of Olay, Ponds, 
etc.); White Bath Towels & Washcloths; Special Spa-like, 
scented lotions i.e.:  Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, 
etc. for whirlpool baths; Birthday gifts @ $1.00; Small 
Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed for Resident Bird Feeders; 
Instrumental Easy Listening CD’s; New or Used iPods 
or MP3 Players; Birthday Cards.

Volunteer Opportunities
Provide a program or travelogue; provide special 
music or sing-a-long; youth groups are welcome; lead 
a table game session; read to residents; help residents 
write letters; visit 1 on 1 (reminisce or look at residents’ 
photo album memories with them); do a book 
review; be a listener; demonstrate a craft project; host 
an ice cream social, cookie party, etc.
For more information contact Joyce Stark, jstark@
thebaptisthome.org, (660) 646-6219.

Campus Needs

Creative
Residents are encouraged to express themselves through 
whatever creative outlet they enjoy.
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CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Caring For Our 
Residents

The Baptist Home Auxiliary provided homemade ice  
cream for the residents.

Campus Pastor Richard Hurtgen visited with Anne Drewel.

Activities 
Director Joyce 

Stark spent time 
discussing the 

voting ballot 
with Lee Ellis.

CNA Delores Bright 
helped Nina Carr to the 
dining room for supper.

Dolly McCracken and boys from the 
4th grade Bloomers and Boomers class 
smiled after finishing their art project.

JUST HAVING FUN

Mary Curtiss smiled after winning a game of Yahtzee played 
with her son, Charles, and his wife, of Champaign, Illinois.

Glen Milum, a faithful Royals fan, 
loved the World Series fanfare at 
The Baptist Home.

Residents enjoyed watching 
Dietary Supervisor Jennie Cohee 
take the ALS ice bucket challenge.

Welcome New Residents!

Kelly York
First, Chillicothe
October 17

Burch Harrington
First, Chillicothe

September 30

Clovetta Roberts
First, Chillicothe
September 16

Maxine Carey
Northern Hills, Holt

September 3

David Carey
Northern Hills, Holt
September 3

Join us on Facebook

BIRTHDAYS
Jan  2 Laverna Williams, Mt. Zion, Chillicothe
Jan  10 Peggy Bate, Calvary, Chillicothe
Jan  10 Jean Griesbach, First, Chillicothe
Jan  10 Miriam Stelplugh, First, Meadville
Jan  13 Lola McNally, Highview, Chillicothe
Jan  17 Cora Grouse, First, Chillicothe
Jan  22 Stella York, First, Sedalia
Jan  29 Anne Drewel, Memorial, Columbia
Feb  7 Jean Wood, United Methodist, Chillicothe
Mar  7 Helen Jackson, Calvary, Chillicothe
Mar 9 Peggy Boxley, First, Chillicothe
Mar 10 Geneva Vanhorne, Calvary, Chillicothe
Mar 15 James Gibson, New Harvest, Faucett
Mar 16 Don Cassada, First, Chillicothe
Mar 17 Mary Curtiss, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, 
 Sun City Center, FL
Mar 28 James Grubbs, First, Savannah
Mar 29 Clovetta Roberts, First, Chillicothe 

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Sep  28 Mal Roach, Lindenwood, St. Louis
Oct  27 Jim Overton, Shelburne, Trenton

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CAMPUS
Sep  29 Leonard Fellhoelter, 
 St. Columbian’s Catholic Church, Chillicothe

CAMPUS INFORMATION | CHILLICOTHE

Duane Wise watched the progress of the fall wreath activity with children from 
the Bloomers and Boomers class.

Mildred Hilt played Dominos with a 
camper from Grand Oaks.

Willa Jane Smith discussed her Skip-Bo 
strategy with a  camper from Grand Oaks.

Bill Gutshall was introduced to a prize steer raised by Dalton 
Hoover, son of staffer Melanie Hoover.

THE YOUNG VISIT WITH 
THE YOUNG AT HEART
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“Everything is taken care of.”  Whether you’re at 
work, on vacation, or in the middle of a busy time at 
home, that five-word sentence can be music to your 
ears. But when it comes to financial planning, can 
you ever be sure that everything is taken care of?  
Some typical questions we have are:

• If I retire, will I have enough to live on?  
• Can I afford to continue to support the ministries 
I care about?
•  Can I be sure that my family will be provided for, 
no matter what happens?
• When all is said and done, has my life made a 
difference in this world?

The Baptist Home may be able to assist you in 
answering these questions.  We can help you be 
ready to plan your estate for you and your family.  
We also have ideas of how you can support The 
Baptist Home and others through a variety of 
planning options.

What is the basic estate document?
A Last Will and Testament can serve as the final 
declaration and testimony of a Christian’s faith. 
In many cases a Will serves as the primary estate 
planning document. A properly prepared Will 
should contain provision for the disposition of your 
assets after death.  A Will can provide for the needs 
of your spouse and heirs and ensure that some of 
your resources will continue to support the Lord’s 
work after your death.

Is there another arrangement to plan 
my estate?
A Revocable Living Trust can accomplish your estate 
planning objectives in much the same way as a Will. 
The trust can provide management of assets during 
your lifetime. This feature of a trust is especially 
beneficial if you ever become incompetent. Assets 
held in trust are not subject to probate proceedings 
at death, resulting in the possibility of reduced 
administrative costs and the expedited transfer of 
assets to your heirs.

What other planning options are 
available  to support kingdom work?
Gifts of Life Insurance: It may be possible for you to 
leave a substantial gift to The Baptist Home at your 
death through a gift of life insurance.

Beneficiary Designations: Another way to benefit 
The Baptist Home at your death is by naming The 
Baptist Home as beneficiary of an IRA or other 
retirement account. Since The Baptist Home is 
tax-exempt, it will benefit from the full value of the 
retirement account and will not have to pay income 
tax on these assets as family would have to pay.  An 
IRA is the best asset to leave to charity at the estate 
owners’ death.

The Baptist Home can also be named as a P.O.D. 
(Pay on Death) beneficiary of a bank account 
or T.O.D. (Transfer on Death) beneficiary for a 
securities account.

Can I make a gift and receive an income?
Yes you can! The following Life Income Gift 
arrangements are designed to provide an income to 
the donor or beneficiary for a fixed number of years 
or for life.

Charitable Gift Annuities: A gift annuity is an 
arrangement whereby a donor gives cash or 
publicly traded securities to The Baptist Home. In 
exchange, The Baptist Home pays a fixed lifetime 
income to the donor. A charitable gift annuity can 
also be set up for two-lives, to provide payments to 
the donor and a spouse or other beneficiary.
As a Charitable Gift Annuity donor, you receive an 
immediate tax deduction. In many cases, annuity 
rates compare very favorably to CD’s and other fixed 
income investments.

Charitable Remainder Unitrust: A Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust is an irrevocable trust, which 
pays income to one or more beneficiaries and 
distributes the remainder to charity after the death 
of the beneficiaries, or a term of years.  The donor 
is entitled to an income tax charitable deduction 
equal to the value of the remainder interest in the 
year that the trust is funded.

Are outright gifts still a good 
planning option?
In addition to the planned gifts mentioned, many 
donors wish to exercise Christian stewardship by 
making regular current gifts to The Baptist Home.  
Donations can be made in cash, stock, or other 
property.  In addition, The Baptist Home will consider 
gifts of real estate depending upon the value, 
location and marketability of the specific real estate.

Is assistance available to determine 
the best plan?
The Baptist Home Estate Planning Office stands ready 
to assist you in your planning. Please contact us for 
further information. Call 573-546-2709 or 816-509-
2812 or e-mail me at glober@thebaptisthome.org.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
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Friends of the Home

New Advancement Officer for Southwest Missouri
We are very pleased 
to announce that our 
Advancement Team is 
growing with the addition of 
Dr. Tommy Goode, D. Min. 
Tommy comes to The Baptist 
Home with a broad spectrum 
of ministry service. He has 
served state conventions in 
both Missouri and Texas and 
in various settings addressing 
poverty issues. He has taught 
in the college classroom, 

served as a hospice chaplain and served as a 
local pastor – most recently with the I-70 Cowboy 
Church in Sweet Springs, Missouri. 

His experience and background make him a great 
candidate to serve as an Advancement Officer 
for southwest Missouri. He and his wife, Elaine, 
are now making their home in Billings, Missouri, 
southwest of Springfield. Tommy will begin his work 
for The Home in November. We look forward to 
the cultivation and advancement of The Baptist 
Home in southwest Missouri under his leadership.

Greg Lober is a part-time 
consultant for The Baptist 
Home Foundation specializing 
in planned giving.  Greg has 
conducted over a thousand 
public and professional 
seminars on estate and tax 
planning and planned giving.

UNDERSTANDING THE WHY
When you think about describing The Baptist Home, 
what comes to mind first? It may be our locations – 
Arcadia Valley, Chillicothe, Ozark, and soon, Ashland, 
Missouri. You may also think about what we do as a 
continuum of care residential campus, or that we are a 
long-term care provider. You may even focus on how 
we provide care as a provider of active living, assisted 
living and nursing care. I bet you even focus on the 
fact that we provide financial assistance to over fifty 
percent of our long-term care residents through our 
benevolent funds. However, have you ever asked 
yourself why The Baptist Home does all of the above? 
What motivates such a unique and remarkable 
ministry to aging humanity?

Recently, after reading a book by Simon Sinek entitled 
“Start With Why?” I have been asking myself and the 
members of our Advancement Team why – “Why does 
The Baptist Home provide ministry in the way we do?”, 
“Why are you a part of The Baptist Home team?”

In all honesty, when we describe The Baptist Home by 
“what” we do and “how” we do it, we sound quite a 
bit like many other organizations providing housing 
and medical care to the aging population. And quite 
honestly, the conversation is not very intriguing. 
How many of you really want to talk about living at a 
nursing home? See what I mean?

The Baptist Home is not unique in what we do or in 
how we do it. We are most unique in the motivation 
behind the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of our ministry. When 
you stop and ask, “Why does The Baptist Home care 
for aging humanity?” a unique picture unfolds. Over 
one hundred years ago, Dr. Milford Riggs and his wife, 
Mary, were touched by the plight of aging pastors 
across the state of Missouri and set about sacrificially 
creating this dream we now know as The Baptist 
Home. Along the way, a courageous and insightful 
decision was made to endow our benevolent ministry 

to ensure that we could keep our original promises. 
Further into this journey, a commitment was made 
to minister to our friends with a very different model 
of care developed by Naomi Feil known as Validation 
Therapy. We grew from a single campus to a multi-
campus ministry which continues to expand. Also, we 
built active living housing on our campuses which 
aided The Baptist Home in becoming a place where 
people lived, not just a place where their medical 
needs were met. So you see, when you ask “why,” the 
story of The Baptist Home takes on a rich and nuanced 
meaning with a unique place in the world of long-
term care ministries. 

When I asked myself, “Why are you a part of The 
Baptist Home?” the answer made me smile. I am 
privileged to serve the Kingdom of God through one 
of the most unique expressions of that Kingdom I 
have ever witnessed in my life. Every day I have the 
opportunity to help aging humanity continue to grow 
in faith and maturity in Christ. Some of those folks call 
The Baptist Home, home. And most of the people I 
encounter have chosen to support The Baptist Home 
with their time, gifts and insight so that those who call 
this place ‘home’ can live out their faith in their latter 
days.

So, let me encourage you – ask yourself “why” every 
now and then – the search for the answer might really 
surprise you. 

Dr. Ron Mackey is the Director 
of Advancement for The 

Baptist Home. He oversees all 
development and fundraising 

efforts across the state. Ron has 
served on the board of trustees 
for both The Baptist Home and 
The Baptist Home Foundation.
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At 6:00 p.m. sharp, the halls of The Baptist Home 
resound with a peppy number such as “I’m Feelin’ 
Mighty Fine.” Afterwards, one of the men leads in 
prayer and the hour long program continues at a 
pleasant pace. The Harmony String Band consists 
of guitars, violins, harmonicas and vocalists. Most 
of the men play at least two instruments. 

The idea for the group came to life when 
three men from Harmony Baptist Church near 
Rogersville, Missouri, attended the dedication 
of The Baptist Home at Ozark. A member of 
the church, Mary McDaniel, was one of the first 
residents. The men – Charles McKenzie, Paul 
Nelson and Gene Putnam – envisioned the need 
of entertainment as a mission for residents. A 
group was formed. In addition to the original three 
mentioned above, three more have been members 
since early on – Charlie Wells, Steve Woolery and 
Keith Coffey.

The rationale for a 6:00 p.m. performance was that 
at that time most of the men were still working 
and evenings were more suitable. Now most of 
the men are retired, but the younger members 
are still part of the workforce.  Interestingly, band 
members come from a variety of backgrounds, 
electrical engineer, professor, pastor, custodian 
and taxidermist, to name a few.  In defending a 
mixture of country music and a profession, they 
joyfully explain, “We’re country boys, and we love 
country music!”

HARMONY STRING BAND ENJOYS 
17-YEAR PERFORMANCE

The faithfulness of the group is remarkable. They 
have rarely missed a performance. Snow and ice have 
prevented several miles of road travel a few times. 
Otherwise, the combined sounds of 6-10 men can be 
depended upon for a mixture of old favorites, hymns 
and stories! The program always concludes with 
“Amazing Grace” and prayer.

It is the strong faith and sweet spirit of groups like the 
Harmony String Band that make life beloved at The 
Baptist Home.  

Special Visitors

Former Trustee Jeri 
Losey visited with 

Nancy Shaddy.
Maurice Clopton had a visit from long-time church friends 
from Florida.

Lucille Shrimpton 
shared a special 
moment with her 
son, Stephen.

Bob  Woolley visited with guests from the House of Mercy in 
Belarus, Igor Miklyaev and Inna Vandich.

by Virginia riddle, Ozark actiVe liVing resident

PLACE: THE BAPTIST HOME - OZARK

TIME: 6:00 PM 2ND MONDAY FOR 17 YEARS

NAME: HARMONY STRING BAND

Lucille Brown and Kleo McCarty whipped up 
something delicious in the “Let’s Get Cooking” class.

Pat Hancock said, “I don’t 
remember cooking class 
being this much fun!”

Activities Director 
Kim Getscher 

leads the cooking 
class which is 
very popular.

Let’s Get Cooking!
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK
BIRTHDAYS
Jan  3 William Nelson, First, Ozark
Jan  3 Marianna Smith, Cantwell, Desloge
Jan  4 Ann Fisher, First, West Plains
Jan  4 Opal Lantz, First, North Kansas City
Jan  10 Patricia Hancock, First, Willard
Jan  11 Donna Daniel, First, Cassville
Jan  20 Marjorie Dillow, University Heights, Springfield
Jan  21 Verla Smith, Woodland Presbyterian, 
 Hot Springs Village, AR
Jan  23 Emma Barker, First, Springfield
Jan  28 Betty Lou Bagwell, Grant Ave. Free Will, Springfield
Jan  28 Dale Benton, Second, Springfield
Jan  28 David Smith, Woodland Presbyterian, 
 Hot Springs Village, AR
Jan  31 Dorothy Davis, First, St. James
Feb  9 George Baldwin, First, Ozark
Feb  10 Shirley Edwards, Chestnutridge, Walnut Shade
Feb  13 Wendell Daniel, First, Cassville
Feb  18 Charles Edwards, Chestnutridge, Walnut Shade
Feb  18 Norma Nyberg, First, Ozark
Feb  26 Zeldean Munton, South Haven, Springfield
Feb  26 Harvey Wright, First, Ozark
Feb  28 Phyllis Cummins, First, Springfield
Mar  4 Evalee Lasater, Second, Springfield
Mar  7 Eva Jackson, Hopedale, Ozark
Mar  10 Barbara Pearson, South Haven, Springfield
Mar  11 Juanita Hatch, First, Park Hills
Mar  11 Billie Wilson, First Southern, Stockton 
Mar  12 Richard Sanchez, Temple, Poplar Bluff
Mar  14 Morton Rose, Pisgah, Dixon
Mar  19 Donald Hall, First, Ozark
Mar  24 Karon Cunningham, South Haven, Springfield
Mar  26 Emma Owen, Second, Springfield

ANNIVERSARIES
Mar 8 John and June Park, First, Camdenton

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Aug 11 Scott Wilson, First Southern, Stockton
Aug 14 Clyde Mann, Evening Light Tabernacle, 
 Mountain Home, AR
Oct  5 Jean Avakian, Living Word UMC, Wildwood

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT CAMPUS
Oct  7 Elton Leimkuehler, Concordia Baptist 

CAMPUS INFORMATION | OZARK

Welcome New Residents!

Eva Jackson
Hopedale, Ozark

October 23

Billie Wilson
First Southern, Stockton
August 4

Kleenex; Fixodent; Mouthwash; Fun-size 
Candy; Sugar-Free Candy; Christmas 

Candy, Body Wash, Hand Sanitizer, Liquid 
Hand Soap, Word Find Books (Large Print), 
Crossword Puzzle Books (Large Print), #312 

and #313 Hearing Aid Batteries.

Volunteer Opportunities
Visit 1 on 1; provide nail care for 

Intermediate Care; provide room to room 
devotions; provide special music; host a 

table game. Do you have a special talent? 
Whether it is singing, playing an instrument, 
woodworking or sewing, we would love to 

have you come share it with us!

For more information contact Kim 
Getscher, kgetscher@thebaptisthome.org, 

(417) 581-2101.

Campus Needs

Residents enjoyed a 
performance by Bob Perry, 
George Noble and Harlan 
Spurgeon from University 
Heights, Springfield.

Hazel Sapp, age 102, with 
her daughter, Virginia, at 
Harmonica Class.

The South Gate Senior Choir, 
Springfield, sang for residents.

Staffer Darice Augustson 
played her harp for residents.

music 
therapy

Dorothy Davis and Maxine Wester 
visited together in the “gathering 

place” on Willow Creek.

Director of Social Services Debbie 
Vawter led a discussion group in 
remembering past historical events 
such as the Great Depression and 
WWII and personal memories from 
their childhood.  These sessions 
are held to reinforce and improve 
cognitive and social skills.

Gathering Together

Staffer Ray Aguilera discussed menu 
choices with Virginia Walker.

LPN Patricia Tinger administered the flu 
vaccine to Marshall Broome.

Edith Ash received a hug from CNA 
Tammie Durbin.

Activities Assistant Melany Hannaford 
greeted Jim Schweitzer at the October 
birthday celebration.

Administrator Sammy Allen visited with Paul Harvey.

Caring for Our Residents
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EVERY HOME SHOULD BE BUILT ON A 

GOOD FOUNDATION AN APPEAL FROM THE BAPTIST HOME
Friends of the Home

For over one hundred years, people have been 
turning to The Baptist Home in need of a place of 
refuge and security in their later years. Most of the 
time circumstances beyond their control, like illness, 
death of a spouse or financial distress, have been the 
driving force leading to this decision.

Those who choose to make The Home their home 
bring with them remarkable stories and histories. 
Some come from a life of ministry to others, serving 
in local churches, colleges and seminary classrooms, 
and even mission fields around the world. Others 
come as business people, educators, business 
owners, and homemakers.

Regardless of the history of our residents before 
they come to The Home, their stories are not over. 
They come to live with us in times of great transition 
and often deep personal turmoil. It then becomes 
our opportunity to help them write the rest of their 
stories. The following story as told by Tommy Harper, 
campus pastor at Ozark, is one such example.

Dale, age 85, began 
serving at the age 
of 15 in Christian 
ministry in church 
music and as a 
pastor, evangelist, 
and teacher.  Gifted 
with a servant’s 
heart, Ann also 
served in ministry 
as Dale’s co-laborer.  
Dale’s life passion 
was to preach the 
word and teach the 

truth of that word; however, in the inactivity of semi-
retirement, he faced discouragement in not having 

the opportunity to preach somewhere almost every 
Sunday. He had to ask himself… was the preaching 
in and of itself the source of his joy, or was it his 
dependency upon God in the preaching and teaching 
that gave him joy? After serving sixty years in public 
ministry, Dale was no longer sure of his purpose and 
began to struggle with a loss of identity. 
Since becoming active living residents at Ozark, Dale 
and Ann have found new opportunities to use their 
gifts and have discovered that there is still a place for 
them to serve. In the beginning, Dale struggled with 
finding his place, but eventually found fulfillment 
through volunteering and filling the pulpit on 
occasion in my absence. Both Dale and Ann have 
learned some new life lessons. God doesn’t need any 
help in running this universe. God had not ‘recreated’ 
them in Christ to get more work out of them, but as 
Dale said, “we should adopt Paul’s life verse; ‘that I 
may know Him’ (Phil. 3:10).  When we begin to pursue 
this as our personal goal, spiritual things will begin to 
happen all around us to the glory of our Lord Jesus.” 
Dale and Ann, like so many other campus neighbors, 
would say, “I did not come to The Baptist Home to die.  
I came here to live with a purpose.”
Your financial support of The Baptist Home will 
help us to not only meet the physical needs of our 
residents, but also to further the spiritual growth of 
those we call neighbors and family. Thank you for 
joining us in such an inspiring journey!

We are making progress in the development of The 
Baptist Home of Central Missouri. We are in the process 
of researching and considering the best foundation 
upon which to build our new Home. 

Our Civil Engineer Brian Harrington continues to 
work on the many facets of developing the necessary 
infrastructure of sewer, water, streets, and other 
foundational structures needed to build our new Baptist 
village upon. This first step will take time. We want to 
make sure we build our campus on a good foundation.

The Central Missouri Baptist Home Administrative 
Planning Team held our first meeting with PW 
Architect’s Brad Wright. We are in the pre-design 
phase of master planning where we are considering 
the physical, social and spiritual needs of our future 
residents. Our Baptist Home President Steven Jones 
has asked us to take the time to consider the guiding 
principles upon which we build our new campus. We 
want to build a Baptist Home village that meets the 
needs of aging Christians. 

The interest in our new campus is spreading across 
Missouri and beyond. We are receiving several 
contacts each week by people wanting to be kept 

informed and interested in becoming future 
residents at the Ashland campus. We are beginning 
to receive donations, even from people in other 
states. I am blessed to be meeting many people in 
person, by phone and email.  We want to establish a 
community built by many partners. 

God is using these various affirmations to stoke 
the fire in my heart to serve him by serving aging 
Christians. We are looking for many partners to join 
us in this stage of building a good foundation. If you 
think God is leading you to join us, let us know. We 
would love to have a conversation with you.

Central Missouri Campus
Steven G. Long, D. Min.
Administrator in Training
The Baptist Home of Central Missouri
Ashland, MO
573.823.1261
slong@thebaptisthome.org

COMPASSIONATE CARE | THE HEART OF MINISTRY AT THE BAPTIST HOME
At thirty-five years of age, 
he was supposed to be in 
the prime of his life, wife, 
kids and a good job. That 
was how it was supposed 
to be, right? How was I go-
ing to tell my thirty-five year 
old brother that he had to 
enter a nursing home? Just 
imagine. 

I will never forget that day 
as long as I live. The look 

on his face was both a mixture 
of anger and sadness. I could 

see the question in his eyes…couldn’t I understand that he just 
wanted to go home? And without saying a word, I replied with 
mine…couldn’t he understand that he couldn’t go home? 

After battling cancer for 14 years, it had come down to this. Rich-
ard could not go home. After enduring radiation, three surgeries 
and now chemo, the brain tumors were winning. Richard needed 
24 hour care, and my mother was no longer able to care for him 
at home.  I remember visiting with Administrator Sherri Snider in 
her office on the Arcadia Valley campus. I asked her about wheth-
er The Home would be able to care for Richard, given his age 
and medical needs. I was aware that The Home’s Admission Policy 
had been changed; however, I was still a little unsure if Richard 

would qualify. He certainly was not your typical applicant. Sherri 
gently reassured me that The Home would do all it could to help 
Richard, and she made plans to personally visit him in the rehab 
center where he was currently receiving therapy. I audibly ex-
haled a sigh of relief. Compassionate care.

The day we went to the rehab center to pick up Richard and 
bring him to The Home, my mother and I were accompanied 
by Director of Nursing Amanda Misselhorn. Her love and com-
passion for Richard were evident from the moment she entered 
his room. We were so grateful to have her there, asking the 
nursing staff the right questions, assisting us in transferring Rich-
ard to the car, even trying to ease his anxiety by offering to 
stop for ice cream.  Compassionate care.

Upon arriving at The Home, several staff members were immedi-
ately on hand to greet Richard and to make him feel welcome. 
From the chaplain, to nurses, to housekeeping, Richard was treat-
ed like a celebrity. I personally wanted to hug each and every 
one of them. Richard went from staying in a cold, sterile rehab 
center to a place filled with loving people who genuinely tried to 
care for his every need. Compassionate care.

Sadly, Richard’s stay at The Baptist Home was very brief, just 
a few days before the cancer claimed his life. However, I am 
so thankful that some of his last moments were spent with kind, 
loving people willing to go the extra mile and provide him with 
the compassionate care he so desperately needed.  - BLB

Richard Sletten
(1973 - 2009)

 YES! I would like to help support the benevolent care ministry of The Baptist Home which allows us to 
provide quality, Christian care for those elderly unable to care for themselves.
 $100  $50  $500  $250   $________

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________   State:__________   Zip:______________ 

Phone:____________________________  Email:___________________________________________

The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650
866.454.2709
desk@thebaptisthome.org
www.thebaptisthome.org

 Please use my (our) gift for benevolence at: (circle one)   Arcadia Valley   •   Chillicothe   •   Ozark

 Please use my (our) gift for the Ozark LifeCare Center.

 Please use my (our) gift for Global Aging Missions.

   In memory of_________________________

   In honor of ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:  
The Baptist Home, PO Box 87, Ironton, MO  63650 

Please charge $_________ to my:    Mastercard    Visa   

  Discover     Amex.   Expiration Date:_____________ 

Credit Card Number _____________________________

Cardholder’s Signature ___________________________

Dale and Anne Allen

  Steven R. Jones, President
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Honorariums  &  Memorials
IN HONOR OF:
Sammy and Kathy Allen by Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Jones, Farmington.
Hilda Bales’ 90th birthday by Mrs. Helen 
Wakefield, Park Hills.
Jack Blaylock by Missouri Baptist 
Foundation, Jefferson City.
Neal and Ronda Connelley by Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Nelson, Jefferson City.
John Cope’s 95th birthday by Mr. Clyde 
Cope, Bridgeton.
Marilyn Griffis by Ms. Viola Dukes, 
Springfield.
Vinita Murrell by Rev. and Mrs. Bart 
Tichenor, Columbia.
Vela Nichols’ 90th birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Pautler, Cape Girardeau.
Brooks and Joyce Nicklas by Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Nelson, Jefferson City.
David and Shirley Pyrtle by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty.
Paul and Harriet Smock by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty.
Our 73rd wedding anniversary by Mr. and 
Mrs. F.E. Spradley, Montgomery City.
65 years of teaching Sunday School by Mr. 
and Mrs. F.E. Spradley, Montgomery City.
Marjorie Stump by Mrs. Ann Henning, Liberty.
Paul Swadley by Mr. and Mrs. William Rowe, 
Springfield.
Marilyn Williams by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Henry, Springfield.

IN MEMORY OF:
Jean Avakian by Men’s Tuesday Morning 
Coffee Club, Mrs. Zeldean Munton, Ozark.
Earline Babb by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
George Barnes by Mrs. Ruth Carswell, 
Riverton, IL.
Henry and Blanche Barnes by Mrs. Shirley 
Barnes, Fredericktown.
Loyd Bills by Mrs. Allene Bills, Holts Summit.
Cecil Brant by Mrs. Olivia Brant, Warrensburg.
Ruby Cahill by Ms. Erma Motley, Union.
Ralph and Thelma Clayton by Ms. Susan 
Clayton, Harrisonville.
Helen Colley by Mrs. Winona Schrieber, St. Louis.
Jim Cook by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, 
Ozark.
Gladys Cooley by Mrs. Shirley Barnes, 
Fredericktown.
Leeanna Cox by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills; Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Stanfield, First Baptist Church, Farmington.

Louise Crawford by Mr. John Crawford, 
Cape Girardeau.
Joyce Degonia by Mr. Wyman Degonia, St. 
Louis.
Frank Dick by Mrs. Mary Dick, California.
Eddie Dillion by Mrs. Jeanett Dillion, Lee’s 
Summit.
Bill Duncan by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Wright, 
Ozark; Mrs. Nell Duncan and Family, 
Springfield.
Lois Ewing by Mr. and Mrs. Walter Miller, 
Ms. Connie Garber, Ms. Marjorie Brobst, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Hays, Mr. and Mrs. K. Ware, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Ewing, Chillicothe; Ms. 
Sandra Flournoy, Midland, TX; Mr. and Mrs. 
Collins Rice, Mr. and Mrs. Cory Bynum, 
Odessa, TX; Mr. and Mrs. Keith Brock, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Brock, Sweetwater, TX; Mrs. 
Mary Babb, Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Remol, Ms. 
Betty Walters, Mr. Merlin Clark, Brookfield; 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ryan Clark, Excelsior Springs; Mr. Steven 
Wade, Laclede; Mr. and Mrs. C.E. Hawkins, 
Kansas City; Medicine Creek Duck Club, 
Lee’s Summit; Mr. Edgar Trotter, Hannibal.
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Schneider, St. Louis.
Loren Foster by Mrs. Hila Foster, Smithville.
Jane Fredrick by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Tarrant, Springfield.
Jimmy Goodson by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Wright, Ozark.
Leona Goskie by Mrs. Ruth Short, Ironton; 
First Baptist Church, Dorcas Class, Fenton.
Floyd Hager by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Kenneth Harder by Mrs. Jean Harder, 
Higginsville.
Leeanna Huffman by Mrs. Shirley Barnes, 
Fredericktown.
Henry and Thelma Jones by Ms. Karen 
Smugala, Ballwin.
Harold Leonard by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Wilber Mann by Ms. Dawn Low, Mansfield, 
MA; Ms. Marilyn Martin, Camdenton.
Patsy Martin by Mr. Gene Martin, Park Hills.
Jim Mathews by Ms. Connie Garber, 
Chillicothe.
Arthur and Captola McClellan by Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Gann, Jefferson City.
Don McQuinn by Mrs. Janell McQuinn, Tarkio.
Paul Murrell by Rev. and Mrs. Bart Tichenor, 
Columbia.
Frank and Maxine Myers by Ms. Nancy 
Myers, Falcon Hgts. MN.
Winnie Nelson by Mr. William Nelson, Ozark.

Frank and Opel Nixon by Mrs. Ruby Ward, 
Williamsville.
Hugh Painter by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Hughes, Liberty.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Clerc, Affton.
Kenneth Rhoades by Mrs. Verna Rhoades, 
Ironton.
Etta Rogers by Mr. and Mrs. Russell Rogers, 
Delray Beach, FL.
Mildred Rollins by Mrs. Reba Parker, 
Springfield.
Joe Russell by Mrs. Hertha Russell, Cape 
Girardeau.
Chris and Kathryn Scheihing by Ms. 
Michelle Yount, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yount, 
Mexico.
Norma Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, 
Centertown.
Truman Seitz by Mrs. Dorothy Seitz, 
Centertown.
Jim Shaddy by Charles and Mary 
Giovannini, Kirksville.
Garry and Eunice Simons by Mrs. Janelle 
McQuinn, Tarkio; Mr. and Mrs. Garry 
Simons, Jr., Goodyear, AZ.
June Smith by Mrs. Bonita Smith, Bridgeton.
Jack Smith by Ms. Elizabeth Smith, 
Houston, TX.
Dale and Flora Spain by Miss Patricia Haus, 
Farmington.
Violet Stephens by Dr. and Mrs. Williams 
Miller, Farmington.
Mona Lea Stewart by Mrs. Ruth Carswell, 
Riverton, IL.
Robert Thornsberry by Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Nelson, Jefferson City.
William and Gertrude Tichenor by Rev. and 
Mrs. Bart Tichenor, Columbia.
Iva Weible by Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Weible, 
Bonne Terre.
Elsie Williams by Mrs. Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Murrell Williams by Mr. and Mrs. James 
Henry, Springfield.
Tandy and Jessie Williams by Mrs. Lillith 
Leonard, Tipton.
Scott Wilson by Spurgeon Family, Fort 
Scott, KS; Ms. Anita Saathoff, Stockton.
Berlene Wright by Mr. Melvin Wright, 
Desloge.
Charles Young by Mrs. Becky Young, 
Springfield.
Elizabeth Zimmerman by Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Hume, Branson.
 
Honorariums and memorials received 
August 2, 2014 through October 24, 2014. 

Something The Baptist Home started last year is a Wall of Memory which 
isn’t a wall at all but PowerPoint slides which run on TV screens on all three 
campuses with the names (and sometimes the photographs) of those in 
whose memory the gifts were made.

If you choose to honor or memorialize a loved one with your gift of at least 
$100, we will list them along with their photo (if one is provided) throughout 
the calendar year of 2015. Your gift of $100 or more can honor or memorialize 
one person or one couple for one year.

Slides from last year will be deleted unless the gifts were made in the last 
half of the year. Future memorial gifts meeting the minimum requirements 
will have a slide which will be displayed for 12 months from the date they 
were posted.

Residents, their families, staff and visitors have all enjoyed sharing and 
reminiscing about their loved ones and former pastors via the Wall of 
Memory at each campus. We think you will, too. [Shown is a slide in 
memory of a pastor by his wife.]

Memorial Gifts and The Wall of Memory

A special way to remember 
a loved one in 2015.

Friends &
 Family

Ozark active living resident Karon Cunningham 
with her granddaughter, Elise.

5 Generations – Chillicothe resident Dorothy 
Christy with her daughter, granddaughter, great 
granddaughter and great-great granddaughter.

Ozark resident Bernadine 
Sullins with her son, Dale.

Arcadia Valley residents and siblings 
Virginia Davis and Harold Vaughn 
with their families.

Arcadia Valley resident Etta 
Pedersen with her son-in-law and 
daughter, Dan and Pat Breithaupt.
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The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

Change Service Requested

www.tbhlegacy.org
866.454.2709

What Kind of a Legacy 
Will You Leave?

We all have a desire for significance.  For 
many of us, significance comes through 

creating a legacy during our lives – something for 
which we will be remembered in the future.  A 
bequest is perhaps the easiest and most tangible 
way to leave a lasting legacy to the people and 
charitable organizations that mean the most to us. 

For more information on how to create a lasting legacy 
through a bequest, please contact us or log on to our 
website. We look forward to helping you !

A Bequest is a gift made through your will or trust. 
There are several ways to make a bequest:
	 •	Specific	dollar	amount	 •	Specific	asset
	 •	Percentage	of	your	estate	•	Residue	of	your	estate
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Ozark Campus
1625 W. Garton Rd.

PO Box 1040
Ozark, MO 65721

(417) 581-2101

Corporate Office
101 Riggs-Scott Ln.

PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

(866) 454-2709

Arcadia Valley Campus
101 Riggs-Scott Ln.

PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

(573) 546-7429

Chillicothe Campus
500 Baptist Home Ln.
Chillicothe, MO 64601

(660) 646-6219

Contact   Information
Central MO Campus

12425 U.S. 63 
PO Box 289

Ashland, MO 65010
(573) 657-0506


