
chapel due to social distancing restrictions. 
During the week, I share daily devotions over 
the intercom as well which provides me with 
yet another opportunity to share the gospel 
and offer words of encouragement. This 
method has provided me with an unexpected 
but welcome opportunity to witness.” In the 
hands of a campus pastor, technology can be a 
powerful and effective ministry tool. 

“Technology is keeping our residents connected 
to family and friends,” says The Baptist Home  
President Rodney Harrison. “Of greater 
importance is the fact that through chapel 
services, campus pastors are sharing the hope 
of the gospel to the children, friends and 
grandchildren of our residents, many of whom 
do not have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.”

From nursing to housekeeping, The Baptist 
Home caregivers are making daily sacrifices 
and working diligently to keep residents safe. 
They are committed to living out the gospel 
by caring for the least of these despite the 
challenges resulting from the COVID-19 crisis. 
They are in every respect modern-day heroes. 

In the midst of a pandemic, The Baptist 
Home has found an opportunity to share a 
much-needed message of faith and hope. 
Although the elderly are often designated 
as the “most vulnerable,” during this 
crisis residents of The Baptist Home have 
reminded us once again that they may in 
fact be the most resilient of all.      -BLB

Compassionate Care since 1913
The Baptist Home
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Responding to Crisis with a Message of Faith, Hope and 
the Gospel

on how their loved ones are doing. She said, 
“Staff are working very hard to set up video 
chats using FaceTime, Google Duo and Skype 
to facilitate as much face-to-face interaction as 
possible.” 

For the campus pastors, this crisis has 
presented two immediate ministry challenges: 
What to do about chapel and how to connect 
residents with their loved ones. Providing 
spiritual care to the residents is one of the 
hallmark characteristics of The Baptist Home’s 
commitment to caring for the total person. 
In addition to spiritual care, weekly chapel 
services also provide opportunities for 
socialization with family, friends and other 
residents which is vital to their overall well-
being. Since creativity is so often born of 
necessity, it was not long before each campus 
pastor came up with a possible solution. 

Using their personal smart phones, campus 
pastors began contacting resident family 
members to set up video chat opportunities. 
If smart phones were not an option, laptops 
were used to Skype. Every effort was made to 
provide an alternative way for a visual, face-
to-face connection. Sharing chapel services 
via Facebook Live provided yet another 
opportunity for residents and their family 
members to feel connected. Even though they 
cannot be physically present, resident families 
can share the same worship experience in real 
time. 

At Chillicothe, Campus Pastor Steve Moseley 
stated that the residents are adapting well 
despite the constant challenges related to 
social distancing. For the elderly, change can 
be very difficult to navigate. And unfortunately, 
this crisis has brought a lot of changes very 
quickly with little time for adaptation. “Too 
much change all at once can be devastating, 
especially for those suffering from some form 
of dementia,” Pastor Moseley shared. “We have 
to find ways to provide encouragement daily, 
not just for residents, but for the staff as well. 
In addition to providing chapel services on 
Facebook, I am also repeating the sermon over 
the intercom for those who cannot attend 

The COVID-19 crisis has brought change to 
every demographic group in our nation, but 
arguably the most affected have been our 
elderly population. Regardless of where they 
reside, whether at home or in a long-term 
care facility, the changes brought about by 
this pandemic have impacted our senior adult 
communities. Without positive intervention, 
our elderly could easily fall victim to feelings of 
anxiety, isolation, loneliness and depression.

At The Baptist Home, staff recognize how 
important social interaction and engagement 
are to the well-being of the residents. Social 
distancing requirements and no-visitor 
restrictions have required staff to begin 
“thinking outside of the box” to find unique 
ways to provide residents with fun activities and 
opportunities for social engagement. Activities 
such as hallway bingo, ice cream socials "from 
a distance,” planting spring flowers, various 
crafts and even community parades are being 
enjoyed with all social distancing requirements 
and safety precautions in place. And while 
hospice workers are not currently allowed inside 
the facility, they are making window visits to 
residents as a way to offer encouragement and 
support. 

Sherri Snider, administrator at the Arcadia 
Valley campus, stated that her staff contacts 
resident families every week to update them 

At Ozark, resident Betty Swadley FaceTiming 
with her son, Mark, and daughter-in-law, Beth.

Arcadia Valley resident Angielee Huddleston 
received lots of TLC on her 98th birthday.



The Baptist Home Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to 
confirm Dr. Rodney Harrison 
as The Baptist Home’s next 
president, making him only 
the seventh president in The 
Home’s 107-year history. Dr. 
Harrison began serving as 
the transitional president for 
The Home late last December 
in preparation for former 
President Steven Jones’ 
retirement in January. The 
historic vote was made by the 
trustees during the April 3 

board meeting, held online due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

Dr. Harrison is not the first president to begin his tenure during 
a difficult time in The Home’s history. In 1932, Dr. D. J. Scott took 
office as the second superintendent of The Baptist Home during 
the depths of the Great Depression and is credited for saving the 
ministry from certain financial ruin. Even though the challenges Dr. 
Harrison faces are far different today, it is not difficult to draw similar 
parallels between the two men’s beginnings. 

Like Dr. Scott, Dr. Harrison also comes to The Home from a 
Missouri Baptist institution of higher learning. Dr. Harrison has 
been a professor for 17 years at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri, and currently serves as Dean of 
Postgraduate Studies. In addition, he has an extensive background 
in healthcare and healthcare administration which began in 1983 
when he became a registered nurse. Dr. Harrison studied at Dallas 
Baptist University, obtaining his Bachelor of Arts degree in Health 
Care Administration and worked on a Master of Divinity in Biblical 
Languages at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

In 1995, Harrison completed his Master of Arts in Christian 
Education from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He completed a Doctor of Ministry degree at Gateway Baptist 
Seminary, while his wife, Julie, commenced studies on a Master of 
Arts in Biblical Archaeology, which was completed at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

In addition to authoring numerous published books, articles and 
papers, Dr. Harrison has served for ten years as a consultant, mentor 
and coach for several academic institutions across the country, 
including Hannibal-LaGrange University and Missouri Baptist 
University. 

Dr. Harrison shared that “he could not have envisioned how God 
would use healthcare training from forty years ago as a platform 
for this privilege and stewardship.” He admitted that initially he had 
no desire to pursue the president’s position at The Home. However, 
after only a few weeks of serving as transitional president, he fell in 
love with the people and stated it was then he began to feel God 
tugging at his heart. He said, “I feel called to serve at The Baptist 
Home and believe God has brought me back full circle.” 

Dr. and Mrs. Harrison live on a small farm near Holt, Missouri, in 
a log home they lovingly restored. He enjoys hunting, fishing, 

history and motorcycles. They are members of First Baptist 
Church-Kearney and are blessed to have three children and nine 
grandchildren who continue to live nearby. 

To learn more about Dr. Harrison and his vision for The Baptist 
Home,  visit www.youtube.com/TheBaptistHome1 and look for 
our interview entitled “Coming Full Circle."

Dr. Rodney Harrison, President of 
The Baptist Home

HARRISON CONFIRMED AS NEXT PRESIDENT

ADDITIONAL BOARD ACTIONS
On May 20, The Baptist Home opened a new office in 
Jefferson City. This is the first of several developments 
designed to serve the growing family of TBH campuses. The 
office is located on the sixth floor of The Baptist Building. 
President Rodney Harrison noted, “With campuses in each 
part of Missouri, the board felt it was the right time to 
establish a centralized office.  In conversations with campus 
leaders, discussions of moving the corporate office to a 
centralized location go back to when the Ozark campus was 
under construction over twenty years ago.” 

The board approved establishing the Jefferson City office on 
April 3, 2020. However, the opening was delayed until the 
statewide stay-at-home orders were lifted. The board also 
approved revisions to the Ashland campus construction 
project and established a task force to explore present and 
future needs of The Baptist Home. 

The Baptist Home now offers a new 
and simple way to give by using your 
phone.  
1.  Send a text to 52014 to make a gift.  
2.  Type "@mbf give (dollar amount you 
wish to give) #home," then send.
3.  Click the secure link to register 
your account and provide banking 
information.
4.  Click donate to confirm the 
transaction
It is through all gifts, both large and 
small, that we are able to continue our 
mission, “To Reflect God’s Love to Aging 
Humanity.”  Thank you for your ongoing 
gifts of time, talents and resources 
which are so vital to the continued 
success of this dynamic and authentic 
ministry.T

E
X

T
-T

O
-G

IV
E

Support The 
Baptist Home
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From the President's D
esk

GOD’S GOODNESS IN A COVID-19 WORLD

Most Christians are familiar with Romans 8:28. Paul 
writes, “For we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love God, 
those called according to His purpose.” How has this 
biblical truth played out at The Baptist Home during 
COVID-19? Let me share several examples that are 
worthy of mention:
• Technology: To help keep residents, family 

and friends connected during a season of 
social distancing and visitor restrictions, TBH is 
using FaceTime, ZOOM and other synchronous 
technology that allows real-time audio and video 
interaction. For some residents, they are more 
connected to family today than before the crisis. 

• Chapel: In the first week of COVID-19 restrictions, 
chapel services were aired on Facebook Live, 
allowing family and friends to join in the worship 
opportunities led by our campus pastors. The 
recording of these services is leading to several 
enhancements to our chapel services that will 
continue long after the crisis is over. 

• Employee care: Even before the CDC guidelines 
required modified sick leave policies, we chose 
to update our sick leave policy to benefit our 
caregivers by removing the requirement to use 
vacation days for many illnesses.  

• Partnerships: In response to reduced 
benevolence related to the crisis, the Missouri 
Baptist Convention and Missouri Baptist 
Foundation provided emergency financial 
assistance to help The Home continue our 
commitment to quality care. These gifts were a 
welcome reminder of our restored relationship 
with the Missouri Baptist Convention. 

• Prayer: The crisis has encouraged far more 
prayer for The Home. Every corporate leader is 

committed to praying for the safety and well-
being of our residents. The crisis has helped 
remind each of us of the centrality of prayer to 
our mission to the aged. 

In some ways, this crisis has forced us to be better. 
Long after the coronavirus crisis is behind us, we 
will continue to embrace technology as a means 
of keeping our residents, family and friends 
well connected. Campus Pastors will continue 
to make our services available online. And our 
partnership with the churches of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention will continue as an expression of 
kingdom cooperation and ministry partnership. 
The final benefit is one that weighs on me the 
most. Our prayer from the onset of the crisis has, 
and continues to be, that a hedge of protection 
be placed around each campus. We are fervently 
praying for the continued well-being of our 
residents, staff and their families. My concern is that 
this level of fervent effective prayer will wane once 
the crisis is over. To that end, I have added a special 
time of prayer for TBH to my calendar not just for the 
duration of the crisis, but as a daily reminder of this 
ministry’s radical dependence upon God. Please join 
with me in praying for The Baptist Home both as we 
navigate the uncharted waters of this pandemic and 
long after the headlines cease mention of COVID-19. 

At Chillicothe, Betty Phillips listened and prayed 
during Bible study shared over the intercom.
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 stranger to The Baptist Home. She served alongside her 
late husband, Larry Johnson, while he was president of 
The Baptist Home until retiring in 2005. About four years 
ago, Jane moved into an Independent Living apartment at 
TBH after Larry was diagnosed with brain cancer and came 
back to finish his race at The Baptist Home. His desire was 
to return to the place that he loved, and where he knew 
he would to be received as a part of the family. After Larry 
passed away, Jane began to involve herself in serving the 
residents of TBH in many ways, including becoming the 
back-up pianist. She eventually became the primary pianist 
for Sunday Chapel services.
The final member of the musical roster is Eloise Jennings, 
a preacher’s daughter who played in church from an early 
age. “My father was determined to get the most out of my 
piano lessons,” Eloise commented. Mrs. Jennings and her 
husband, Carroll, became residents at TBH in June of last 
year, moving here from their home in Poplar Bluff. Like the 
other two ladies on the roster, Eloise has a servant’s heart 
and a strong desire to continue serving the Lord. Until early 
March of this year, Eloise was playing for Chapel services on 
a rotating basis.  Since TBH instituted more strict campus 
policies in response to COVID-19, she has been the primary 
pianist for all worship and Sunday school services!
Many residents come to The Baptist Home and seek to 
start this phase of their lives by putting down new roots, 
establishing new patterns and traditions and of course, 
making new friends.  In continuing their acts of service 
toward others and for the Lord, they are standing in the 
gap for their peers and finding fulfillment and purpose for 
themselves.  It has been my great joy to serve alongside 
these three fabulous ladies.  They continue to act as the 
hands and feet of Christ as they joyfully serve Him! 

At The Baptist Home-Arcadia Valley, piano 
accompaniment has been handled “by committee” 
in much the same way that the Saint Louis Cardinals 
baseball team has handled pitching duties by 
committee.  Instead of three or more pitchers, Ruth 
Ann Pitney, Jane Johnson, and Eloise Jennings make 
up our most effective and gracious musical team. 
Ruth Ann Pitney has been deeply involved as a 
volunteer at The Baptist Home (TBH) for well over ten 
years.  She has helped with crafts, painted fingernails, 
managed the gift shop, taught piano lessons and 
has always freely given of her musical talents with a 
humble and willing heart.  For several years, Ruth Ann 
was the regular full-time pianist for chapel services as 
well as the Sunday School hour and memorial services, 
all while playing on rotation at First Baptist, Ironton. 
A little over three years ago, Jane Johnson joined the 
roster of this select musical committee. Jane is no 

THE GIFT OF TIME AND TALENT
BY JIM WILLS, CAMPUS PASTOR

Pianists, from left to right, Jane Johnson, Ruth 
Ann Pitney, and Eloise Jennings

Valentine's 
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Carroll and Eloise Jennings were 
crowned King and Queen!

Virgie Dodd won the heart 
contest with the most 
signatures.

Frances Turley got into 
the spirit of things by 
sporting a festive mask!

Chris Fritschle got some help 
making his Valentine’s globe from 
his sister, Sandra.*

Susie Tucker posed with her Valentine, 
Toby.*

Day     
Y
Y
Y

YY
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YY
YYY
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(*)Before social distancing
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IRONTON, MISSOURI

CAMPUS NEWS | ARCADIA VALLEY

Martha Barker had a message 
for her loved ones.

Susie Tucker worked hard sewing 
masks for residents and staff.

Robert Blick enjoyed ice 
cream delivered to his room.

Angielee Huddleston received a visit from 
Kindred Hospice.

Eugene Fisher assured everyone 
he is good!

Jeannine Ferguson wrote a 
sweet note to her family.

Western Day with BSU*

Ed Goodwin visited with his protégé, Sherri Snider. 
As former Superintendent, Ed hired Sherri to work 
at The Home when she was just 19 years old.

The 2020 Baptist Student Union group 
from Missouri S&T, Rolla, with their leader, 
Bruce Wade.

Bill Lumbley posed with Jane Johnson.

Virginia White ended up somewhere 
none of us want to be!

Social Services Director Melinda 
Stevens was excited to spend her 
“Buckaroo Bucks” in the auction.

Activities Director Debbie 
Boswell helped Mary Bolton 
“herd some cattle.”

Myrtle “Bubbles” Goodwin 
posed with BSU student, Grant.

Coping with Coping with 
COVID-19COVID-19

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

(*)Before social distancing
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DON Amanda Misselhorn became a first-
time grandma!

TBH staff helped Administrator Sherri Snider 
celebrate her 57th birthday—from left to 
right, Melinda Stevens, Sherri Snider, Diane 
Hedrick, and Debbie Boswell.

Jo Pace summed it up nicely!Curtis Martin was very 
excited!

Bill Lumbley had a special message for 
everyone!

Staffer Wilma Norvell visited with 
Maxine Parkes while waiting for the 
parade to begin.

Even some of our emergency responders 
came out to be a part of the parade.

Betty and Roy Mason enjoyed the parade 
together.

Staffer Brenda Fox (right) joined the 
parade along with her sister, Melinda, to 
share the love. 

Residents held signs welcoming our  
participants to our “socially distanced” 
parade.

Send in the clowns!

Everyone Loves 
a Parade

John Carroll celebrated his 
68th birthday on April 15th.

Frances Nicholson celebrated her 
85th birthday on April 10th.

Betty Tyhurst celebrated her 
99th birthday on April 11th.

Celebrating Life on CampusCelebrating Life on Campus
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BIRTHDAYS
Jul    3 Myrtle Becker, First Baptist, Arnold
Jul   16 Martha Barker, Lebanon Baptist, Frisco, TX
Jul   16 Marian Giles, Fellowship Baptist,  Wildwood
Jul   19 Mary Adams, Kirkwood Baptist
Jul   20 Melva Florea, First Baptist, Ironton
Jul   24 Mary Bolton, First Baptist, Mansfield
Jul   29 Carolyn Noe, Fee Fee Baptist, Bridgeton
Aug 5 Bill Davis, First Baptist, Ellis Grove, IL
Aug 11 Raymond Giles, Fellowship Baptist,   
 Wildwood
Aug 16 Fred Davis, First Baptist, Ironton
Aug 25 Robert Blick, Windsor Baptist, Imperial
Aug 29 Josephine Reed, Maplewood Baptist
Aug 30 Betty Miller, Kirkwood Baptist
Sep 4 Lola Watson, Court Street United   
 Methodist, Fulton
Sep 8 Frances Turley, First United Methodist,   
 Festus
Sep 16 Tim Alcorn, First Baptist, Leadwood
Sep 22 Bill Lumbley, First Baptist, Ironton
Sep 23 Virgie Dodd, Florissant Valley Baptist
Sep 28 Betty Mason, First Baptist, Wright City
Sep 28 Juanita Twitchel, Warrenton Baptist

ANNIVERSARIES 
Aug 9 John (*) and Arlene Jackson, First Baptist,  
 Farmington
Sep 2 Eugene and Norma Fisher, First Southern  
 Baptist, Troy
Sep 3 Toby (*) and Marilyn Tucker, First Baptist,  
 Arnold
Sep 9 Terry (*) and Martha Barker, Lebanon   
 Baptist, Frisco, TX
Sep 10 Raymond and Marian Giles, Fellowship  
 Baptist, Wildwood

(*) Not a resident of The Baptist Home

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Feb  3 Loyd Nicholson, Fee Fee Baptist,   
 Bridgeton
Feb  10 Ruby Sullenger, Clearview Baptist, St.   
 Petersburg, FL
Mar  3 Melba Rankin, First Baptist, Arnold
Mar  5 Ralph Lucas, Gospel Light Free Will   
 Baptist, Bonne Terre
Mar  19 Aldena Trevathan, First Baptist, Bryan, TX
Mar  24 Caroline Hopper, Presbyterian, Cape   
 Girardeau
Apr   12 Robbie Robinson, Berean Missionary   
 Baptist, Festus
Apr   22 Alice Hall, Fee Fee Baptist,    
 Bridgeton

RESIDENTS THAT LEFT THE FACILITY
Feb   26 Roy Reed, Farmington
Mar  12 Lola Hatcher, First Baptist, St. James
Apr   8 William Shirley, South County Baptist, St.  
 Louis

Immediate Needs: Kleenex; White Towels(Large); Clothing 
Protectors
Washcloths (colored); Listerene; Cologne; Aftershave; Lotions; 
Scope; Polygrip; Deodorant; Toothpaste; Flower Arranging 
Supplies; Women’s socks (white); Men’s sleeveless t-shirts 
(white-XL); Shoelaces; Hairbrushes and combs; small mist 
bottles; Watercolors; Postage stamps; Diabetic socks; Long 
straight pins; Large safety pins; Sharp scissors; White felt 
(half or more yard); Women’s sleeveless t-shirts; DVD’s (family 
friendly); Hearing Aid Batteries size 13 and 312; Adult Coloring 
Books; Body Wash; Hair Pics;  Standard watch batteries, size 
377; Scrapbook paper and picture frames (all sizes); Small 
Bingo Prizes @ $1.00. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to 

“no visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact Debbie Boswell, 

dboswell@thebaptisthome.org, (573) 546-7429.

Campus Needs

For an application or for information about how to 
become a resident, life at The Baptist Home or other 
resources visit www.thebaptisthome.org/resident or 
contact one of The Baptist Home campuses.
  • Arcadia Valley: (573) 546-7429 
  • Ashland: (573) 657-0506
  • Chillicothe:  (660) 646-6219 
  • Ozark: (417) 581-2101

TBH | APPLICATION FOR RESIDENCY

Welcome New Residents!

Mary Robertson
Dardenne Baptist,
O'Fallon
February 7

Fred Davis
First, Ironton
February 14
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UNDERSTANDING LIFE'S STAGES

I was spanked as a child.  Probably not as often as I 
needed it, (and less than my brothers), but my mother 
regularly “put it to me.”  I especially remember coming 
home from church one Sunday after misbehaving.  I 
knew I was going to “get it!”  I told my mom, “I won’t do 
that again.”  She responded, “I know you won’t, and I’m 
going to make sure of it.”  And you can imagine what 
happened after that….

During the course of our life, we have specific tasks 
that we must accomplish.  For example, in childhood 
our task is to learn CONTROL.  We must learn to control 
our bodily functions; we must learn to sit still and be 
quiet in church and school.  In adolescence, our task 
is to REBEL.  The spankings I received eventually got 
my attention, and by the time I reached adolescence, 
I was too afraid to rebel.  If we do not accomplish our 
life tasks at the appropriate stage of life, those tasks 
will come back to haunt us in later life.  (I eventually 
rebelled when I was in my 40s…and I had the time of 
my life!)

As we age and our social controls weaken, we become 
more vulnerable to these unfinished, uncompleted life 
tasks.  Naomi Feil, who developed the communication 
method of Validation, has identified a final life task – 
one she calls RESOLUTION.  When we reach old-old 
age (85+ years), it is a time of reflection.   Often, when 
social controls weaken, and painful memories surface, 
unfinished business comes to the forefront.  In order 
to accomplish RESOLUTION, a disoriented older adult 

may substitute other objects or individuals in the 
present as a representation of events and people from 
the past.  For example, an adult child in the present 
may “become” a mother from the past.

If that should happen, it’s okay.  It is not necessary 
to correct the aging parent, rather it could be an 
opportunity to both explore relationships from 
the past as well as assist Mom in completing her 
unfinished business.  It is not advisable to enter the 
fantasy, but rather ask questions about the person you 
have become.  (“Tell me about your mom.”  “What did 
you learn from your mom?”  “Did your mom ever hurt 
your feelings?”)

Remember:  It is not our job to FIX the disoriented 
older adult(s) in our lives.  It IS our job to LOVE them.

Sherri Snider, M.S.W., currently 
serves as the campus administrator 
at The Baptist Home-Arcadia 
Valley campus in Ironton. She is a 
37-year employee of The Home, 
26 of those as administrator. She 
has been a Certified Validation 
Therapist for 31 years. She has led 
training in local churches, for public 

agencies and for other long-term care providers. She has 
also traveled abroad to teach Validation Therapy techniques 
in Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Moldova. 

Visit TheBaptistHome1 on YouTube for the Caregiver's Toolkit: 
Validation Techniques playlist. This playlist is designed to help 
those that are caregivers for elderly loved ones with dementia and 
Alzheimer’s. You will find validation training videos, stories from other 
caregivers and tips that can help you better care for your loved one.

www.youtube.com/TheBaptistHome1 We Are Called

Learn about the emotional 
losses of aging and how you 
can help your loved one 
navigate through those losses.

Emotional Losses of Aging
The plumber stole my remote?! 
Learn how to respond to loved 
ones when things don’t quite 
make sense.

The Plumber Stole the Remote
Learn how to respond to loved 
ones when they want to do 
things they no longer can.

Dad Wants to Drive

Caregiver's Toolkit
on

Certified Validation Instructor, 
Sherri Snider, explains and 
demonstrates Validation 
Therapy techniques.

Validation Therapy Techniques

88          The Baptist HomeThe Baptist Home  | www.thebaptisthome.org| www.thebaptisthome.org



Friends of the Home

Dr. Ron Mackey is the Director 
of Advancement for The 

Baptist Home. He oversees all 
development and fundraising 

efforts across the state. Ron has 
served on the board of trustees 
for both The Baptist Home and 
The Baptist Home Foundation.

When our theme for this year’s newsletter publication, 
“Standing in the Gap” was selected , no one could have 
imagined the cataclysmic series of events that COVID-19 
would create, and how real the need would be to stand in 
the gap. Almost every conversation I have had over the past 
two months has been punctuated with phrases like, “I’ve 
never seen anything like this,” or “These are strange days, 
indeed.”

The immediate impact of COVID-19 has brought untold 
misery as over 4.8 million people have been infected 
worldwide and, tragically, over 323,000 people have lost 
their lives. This infection rate coupled with the number of 
lives lost has stressed the global healthcare system almost 
to the breaking point in many places. 

This pandemic has brought a significant recessionary process 
to the world economies and unemployment rates have 
skyrocketed to levels unseen in our nation’s history. Couple 
these issues with the emotional and spiritual crisis that social 
distancing is creating, and we have a world that is struggling 
and on edge. Sadly, we have all read and seen news reports 
about the devastating impact of COVID-19 among elderly 
populations in long-term care facilities. How we care for the 
elderly might forever be changed in our nation.

Early in the COVID-19 outbreak, President Rodney Harrison 
led us all in a prayer of petition to the Lord, that The Baptist 
Home would not have a single COVID-19 infection among our 
residents or employees. As of this writing, God has honored 
that prayer as all our residents and employees on all four of 
our campuses are healthy, with no diagnosis of the virus.

It is with that answered prayer that I would like to thank the 
many unsung, faceless members of our staff who have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to “stand in the gap” for 
our residents. They have endured daily health screenings 
and worn very uncomfortable and hot masks during their 
shifts. They have limited their access to extended family, and 
they have kept our residents safe. Our director of nursing 
at our Arcadia Valley campus has become a first-time 
grandmother and has yet to see or hold her new grandson. 
To say they are our heroes is an understatement.

The task of keeping our residents safe and engaged has 
been a herculean one, and yes, there have been added 
expenses in supplies and new technology devices to help 
our residents connect with their loved ones. Along with 
those expenses, we have seen a significant downturn, 
as many of you have, in the value of our investments. 
Understandably, we have also seen a decline in our 
donations for our ministry. 

I have heard the phrase, “we are all in this together,” a 
great deal of late. I believe that is definitely true at The 
Baptist Home. We are all in this together seeking to keep 
our residents safe, trying to connect them to their family 
members in unique ways, reaching out to our individual 
donors to thank them for their gifts in these perilous days, 
and calling on pastors to encourage them as they are trying 
to lead their church to be the church in a context none of 
them were prepared for. 

It is in that spirit that I humbly ask you to join us as we 
“stand in the gap” for the aging. First, and most importantly, 
please join us in praying that God would keep our residents 
and staff safe and healthy. Second, find a way to creatively 
support your local church. Give your pastor a call of 
encouragement – trust me he needs it! And lastly, if you 
can, support The Baptist Home. 

When all is said and done, this chapter of the history of The 
Baptist Home will be remembered as a moment when God 
found a people faithful, who answered the call to “stand in 
the gap.”

STANDING IN THE GAP DURING A 
WORLDWIDE PANDEMIC

Chillicothe 
resident 
Mildred Kaye 
says not to 
worry.

Ozark resident Dorthy Campbell counts 
her blessings.

AV resident Ramona 
Harpending has a 

thankful heart.

Messages HomeMessages Home
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When a crisis occurs, it often leads to creative solutions.  
Here at The Baptist Home-Chillicothe, as well as all our other 
campuses, we have seen some creative solutions.  At the 
heart of all we do, the care of our precious residents is at the 
forefront.  And during these challenging times, three things 
have stood out as we “stand in the gap” for our residents:  our 
staff, technology, and the residents themselves.

First, the staff is the greatest asset in the care of residents.  
It takes a whole host of people to meet the needs of our 
residents.  During this current time of uncertainty, the staff 
needs to do many new things to give security and safety to 
residents.   

At each campus, various departments meet various needs.  
Maintaining the facility and its equipment is an everyday 
need.  We have maintenance making sure necessary repairs 
are made in caring for our beautiful campus.  We have 
housekeeping staff who clean floors and bathrooms, do 
laundry care, and so much more. We have nursing staff who 
provide care for personal needs, dispense medication, and 
keep our residents healthy. We have dietary staff who cook 
and serve three hot meals a day. We have social services staff 
who advocate for residents and help coordinate the care plan 
process. We have activities staff that help residents keep mind 

It Takes Us All
by Steve Moseley, Campus Pastor

and bodies active. We have administrative staff who help keep 
track of financial issues and make sure compliance of various 
regulations are being followed.  And, we have a campus pastor 
to meet specific and general spiritual needs.

Each department has been called upon to help the other 
departments meet our residents’ needs.  Administrator Ruthie 
Meyers has pitched in to help in laundry.  She has cleaned 
bathrooms and mopped floors.  It has not stopped with her.  
Supervisors and other staff have done some cross-training and 
helped where needed.   All staff have gone above and beyond 
to make sure our residents are loved and cared for in the 
absence of their family being able to visit.  Staff are standing in 
the gap for our residents and each other.

Another thing that has helped our residents in this time of crisis 
is technology.  We have secured the ability to do video chats 
with family and friends.  It is fun to watch the amazement on 
faces as they adapt to being able to see and to hear the person 
on the other end of the “line.”  Residents can forget why their 
loved ones cannot visit, but it helps for them to be able to 
stay in contact by using new ways of technology that make 
the invention of Mr. Bell seem ancient.  We have also begun 
streaming our chapel sermons on Facebook.  If you would like 
to video chat with your loved one, please contact the office, 
and we can get that started.

A third way that has helped in this time of crisis is our residents.  
They help each other in ways that we do not always understand.  
They have lived through many tough hardships.  They know the 
changes firsthand in their history: the Great Depression, World 
War II, other wars, other pandemics, and more.  Many of these 
types of events are things that our staff only know through 
history.  It is nice to see a resident comfort another resident in 
ways that staff cannot understand firsthand.

We are thankful to our residents, our staff, our facilities and to you, 
our supporters, for all you do to stand in the gap for the care of 
our residents.  Like you, we look forward to the time when you will 
once again be able to come and see your loved ones face-to-face.

At Chillicothe, resident Vivian Leeper FaceTiming 
with her son, Dale.

Clinton Taylor enjoyed the 
community parade.

Betty Beaird was all smiles.

Eupha Webb enjoyed her view of the 
pond.

Norma Toot was content watching from 
the sidelines.

Lovie flashed her fantastic smile.

jj
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Clovetta Roberts with her daffodils. Gladys Stanley loved her balloon flower. Loretta Fanning showed-off her balloon poodle.

Phyllis Roberts’ flower matched her robe. Opal Griffin sent a St. Patrick’s Day greeting. Betty Phillips colored a beautiful picture.

Willa Jean Estes at the Valentine’s Day party.

LaVerna Williams and Betty Beaird at the 
Valentine’s Day party.

Norma Toot admired her wedding picture.

Valentine's Valentine's 
Edna Mae Eberting with flowers from Hy-Vee.

Emma Gardner with her heart craft.

DayDay
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Mary Belle Tedder proved she had 
what it takes for the ring toss.

Kathryn Gooch tossed a marshmallow.

Stella York listened intently to Bible study 
from her doorway.

Jeri Pratt had a visit from the Easter Bunny.

Ruth Gray enjoyed the Easter egg toss. Helen Wilkinson challenged Bill Wilhite as Miriam 
Stelplugh watched.

Selma Milum and her daughter, Sandy. Vivian Leeper enjoyed a visit from her son, 
Dale.

Emma Gardner and Joyce West enjoyed 
pampering and conversation.

Sweet Memories*Sweet Memories*

Margaret Marshall with her daughter, Mary. Opal Griffin shared a tender moment with her 
friend, Gladys Stanley.

LaVerna Williams enjoyed her manicure.

DOORWAY FUNDOORWAY FUN

(*)Before social distancing
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BIRTHDAYS
Jul   1 Elaine Honeck, Bethlehem Lutheran, Mason  
 City, IA
Jul   12 Clinton Taylor, Cornerstone Baptist, Jefferson City
Jul   13 Vivian Leeper, Shelburne Baptist, Trenton
Jul   13 Norma Taggart, Memorial Baptist, Columbia
Jul   14 Betty Gentry, First Christian, Trenton
Jul   19 Gladys Stanley, Mendon United Methodist
Jul   27 Geraldine Pratt, First Baptist, Harrisonville
Aug 8 Edna Mae Eberting, Second Baptist, Liberty
Aug 8 Sue Moseley, Maplewood Baptist
Aug 10 Jane Moore, Cornerstone Baptist, Chillicothe
Aug 13 Betty Grimes, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Aug 13 Phyllis Roberts, Mooresville Christian
Aug 17 Eupha Webb, First Baptist, Slater
Aug 21 Lydia Gillespie, First Baptist, Chillicothe
Sep  3 Kay Gannon, First Assembly of God, Trenton
Sep  5 Joanna Smith, Cornerstone Baptist, Chillicothe
Sep  7 Virginia Hoyt, Chula Baptist, Chula
Sep  20 Opal Griffin, First Christian, Trenton
Sep  22 Delores Pulis, Friendship Baptist, Macon
Sep  24 Betty Beaird, Wheeling Baptist
Sep  28 Selma Milum, First Baptist, Lee’s Summit
Sep  28 Bill Wilhite, First Baptist, Miller

ANNIVERSARIES
Aug 9 Charles and Velma Anderson, Olive Branch  
 Baptist, Chillicothe
Sep 5 Donald and Betty Smith, Memorial Baptist,  
 Columbia

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Feb 15 Virginia Carter, First Baptist, Kearney.
Feb 23 Opal Bargar, Meadville United Methodist.
Mar 2 Duane Wise, First Baptist, Lee’s Summit.
Mar 7 Beulah Peoples, East Sedalia Baptist.
Apr 4 Bonnie Cook, Alpha Baptist, Chula.

C
A

M
PU

S 
IN

FO
RM

A
TI

O
N
 | C

H
IL

L
IC

O
T

H
E
 C

A
M

P
U

S
C

H
IL

L
IC

O
T

H
E
 C

A
M

P
U

S

Campus Needs
Postage Stamps; Black Ink Pens; Hand Sanitizer – (Large refill bottles); 
Clorox Wipes/Lysol Wipes; Kleenex; Denture Tabs; Dove Body Wash or 
(Generic); Baby Oil; After Shave; White/Color Washcloths; Color Bath 
Towels; Hand Towels (print/color); Dish Clothes; Special Spa-like, scented 
lotions & perfume body spray i.e.:  Bodycology, Bath & Body Works, etc. 
for whirlpool baths; Birthday gifts @ $1.00; Small Bingo Prizes; Bird Seed 
for Resident Bird Feeders; New or Used IPods or MP3 Players; Fitted 
Flannel Sheets (Twin Size); Fitted Cotton Sheets (Twin Size); International 
Coffee – Regular & Sugar-Free; Sewing Thread (White); Large Print 
Christian Books (Fiction/Other); Disposable Eyeglass Wipe; Tissue Paper 
for Gifts.

Capital Needs: Air conditioner for dietary; new gutters for facility. Cash 
donations can also be given for capital needs such as: WanderGuard 

system, Assisted Living bathroom updates, new driveway, independent 
living apartment upgrades. 

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to “no 

visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact

Angie Hamilton, ahamilton@thebaptisthome.org
(660) 646-6219

Welcome New Residents!

Betty Gentry 
First Christian, 
Trenton
February 18

Lovie
First, Trenton
March 24 

Nancy McKerlie 
Linneus UMC
April 13

Joyce West enjoyed BINGO.

What a smile from Twila Bennett!
Maintenance Director Dickey 
McKerlie called the BINGO 
numbers via intercom.

Marjorie Lawson played a 
great game.

Bill Wilhite was ready to say, 
“BINGO!”

BINGOBINGO

FROM A FROM A 
DISTANCEDISTANCE
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YOU CAN SECURELY HAVE MORE CURRENT INCOME

Greg Lober is a part-time 
employee of The Baptist 
Home specializing in planned 
giving.  Greg has conducted 
over a thousand public and 
professional seminars on 
estate and tax planning and 
planned giving.

This continues to be a time of unusually low interest rates on CD’s and money market accounts.  More income would 
allow you to enjoy life more and support your church and other causes.  There is an arrangement that would allow 
you to safely receive more annual income.  That arrangement is the Charitable Gift Annuity.  The Charitable Gift 
Annuity is made available from The Baptist Home Foundation to offer income to you for life, and then provide support 
to The Baptist Home at your death.  You are invited to partner with us by establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity.

What is a Charitable Gift Annuity?
A charitable gift annuity is a giving option which involves an arrangement between an individual or couple and a 
charity such as The Baptist Home Foundation.  An individual or a couple make a gift of cash or appreciated securities 
in exchange for a fixed, lifetime income for one or two individuals.  The arrangement provides future financial support 
for The Baptist Home.  The donor/annuitant receives the following benefits from this arrangement:

l Assured income for life     l Attractive annuity rate
l Tax savings       l Satisfaction of supporting ministry

How does the Gift Annuity work?
An individual or couple makes an irrevocable gift to The Baptist Home Foundation.  The minimum amount gifted 
can be as low as $5,000.  After The Home receives the gift, the annuitant is paid an annual income ranging from 
4.3 to 9.0 percent of the original gift, and the annuity can be for the life of one or two annuitants.  The amount of 
income received by the annuitant (or annuitants) is determined by these factors:
l The amount of the gift and the annuity rate
l The age of the annuitant (or annuitants) at the time of the gift and when the income begins (minimum age

is 60 for a current annuity)
l The type of annuity chosen and number of annuitants (maximum of two)

*Based on a $10,000 annuity and subject to the current 
IRS AFR. New ACGA rates will go into effect July 1, 
2020, which will lower payout rates by .3 to .5 percent.

ONE-LIFE GIFT ANNUITY RATES AND 
DEDUCTIONS FOR SELECTED AGES

AGE
ANNUAL-
ANNUITY 

RATE

TAX FREE
INCOME*

TAX 
DEDUCTION*

60 4.3% $384 $1,638

65 4.7% $298 $2,346

70 5.1% $425 $3,234

75 5.8% $489 $3,927

80 6.9% $589 $4,462

85 8.0% $704 $5,213

90+ 9.0% $800 $6,079

EXAMPLE | SINGLE-LIFE ANNUITY
A 79 year-old single woman would like to contribute 
$10,000 to The Baptist Home Foundation in exchange 
for a Charitable Gift Annuity.  At her age, the annuity rate 
would be 6.6%.  She would receive $660 per year (paid 
quarterly) for the rest of her life with about $565 of her 
annual annuity payment being tax free for her life expec-
tancy.  She would also receive an immediate charitable 
income tax deduction of about $4,400 which would be 
deductible up to 50% of her adjusted gross income, if she 
itemizes.  With current income tax laws, most people will 
not be able to use the deduction.

What rate and income tax deduction 
can you expect?
The exact deduction and tax-free income can only 
be calculated when the annuity arrangement is 
established.  The following chart is an example of 
the annuity rate, tax-free income and deduction you 
could expect to receive for a one-life annuity.

How will a Gift Annuity benefit you?
To find out more about how a The Baptist Home 
Foundation Gift Annuity can benefit you, please 
contact the TBH Planned Giving Office.  We will 
send you a confidential letter proposal, which will 
explain the specific benefits you can receive from 
a gift annuity, including your annuity rate and tax 
savings.  There is never any obligation if we send you a 
proposal.  

You can do your own gift annuity calculations. 
Just visit www.tbhlegacy.org, click "Calculators", 
and then follow the instructions. Or if you prefer, 
contact me directly at (816)509-2812 or by email, 
glober@thebaptisthome.org.
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Save the Dates!

THE BAPTIST HOME ANNUAL CHARITY 
GOLF TOURNAMENTS

Help support The Baptist Home ministry by joining us for a fun-filled day of golf!

Come for one, or come for all!  For tournament details, visit www.thebaptisthome.org/events.

• Friday, September 11th, 2020 - Eagle Knoll Golf Course, Hartsburg
• Friday, September 18th, 2020 - Green Hills Golf Course, Chillicothe
• Friday, September 25th, 2020 - Terre du Lac Country Club, Bonne Terre

(866) 454-2709

Honoring our SuperHeroeSHonoring our SuperHeroeS
Celebrating National Skilled Nursing Care Week May 10-16

At Arcadia Valley, CMT James Cowins 
and Dietary Aide Sam Barker were 
ready to save the day. 

At Arcadia Valley, staffers Tiffany Sletten and 
Debbie Boswell went above and beyond the call of 
duty when the resident’s pet parade was cancelled 
due to the weather. 

Arcadia Valley DON Amanda Misselhorn and 
two of her charge nurses, Angie Walker and 
Maureen Hart, wore their favorite team swag. 

Chillicothe residents and staff were full of smiles.

At Ozark, Housekeeping Supervisor 
Cynthia Hornsby received an award 
for keeping t.p. in stock.

Ozark Activities Director Amanda Keltner 
has done a great job of planning safe 
activities for residents to enjoy.
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The Baptist Home 
Corporate Office is 
pleased to announce 
that Rev. Ron Adrian 
has agreed to serve 
as the interim 
campus pastor at 
The Baptist Home-
Ozark. Pastor Adrian 
is a familiar face on 
the Ozark campus 
having been a 
regular volunteer at 
The Baptist Home 
for some time. He 

and his wife, Barbara, currently reside in Clever, Missouri, 
where they moved after years of ministry in Arkansas, 
Delaware and Texas. Although he considers himself 
semi-retired, Pastor Adrian is also currently serving 
as the pastor of Chestnutridge Baptist Church, a rural 
congregation in Southwest Missouri.

Welcome Ron Adrian as Interim Campus Pastor

Ron Adrian, Interim Campus Pastor

Pastor Adrian has a heart for the elderly and is 
excited to minister to The Home’s residents and 
caregivers. He, along with a good friend and 
pastor Jimmy Harris, travel the country visiting 
prisons, homeless shelters and nursing homes, all 
completely at their own expense. According to 
Pastor Adrian, “Jimmy plays the fiddle, and then for 
thirty minutes, I get the opportunity to share the 
gospel of Jesus.”

Pastor Adrian will be on campus about twenty 
hours each week, leading weekly Bible study, 
Sunday worship service and ministering to 
residents, their families and staff. 

“The spiritual care we provide at The Baptist Home 
is what truly sets us apart from the rest of the long-
term care industry,” said Baptist Home President Dr. 
Rodney Harrison. “We are grateful for Rev. Adrian’s 
servant’s heart, and his sincere desire to fill this 
important role to the best of his ability while we 
search for a permanent campus pastor.”

Celebrating Easter 

Peggy Smith shared 
the reason for the 
season on a sign made 
especially for the Easter 
Parade. 

Residents loved getting 
outside and enjoying a 
community Easter parade! 
The event was covered by 
KOLR 10 TV station. Check 
it out on their website, 
www.ozarksfirst.com/
local-news.

Dorthy Campbell 
modeled the Easter hat 
she decorated.

Sue Bryan had a fun 
message for parade 
goers.

Marjorie Crum won a 
sweet prize for the egg 
hunt!

Virginia Riddle donned 
a fun hat for Easter.

Congratulations to Jim and 
Eula Bunch who celebrated 

their 70th Wedding Anniversary. 

Jim and Eula were 
married March 12, 1950.

7070
YEARS
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Peggy Smith was the Chili 
Cook-Off Winner!

Sue Bryan had a hard 
time deciding which chili 
she liked best. 

Polly Medley said, “I love 
them all!”

Ruby and Morton Rose 
enjoyed the tasting contest.

Staffer Judy Rockafellow’s 
chili was voted “Most 
Unique.”

THE LUCK OF THE IRISHTHE LUCK OF THE IRISH

Residents worked hard on their 
St. Patrick’s Day crafts.

Joyce Butts worked 
diligently to make a St. 
Patrick’s Day wreath.

Marilyn Williams proudly 
displayed her finished 
project.

Wilma Wilson carefully 
painted her shamrock.

Jean Roff said, “Now, 
I have the luck of the 
Irish!”

Maxine Hartley played a game of Tic-Tac-
Toe with a staff family member.

Wilma Wilson enjoyed reading these window 
messages sent by 4th graders from Strafford.

Lola Hatcher visited with family.
Mae Gilbreath was excited to receive this visit from 
her grandchild.

Betty Beck received a wonderful message 
from her son.

WindowWindow  
VisitsVisits

CHILI COOK-OFF!CHILI COOK-OFF!
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Pat Giberson enjoyed making a craft 
with a Missouri State University student. 
(Before social distancing)

Maxine Hartley and Marilyn Williams 
found a way to communicate while 
maintaining social distancing!

Ruby Rose was proud of the new 
cross door hanger she made.

Carol Matthews experimented with 
marbles and paint.

Lucille Shrimpton had a blast 
painting with a drill. Yes, a drill!

Let's Get 
Creative

Lola Wolfe made a new door 
hanger for spring.

PUPPY LOVE

Eleanor Sweet was happy to share her lap 
with her new friend.

Marilyn Griffis enjoyed meeting this little “Lady.” This furry visitor made Paul Swadley’s day!

Betty Ragsdale thought it was love at first 
sight.

Staffers Alajandra Villatat and Cynthia Hornsby 
welcomed these furry visitors to campus.

Edith Ash enjoyed taking a turn.
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Jul   3 Mae Gilbreath, Assembly of God
Jul   4 Janet Noble, Second Baptist, Liberty
Jul   6 Sara Patterson, First Baptist, Ozark
Jul   8 Anna Allen, First Baptist, Ozark
Jul   9 Barbara Ford, Briar Street Baptist, Springfield
Jul   10 Susan Onnen, Ozark
Jul   12 Virginia Riddle, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Jul   14 Betty Russell, First Baptist, Belleview
Jul   21 Yvonne Swadley, First Baptist, Brookline
Jul   22 Dorothy Leimkuehler, Concordia Baptist
Jul   23 Betty Beck, Springfield
Jul   27 Thomas Harper, First Baptist, Ozark
Jul   28 Betty Ragsdale, Second Baptist, Springfield
Jul   30 Bonny Langston, First Baptist, Springfield
Aug 5 Sue Hall, Selmore Baptist, Ozark
Aug 12 Joann Spurgeon, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield
Aug 14 Dolores Dake, Macedonia Baptist, Springfield
Aug 17 Gerry Fredrick, Holiday Island Community, AR
Aug 18 Edith Ash, First Baptist, Mexico
Aug 20 Marilyn Williams, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield
Aug 23 Paul Swadley, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Aug 26 Myron Dillow, University Heights Baptist,  
 Springfield
Aug 29 Maxine Napier, Crosspoint Fellowship, Republic
Aug 30 Bessie Hume, First Baptist, Branson
Aug 30 Frances Miller, Marshfield
Aug 31 Betty Clark, First Baptist, Republic
Aug 31 Bob Woolley, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep  5 Marilyn Griffis, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep  8 Mildred Sharp, First Baptist, Climax Springs
Sep  15 Nancy Shaddy, South Haven Baptist, Springfield
Sep  20 Barbara Krofta, Hopedale Baptist, Ozark
Sep  20 Ivan Nyberg, First Baptist, Ozark
Sep  21 Wilma Wilson, First Baptist, Clinton
Sep  21 Alta Thomas, Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield
Sep  26 Sally Harper, First Baptist, Ozark

ANNIVERSARIES
Jul   6 George and Janet Noble, Second Baptist,  Liberty
Jul   8 David and Verla Smith, Woodland   
 Presbyterian, Hot Springs, AR
Jul   20 Robert and Barbara Krofta, Hopedale Baptist,  
 Ozark
Aug 4 Loman and Shirley Stone, First Baptist, Farmington
Aug 11 Clyde and Maxine Napier, Crosspoint   
 Fellowship, Republic
Sep  1 Harlan and Joann Spurgeon, University  
 Heights Baptist, Springfield

(*) Not a resident of The Baptist Home

DECEASED RESIDENTS
Feb  13 Audrey Kitchen, First Baptist, Villa Ridge
Feb  13 Thomas Lindsey, Sr., Second Baptist,Springfield
Feb  17 Gladys Mooneyham, Cowboy Meeting  
 Place, Mansfield
Mar  31 Norma Beckemeier, South Gate Baptist, Springfield
Apr   4 Richard Irwin, First Christian, Columbia

Campus Needs
Immediate Need: Facial Tissue, Hand & Body Lotion, Body Wash For 

Hygiene Care: Poise Pads size 5-6;  Liquid Pump Soap; Liquid Soap Refills; 
Disposable Razors; Shampoo; Denture adhesive cream; Toothpaste; Hand 

Sanitizer.  

For Bingo Prizes and Activities: Snack Size Candy; Stuffed Animals and 
Beanie Babies; Seasonal items; Solar Bobble Heads; Necklaces (except 

for Mardi Gras beads from dollar stores); Word Search Puzzles (large print 
preferred),  nice items from $1 store for Bingo (ex. Dried fruit, name brand 

bags of candy, seasonal décor).

Capital Needs: 6 air conditioner units, 60” zero-turn lawn mower, farm 
tractor, drainage pipes. Cash donations can also be given for capital needs 
such as: New maintenance building, striping and sealing of parking lot and 

new concrete patios.

Volunteers Welcomed!
All volunteer services are temporarily suspended due to “no 

visitor” restrictions.
For more information contact Amanda Keltner, akeltner@

thebaptisthome.org, (417) 581-2101.

James Bunch 
Glenstone Baptist, 
Springfield 
February 27

Eula Bunch 
Glenstone Baptist, 
Springfield 
February 27

Lola Hatcher 
First, St. James
March 12

Welcome New Residents!

Ruby Ballew 
Christian Church, 
Columbia 
February 18

Patricia Giberson 
First, Springfield
February 18

Betty Beck 
Springfield
February 24

(*) Not Pictured
Alta Thomas 
Ridgecrest Baptist, Springfield 
February 12
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HONORING YOUR ELDERS AND GOD

The Lord commands us to honor our parents. There are many 
in society like me, whose father or mother died when they 
were children. Some were raised by a single parent. Others 
were in foster care, parented by grandparents or had adoptive 
parents. In addition to parents, God sends people who 
become like a father or mother to us. In all cases, we should 
honor those who parented us.  

Many of us have also had people serve as parental figures, 
especially in Missouri Baptist churches. We tend to think of 
these people as elders, defining elders in the general sense.

The elders in our society and churches are those who have 
grown wise through experience and knowledge and have used 
their wisdom for the betterment of everyone. Because of age 
and frailty, there comes a time when they can no longer lead, 
and they become reliant upon younger people to assist them. 

At The Baptist Home, we assist elders who have served their 
families, communities, and churches faithfully. They remain 
our elders until the day God takes them to Heaven. Our elders 
deserve our respect and honor, but perhaps the greatest gift 
we can give our elders is our time and undivided attention. 

I met most of the residents at The Baptist Home of Ashland 
for the first time when they came to live at our campus. 
We respected them as elders upon arrival. Over time we 
are growing to love and appreciate them as we learn their 
life stories. These elders raised a generation of children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. They built buildings 
and roads, taught children in school and Sunday School, were 
farmers and pastors’ wives, and the list goes on. 

The COVID-19 stay-at-home order has disrupted life for 
everyone at The Baptist Home, especially those in assisted 
living and nursing care. At Ashland, it has been difficult for our 
independent living community as well. Everyone wishes they 
could get out and do business, go to church, host visitors, and 
especially visit family. With cancellation of the stay-at-home 
order and the gradual reopening of our society, COVID-19 will 
still inhibit social gatherings, especially for our elders who are 
most at risk.

Isolation has always been a common problem for senior 
adults in their homes and in retirement communities. Even 
the most active seniors have reduced their social contact 
by no longer working, being less active in communities and 
churches. Busy families have trouble finding time to go visit 
grandmother and grandfather. Now, with COVID-19, elders in 
this post-pandemic normal will continue social distancing for 
many more months. We need to use creative ways to express 
honor to our elders. 

Henrietta Newbold moved to our Ashland campus last fall. 
While Henrietta was in the process of making her decision, 
several of her children came with her. To everyone’s surprise, 
her daughter and son-in-law, Gloria and Gary McGhee, 
decided to rent a home next door. Henrietta has been very 
fortunate to have Gloria here to see about her daily needs. 

Gloria recently told me, “As Easter Sunday approached, Mom 
was cleaning the house, and I told her, ‘Mom, there won’t be 
anyone visiting you this year.’” It was as though Henrietta did 
not want to give up her Easter tradition, even though it was 
not possible with the stay-at-home order. Besides, her home 
is too small to entertain her 6 adult children, their spouses, 
39 grandchildren, including 16 spouses, and 33 great-
grandchildren, all at one time. 

On Easter Sunday afternoon, Gloria invited Henrietta into the 
front lawn. In a few minutes, Henrietta began to see a line 
of vehicles she knew to be her family driving up the street. 
Henrietta’s family decided to hold a surprise Newbold family 
drive-by. There were signs wishing Henrietta a Happy Easter. 
Her son, Brad Newbold, worship leader at Concord Baptist 
Church of Jefferson City, Missouri, led the family in singing, 
“He Lives.”  

Henrietta said, “The joy I felt made me so happy, I cried. I 
couldn’t hug them, but it was so wonderful.” Gloria said that her 
mom has talked about it almost every day since. I mentioned 
the Scripture to Gloria about honoring your father and mother, 
and she said, “Mom has honored the Lord her whole life.” 

Ashland resident Donna Manning said her family honors 
her by talking to her daily by phone. She said, “It’s the simple 
things when we feel honored, isn’t it?” We may be physically 
isolated for this COVID-19 season, but we can communicate 
to honor our elders. 

Whether you do a drive-by or a call, whether you sing or 
socialize from 6-feet away, please express your love to 
the elders in your life. Perhaps you will want to follow the 
example of the Newbolds by sharing signs, singing, and 
showers of family blessings upon fathers, mothers, and elders 
in your life. By doing so, you will honor your elders and God.  
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Henrietta Newbold 
enjoyed a surprise 
Easter drive-by from 
her family.

Steve Long is the Administrator and 
Director of Campus Development 
for the Ashland campus.  If you are 
interested in talking with Steve in 

regards to the Ashland campus, 
you can contact him by:
Phone: (573) 657-0506

Email: slong@thebaptisthome.org

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor 
your father and mother’- which is the first commandment with 
a promise -‘so that it may go well with you and that you may 
enjoy long life on the earth. -  Eph. 6:2-3 NIV

This young 
Newbold family 

member made 
sure grandma 

knew she is loved.
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ASHLAND, MISSOURI
CAMPUS NEWS | ASHLAND

  
    BIRTHDAYS

Sep 2 Larry Lindsey, First Baptist, Winfield

ANNIVERSARIES
Jul  8 Dale and Bonnie Hempelmann, 
 Grace Lutheran, Columbia
Jul  14 Wayne and Vicki Johnson, Family of Christ 
 Lutheran, Ashland

CAMPUS INFORMATION | ASHLANDASHLAND

Welcome New Residents!

Robert Boyd
First, Marion, IL
February 26

Wanda Boyd
First, Marion, IL
February 26

For floor plans and rates, call (573) 657-0506
 or visit www.thebaptisthome.org/ashland.

New 2 & 3 Bedroom Independent New 2 & 3 Bedroom Independent 
Living Duplexes Now Available!Living Duplexes Now Available!

To schedule your To schedule your 
personal tour of our personal tour of our 
newest  retirement newest  retirement 
community, please community, please 
call (573) 657-0506.call (573) 657-0506.

Home Sweet Home

THE BAPTIST HOME-ASHLAND

Our newest residents, Bob and Wanda Boyd, are from Marion, 
Illinois, and are members of First Baptist Church. They learned 
about The Baptist Home-Ashland from their granddaughter, a 
new resident of Ashland. The Boyd’s daughter and son-in-law 
live in Linn, Missouri, and wanted mom and dad to live closer. 
Bob and Wanda came to tour our campus on December 27, 
2019. 

We shared information about phase one of campus 
construction and our independent living rental agreement. 
After touring one of our 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom bungalow 
homes, they seemed very interested but stated their plan was 
to travel back to Marion that evening. Two hours later, they 
returned with a completed application and signed Letter of 
Intent. We were thrilled!  

The Boyds promptly listed their home in Marion for sale and 
made plans to move. They made The Baptist Home-Ashland 
home on February 26, 2020. Wanda said, “We have been 
married 63 years and have lived in the same house our whole 
married life.” 

Wanda shared that she had been a member of First Baptist-
Marion since she and her mother were baptized when Wanda 
was 12 years old. First Baptist-Marion is like family to the 
Boyds. On their last Sunday, her church family recognized 
their moving and sent them off as missionaries to Ashland, 
Missouri. Wanda said, “We loved our Sunday School class, and 
we dearly loved our pastor, Dr. Bob Dickerson.” 

Since the day of our first meeting, we have enjoyed learning 
about the Boyd’s life-story. Wanda told me about the First 
Baptist-Marion pastor who baptized her, Tom Nelson. She said, 
“I think he used to live in Jefferson City. I heard Tom moved to 
The Baptist Home. Did you happen to know Tom Nelson?” I 
said, “No, but I know Jim, his son.”

On the following Monday, Jim Nelson came to campus for 
a visit. I told him about Wanda being baptized by his father. 
I took Jim and Baptist Home Advancement Officer Derek 
Tamm to meet the Boyds. When I introduced Jim to Wanda, 
she asked, “Are you any relation to Tom Nelson?” Jim said, “Yes, 
I am Tom’s oldest son, and I grew up in First Baptist-Marion, 
Illinois.” Jim said that his parents had both lived at The Baptist 
Home-Ozark. 

It was a beautiful thing for Derek and me to witness God 
bringing people together who had been members of the 
same Baptist church years ago. A legacy of Pastor Tom Nelson 
is now living on the campus of The Baptist Home-Ashland and 
when construction is completed, will worship in a chapel that 
bears his name. - SL

IT'S A SMALL WORLD

Wanda Boyd visits with Jim Nelson.
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Honorariums  &  Memorials
IN HONOR OF:
The Baptist Home Arcadia Valley Staff by 
Mrs. Roberta Sherman, Ironton.
Eric and Vicky Carter by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Rev. Rick and Mrs. Cheryl Haggett by Mr. and 
Mrs. Floyd Reed, Steelville.
Nina Hensley by Jim and Glenna Rhodes, St. 
Louis.
Carroll and Eloise Jennings by Mrs. Glenda 
Dillon, Lebanon.
Curt Martin’s Birthday by Donna Soto, 
Fayetteville, NC.
Josephine Reed by Mr. and Mrs. Don Keller, 
Maplewood.
Irene Louise Seener by Paul and Carol 
Phiropoulos, Washington.
Bernice Thomas by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Marilyn Williams by James and Janie Henry, 
Springfield.

IN MEMORY OF:
Mary Alberta by Mrs. Glenna R. Wagner, St. 
Charles.
Marvin Dale Allen by Jim and Tibby Martin, 
Rev. and Mrs. William George Noble, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. 
Woolley, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Clark, Harvey and 
Anna Wright, Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark; Mrs. Myra B. Lackey, Springfield; 
Norman and Marilyn West, Lee’s Summit.
Jack Barham by Ms. Deborah L. Innes, 
Springfield.
Lois Jane Barham by Anonymous; Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church, Ms. Deborah L. Innes, 
Springfield.
Shirley Bequette by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Eva Mae Brown by Mrs. Jane Johnson, Ironton.
Rose Callahan by Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. 
Woolley, Ozark.
Janet Carr by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Virginia Carter by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Crossett, 
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Chatlos, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Crossett, Liberty; Mrs. Linda S. 
Grundhoffer, Danville, CA; Kenneth and Terry 
Reno, Holt.
Vesta Cassada by Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
B. Chatlos, Liberty; Betty E. Hayward, 
Hutchinson, KS.
Doreva Christner by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Violet Crowder by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cole, 
First Baptist Church, Waynesville; Mr. and Mrs. 
Troy Starnes, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Griffith, Dr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Ray Crowder, Lebanon; LTC 
John D. Abshier, RET, St. Robert.
Sylvia Douglas by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.

Mary Belle Gammon by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
G. Faircloth, Park Hills.
Garnett Grider by Ashley Baptist Church, 
Macomb.
Glen Griffin Sr. by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Bolivar.
Bessie M. Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves.
Mary Gross by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. 
Faircloth, Park Hills.
Alice Hall by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, Ironton; 
Mrs. Lawanda Wideman, St. Charles.
Irene Hart by Mr. David E. Hart, Cape Girardeau.
Mr. and Mrs. Lennis Hedspeth by Mike and 
Holly Schroer, Jefferson City.
Charles Hensley by Jim and Glenna Rhodes, 
St. Louis.
Helen D. Hill by Mary H. Wetzel, Springfield.
John Hobert Hillford by Nancy (Mrs. James) 
Shaddy, Ozark.
Caroline Jane Hopper by Mrs. Ruth Ann 
Short, Ironton.
Ellen Horton by Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
Pridemore, Ashland.
Gladys How by Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lee 
Adolph, Webster Groves.
Richard Irwin by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. Woolley, Harvey and 
Anna Wright, Ozark.
Larry Johnson by Mr. Paul G. Williams, Bonne 
Terre.
Erma Jones by Anonymous.
Eugene Jones by Anonymous.
Richard Jones by Edward C. Goodwin, 
Ironton.
Audrey Kitchen by Martin and Janette Mraz, 
St. Louis; Mr. and Mrs. John Faris, Cape 
Girardeau; Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Scheidhauer, 
Grover; Mr. David Proctor, Nellysford, VA.
Thomas Hershel Lindsey, Sr. by Mr. Rhett 
Stephens, Broomfield, CO; Mr. Mitchell 
Towell, Troy; Mr. and Mrs. Mark Woodson, 
Second Baptist Church, William and Joan 
Johnson, University Heights Baptist Church, 
Gary and Donna Prouty, Springfield; Larry 
Williams, Ozark; Sho-Me Power Electric 
Cooperative, Marshfield; Paul and Shirley 
King, Nixa; Jay Scott and Kimberly Hastings, 
Little Rock, AR; Dan Singletary, Howell-
Oregon Electric Cooperative Inc., West Plains.
Ralph Lucas by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, Ironton; 
Buzzi Unicem USA, Festus.
Eleanor E. Marsden by Mrs. Carol Lee 
Mallette, St. Louis.
Betty Martin by Mary McKinney, Hillsboro.
Elizabeth Matthes by Mrs. Carol Lee Mallette, 
St. Louis.
Dr. Otis Eugene Miller by Dr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth B. Chatlos, Liberty.
Gladys Mooneyham by Charles and Linda 
Brown, Republic; Ashley Baptist Church, 
Macomb.

Art Myers by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, Bolivar.
Carl Nappier by Ms. Wilma Gray, St. Louis.
Loyd Nicholson by Suzanne Roush, Jefferson 
City; Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, Jim Wills, Mrs. 
Jane Johnson, Ironton; Mr. Fred Boehne, 
Highlands Ranch, CO; Stephanie Korte, 
Dallas, TX; Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Quinn, 
Marthasville; Mr. Paul Snow, Marilyn Wood, 
Mrs. Lawanda Wideman, St. Charles; Mrs. 
Joyce Mooney, Winnetka, CA; Richard A. and 
Janet Stockenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Block, St. Louis; Fee Fee Baptist Church Adult 
3 Women’s SS Class, Fee Fee Baptist Church, 
Bridgeton; Gwen Miller, Harrisonville.
Frank and Opal Nixon by Mrs. Ruby L. Ward, 
Owensville.
Terri Olsen by D. Marlene Acree, Fulton.
Beulah Peoples by Duane and Cynthia 
Brodersen, Otterville.
Melba Rankin by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton.
Mary Isabelle Rauer by Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Walgren, Mr. Michael Crist, Brookfield.
Nina Ray by Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Clerc, 
Affton.
Maxine Reitzel by Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Chronister, West Plains.
Wendell Riley by Nancy (Mrs. James) Shaddy, 
Ozark.
Robbie Robinson by Mrs. Ruth Ann Short, 
Ironton; Mr. Deryl Robinson, Montgomery, 
AL; Kelly and Tamara Krueger, Bourbon.
Minnie Sanders by Mrs. Glenna R. Wagner, St. 
Charles.
Jim Schudy’s Birthday by Mrs. Patsy R. 
Schudy, Ozark.
Kenneth Sherman by Mrs. Roberta Sherman, 
Ironton.
Robert Shrimpton by Mike and Carol Henley, 
Dardenne Prairie.
Betty L. Smith by Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. 
Woolley, Ozark.
Dale and Flora Spain by Miss Patricia Haus, 
Farmington.
Aldena Trevathan by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Griffin, 
Starkville, MS; Mrs. Linnie F. Pierce, Arlington, 
TN.
William Curtis Twitchel by Gary and Karen 
Hensiek, Warrenton.
Peter Wilkins by Dr. and Mrs. Wade Paris, 
Bolivar.
Jim Wilson by Dorothy Wilson, Moberly.
Gareth Duane Wise by Ms. Shirley Matzeder, 
Bertha Cory, Larry Wise, Leavenworth, KS; 
Dean and Anne Didde, Liberty Hill, TX; Geoff 
and Sue Davis, Gainesville, FL; First Baptist 
Church, Lee’s Summit.
Honorariums and memorials received 
February 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2020.
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 YES! I(we) would like to help those elderly who can no longer afford the cost of their care. Please 
direct my gift to:   Arcadia Valley         Chillicothe          Ozark             All Three

 $1,000  $500  $250         $100   $50   $________

Name:__________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________   State:__________   Zip:______________ 

Phone:____________________________  Email:___________________________________________

The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650
866.454.2709
desk@thebaptisthome.org
www.thebaptisthome.org

I would prefer my gift to help:   AV Renovation    Ashland Capital Campaign

   In memory of_________________________

   In honor of ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:  
The Baptist Home, PO Box 87, Ironton, MO  63650 
To donate online, visit www.thebaptisthome.org/donate

Please charge $_________ to my:    Mastercard    Visa   

  Discover     Amex.   Expiration Date:_____________ 

Credit Card Number _____________________________

Cardholder’s Signature ___________________________

As our nation adjusts to a new normal due to COVID-19, The Baptist Home is adjusting to many changes. On April 3, 2020, the 
Board of Trustees confirmed me as the seventh president of The Baptist Home. I am truly humbled by the opportunity to serve 
this ministry in the coming days. This change comes in the shadow of our COVID-19 response.
Let me start with a short coronavirus update. Prior to the CDC mandates, TBH leadership team implemented steps to 
safeguard the well-being of our residents and caregivers. In addition to careful planning, we are praying for the health and 
safety of our residents, staff and their families. Planning that is bathed in prayer is one way The Baptist Home is distinctive 
among senior care providers. As of this writing, we have not had a case of COVID-19 among our staff or residents, for which we 
are thankful unto our Lord. Please join me in prayer for our residents and staff during this unprecedented time.
When interviewed by the board, I shared a vision for The Baptist Home that was biblically informed and intentionally lived out. 
To be clear, The Baptist Home is a sanctity of life ministry that exists to promote the quality of life to natural death. As such, The 
Home’s mission and worldview is distinctive and unapologetically Christian. Our leadership team is active in the local church, 
and each campus strives to be an environment where the physical and spiritual needs of residents are met with Christ-like love 
and compassion.
The Baptist Home ministry is special. This week our team ministered to a 91-year-old in Northwest Missouri who was unable 
to take care of herself due to the aging process. Her rented apartment was roach infested (the pictures literally kept me awake 
at night), and her meager social security check was too little to provide for the care she needed. The Baptist Home was able 
to minister to her through your support. In fact, about half of our long-term care residents depend on benevolence funds. To 
date, we have never turned a resident out due to the inability to pay. That is our commitment.
To keep this commitment, we need faithful donors. In March, benevolent gifts to The Baptist Home were down 70% from the 
previous year as the stock market and retirement plans plummeted. At the same time, costs have escalated due to COVID-19. 
Additional Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), health monitoring, housekeeping, overtime and enhanced sick leave policies 
have increased costs.
After supporting your local church, know that your support of The Baptist Home will allow us to continue the compassionate 
care and ministry TBH has provided for 107 years.

“He will strengthen you to the end...God is faithful; 
you were called by him into fellowship with his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  - 1 Cor. 1:8-9

Together in His service,

Rodney A. Harrison, President

We Are CalledWe Are Called
To Care. To Serve. To Lead.

Adjusting to Change

6.2020
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December 2013 

The Baptist Home
PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

Change Service Requested

June 2020 || Volume 103, No. 2

Ozark Campus
1625 W. Garton Rd.

PO Box 1040
Ozark, MO 65721

(417) 581-2101

Corporate Office
101 Riggs-Scott Ln.

PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

(866) 454-2709

Arcadia Valley Campus
101 Riggs-Scott Ln.

PO Box 87
Ironton, MO 63650

(573) 546-7429

Chillicothe Campus
500 Baptist Home Ln.
Chillicothe, MO 64601

(660) 646-6219

Ashland Campus
5751 Baptist Home Ave.

Ashland, MO 65010
(573) 657-0506

Contact   Information

INCOME
This continues to be a time of unusually low interest rates on CD’s and money market 
accounts.  More income would allow you to enjoy life more or support your church and 
other causes.  There is an arrangement that would allow you to safely receive more annual 
income.  That arrangement is the Charitable Gift Annuity.  The Charitable Gift Annuity is 
made available from The Baptist Home Foundation to offer income to you for life and then 
provide support to The Baptist Home at your death.  You are invited to partner with us by 
establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity. 

To learn more about how to create more income with a Charitable Gift Annuity, please see 
our article on page 14 of this newsletter or visit our website.  We look forward to helping 
you secure your future!

�THE �

BAPTIST

HOME

(866) 454-2709
www.thebaptisthome.org

You Can Securely 
Have More Current


