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Marilyn Skipper invited 
guests to tour her new 
bungalow home as part of 
the “Come and See” Tours 
held in June.

Marilyn Skipper arrived June 25 and has 
the distinction of being the first resident on 
our new Ashland campus. She is a retired 
educator, teaching 2nd and 3rd grade 
students for over 30 years.  She enjoys playing 
the piano and is a member of Parkade 
Baptist Church in Columbia. Marilyn was 
very gracious to give a group of donors 
and interested parties a tour of her new 
independent living bungalow duplex home.

Donna Manning arrived June 26 and was 
the second resident on the campus, but the 
first in one of the new patio home duplexes. 
Donna grew up in Lebanon, Missouri, and 
comes to The Baptist Home of Ashland as 

HOME AT LAST: FIRST RESIDENTS ARRIVE ON 
ASHLAND CAMPUS

sense that this could be their home, or it's just a 
house. Some people tour and say, “This is nice,” 
or “I like this one,” or “Is this one available?” But, 
unless they say, “I want this one,” or “This feels 
right,” they have not yet conceived of this house 
as their future home. 

New resident Donna Manning told me that she 
feels at peace living in her new home. She said, 
“A lot of people must have prayed over this 
campus. I can feel it.” She also reminded me that 
when you are where God wants you to be, God 
makes a house a home.

In John 14:1-4, Jesus promises that believers 
have a home in “My Father’s House.” We believe 
God called us to build the Ashland campus. 

Ashland campus with new sod and landscaping.

We now have people who reside at The Baptist 
Home of Ashland with more moving in soon. 
We are grateful for these early adopters and 
thankful for them inspiring our staff in how to 
serve their needs. 

It has taken five years to build our first 14 
homes at The Baptist Home of Ashland. Our 
staff have faced so many necessary steps to 
move the process forward that it has been 
frustrating at times. It sometimes felt like an 
unending obstacle course, but God’s calling 
kept us motivated. Now we have people 
making their home at our Ashland campus. 

Believers have been talking about home since 
the 18th Chapter of Genesis. From ancient 
times and the earliest recordings in history, 
home has been the center of people’s lives. 
When people have lost their homes, such as 
Israel’s exile, people are not satisfied until they 
return home. It is obvious in more than 240 
references to home in the Bible that home is 
more than a house. 

Part of the idea of home is that it contains 
furnishings and objects of significant meaning 
to us. It is also a place where loved ones visit us. It 
is a place where we celebrate the seasons of the 
year and the seasons of life. It is a place where we 
spend time enjoying the necessities of life and 
the hobbies and interests of our lives. A house 
provides physical shelter. A home provides 
shelter from the storms of life and celebrations 
for the victories in life. A house is not a home 
until it is where we passionately want to live and 
to share with our family and friends.

When people come to visit and tour our Baptist 
Home houses at Ashland, they must get a 

People are affirming that the Hand of God is on 
these houses, turning them into their homes. 
Home at last. Thank God Almighty--Home at last. 

As of August 1, we have a few houses still 
available. Won’t you or someone you love 
consider one of our houses at the Ashland 
campus as your future home? We would love to 
host you for a tour.   SL

Donna Manning enjoyed 
decorating the front porch 
of her new patio home for 
Independence Day.

If you are interested in talking with our Ashland 
Campus Administrator Steve Long, call (573) 657-
0506 or by email, slong@thebaptisthome.org.

You can also find more photos and information on 
our Ashland webpage, www.thebaptisthome.org/
ashland.

June and Jim Martin look 
forward to being a part 
of the new TBH-Ashland 
community.

Welcome New Residents!

a retired English teacher from Oak Grove, 
Missouri. She is a member of Open Door 
Baptist Church in Columbia.

On July 26, we welcomed Jim and June 
Martin from First-Jefferson City to one 
of our patio home duplexes. Jim served 
nine years in the Army Reserves and is an 
accomplished physical therapist. He retired 
from the University of Missouri-Columbia 
as a Professor of Physical Therapy. June is 
a retired RN from University of Missouri 
Health Care. She served 20 years in the Army 
Reserves before retiring as Lt. Colonel. June 
is also a marvelous cook whose homemade 
rolls are “to die for.”



Dr. Ron Mackey is the Director of 
Advancement for The Baptist Home. He 

oversees all development and fundraising 
efforts across the state. Ron has served on 
the board of trustees for both The Baptist 
Home and The Baptist Home Foundation.

The Duke-Nelson Chapel is one step closer to reality! We are 
excited to share with you that, as of July 10th, 2019, we have raised 
$814,053.30, surpassing our goal of $800,000. The Duke-Nelson 
Chapel will be the spiritual cornerstone of our Ashland campus. 
It will be the facility where our residents, employees, family and 
friends will meet for worship, Bible study and a host of other 
campus events.

Exceeding the milestone of $800,000 ensures the $100,000 
Challenge Grant from the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation. This goal 
was reached through the gifts and pledges of many donors. There 
were large gifts, small gifts, even proceeds from the sale of a home. 
Regardless of the size of the gift, they were all necessary to help us 
reach this goal.

We have been blessed by two groups of volunteers who have helped us reach this goal: 

Steering Committee: Honorary Chairs Jack Blaylock and Dr. Greg Morrow, Co-Chairs Dr. Verlyn Bergen and Bill Lloyd, Keith 
and Jeanie McGowan, Barbara Weaver, Gary Collins, Dr. Lory Feeler, Dr. Terry Heiman, Dr. Bill Kurtz, Bob Perry, Darla Porter 
and Dennis Wedgeworth.

Advisory Committee: Jack Blaylock, Dr. Greg Morrow, Darla Porter, Bill Lloyd, Kim Ponder 

We would also like to recognize our local staff, Advancement Officers Derek Tamm and Jim Nelson, who spent hours on the 
phone, in face-to-face meetings, traveling the state and doing whatever was necessary to reach this goal.

THE MABEE CHALLENGE GRANT MET

Mission 

Accomplished!!!

Having successfully met and exceeded our fundraising goal 
for the Duke-Nelson Chapel, we can now turn our attention 
and focus to the next step in our Capital Campaign, raising 
$2,700,000 for the construction of our first Assisted Living 
Cottage.  Each cottage will be able to accommodate at least 
twelve residents. 

Rather than an institutional model, our Assisted Living 
Cottage is being designed to feel like home. The building 
itself will look like one of the homes in our neighborhood of 
homes. Everything in the cottage is designed to encourage 
participation in preparing meals. Dining will be done around 
a common-shared table. The central feature of the home 

A TIME OF TRANSITION
will be a large family oriented living area where life can be 
shared together. The private rooms will be designed to feel like a 
personal bedroom with everything needed to provide assistance 
with healthcare needs.

What defines assisted living you may ask? According to DHSS, 
assisted living is 24-hour care and services to those needing 
help with activities of daily living, i.e. self-care activities, like 
dressing, bathing, feeding themselves, etc. It also includes 
the administration of medications under the supervision of 
healthcare providers under the direction of a licensed physician. 

We hope you will stay tuned to our campaign progress and 
prayerfully consider how you can partner with us in this next step 
to making resident care on our Ashland campus a reality! If you 
would like to receive our monthly campaign email newsletter, 
contact me, Ron Mackey, at (573) 546-2709 or by email, 
rdmackey@thebaptisthome.org.
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Assisted Living Cottage, design by PWArchitects, Inc.

We Are CalledASHLAND, MISSOURI
CAMPUS NEWS | ASHLAND
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Becky Barton serves as the 
Director of Communications 

for The Baptist Home. She 
manages the marketing and 
communications program to 

ensure the home accomplishes 
its mission and ministry, now 

and in the future.
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President of The Baptist Home
Steven R. Jones

Make no mistake. Having to make the decision to give 
up the home you have lived in for 10, 20, 30 plus years 
is difficult. Having to leave your friends and sometimes 
your closest family members to enter a long-term care 
facility is more than a little unsettling, some might even 
say frightening. Home and family are normally built 
around everything familiar. Losing that familiarity can 
cause varying degrees of fear. 

At six years old, my mother and grandmother made the 
difficult decision to move us from all that was familiar to 
a new home in rural Ironton, Missouri. Now granted, the 
small town we were moving from, was just that, SMALL--

less than 700 people. But for me, it was my whole world. 
And even at that young age, I will never forget that 
paralyzing fear of being in a place where absolutely 
nothing was familiar. 

One thing I have always appreciated about the 
ministry of The Baptist Home are the great lengths the 
administrators and staff take to ensure all new residents 
feel welcomed and loved. It is an extraordinary example 
of God’s love in action. From the moment new residents 
arrive, they are surrounded by staff who greet them 
by name and welcome them with warm smiles. There 
are no strangers here. Within a few hours of arrival, an 
empty room begins to feel like home as it is filled with 
familiar belongings and beloved family photos. Meals 
are served whenever possible around a table with other 
residents who quickly become like extended family. 

In this issue of The Baptist Home Newsletter, you will 
see pictures and read stories that are about so much 
more than aging. They reflect the greater tie that binds 
us all…our humanity. At The Baptist Home, we have 
become experts at loving people right where they are 
and adopting them into something that is bigger than 
ourselves---God’s family. 

We are committed to keeping your address confidential. We do not sell, 
rent, or lease our mailing list to third parties, and we will not provide 
your personal information to any third party individual, government 
agency, or company at any time unless compelled to do so by law.

L
etter  From  The  E

ditor
Psalm 23 (CSB)
The Good Shepherd – A psalm of King David
The Lord is my shepherd; I have what I need.

He lets me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside quiet waters. 

He renews my life; he leads me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake.

Even when I go through the darkest valley, I fear no 
danger, for you are with me; your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Only goodness and faithful love will pursue 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord as long as I live.

Scholarship Recipient
We want to extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to Kellie Lynn 
Hamilton of Meadville for being 
chosen to receive The Baptist 
Home Scholarship awarded by 
the Missouri Baptist Foundation. 
This scholarship is awarded to 
students wishing to pursue a 
Christian higher education with 
the desire to advance the gospel. 
Kellie is among six other students Kellie Lynn Hamilton

chosen by the MBF board of trustees who will receive 
$2,000 toward their upcoming fall semesters. Kellie is 
attending Hannibal LaGrange and shares, “This university 
has allowed me and propelled me to striving after 
Christ. I have been surrounded by peers who constantly 
encourage me to seek Christ.” Kellie is the daughter of 
Angie Hamilton, activities director at The Baptist Home-
Chillicothe campus.
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 As the campus 
pastor at The 
Baptist Home in 
Arcadia Valley 
(Ironton), it has 
been my good 
fortune to be 
unofficially 
“adopted” by 
several residents 
during the last 
four-plus years.  
No, nothing legal 
or binding. I am 

talking about relationships with individuals that 
exist on a deep enough level that I consider them 
to be like a member of my extended family.  And 
the feelings run both ways.  I think, in a broader 
sense, that image is a real goal that we strive for in 
our ongoing ministry at The Baptist Home. Every 
single resident who has come to The Baptist Home 
has entered a stage of life where he or she has 
been forced to depend upon others to provide 
some level of care or assistance.  In some cases, our 
residents have moved a significant distance away 
from their children and other family members. They 
are all in need of establishing new connections, 
being welcomed into a new, loving and supportive 
family. 

The verse quoted at the beginning of this article is 
pulled from the Bible account of King David, and 
how he sought out a survivor from Saul’s family 
so he could show them God’s kindness and mercy 
for the sake of his great friend, Jonathan.  After a 

"...And you shall eat at my table always!" 2nd Samuel 9:7
by Jim Wills, Campus Pastor

careful search, one man, Mephibosheth was found. 
He was the son of David’s best friend, Jonathan, 
and grandson of Saul.  On the day King Saul and 
his son, Jonathan, were killed in battle, 5-year old 
Mephibosheth was rescued and carried away by 
his nurse who took him and fled, but in their hasty 
flight, he fell and became lame. For many years, 
Mephibosheth kept a low profile in a place named 
Lo Debar, a town with no place for flocks to graze, a 
forgotten place. 

Many years later, as a disabled adult, Mephibosheth 
was sought out by King David’s men and brought to 
the King’s new home. Fearing revenge and possible 
death, he fell on his face before the king, only to 
be shocked to hear the best news possible.  David 
informed Mephibosheth that he had brought him 
to Jerusalem to restore to him all the land, property 
and servants that had belonged to both King Saul 
and his father, Jonathan.  He also promised him that 
he would always have a place at the King’s table 
and would be treated like one of David’s own sons!  

It is in that same spirit of compassion that we at 
The Baptist Home welcome new family members 
at each of the four Baptist Home locations.  Each 
new resident has a different background and 
life experiences, but all are welcomed into a 
compassionate, caring new family!  The only 
explanation we can give for this good work is that 
we are trying our best to show God’s kindness to 
those aged individuals who need care.  We will 
continue to welcome them in, show them their 
seat at the table, and treat them as fellow family 
members.    

Jim Wills  shakes Sherman Reed's 
hand.

Mary Bolton wore a 
necklace she made 
during crafts.

Chris Fritschle 
headed home after 
a fun day of VBS 
activities.

Each day of VBS, a 
guest speaker shared 
insight on the topic 
of prayer. Pastor Ryan 
Nichols, First-Ironton, 
answered the 
question, “What Can 
Hinder Prayer?”

New resident Lois 
Plummer enjoyed the 
refreshments after VBS.

VBS
Fun
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IRONTON, MISSOURI
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Giving Back

The Baptist Home staff held a food drive as part of “National Stamp Out 
Hunger Day.” All food donated was given to benefit the Arcadia Valley Food 
Pantry. Photo Courtesy of David Gifford, The Mountain Echo 

Each department had a friendly competition to see who 
could collect the most food.

Misty Lopez, worked on campus beautification using 
rocks painted by residents during VBS. Misty spent 
several weeks at The Baptist Home as a practicum 
student working towards her degree in social work.

The Baptist Home hosted an American Red 
Cross Blood Drive. Several staff, like Kathy 
Dunn and Amanda Chance, gave the gift of life.

John Whited appreciated the 
water and snacks after his 
donation.

Geraldine Pace and Myrtle Sue Becker 
enjoyed a visit from members of their 
church, First-Arnold.

A large group from First-Wentzville performed 
for residents in the chapel and afterwards, visited 
with residents.

Campers from Dayspring Bible Camp came to sing 
and visit with residents. Frances Turley enjoyed 
receiving a card from one of the campers.

Staff from Kindred Hospice pampered 
our residents by providing manicures 
and makeovers for Mother’s Day.

Members of Fee Fee Baptist Church Friendship Choir 
came to perform. Pictured with the group are residents, 
Angielee Huddleston, Raymond and Marion Giles, 
Frances and Loyd Nicholson, Ramona Harpending, Alice 
Hall and Homer Hughes.

A group from Cape Fellowship Baptist 
Church came to sing and share a word of 
encouragement with residents.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    5



Jane Johnson kept her eye on the ball. 

Charlene Puckett was excited for 
a game of balloon volleyball to 
begin.

Nursing staffer James Cowins 
assisted Curtis Martin outside 
to watch the ball game.

Residents enjoyed watching the staff compete 
from the shade of the Riggs-Scott porch.

Housekeeping staffer Jennifer 
Cornell was determined to take 
the lead in the wheelchair race.

Norma Jones had a “ball” as she took a 
swing. 

Volunteer Candy Firebaugh, 
Safe Harbor Hospice, served 
ice cream for root beer floats. 

As part of this special week, residents and staff enjoyed a variety of activities designed with one thing in mind --FUN!

National Nursing Home Week
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While watching the fireworks, Sherman Reed 
kept cool with ice cream and a soda.

Residents enjoyed the fireworks display 
on a perfect July evening.

Administrator Sherri Snider led in singing 
the National Anthem with accompaniment 
provided by Jane Johnson.

Ruth DeCiantis, John Carroll and Fred Davis 
enjoyed the patriotic program before the 
fireworks.

Dietary staffer Jane Lashley gave Bill 
Lumbley a hug at the July 4th celebration.
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Welcome New Residents!

Jeannine Ferguson
Tower Grove, St. Louis
June 16

Lois Plummer
First, Arnold
May 3

Carroll Jennings
First, Poplar Bluff
June 27

Eloise Jennings
First, Poplar Bluff
June 27

Betty Miller
Kirkwood Baptist
July 21

Ed Goodwin
Scottsville Baptist, VA
July 10

Myrtle "Bubbles" 
Goodwin
Scottsville Baptist, VA
July 10

(*) Not Pictured
Julia Lindsey
May 28
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BIRTHDAYS
Oct  6 Ruth Short, Charrette Baptist, Marthasville
Oct  7 Loyd Nicholson, Fee Fee Baptist,   
 Bridgeton
Oct  11 Mary Ann Knight, Kirkwood Baptist
Oct  11 Betty Towler, First Baptist, Ironton
Oct  20 Carroll Jennings, First Baptist, Poplar Bluff
Oct  22 Ed Goodwin, Scottsville Baptist, VA
Oct  26 Glady Brown, Tower Grove Baptist, 
 St. Louis
Oct  27 Roberta Sherman, First Baptist, 
 Crystal City
Nov  1 Opal Brooks, First Baptist, Pilot Knob
Nov  10 Shirley Esparza, First Baptist, Arnold
Nov  18 Aldena Trevathan, First Baptist, Bryan, TX
Nov  20 Charles Davis, Windsor Baptist, Imperial
Nov  22 Melba Rankin, First Baptist, Arnold
Nov  29 Frances Neumann, Heartland Baptist,   
 Oakville
Nov  29 Robbie Robinson, Berean Missionary   
 Baptist, Festus
Dec  6 Letha Horton, First Baptist, Buffalo
Dec  6 Boyd Huett, Grace Baptist, Dunnellon, FL
Dec  9 Lois Plummer, First Baptist, Arnold
Dec  10 Lola Mae Hatcher, First Baptist, St. James
Dec  28 Joann Davis, Ellis Grove Baptist, Ellis, IL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Oct  9 Beauford and Norma Jones, Happy Zion   
 Baptist, Annapolis/First Baptist, Ironton  
Oct  30 Donald and (*) Thelma Hoffman, Lower  
 Doe Run Baptist, Ellington
Nov  4 Boyd and Elaine Huett, Grace Baptist,   
 Dunnellon, FL
Nov  9 Bill and Ruthel Shirley, South County   
 Baptist, St. Louis
Nov  20 Roy and Betty Mason, First Baptist,
  Wright City
Nov  25 Loyd and Frances Nicholson, Fee Fee   
 Baptist, Bridgeton
Dec  5 Robert and Patricia Blick, Windsor Baptist,  
 Imperial

(*) Not a resident of The Baptist Home

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Jun  25 William Brooks
Jul   18 Wilferd Lindsey
Jul   19 Bev Kelley, Hopewell Baptist, New   
 Bloomfield 
Jul   23 Louise Wright, First Baptist, Farmington 

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT FACILITY
Jul   31 James Kelley, Hopewell Baptist,   
 Bloomfield

Immediate Needs: Kleenex; White Towels 
Washcloths (colored) and Bath Towels (white and colored); 
Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; 
Toothpaste; Flower Arranging Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s 
sleeveless t-shirts (white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes and combs; 
small mist bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; Long 
straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt (half or more 
yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family friendly); Hearing Aid 
Batteries size 13 and 312; Adult Coloring Books; Body Wash; Hair Pics;  
Standard watch batteries, size 377; Scrapbook paper and picture 
frames (all sizes); Small Bingo Prizes @ $1.00. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
Special music groups  anytime; Sunday sing-a-longs; fingernail 
painting; letter writing;  scripture reading 1 on 1; Special music 
for Sunday Worship Services; helping in the craft’s department.

For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 
dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs
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SALVADORANS CELEBRATE THEIR 

BAPTIST HOME

The world’s longest “motorable road“ at 18,641 miles, 
the Pan-American Highway, travels through El Salvador 
on its way from Argentina to Alaska. A short distance 
off this highway, Highway 1 out of San Salvador at 
Ayutica, sits the Adulto Mayor or Hogar Ancionas.  We 
know it as The Baptist Home of the Association of 
Baptists in El Salvador.   

Recently, our colleagues celebrated the annual Baptist 
Home Day as they have done for years.  This year’s 
theme was “Honoring our Elderly.”  Eight residents--five 
women and three men--call this place “home.”  They 
have become family where they look out for each 
other in very basic living conditions.  On a visit that 
Steven Jones, Verlyn Bergen, then board member of 
TBH, and I did a few years ago, the number was one 
retired man, who was a blind pastor, and three women.

The Baptist Women have an Administrative 
Committee, elected biennially, who oversees this 
ministry.  A person may make a request to this 

committee to come to this Baptist Home as is done 
in Missouri.   The potential Baptist resident, or his/her 
church and/or family, is responsible for the $150 per 
month costs. That includes everything.  In theory, local 
churches, women’s ministry groups and resident fees 
pay for this ministry.   However, few residents can pay 
anything.  Also, only eight percent of the churches 
participate at all.  Indeed, it is the women’s groups 
who carry the bulk of the burden of care here.  In like 
manner, it is the women over the years that have seen 
that the residents of our Missouri Homes have their 
needs met. 

Other pressing goals abound for the Adulto Mayor 
ministry:
• Improve infrastructure, 
• Focus on environmental conditions, 
• Engage in international management, and 
• Motivate churches to donate to The Baptist Home.

Thank you for praying for the Salvadoran witness in 
this country of sixty Baptist churches as they “reach out 
to the homeless and loveless in their plight” (James 
1:27).  The Baptist witness in El Salvador began in 
1911.  The current, national Association of Baptists of 
El Salvador organized in 1934.  The early Salvadoran 
Baptist believers faced religious persecution, even 
denial of some necessities of life. Salvadoran Baptists 
have been a part of The Baptist Home Foundation’s 
global aging ministry for several years.  We have jointly 
done strategic planning with their Eldercare Team.  
More recently, Sherri Snider conducted training time 
with them and other Central American aging leaders in 
Validation Therapy. 

Thank the Lord for the wonderful and inspiring 
leadership of the current Association president, Gladys 
Haydee Ortiz, pastor of the Primera Iglesia Bautista 
(First Baptist Church) of Ahuachapán.  Her quiet, 
determined leadership has not gone unnoticed as 
she rallies the churches to ministry.  Blessings to the 
family who lives at their home called Adulto Mayor, The 
Baptist Home of El Salvador!

Dr. Roger Hatfield serves as Global 
Aging Missions Specialist for The 
Baptist Home Foundation. He 
specializes in Global Missions outreach 
and strives to build relationships with 
churches and other ministry specialists 
dedicated to advancing the care of the 
aged around the world.

Former President of the Association Alfredo Ortiz prayed 
for the elderly as part of their Baptist Home Day.

The Adulto Mayor, The Baptist Home of El Salvador, where 
the majority of cooking is done outside.

"Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless 
in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world." James 1:27  (The Message)
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Like the Pilgrims and Puritans, her family first came to America 
to escape religious persecution. Her grandfather had been 
a Baptist pastor who spent four years in prison in Belarus 
for preaching the gospel. Growing up in Belarus, Veranika 
remembers being ridiculed at her school for being Christian 
and Baptist. In Belarus, Baptists are classified as a “sect” by 
the government. So, she especially appreciates the religious 
freedom we have in this country. 

Veranika came with her mother and four siblings to Portland, 
Oregon, which has a large community of Russian language 
immigrants. There she met her husband, Eugene, a Ukrainian 
national. Longing for a smaller community and a simpler 
lifestyle, the couple moved to Ozark, Missouri, a few years 
ago. They have two young sons, Timothy and Andrew. They 
established a family painting business and named it after their 
first son, Timothy. When asked his name, Timothy would say it 
was “Timothy’s Painting.” He was four at the time.

Veranika has always loved the elderly and feels a special 
calling to work with them. She did that during her time 
in Oregon and also in Missouri, where she worked at a 
Springfield area nursing home. She came across an online ad 
for The Baptist Home and called to enquire if it was Christian. 
Director of Nursing Pam Helms invited her to come and see. 
She did. It was. And, since October of last year Veranika has 
worked at The Baptist Home-Ozark as a CNA. 

She recently traveled back to Belarus to visit with her father 
and grandmother. They still live in a small village in the Minsk 
area in a house with no electricity or running water. The 
nearest grocery store is an hour away. The plight of the elderly 
is especially difficult. Most live on a pension of about $100 a 
month. Those who are isolated often die alone and are found 
days later by the postman. 

Nevertheless, Veranika recalls the life of that small Belarusian 
village with nostalgia. She said that they would share 
everything they had with other villagers, that daily neighbors 
would check on the sick and the elderly, and that each 
evening the whole village would gather by the riverside and 
end their day together in fellowship. 

She especially enjoyed her time at the House of Mercy near 
Kobrin. She got to know our good friends Igor and Inna 
and also mentioned Alyssa as someone who was good to 
her. She was disappointed that they would not let her work 
with the residents. This is probably due to their government 
regulations and their innate sense of hospitality. 

Although she did not get to spend as much time there as she 
had originally planned due to her father’s health problems, 
she said that there was nothing like it anywhere else in her 
country. She was excited to learn about the ties between the 
House of Mercy and The Baptist Home.

I got most of this information from Veranika during an 
interview at The Baptist Home-Ozark. When we finished, I 
took her over to meet our good friends, Bob and Margaret 
Woolley. Margaret has been on mission trips to Belarus ten 
times and shares Veranika’s love for the Belarusian people. 
As a former trustee of The Baptist Home, Margaret played an 
instrumental role in establishing the House of Mercy. 

In the Woolley’s living room, she shared with us about her 
immediate and extended families, and her compassion for 
the elderly that brought her to The Baptist Home at Ozark. 
She paraphrased Paul’s concept of not doing her work as 
“eyeservice” to please men but to please God. To paraphrase 
Brother Lawrence, to do everything, even picking up a piece 
of straw from the ground, for the love of God. 

VERANIKA SPOLITAK: FAITH AND FAMILY
Friends of the Home

Jim Nelson serves as a 
part-time Advancement 

Officer for The Baptist Home 
after retiring as Director of 
Advancement for 17 years.  

He serves with fundraising of 
large projects and acts as an 
advisor to The Baptist Home.

Jim Nelson and Veranika Spolitak with Margaret and 
Bob Woolley at The Baptist Home-Ozark.

Veranika visiting with one of the residents from The 
Baptist House of Mercy in Belarus.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    9
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Betty Wagner is a wonderful example of what makes The 
Baptist Home a big family.  She is thankful to all the caregivers 
that she has and is very patient, as she sometimes waits to get 
her needs met.  Betty is a single lady who never married.  She 
never had children, but she has several nieces from her brother 
who are scattered all over the country.  During her life, Betty 
has enjoyed the support of many different extended families.

Betty has a cousin, Lucy, who served as a missionary in Korea 
for 29 years.  Betty had the chance to go see her twice while 
Lucy lived in Korea.  On one of those trips, Betty was also able 
to visit Hong Kong.  Today, Lucy and her act more like sisters 
than cousins. They talk every morning to check on each other.

Betty moved to The Baptist Home from the Kansas City 
area in 2015.  She was the first admission for the current 
administrator, Ruthie Meyers.  And what an admission it has 
been.  In addition to being very patient, Betty has a sweet 
disposition, and she fits in well with whomever she is around.

Betty was born outside Dayton, Missouri, on a farm in 1925.  
Dayton is near Garden City, Missouri, and has a specific history 
of being burned down during the Civil War.  Betty lost her 
mother at the age of six. Her brother was only four at the time; 
therefore, neither of them remembers their mother to be 
able to share memories of her.  Betty accepted Christ when 
she was 13 years old at Dayton Baptist Church where she was 

Betty Wagner: Family Ties
by Steve Moseley, Campus Pastor

also baptized.  She attended college at Central Missouri State 
where she went for two years and got her teaching certificate.  
After teaching two years in Cass County and spending another 
year teaching in New Mexico, which is where her mother’s 
family lived, Betty realized that teaching was not for her.  

Around 23 years of age, Betty moved to Kansas City to pursue 
a job with Sears as a file clerk.  After five years, Betty was laid 
off from that job, but she applied and was hired at The Baptist 
Bookstore, now Lifeway Resources, just two weeks later.  She 
worked her way up to assistant manager.  During that time, she 
worked at many locations for several managers and regional 
managers.  She started at the downtown location, which is now 
the sight of the Sprint Center in downtown Kansas City.  The 
Baptist Bookstore employees, customers, and vendors made 
up her second extended family.  Betty worked there for over 
40 years.  She retired in 1990 at 65 years of age, but she kept 
working as she was needed for several more years.

A third extended family was her church.  Betty was a longtime 
member of Maywood Baptist Church in Independence.  She 
loved to sing in the choir and being a part of the cantatas 
and specials.  She especially enjoyed the choir director, Dr. 
Randall Bradley.  During his tenure there, the choir did a lot 
of travelling and performing.  It was members of her church 
family that encouraged and assisted Betty in moving to The 
Baptist Home. 

Betty’s life verse is Romans 8:28. “We know that God causes 
everything to work together for the good of those who love God 
and are called in accordance with his purpose.” She was reading 
it one day, and it seemed to jump off the page at her.  She 
thought that God was trying to send her a message, and she 
better pay attention.  She has tried to figure out that purpose 
during each phase of her life.

Along with her blood relatives, Betty has warmed the hearts 
of many in her lifetime.  And in the last five years, during her 
time at The Baptist Home – Chillicothe, she has started another 
family who love her to pieces.  She is one of those people that 
are just easy to love!  We all love you Betty Wagner!

Betty Wagner (left) with her cousin, Lucy, and three 
nieces from North Carolina, Allison, Natalie and Olivia.

Five different speakers came 
over the week to share, to 
teach, and to sometimes 
sing. Pastor Keith Sisney, 
First-Meadville, shared about 
“Encountering Jesus in the 
Temple.”

Residents love VBS and 
look forward to it each year. 
An average of 26 residents 
attended VBS each day. This 
year’s theme: "Encountering 
Jesus."

Richard Hurtgen, former 
TBH Campus Pastor and 
current pastor at Mt. 
Pleasant-Chillicothe, closed 
VBS with a message on 
“Encountering Jesus on the 
Road.”

INTO THE WILD

Pastor Jonathan Davis, 
Calvary-Chillicothe, played 
guitar and spoke about 
“Encountering Jesus at the 
River.”
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CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Judy Mora had a visit from her daughter, Kristy, 
from California.

Gospel Trio from First-Cameron performed for 
residents.

DON Jennifer Peters introduced her newest 
addition, Bentlee, to TBH family.

Clinton Taylor enjoyed a visit 
from his son, Jim.

Don Cassada enjoyed a visit from his sister, Betty 
Hayward, her son, Charles, and grandson, Tyler.

Special 
   Visitors

Having fun from the sidelines were Betty 
Phillips, Emma Gardner and Mary Belle Tedder.

Clinton Taylor celebrated his 86th 
birthday with a ride.

Also watching were Cora Grouse, Miriam Stelplugh 
with her daughter, Cynthia, and Stella York.

Opal Griffin gave a big smile before 
take-off.

Dorothy Lindley had a blast.Charge Nurse Jessie Lee could hardly contain her 
excitement.

Mega Ducks
Equals Mega Fun!

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    11
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Wandalea Sconce and son, James Wayne and Elois Wade and familyMargaret and Jim Marshall and family

Betty Beaird and family

Duane Wise and Helen Wilkinson and families
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Pat Ricket and family 

Eupha Webb celebrated with a sparkler. Jeri Pratt enjoyed celebrating with her 
daughter, Wendy.

Loretta Fanning and Elois Wade enjoyed 
a patriotic snack.

Vivian Leeper loved the sparklers.

John Mackey was ready for the 
celebration from head-to-toe.

STS
TS

freedom 
celebration
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Ho m e c o m i n g
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CHILLICOTHE, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | CHILLICOTHE

Campus Needs
Postage Stamps; Black Ink Pens; Hand Sanitizer – (Large refill bottles); 
Clorox Wipes/Lysol Wipes; Kleenex; Denture Tabs; Dove Body Wash or 
(Generic); Baby Oil; After Shave; White/Color Washcloths; Color Bath 
Towels; Hand Towels (print/color); Dish Clothes; Special Spa-like, scented 
lotions & perfume body spray i.e.:  Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, etc. for 
whirlpool baths; Birthday gifts @ $1.00; Small Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed for 
Resident Bird Feeders; New or Used iPods or MP3 Players; Fitted Flannel 
Sheets (Twin Size); Fitted Cotton Sheets (Twin Size); International Coffee – 
Regular & Sugar-Free; Sewing Thread (White); Large Print Christian Books 
(Fiction/Other); Disposable Eyeglass Wipes.

Volunteers Welcomed!
Provide a program or travelogue; special music or sing-a-long 
(youth groups are welcome).  Lead a table game session; read 

to residents; help residents write letters or help with Christmas 
Cards;  visit 1 on 1 (reminisce or look at resident’s photo album 

memories with them); be a listener; lead a craft project; host an ice 
cream social, cookie party, etc., be a pen pal or adopt a resident.  

Walk with a resident outside or go for a wheelchair ride.
For more information contact Angie Hamilton, 

ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org (660) 646-6219

T

  
    

BIRTHDAYS
Oct   12 Willa Jean Estes, Calvary Baptist, Chillicothe
Oct   12 Helen Wilkinson, First Baptist, Moberly
Oct   27 Loretta Fanning, First Baptist, Milan
Nov  6 Virginia Carter, First Baptist, Kearney
Nov  8 Kathryn Gooch, First Baptist, Meadville
Nov  8 John Mackey, First Baptist, Sulphur, OK
Nov  18 Betty Wagner, Maywood Baptist,   
 Independence
Nov  20 Marjorie Lawson, Utica Baptist
Nov  22 Betty Smith, Memorial Baptist, Columbia
Nov  25 Norma Toot, UMC, Wheeling
Nov  29 Betty Phillips, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Dec   1 Emma Gardner, First Baptist, Laredo
Dec   1 Wandalea Sconce, Heritage Baptist,   
 Springfield
Dec   2 Charles Anderson, Olive Branch Baptist,  
 Chillicothe
Dec   10 Lucinda Morris, Methodist
Dec   18 Ruth Gray, Free Methodist, Chillicothe

DECEASED RESIDENTS
May  5 Lulu Louise Muck, First Baptist, Meadville
May  18 Peggy Bate, Calvary Baptist, Chillicothe

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT FACILITY
Jul   31 Raymond and Kathy Stafford, Devotie Baptist,  
 Griffin, GA
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Welcome New Residents!

Kathryn Gooch
First, Meadville
June 24

Donald Smith
Memorial Baptist, Columbia
June 11

Bill Wilhite
First, Miller
July 30

Kay Gannon
First Assembly, Trenton
July 2

Mind,  Body & Spirit

Jim Marshall 
considered a new 
hairstyle. 

Opal Bargar relaxed while 
working a jigsaw puzzle and 
enjoying the beautiful view.

Miriam Stelplugh expressed 
her creativity through art.

Helen Johnson sharpened 
her mind with a word 
search puzzle.
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Greg Lober is a part-time 
employee of The Baptist 
Home specializing in planned 
giving.  Greg has conducted 
over a thousand public and 
professional seminars on 
estate and tax planning and 
planned giving.

We continue to be in a time of low interest rates on CD’s and money market accounts.  More income would allow you 
to do more traveling or helping family.  You could also give more to kingdom causes. There is an arrangement that 
would allow you to receive more current income.  That arrangement is the Charitable Gift Annuity.  The Charitable Gift 
Annuity is made available from The Baptist Home Foundation to offer income to you for life and then provide support 
to The Baptist Home at your death.  You are invited to partner with us by establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity.  

What Is a Charitable Gift Annuity?
A charitable gift annuity is a giving option which involves an arrangement between an individual or couple and a 
charity such as The Baptist Home Foundation.  An individual or a couple makes a gift of cash or appreciated securities 
in exchange for a fixed, lifetime income for one or two individuals.  The arrangement provides future financial support 
for The Baptist Home.  The donor/annuitant receives the following benefits from this arrangement:

l Income for life      l Attractive annuity rate
l Some of the income will be tax free return of principal  l Satisfaction of supporting ministry

How Does the Gift Annuity Work?
An individual or couple makes an irrevocable gift to The Baptist Home Foundation.  The minimum amount gifted 
can be as low as $5,000.  After the Home receives the gift, the annuitant is paid an annual income ranging from 
4.4 to 9.5 percent of the original gift, and the annuity can be for the life of one or two annuitants.  The amount of 
income received by the annuitant (or annuitants) is determined by these factors: 
l The amount of the gift and the annuity rate
l The type of annuity chosen and number of annuitants (maximum of two)
l The age of the annuitant (or annuitants) at the time of the gift and when the income begins (minimum age  
        is 60 for a current annuity)

DO YOU NEED MORE INCOME?

*Based on a $10,000 annuity and subject to the 
current IRS AFR.

ONE-LIFE GIFT ANNUITY RATES AND 
DEDUCTIONS FOR SELECTED AGES

AGE
ANNUAL-
ANNUITY 
INCOME

TAX FREE
INCOME*

TAX 
DEDUCTION*

60 $470 $321 $2,254

65 $510 $362 $2,798

70 $560 $414 $3,413

75 $620 $473 $4,123

80 $730 $575 $4,594

85 $830 $684 $5,341

90+ $950 $803 $6,061

EXAMPLE | SINGLE-LIFE ANNUITY
An 81 year-old single woman would like to contribute 
$10,000 to The Baptist Home Foundation in exchange 
for a gift annuity.  At her age, the annuity rate would be 
7.5%.  She would receive $750 per year for the rest of 
her life with about $598 of her annual annuity payment 
being tax-free for her life expectancy.  She would also 
receive an immediate charitable income tax deduction 
of about $4,733 which would be deductible up to 50% 
of her adjusted gross income, if she itemizes.

What Rate and Income Tax Deduction 
Can You Expect?
The exact deduction and tax-free income can only 
be calculated when the annuity arrangement is 
established.  The following chart is an example of 
the annuity rate, tax-free income and deduction you 
could expect to receive for a one-life annuity. 

How will a Gift Annuity Benefit You?
To find out more about how a The Baptist Home 
Foundation Gift Annuity can benefit you, please 
contact the TBH Planned Giving Office.  We will send 
you a confidential letter proposal, which will explain 
the specific benefits you can receive from a gift 
annuity, including your annuity rate and tax savings.  
There is never any obligation if we send you a proposal. 

You can do your own gift annuity calculations. 
Just visit www.tbhlegacy.org, click "Calculators", 
and then follow the instructions. Or if you prefer, 
contact me directly at (816) 509-2812 or by email, 
glober@thebaptisthome.org.
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RETIREMENT: OUR HORIZONTAL RELATIONSHIP
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Life’s Sabbath-Retirement’s Second Purpose is 
to cease from our life’s occupation to work on 
our Horizonal Relationships with our family and 
friends. The first family relationship to work on is 
your relationship with your spouse.

Retirement can be the most challenging time to 
a marriage. In our society, an increasing number 
of marriages are not surviving retirement. Even in 
the best of marriages, retirement is a challenge. So, 
plan on taking the time and energy to clarify each 
other’s new roles in your partnership and make a 
recommitment to each other so both of you can 
make the most of retirement.   

Researchers have found “very satisfied and 
happy retired couples” practice these common 
activities:

1. Daily, spouses have private devotional time 
of Bible study and prayer for their spouse, 
family and friends.

2. Daily, the retired couple have a joint prayer 
time.

3. Each partner sets individual retirement goals 
as well as the couple sets common family 
goals to work on.

4. Each couple clearly reestablishes roles and 
responsibilities such as: auto service, financial 
management, home cleaning/repairs, 
laundry, yard care, meal menu planning, 
shopping, preparing and clean up. 

5. Spending on average four hours a day apart 
from your spouse doing “your own thing.” 
Simply put spending time apart provides 
a married couple with things to share with 
each other when they are together. 

6. Weekly couples have a real date. They 
schedule the event, get “dressed up” and 
enjoy the date of focusing on each other.

7. Very satisfied married couples are active in a 
spiritual organization or congregation.

Life’s Sabbath also provides us time to deepen 
our relationship with our siblings, children, 
grandchildren and friends. To succeed, we 

need to follow Paul’s advice to dress from God’s 
wardrobe of “compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.” 

To deepen our horizontal relationships, we may 
need to resolve some long-standing conflicts 
with one or more persons. Forgiving whatever 
grievances you may have with others is essential 
to attain true conflict resolution. It is a blessing 
to see retirees investing their time and energy to 
resolve long-standing conflicts and renew deep 
relationships.  

Retirement also gives us time to remember our 
family stories, heritage, traditions, values and pass 
them along to our children and grandchildren. 
We retirees have time to write our memoir or do 
family genealogical research. Your efforts become 
treasured gifts for your children and grandkids.

For Christians, retirement provides time to write 
a Personal Spiritual Genealogy. In it, share the 
events, influences, and people involved in your 
Christian conversion and spiritual growth.  Also 
share your parents, grandparents and extended 
family members’ faith experiences. A Spiritual 
Genealogy is a testimony of how God has made 
you the person you are, and how He has been an 
active influence in your family throughout history. 
It also provides your family members with a sense 
of belonging to God’s everlasting family.

Retirement also gives us the opportunity to 
attend family and friends’ birthdays, graduations, 
weddings and other memorable life celebrations. 
In short, with good planning, retirement 
can provide opportunities for strengthening 
relationships and leaving a legacy to family and 
friends.

Dr. Frank E. Fain is the Director 
of Adult Ministry  Services 
for The Baptist  Home. He 

serves as a resource person 
to churches, congregational 

leaders, senior adults and their 
families on issues related to 
aging and adult ministries.

“Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with each other and forgive whatever grievance you may have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 
all together in perfect unity.” Colossians 3:12 - 14 NIV

EXAMPLE | SINGLE-LIFE ANNUITY
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about how much life can change for senior adults as 
they transition from one home to another.  Senior 
adulthood can find a great number of transitions.  
Those transitions require flexibility and a yielded 
spirit to know and do the will of God.  His presence is 
precious as inevitable change takes place in our lives.  

Two years ago, as my life was transitioning to the 
Ozark campus, a sweet gentleman from the “Outback” 
community shared about a transition.   He and 
his wife had attended a church for several years in 
Springfield, as they decided it was time to move their 

Transitions
by Todd Forman, Campus Pastor

Susan Onnen said she loves to 
make people laugh.

Sarah Hagan smiled after her new 
haircut.

Lola Mae Wolfe shared a smile. Harlan Spurgeon smiled because it 
was a beautiful day.

George Ballwin was thrilled 
to receive his new coin 
commemorating the 50th 
celebration of the Apollo 11 
moon landing. George played an 
important role in engineering the 
design of the Apollo 11 spacecraft.

Smiles
All Around 

Outbacker (Independent Living resident) Bob Krofta 
and Harold Cummins enjoyed getting to know each 
other better over coffee.

membership to First-Ozark.  He shared that the 
world was beginning to get smaller again. As they 
had transitioned to living in a home on campus, 
there was a great deal of “downsizing” involved in 
the move.  In this couple’s life, as they moved their 
church membership closer to home, he realized 
that the next church move would be attendance at 
The Baptist Home services.  “One day,” he said, “we’ll 
be moving to where everything we have will be 
reduced to one room.” That is a tough reality!

Recently, a man moved into assisted living from 
independent living.  He shared that he was very 
excited about moving into assisted living.  In fact, 
his excitement was compared to a time when he 
got his largest career promotion that required him 
to move out of state. This gentleman told me that 
every phase of life has its own share of challenges, 
and he is ready to take on whatever lies ahead.

Transitions are inevitable for all of us at every age.  
How we negotiate those changes determines 
whether we will face life with a healthy or an 
unhealthy perspective.  That perspective will either 
help or hinder our physical, spiritual, and emotional 
well-being. It is a joy to be close to residents who 
teach me every day how to manage the transitions 
that inevitably lie ahead of me.  Take time to visit 
a Baptist Home resident today to learn some 
amazing life lessons!  
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK

How Sweet  the Sound

Winnie Tuckness shared about 
her work with Operation 
Christmas Child in Namibia, 
Africa.

Baptist Home President Steven 
Jones led a Town Hall discussion 
with residents.

WMU Director Zeldean Munton 
led residents in prayer for David 
Jackson of Grand Oak Mission’s 
work with the urban poor.

Marjorie Crum received a visit from 
friends and family from Iowa.

Special Visitors

~
>

Outbackers Joann Spurgeon, Pat Wertz and 
Tibby Martin enjoyed the beautiful weather. 

Dale Allen wore his best smile to the 
picnic.

Marilyn Williams and Virginia Riddle 
enjoyed the food and fellowship.

Everyone 
Loves a 
Picnic

A trio from Selmore Baptist 
Church ministered to residents 
through gospel music and 
familiar hymns.

Mark Swadley and his family sang 
songs with his parents, Paul and 
Betty Swadley.

Residents were blessed by a 
performance from a youth choir all 
the way from Stephensville, Texas. 

Maxine Hartley tried-out the 
piano before worship.

~>
~

>

Residents eagerly awaited the freshly fried 
fish and hushpuppies to be served.

Dietary Supervisor Ronda Pitchford assisted Lois 
Barham with her order.

www.thebaptisthome.org  | The Baptist Home    17



H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

Marilyn Williams and Lucille Shrimpton 
relaxed under the gazebo while 
enjoying homemade cinnamon rolls.

Paul Harvey and Milton Thomas enjoyed 
watermelon brought from Arkansas by 
Administrator Vera Cline.

Marianna Smith stopped to smell the roses on 
the way to the gazebo. 

Wilma Wilson enjoyed a round of Bingo. Lois Barham and Betty Russell enjoyed 
Kool-Aid and conversation in the shade 
of the gazebo.
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STARS AND STRIPES

Ole' Fashioned 
Summertime Fun

As part of the Independence Day 
celebration, Hopedale-Springfield, 
provided a patriotic program for 
residents to enjoy.

Outbacker Bob Krofta held the flag high as 
Campus Pastor Todd Forman shared the history 
of Flag Day and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Residents and staff joined together in saying 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Veterans were recognized on the 75th 
Anniversary of D-Day, June 6th. 

The Ozark Chicks bluegrass band performed for 
residents, using a variety of instruments.

Several flags were placed around the 
campus entrance by the Outbackers.
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OZARK, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | OZARK
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S BIRTHDAYS
Oct  5  Harold Hume, First Baptist, Branson
Oct  18 Ruby Rose, Pisgah Baptist, Dixon
Oct  22 Martha Sutherlin, Ridgecrest Baptist,   
 Springfield
Oct  23 Richard Clark, First Baptist, Republic
Oct  24 Lucille Brown, First Baptist, Springfield
Oct  25 Sharon Looney, First Baptist, Miller
Oct  29 John Butts, Broadway Baptist, Springfield
Oct  31 Peggy Smith, South Gate Baptist, Springfield
Nov  3 Charles Fredrick, Holiday Island Community, AR
Nov  3 Tibby Martin, Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield
Nov  9 Sarah Hagan, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield
Nov  10 Jean Roff, Applegate Baptist, Nixa
Nov  11 Harold Cummins, First Baptist, Springfield
Nov  15 Joyce Butts, Broadway Baptist, Springfield
Nov  18 George Noble, Second Baptist, Liberty
Nov  20 Lucille Shrimpton, South Haven Baptist,  
 Springfield
Nov  23 Nora Marshall, First Baptist, Ozark
Nov  24 Wesley Brizendine, First Baptist, Springfield
Nov  29 Carol Matthews, First Baptist, Ozark
Nov  30 Betty Brizendine, High Street Baptist,   
 Springfield
Dec  5 Dorthy Campbell, First Baptist, Ozark
Dec  9 Eleanor Sweet, Connection Point, Raytown
Dec  10 Patsy Schudy, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Dec  29 Dortha Dickson, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark
Dec  31 Robert Krofta, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark

ANNIVERSARIES
Oct  3 Harold and Bessie Hume, First Baptist, Branson
Oct  21 Wesley and Betty Brizendine, First Baptist,  
 Springfield/High St. Baptist, Springfield
Oct  21 Delbert and Dortha Dickson, Hopedale  
 Baptist, Ozark
Oct  21  Hugh and Martha Smith, Nashua Baptist,  
 Kansas City
Oct  26 Bob and Margaret Woolley, South Haven  
 Baptist, Springfield
Oct  27 John and Joyce Butts, Broadway Baptist,  
 Springfield
Nov  12 Larry and Sara Patterson, First Baptist, Ozark
Nov  23 Morton and Ruby Rose, Pisgah Baptist, Dixon
Nov  24 Donald and Carole Tarrant, First Baptist,  
 Springfield
Dec  22 Allan and Carolyn Crader, First Baptist, 
 Shell Knob

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Jun  14 James Joslin, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Jun  22 Jewell Prine, Macedonia Baptist, Springfield
Jul   5 Phyllis Cummins, First Baptist, Springfield 
Jul   24 Daniel Springfield, First Baptist, 
 Mammoth Spring, AR

Welcome New Residents!

TBH | NEWSLETTER SIGN UP

Interested in receiving The Baptist Home 
Newsletter or know someone that would?  
Sign up to receive the newsletter quarterly 
at www.thebaptisthome.org/contactus. 

Mae Gilbreath
Assembly of God,
Hollister
June 21

Morton Rose
Pisgah Baptist, 
Dixon
May 31

Hugh Smith
Nashua Baptist,
Kansas City
June 21

Campus Needs
For Hygiene Care: Facial Tissue (immediate need); Hand & Body Lotion 
(immediate need); Body Wash; Poise Pads size 5-6;  Liquid Pump Soap; 

Liquid Soap Refills; Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive 
cream; Toothpaste; Hand Sanitizer.  

For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed Animals 
and Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Dollar Tree Solar Bobble Heads; 

Necklaces; Word Search Puzzles (large print preferred), colorful socks, 
nice items from $1 store for Bingo (ex. Dried fruit, name brand bags of 

candy, seasonal décor).

Volunteers Welcomed!
Activities is in need of volunteers! We have a variety of 

opportunities available during the weekday.  
For more information contact Jodii Hinton, jhinton@

thebaptisthome.org, (417) 581-2101.
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THE ART OF LISTENING

Steven Jones has been President of The 
Baptist Home  since 2006. Prior to serving 
as president, he was administrator of the 
Chillicothe campus.  Steven has provided 
leadership and vision in establishing 
directives for The Baptist Home to ensure 
it continues to provide care for residents 
and educational support for friends and 
family of The Home.

One of my favorite television programs comes from 
Canada.  Heartland is about a horse and cattle ranch 
in Alberta owned by a retired rodeo cowboy with 
two granddaughters. The youngest granddaughter, 
Amy Fleming, has become well-known as a horse 
whisperer.  Although she doesn’t like the label, she 
often says that she does not whisper to horses, she 
listens to them. The show is in its 13th season and 
can be found on UP Faith and Family and other online 
streaming services. 
I am fascinated with the program because of its 
emphasis on family values and what it can teach 
about horses. In another life, I wouldn’t mind 
owning a horse ranch myself and applying what I’ve 
learned on the show. Amy seems to have a gift of 
understanding horses, not just by their sounds, but 
by their behavior and body language. She begins by 
respecting the horse and asking, “What is the horse 
trying to tell me about its needs and wants?” Amy 
avoids generalizing about horses, treating each horse 
individually.  Clients bring their troubled horses to 
her, and she attempts to fix the problem.  However, 
much of the time, it is the rider that needs fixing. 
The show is a brilliant portrayer of both human and 
horse natures. I think we can all use a little more horse 
sense, don’t you?
All of this got me thinking more about the art of 
listening. Another Canadian, psychologist Jordan B. 
Peterson, also from Alberta, talks about recognizing 
the uniqueness of each human creation as an 
individual who deserves to be heard.  He detests the 
current trend of collectivism that drowns out the 
individual in the interest of the state. His recent book, 
12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos answers the 
question, “What makes life more meaningful?” I think 
most Christians will be pleased with his thoughts on 
the matter. He speaks passionately about the need to 
listen more intently to each individual.

It is vital to the implementation of the core 
values of The Baptist Home, and one of the 
most important lessons taught me by my 
mentors, former executive director and social 
service director, Ed and Joy Goodwin. They 
taught me how to listen to aged adults, not 
generalizing about older people, seeking to 
lower anxiety in them and myself, and paying 
attention to more than the sounds in which 
they formed utterances, but to their behaviors 
and body language, as well. I learned that 
listening to the individual older adult can 
affirm and validate them in effective and 
amazing ways. 

I hope this makes “Our Home, Our Family” more 
inviting and attractive. We believe each person is 
CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE; therefore, in OUR CORE 
VALUES, we recognize INDIVIDUALITY by the granting 
of CHOICES, DIGNITY, RESPECT, and EQUALITY through 
CHRISTLIKE SERVICE in EXCELLENCE, ACCOUNTABILITY, 
STEWARDSHIP, BENEVOLENCE and MEANINGFUL 
RELATIONSHIPS. Thus, every individual deserves to be 
heard. And that, we try to do at The Baptist Home. 

Chillicothe Administrator Ruthie Meyers listens intently to Norma 
Toot.
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For an application or for information 
about how to become a resident, life at 
The Baptist Home or other resources visit 
www.thebaptisthome.org/resident or 
contact one of The Baptist Home campuses.

Arcadia Valley: (573) 546-7429 

Chillicothe:  (660) 646-6219 

Ozark: (417) 581-2101

Ashland: (573) 657-0506

TBH | APPLICATION FOR 
RESIDENCY
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The theme for our newsletter this year, “Our Home, 
Our Family” draws one’s attention to the priority of 
creating a new family for our residents. A family built 
around a new peer group of seniors who are now 
sharing a common journey in a common place. The 
theme also draws one’s attention to the challenges 
for resident families who now have a loved one living 
at The Baptist Home – often at a great distance from 
some members of the family. A third expression of 
family at The Home are our employees, especially 
those who provide direct care for our residents. It is 
those direct care employees who interact on a daily, 
even hourly basis with our residents who foster a 
deep sense of family in the process of caregiving.
But I would advocate for a fourth example of family 
relative to The Baptist Home. You – our donors are 
also a part of our family. Many times, as I have the 
privilege to converse with donors I am asked about 
our residents. Often, the question goes something 
like, “How are the folks at The Home?” That question 
is often followed by, “What do they need?” or “How 
can I help?” 
According to “Giving USA”, a report which details the 
nature, status and direction of philanthropic giving in 
America, giving to US based charities declined 1.8% in 
2018. In fact, giving to religious and healthcare-based 
charities saw an even greater decline. Also, statistics 
show that most charities struggle to maintain 40% of 
their donors from one year to the next. Many charities 
exist on donors giving for tax mitigation purposes. 
Their connection to the charity is not the motivating 
factor. These donors often shift from one charity to 
the next. At The Baptist Home, we have not seen a 
1.8% decrease in our giving compared to 2018. The 
statistics are not complete for 2019, but so far, we are 
having an exemplary year. Also, our donor retention 
rate is significantly hirer than the national trend.

To what can we attribute this better-than-
the-industry trend? YOU! You are committed 
to the vision of The Baptist Home. We talk 
a lot about being called The Home, but I 
believe that you feel that same sense of 
calling to care for aging humanity, and you 
trust The Home to use your gifts wisely to do 
just that. At some point in your pilgrimage, 
The Home became a trusted ally in your 
spiritual stewardship.
It is our desire and obligation to ensure that 
you, indeed, feel a part of our family. You 
are doing much more than writing a check 
or providing physical supplies to be able to 
reduce your tax burden – you are caring for 

aging humanity. On behalf of our residents, their 
families and our staff, we thank you for being a 
part of our family. Your role is significant and highly 
valued.
If you ever have any questions about becoming 
a part of our family, please feel free to reach out 
to myself or our Advancement Staff, and we will 
gladly listen, keep you informed and guide you 
through the process.  RDM

OUR DONORS, OUR FAMILY

Activities Assistant Amanda Kirtner visits with Elanda McCoy 
and her son, Mike.

www.thebaptisthome.org/projectwishlist

Share your Christmas spirit with 
a Baptist Home resident! 

The Baptist Home

A gift of $50 provides one 
resident a Christmas 

gift from their personal 
Christmas wish list.

Or Give online at:
www.thebaptisthome.org/projectwishlist

Make checks payable to:
The Baptist Home 

PO Box 87, Ironton, MO 63650
Write “Project Wish List” in the memo line.

Project  Wish List

Project wish list ad.indd   1 8/19/19   7:29 PM
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Chillicothe resident Selma 
Milum modeled a new hat 
received from her daughter. 
Her daughter provided hats 
to all who wanted them.

Chillicothe resident Vesta Cassada visited 
with AV Administrator Sherri Snider 
during a break from trustee’s meeting.

Ozark residents enjoyed visiting together 
while snapping beans. Pictured are Carol 
Matthews, Dorthy Campbell, Virginia 
Riddle and Paul Harvey.

Ozark Administrative Assistant 
April Snyder helped serve ice 
cream during Bingo.

AV residents Roy and Betty Mason sat on the porch while 
enjoying some cool watermelon.

Chillicothe resident Mina Sparks shared a laugh with 
a student from Southwest HS FCCLA. 
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AV resident Lola Hatcher had help from young 
Zach, son of Misty Lopez, at Bingo.

Chillicothe resident Wayne Wade hit the balloon with 
Campus Pastor Steve Moseley.

AV resident Robbie Robinson 
enjoyed a picnic in the park.

Ozark residents Paul and Betty 
Swadley enjoyed watching 
their granddaughter’s wedding 
live on a large screen T.V.
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Honorariums  &  Memorials
IN HONOR OF:
Ed Burris by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Virginia Carter by Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Crossett, Liberty.
Dick and Vicky Davis’ wedding anniversary 
by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Jolene Elliot by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Father’s Day by First Baptist Church, Bonne 
Terre.
Frank Fain by Becky Dowell, Blue Springs.
Nina Hensley by Jim and Glenna Rhodes, 
St. Louis.
Jane Johnson by Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
Johnson, Tallahassee, FL.
Steven and Kathie Jones’ 46 wedding 
anniversary by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Steven and Kathie Jones’ retirement by Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Harper, Ozark.
Our 60th wedding anniversary by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, Ozark.
Adelia Phillips by Annabelle Lafleur, St. 
Louis.
Ken Roller by John Roller, Dadeville.
Roberta Sherman by Darrell Sharick, 
Arnold; Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lewis, Aurora.
Sherri Snider and Arcadia Valley Staff by 
Jane Johnson and Family, Ironton.
Marilyn Williams by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield. 
Harvey Wright’s birthday by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Nyberg, Ozark.

IN MEMORY OF:
Danny Alcorn by Edwina Alcorn, Farmington; 
Tim Alcorn, Ironton; Joe & Patti Stenger, 
Matt & Emily Owen, St. Louis; Ethan & Kelsey 
Stenger, Lamar; Dennis & Debbie Alcorn, 
Sean Alcorn & Trent Alcorn,TN.
Dorothy Armstrong by Dr. and Mrs. Wade 
Paris, Bolivar.
Bob Barr by Anita Cruzan, Springfield.
Spencer Barr by Anita Cruzan, Springfield.
Peggy Bate by Haynie and Ethelyn Thompson, 
David Siberling, Joel McNally, Lois Gillispie, 
Chillicothe; Kerry and Cindy Peterie, Chula.
Dale Benton by Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gustafson, 
Nixa, Frances Nutt, Rogers, AR; Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Nyberg, Harvey and Anna Wright, 
Zeldean Munton, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Woolley, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Clark, Ozark.
Wayne Bess by Mr.and Mrs. Harvey Faircloth, 
Park Hills.
Harold and Lillian Bottorff by Ivalee and 
Janette Jameson, Kansas City.
William Brooks by Ruth Short, Ironton.

Nina Browning by Patricia Haus, Farmington.
John Cope by Mr. and Mrs. Karl Snider, 
Arcadia.
Robert Cox and 63rd wedding anniversary by 
Betty Cox, Scott City.
Dale Crockett by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Bolivar.
Phyllis Cummins by Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Gustafson, Nixa; Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Peggy Smith, Ozark.
Patsy Ruth Cureton by Denise Schweiss, 
Farmington.
Ruth DeGonia by Ruth Short, Ironton.
June DePaul by Reba Young, St. Louis.
Frank Dick by Mary Dick, 
Frances Dugger by Jim and Sharon Nelson, 
Jefferson City.
Myron Enloe by Mr.and Mrs. Raymond 
Oldham, Jr., Arnold. 
Shirley and Laura Fain by Frank and Connie 
Fain, Farmington.
Wayman and Marie Fain by Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Schneider, St. Louis.
Lee Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Joy Goodwin by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, 
Warrensburg.
Ronnie Grimes by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Wanda Grooms by Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lewis, 
Aurora.
Irene Hart by David Hart, Cape Girardeau.
Charles Hensley by Jim and Glenna Rhodes, 
St. Louis.
Theodore Hoekstra by Roger Hoekstra, St. Louis.
Cecil Hulsey by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Orville and Bea James by Joyce Anders, 
Rushville.
Colleen Johns by The Baptist Home Auxiliary, 
Ozark.
Larry Johnson by Mr. and Mrs. Todd Johnson, 
Tallahassee, FL; Paul Williams, Bonne Terre.
James Joslin by Rev. and Mrs. George Noble, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Woolley, Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Peggy Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Harper, Ozark; Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gustafson, Nixa. 
Beverly Kelley by Ruth Short, Roberta 
Sherman, Ironton.
Donald Kocher by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Riley Lassiter by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Chatlos, Liberty.
Harold Leonard by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Wilferd Lindsey and 31 years of marriage by 
Julia Harshaw Lindsey, Ironton.
Wilferd Lindsey by Ruth Short, Ironton.
Eleanor Marsden by Carol Lee Mallette, St. Louis.

Mildred Mathews by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Bolivar.
Elizabeth Matthes by Carol Lee Mallette, St. 
Louis.
Kleo McCarty by James and Judith Wenzl, 
Springfield; Eldon and Zeldean Munton, 
Ozark.
Ed McFerrin by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Bolivar.
Carl and Wanda Morrow by Dr. and Mrs. Greg 
Morrow, California.
Our Mothers by Paul and Pasty Werner, 
O’Fallon.
Frank and Opal Nixon by Ruby Ward, 
Owensville.
Mary Margaret Oberkrom by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Chatlos, Liberty.
Ward and Phyllis Perley by Sandy Perley, 
Columbia.
Mary Peryer by Mr. and Mrs. Gail Farmer, 
Willard.
Dorothy Pothetos by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington.
Jewell Prine by Mr. and Mrs. Harreld Bryant, 
Jr., Springfield.
Kenneth Ragsdale by Fellowship of 
Wildwood, Choir; Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Nyberg, 
Zeldean Munton, Ozark.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Clerc, 
Affton.
Kathleen Ricard by Mark, Sandy, Randy and 
Brenda Ricard, Centennial, CO.
Rev. and Mrs. Chris Scheihing by Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Yount, Fredericktown. 
Norma Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Truman Seitz by Dorothy Seitz, Centertown.
Garry and Eunice Simons by Mr. and Mrs. 
Garry Simons, Jr., Goodyear, AZ.
June Smith by Bonita Smith, Bridgeton.
Verna South by Patsy Schudy, Ozark. 
Gertrude “Trudy” Wilhite by Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Wasson, Springfield.
Murrell Williams by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield.
Elsie Williams by Lillith Leonard, Tipton.
Tandy and Jessie Williams by Lillith Leonard, 
Tipton.
Louise Wright by First Baptist Church, 
Farmington; Ruth Short, Ironton.
Richard and Aretha Yeates by Frank and 
Connie Fain, Farmington.
Ray and Ann Yount by Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Yount, Fredericktown.
Violet Zumalt by James Zumalt, 
Chesterfield.

Honorariums and memorials received 
May 1 thru July 31, 2019.
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Give Yourself a Present 

— And — 

Support our Cause

With the crisp fall weather, it’s time to pull warmer clothes out 
from your closet. As you bring out your favorite sweater, take a 
moment to think about the other things that bring comfort: 

friends, family and the causes important to you. 

Why not consider funding a charitable gift annuity? 

Among the possible benefits are the fixed payments we make to 
you (as high as 9.5%), an income tax deduction and capital gains 
tax savings. 

Best of all, the payments continue for life, and then any 
remaining funds go to support our mission. See inside to learn all 
about how great a gift annuity can be for you!  To speak to one of 
our planned giving representatives, call (866) 454-2709.  C
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